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FRIENDS iN YORKSHIRE, 


8 SF ALL An. 7 


Ar their -e ede held at Terk the 20/0 and 25h 4 
266 the ;third. month, 1773, concerning 


10 k. 


Of Mownie- Hel in the province of New<Ferſey 
in America 2 departed this li ife at the houſe 


„ 


_ of our fri end Thomas Prieftman, in tbe ſuburbs 


V  thes city, the 7th. of the roth month, 1772, 


and was interred in the burying-ground of 


Friendi the och Ll the Jame, aged about . ” 
baus years. : 


41 e Beit 


1 under a religious engagement for ame 

time, to viſit friends in this nation, and mos 
eſpecially us in the northern parts, undertook 

{ſame in full concurrence and near ſympa- 


thy with his friends and brethren at home; 2s 


4 — 1 certificates from the monthl qt 
ets; hald at. | for bene ia 


and New-Jerley. 4 


WO OLMA N, 


HI Gepe Friend, having _ 


L Op 5 RO 
Me e in the city of London the be⸗ 
ginning of the laſt yearly- meeting, and, after 
attending that meeting, travelled northward, 
viſiting the quarterly- meetings of Hertford- 
ſhire, Buckinghamſhire, Northamptonſhire, 


Oxfordſhire and Worceſterſhire, and divers 
particular meetings in his way. 


He viſited many meetings on the Weſt fide 
of this county, a alſo ſome in Lancaſhire and 
Weſtmoreland, from whence he came to our 
quarterly-meetiti in the laſt ninth month, and, 
tho much out os: health; yet was enabled to 
attend all the e of that PP —_— 


the laſt, 


W diſorder then, ak] proved the fall 

« : Increaſed ſpeedily upon him, and was 
pore afflicting; under Uhich he was ſupport- 
ed in much meckneſs, patience and chriſtian 
fortitude: To thoſe who attended him in his 
illneſs, his mind appeared to be centered in 
divine love; under the precious influence 

| whereof we believe he Gnithed his courſe, and 
entered into the: manſions. of. Freriaſting reſt. 


In the early par t of his illneſs he requeſted 

a friend to write, e and he broke forth t hus. 

0 1 God! the amazing. horrors of 

darkneſs were at heted around me and cover- 
ed me all over, and I ſaw no way to go forth; 

I felt the miſery of my fellow creatures ſepa⸗ 


rated am the divine harmony, and it was 
. heavier 


down under it; I lifted up my hand, anc 
Bretched out my arm, but there was none to 
zxelp me; I looked round about, and was amaz- 
ed: In the depths of miſery, 0 Lord! I re- 
membered that thou art omnipotent, that 1 
had called thee father, and I. t that Lloved 
thee, and I was made quiet 18 thy will, and 
1 _ for deliverance from thee; thou hadſt 
p_ pen me, when no man could. hel 5k 
D en under ſuffering was 
ed to us in the moſt affecting pomp le of thy 
Son,.and thou, was teaching me to follow ms 
and I. ſaid, thy Will, O Father. be done,” 
Sil #rrt F191 3 
Many were of his wainki expreſſions 
might have been inſerted here orb 


chad: unneceſſhry, 7 99 ee d- 


£ 7 


1 eh. 4 Pad natural 
capacity — doin Sper to the manifeſta- 
of Divine having in patience 


— humility: endured many deep baptiſms, 
he became thereby ſanctified and fitted for 
the Lord's work, and was truly ſerviceable 
in his Church: Dwelli in afl fear and 
watchfulneſs, he was 5 Ly in his public-ap- 
pearances to feel the putting forth of the Di- 
vine Hand; ſo that the ſpring of the goſpel 
miniſtry . often, flowed. thro him with great 
artes purity, as a refreſhing ſtream to 
the weary travellers towards the city of God: 
, IM in dividing the word, he was furniſhed | 

i" 


by Him in Leto he! hid all the treaſured 
wil and knowledge, to communicate 
freely 10 the ſeveral ſtates of the people where 
Mi Tot. yrs cal ' His conduct at other tines 
iſh the like watehful cireum- 


JS 


wt 2 ing, © b Ac bm 
aded Aut, as! th lf of - 
in the earth, all abuſe 
5 8 1, Toth of ie hu 


8 1 122 of F tcp deo Ae 
overflowing ſtream of 1 his Ae 
2 ten a life of mourn F 

L MH 3 » 93811 0 {FT nds 1 167 
"© He was deeply cee Finn ubeceut-of 
that inhuman and iniquitous practice ef ma- 
11 ſla ves of the peop le of Africa or hold- 
| em in that Ae and, en that account, 
We underſtand he hath not ly wrote ſome 
wks, but travelled: much on the continent 
of / America, f in order to make the Negre-maſ: 
ters (eſpecially thoſe in profeſſion with us) fer. 
ble of the 4157 A hq practice; and, tho | 
u this journey to England The Was far remove 
ed from the outward Fight of their ſufferings, 
_ his deep exerciſe of mind remained; as 


rs by a ſhort treatiſe he Wrote in this jout- 

ey, and his frequent concern to'open'the mi: 

ſerable ſtate of this deeply f injured people 
His teſtimony in the laſt meeting he attended | 
Wes on this ſubjea, wherein” he ö ba y 

: | that 


- 


\ = 1 
that, as we as a ſociety, "when under outward 


ſufferings, had ofte 08 it our 9 to 


lay them before thoſ TICY', A 
by, in the Lord's time, "0 gad bre rl Bet, Mo 
he recommended this oppreſſed part "rt the cre- 


ation to our notice; that we may, 88 ay may 
n, repreſent their ſufferings in an indiviqu- 
be cud Peng, utho- 


N. Hoe 
i ent 3 Song snd 61185 fl 


171 ce 1 555 225 
4. ou 2 1 


* 


e N Ls 
15 pe — it to — to E att tern 
felf-denial, with reſpea to they things 


of this life, and earneſtly to labour with friends 
in the meekneſs of widdom, to impreſs on 
their minds the great importance of our teſti- 
mony in theſe things, recommending to the 
guidance of the bleſſed Truth in this and all 
other concerns, and cautioning ſuch as are ex- 
perienced therein, againſt contenting them- 
ſelves with acting up to the ſtandard of others, 
but to be careful to make theſtandard of Truth, 
manifeſted to them, the meaſure of their obe- 
dience: For, ſaid he, That purity of life 
which proceeds from kaithfulneſb i in tollowing 7 
the Spirit of Truth, that ſtate where our 
minds are devoted to ſerve God, and all our 
wants a bounded by his wiſdom; this ha- 
bitation has often been opened before me as 
lace of retirement for the children of the 

F-: I light, where they may ſtand ſeparated from 
that 
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: timony of our innocence in 1 


pn 
828 


vii 1 : 
v nch Aifordereth and confuſeth the af- 


ſociety, and where we may have — 
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w hold us. e, d 
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fervent deſires, that we 
as a people may - by our example, pro- 
mote the Lord's work in the earth; and, our 
hearts being prepared, may unite in prayer to 
the great Lord of the in bans that, as in his 
infinite wiſdom he hat \ 
church, i 'by 3 
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MONTHLYGMEETING 6 01 t a 


3: 13 


* 4s 


JOHN: woouman, arge 


T bonn in rthampto 
& Prawn of Burlington, and. — 
New-Jerſey, in the eighth month, 1720, 
of: —— parents, who inſtructed him very 
carly in the principles of the ohriſtian religion; 
as profeſſed by the people called Quakers: 
which he eſteemed a bleſſing to him, e Ep 
his younger years, tending to preſerve him 
from the infection of wicked children: But, 
thro' the workings of the enemy, and levis 
22 to youth,” he frequently deviated 
thoſe parental-precepts; - by which he 
laid a renewed ——— repentance, that 
was finally ſueceeded by a godly ſorrow not 
to be repented of; and ſo became acquainted 
with that ſanQifying - power which qualifies 
for true goſpel miniſtry, into which he was 
called about the twenty- ſecond year of his 
age; and, by a faithful uſe of the talents dom. 
* Mitte to him, he * an * 
. unti 


| 
. 
{ 


{ „ Ar oe Energy; wore” * 


— of F ding = word 44 oh to the 
different ſtates he miniſtered unto; diſpenſing. 
milk to babes, and meat to thoſe of of riger years. 
Thus he found the efficacy of that power to 
ariſe, which in his own expreſſions, 
res the creature to ſtand like a trumpe t chro⸗ 
Which the Lord ſpeaks to his jw es of He 
was a loving huſband, à tender father, and 
humane to TTY fo of .the Keef 
under his care. e 


£ 7 x 
+3 F 7 1 1 1 N 


"OR d;tho in af, 
fl Pi cones — by, por at hk "ak ; 
whom: — re 223 his aflitance 
and aharity. He was for many, years deeply 
exerciſe on account of the poor enſla ved 
| Africans; whoſe cauſe, as he ſometimes men- 

tianed, lay almoſt continually upon him; and, 
to ohtain liberty to thoſe captives, he labour- 5 
ed both in public and pri vate, and was favour- 
ed to ee Hos ndeamouns crowned: with conſi ?- 
derble ſucceſs. He ly,deſtrous 
that friands ſhould not be — to lay 
bunden on this 


raſſed people, but remem+ 
berſthel days of fu from which they had 
been jally delivered; that, if times of 


ſbould return no injuſtice dealt to 


welt in lavery might vſe in judgment againſt 
us, but, being clear e o OCCa- 
ſions addrefs the Aln with la degree of 


confidence for his i ion and relief; be» 
ing particularly careful as to himſelf, not to 
W 


conve- 


I 
. bfe anbieh deen ee 
op labour... 
J 301 bon: 
— — Lol ar Han. hog ad 
minds of others, redeemed from the plea 
amd i te profits. of this world, and to 
fix them an thoſe Joys which fade nat away; 
his principal care — after a life of — 
endeavouringto avid hot only the oſſer 
tions, bitithoſe alſa which, appearing <p 
mare refined dreſs, are not{ufficientlyiguarded 
againſt by ſome:well-diſpeſed:people.; In the 
latter 405 of his pales? wil "remarkable for 
the plainneſb and: ſi ty; is dreſs, 
as mundh as paſſible, avoided the uſe of plate, 
cofily; furniture and: feaſting; thereby endea-- 
2 to become an example of temperance 
denial, ; Which he believed himſelf 
ale unto; and Wag favoured With peace 
therein, althq it carried the appearagae of 
great anſterity in the view of fone; dalle was 
very moderate in his charges in the way of bu» 
fineſb, amd int his deſites aſter gain; and tho 
a man of induſtry;: avoided,; and ſtrove much 
2 lead others out of ane labour _ 
ankiquſiieſs after periſhable!things;: being. 
firous that: the flirength of our 1 


1 bene means abuſe * rn That the gifts . 


PromdenceJſhould be thankfully received and 
applica to the a they were deſi gned for. = 


E [| xi 7] 
He ſeveral times opened a ſchool at Mount. 
Holly, for the inſtruction of poor chil- 
dren and others; being concerned r their 
help and improvement therein: -His love 
— care for the riſing youth among us was 
e's great, recommending to parents and 
thoſe who have the charge of them, to ehuſe 
eonſeientious and pious tutors; ſaying, It is 
a lovely ſight to behold innocent child: 
and that, < to labour for their help 
ut which would marr the as ol of Now 
inds, is a debt we owe them. Mot vd fin: 
J ͤ ˙ oo fl 8h al to Feqg $333 
- His minifiry was ſound, 'very deep and Pe» 
netrating, ſometimes: ating be Sotho: - 
_ ous fithation which indulgence and e 


leads into; wr qr exhorting others, eſpe· 
yout 


cially the not to be diſcouraged at he 
7 difficulties which occur;but preſs after purity. 
He often ed an earneſt engagement 


that Pure Wifdomſhould be attended to, which 
would lead into lowlineſs of mind and reſig- 
nation to the divine will, in which Nate; Cinall 
| | en pore Cages Wet OE FHETen, 10 Fs = 
DAE mod $5 10-316 249550 xs! oy - 
— TrvtianfaQing the the affairs of diſcipline, his 
t' was nd and clear, and he was 
very uſeful in treating with thoſe! Who had 
done amiſs ; he viſited ſuch in @ private way 
in that plainneſs vvhich truth dictates, ſhew- 
ng great tenderneſs and chriſtian forbearance. 
He was a conſtant attender of — 
meeting, in "which! ere g a good exam 
ene Fe: ee 55 gd 


Fa} ; 
and particularly uſeful; aſſiſting in the biſt- 

_ neſs thereof with great wei ht and attention; 
He ſeveral times viſtted- moſt of the meetings 
of friends in this and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, with the concurrence of the — 
meeting to which he belonged, and we have 
reaſon to believe had good ſorvice therein; 


| | enerally Or always expreſſing at his return 


ow it had fared with him, and the evidence 
of peace in his Mind for thus performing his 
duty. He was often concerned with other 
friends in the important ſervice of viſiting fſa- 
milies, which he was enabled to go thro to 
ſatisfaction, . 999% arent 2d Jars 


In the minutes of the meeting of miniſters 


and elders for this quarter, at the foot of a 


liſt of the members of that meeting, made 
about five years before his death, we find in 
his hand- writing the following obſervation and 
teflections. As looking over the minutes 
made by perſons who have put off this body, 
hath ſometimes revived in me a thought how 
ages paſs away; ſo this liſt may probably re- 
vive a like thought in ſome, when I; and the 
reſt of the perſons abovenamed, are centered 
in another ftate of being. The Lord; who 
was the guide of my youth, hath in tender 
mercies helped me hitherto; he hath healed 
me of wounds; he hath helped me out of 
1evous entanglements; he remains to be the 
Rrength of my life; to whom I deſire to de- 
vote myſelf in time, and in eternity. _ 
Signed, John Woolman. | 8 - 
n 


11 
in the twelfth month, 17) 1, he acquainted 
this xevtitig) that he fund his mind drawn 
5 4 feligiens viſit Re N 

of England, particularly in Yorkſhife, 
bo the firſt month 1772, he obtained our cer 


tificate;. 1 . 
gur y m and by the h 9 
meeting of — hurts elders at Phila: 
e embarked on his voyay 
fifth, and arrived in London in . Pas 
month following, at the time of their annual 
in that city! During his ſhort viſit 
to friends in that kingdom, we are informed 
that his ſervices were acceptable and edifying. 
In his laſt illneſs he uttered many lively and 
comfortable expreſſions, being perfect 
figned, having no will either to live or die, 
as appears by the teſtitno of friends at "York 
min Great- Britain, in the ſuburbs whereof, at 
the houſe: of our friend Thomas Prieſtman, 
he died of the ſmall - pox, on the ſeventh day 
the tenth month, 5 52 ard was buried 
in friends buryin 8 in that city, on 
the ninth of the er q a ſolid meeting 
held om the occaſion, at their great meeting 
houſe: He waslaged near ſifty- wo, a miniſter 
upwards of thitty- years, during which time 
be belonged to Mountcholly particular meet- 
ing; which he diligentiy attended 4 — at 
home and in health of body; and his labo 2 
of ee . far he D | 


F 
not be forgotten, but that his good works 
may be remembered to edification, 23 5 
Signed in, and by order of the ſaid meetin . 
by SAMUEL ALLINSON, Clerk, 

Read and approved at our quarterly-meet- 


ing, held at Burlington the 29th of the 8th 
month, 1774. 


Signed by order of ſaid meeting, 
DANIEL SMITH, Clerk. 
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oF THE | 


LIFE Aub TRAVELS” 


or 


JOHN WOOLMAN, 


In rug Ben vrer OF THE GosPEL. 


— — OY ek. _ ** 4 


"I —_— = 2 "56 6 : ag 9 
: 


CHAP. L 


: His birth and parentage, with fans atcount of 
de operations of divine grace on bis mind in 
_ bes s firſt appearance in the mini- 
en -= bis conſiderations, while young, on 
ee b of . 


HAvzB often felt a motion of love to 
leave ſome hints in writin 7 my experi- 
— the goodneſs of God: And now, in the 
thirty- ſixth year of my age, I this work. 

I was born in Northampton, in Burlington 
county, Weſt- Jerſey, in the year 1720; and 
before I Was ſeven years old I began to be 
acquainted with the — „ 


2 The LIFE ond TRAVELS 


Thro' the care of my parents, I was taught 
to read near as ſoon as I was capable of it; 
and as I went from ſchool one ſeventh day, 1 
remember while my companions went to play 
by the way, I went forward out of ſight, and 
ſitting down I read the 22d chapter of the 

Revelations. *© He ſhewed me a pure river 
« of water of life, clear as chryſtal, proceed- 

ing out of the throne of God and of the ++ 

„Lamb, c.“ and in reading it, my mind 
was drawn to ſeek after that pure habitation, 
which, I then believed, God had ed 
for his ſervants. The place where I ſate, and 
the ſweetneſs that attended my mind, re- 
mains freſh in my memory. 

This, and the like gracious eitations, had 
that effect upon me, that when bo boys uſed ill 
language, it troubled me; and thro' the con- 

tinued mercies of God, I was preſerved from 
it. | 

The pious inſtructions of my rents were 
often freſh in my mind when I pm to 
be among wicked children, and were of. uſe 

to me. My parents, having a large family of 
children, uſed frequently, on firſt days after 
meeting, to put us to read in the holy ſcrip- 
| tures, or ſome religious books, one after ang- 
ther, the reſt ſitting by without much conver- 
ſation; which, I have ſince; often thought, 
was a good practice. From what I had read 
and heard, r believed there: had been, in paſt 
ages, ople. who. walked. in uprightneſs bez | 
fore, God, in a degree exceeding; any that I 
knew or © nnd of, : NOM: living: And the ap- 
| ft prehenſion 
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prehenſion of there being leſs ſteadineſs and 
firmneſs amongſt people in this age than in 
paſt ages, enen croubled | me while 1 Was ww 
child. om +07 
10M. thinks markable in „ chikthood-1 was, 
that once going to a neighbour's houſe, I ſaw 
on the way, a Robin ſitting on her neſt, and 
as I came near ſhe went off, but having young 
ones, flew about, and with many cries ex- 
preſſed her concern for them; I ſtood and 

threw ſtones at her, till one ſtriking: her, ſhe 
fell down dead: At firſt I was pleaſed with 
the exploit; but after a few minutes was ſeiz- 
ed wit horror, as having, in a ſportive way 
killed an innocent creature while ſhe was care- 
ful for her young: I beheld her lying dead, 
and thought thoſe young ones, for which ſhe 
Was ſo careful, muſt now periſh for the want 
of their dam to nouriſh them; and after ſome 
painful conſiderations on the ſubject, I climb- 
ed up the tree, took all the young birds, and 
killed them; ſuppoſing that, better than to 
leave them to pine away and die miſerably: 
And believed, in this caſe, that ſcripture pro- 
verb was fulfilled, The tender mercies of 
« the-wicked are cruel.” I then went on 


| errand, but, for ſome-hours, could think of 


little elſe: but the cruelties I had committed; 
and was much troubled. Thus He, whoſe 
tender mercies are over all his works, hath 
placed a principle in the human mind, which 
incites to exerciſe goodneſs towards every liv- 
ing creature; and this being ſingly attended 
ay e become tender-hearted and ſympa- 
= 2 b thin 
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thizing; but bei uently and totally re- 
ed the mind cla tat up in ina contra- 
ry diſpoſition. . 

About the twelfth year of my age, my | Rahe 
being abroad, my mother reproved me for 
ſome miſcondudt, to which I made an unduti- 
ful reply; and the next firſt day, as I was 
with my father returning from meeting, he 
told me he underſtood I had behaved amiſs to 
my mother, and adviſed me to be more care- 
ful in future. I knew myſelf blameable, and 
in ſhame and confuſion remained filent. Be- 
ing thus awakened to a fenſe of my wicked- 
_ neſs, I felt remorſe in my mind, and getting 
home, I retired and prayed to the Lord to for- 
give me; and do not remember; that I ever, 
after that, ſpoke unhandſomely to either of 
N Parents, however fooliſh in forae other 

th 

i d the age of aitoen en years, I 
began to love wanton company; 1 
was preſerved from profane or ſcan- 
dalous conduct, ſtill 1 perceived a plant in 
me vrhich produced much wild grapes: Vet 
my merciful Father forſook me not utterly, 
but at times, thro! his grace, I was brought 
ſeriouſly to conſider my ways; and the fight 
of my backſlidings affected me with ſorrow; 
but for want of rightly attending to the re- 
proofs, of inſtruction, vanity was added to va- 
nity, and repentance to repentance: Upon 
the whole, m tel was more and more ali- 
enated from 14 truth, and I haſtened toward 


deſtruction. While L meditate-on the gulf to- 


wards | 


1 amazement, with full force ſeize me, even 


is as fire and a hammer, broke and diſſolved 


put up in contrition; and in the multitude: 


wards which I travelled, and reflect on my 
youthful diſobedience, for theſe things 1 


weep, mine eye runneth down with water. 
"Advancing in age the number of my ac- 
quaintance increaſed, and r way 
w more difficult: Tho I had found com- 

rt in reading the holy ſcriptures, and think · 
ing on heavenly things, I was now eſtranged 
| therefrom: I knew I was going from the 


flock of Chriſt, and had no reſolution to re- 


turn; hence ſerious reflections were uneaſy 
to me, and youthful vanities and diverſions 
my greateſt pleaſure, Running in this road 
I found many like myſelf; and we aſſocia- 
ted in that which is reverſe to true friendſhip. 

But in this ſwift race it pleaſed God to vi- 
ſit me with ſickneſs, ſo that I doubted of re- 
covering; and then did darkneſs, horror, and 


when * = and diſtreſs of body was'very 
t. I thought it would have been better 

r me never to have had a being, than to 
ſee the day which I now ſaw, I was filled 
with confuſion; and in great afſfliction, both 
of mind and body, I lay and bewailed myſelf. 

IL had not confidence to lift up my cries to 
God, whom I had thus offended; but, in a 


deep ſenſe of my great folly, I was humbled - 


before him: And, at length, that Word which 
my rebellious heart, and then my cries were 
of his mercies I found inward relief, and felt 


» 
* 


a cloſe engagement, that if he was pleaſed to 
„„ reſtore, 
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reſtore my health, 1 might walk humbly be- 


fore him. 

After my recovery, this exerciſe remained 
with me a conſiderable time; but, by degrees, 
giving way to youthful vanities, they gained 
ſtrength, and getting with wanton young peo- 

ple I loft ground. The Lord had been very 
gracious, and ſpoke peace to me in the time 
of my diſtreſs; * 1 w moſt ungratefully 
turned again to folly ; on which account, at 
times, I felt ſharp _— wut did not get low 
enough to cry for help. I was not ſo hardy 
as to commit things ſcandalous; but to exceed 
in vanity, and promote mirth, was my chief 
ſtudy. Still I retained a love and eſteem for 
. pious people; and their company brought an 
awe upon me. My dear parents, ſeveral times, 
admoniſhed me in the fear of the Lord, and 
their admonition entered into my heart, and 
had a good effe for a ſeaſon; but not get- 
ting deep enough to pray rightly, the tempt- 
er, when he came, found entrance. I remem- 
ber, once having ſpent a part of the day in 
wantonnelſs, wa, went to bed at night, To 
lay in a window, near my bed, a bible, which 
I 3 and firſt caſt my eye on the text, 
e we lie down in our ſhame, and our confali- 
on cover us;” this I knew to be my caſe: And 
meeting with ſo unexpected a reproof, I was 
ſomewhat affected with it, and went to bed 
under remorſe of conſcience; ; which I ſoon | 
caſt off again. 


Thus time paſt on; my hee was repleniſh- 8 


od with mirth and wantonneſs, while pleaſ- 
ing 


A 
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ing ſcenes of vanity were preſented to my 
imagination, till I attained the age of * eigh- 
teen years; near which time I felt the judg- 
ments of God, in my ſoul, like a conſumin 
fire; and looking over my paſt life, the proſ- 
pect was moving.— ! was often ſad, and long- . 
ed to be delivered from thoſe vanities; then 
again, my heart was ſtrongly inclined to them, 


and there was in me a ſore conflict: At times 


I turned to folly; and then again, ſorrow and 
confuſion took hold of me. In a while J re- 
ſolved totally to leave off ſome of my vani- 
ties; but there was a ſecret reſerve in my 
heart, of the more refined part of them, and 

I was not low enough to find true peace. Thus, 
for ſome months I had great troubles; there 
remaining in me an unſubjected will, which 
rendered my labours fruitleſs, till at length, 
thro' the merciful continuance of heavenly 
viſitations, I was made to bow down in ſpi- 
rit before the Lord. I remember one evening 
I had ſpent ſome time in reading a pious au- 
thor; and walking out alone, I humbly pray- 
ed to the Lord for his help, that I might be 
delivered from all thoſe vanities which ſo en- 
ſnared me. Thus being brought low, he help 

ed me; and as I learned to bear the wr 
I felt refreſhment to come from his preſence ; 
but not keeping in that ſtrength which gave 
victory, I loſt 2 again; the ſenſe of 
which greatly affected me; and I ſought de- 
ſerts and lonely places, and there with tears 
did confeſs my ſins to God, and humbly cra- 
ved help of him. And I may ſay with reve- 
1 | * 
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rence, he was near to me in my troubles, and 
in thoſe times of humiliation opened my ear 
to diſcipline. I was now led to look ſeriouſly 
at the means by which I was drawn from the 
re truth, and learned this, that if I would 
live in the life which the faithful ſervants of 
155 God lived in, I muſt not go into company as 
heretofore in my own will; but all the crav- 
ings of ſenſe muſt be governed by a divine 
principle. In times of ſorrow and abaſement 
theſe inſtructions were ſealed upon me, and I 
felt the power of Chriſt prevail over ſelfiſh 
deeſires, ſo that I was preſerved in a good de- 
|  gree of ſteadineſs; and being young, and be- 
teving, at that time, that a ſingle life was 
beſt for me, I was ſtrengthened to keep from 
ſuch company as had often been a ſnare to 


I kept ſteadily to meetings; wm firſt day 
afternoons chiefly in reading the ſoriptures and 
other good books; and was early convinced in 
my mind, that true religion conſiſted in an in- 
ward life, wherein the heart doth love and re- 
verence God the Creator, and learns to exer- 
ceiſe true juſtice and goodneſs, not only to- 
ward all men, but alſo toward the brute crea- 
tures—'That as the mind was moved, by an 
inward principle, to love God as an inviſible 
incomprehenſible Being; by the ſame princi- 
ple it was moved to love him in all his manj- 
feſtations in the viſible world—That, as by 
his breath, the flame of life was kindled in 
all animal ſenſible creatures, to ſay we love 
God as unſeen, and, at the ſame time, * 
"a. 


fellow ereatures increaſed in me: This will be 
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_ ciſe cruelty toward the leaft creature moving 
by his life, or by life derived from him; was 
a contradiction in itſelf. | 


I found no-narrowneſs reſpecting fie and 5 


opinions; but believed, that fincere upright 
hearted people, in every ſociety, ho truly love 
God; were accepted of him. ; 
As I lived under the croſs, and fimply fal- 
lowed the openings of truth, _ — from 
day to day, was more enli my former 
acquaintance were left to jud _ me as they 
would, for I found it tt fr me to live in 
private, and keep theſe things ſealed up in my 
own breaſt. While 1 ſilently ponder on that 
change wrought in me, I find no language e- 
Anal to it, nor any means to convey to ano- 
a clear idea of it. I looked upon the 
| va of God in this viſible creation, and an 
awfulneſs covered me; my heart was tender 
and often contrite, and univerſal love to my 


underſtood by ſuch who A in the 
ſame path. Some glances o may 
be ſeen in their faces, who dwell | — | 


neſs, 
„in the ſound: of that 


There is a hnemony 
voice to which Son love gives utterance, 
and ſome appearance of right order in their 
temper and conduct, whole paſſions are regu- 
lated; yet all theſe do not fully ſhew forth 
that inward life to ſuch who have not felt it; 
but this white ſtone and new name is known 
_ rightly to fuch 2285 who have it. 


| Now 
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Now tho' I had been thus ſtrengthened to 
bear the croſs, I ſtill found myſelf in great 
danger, having many weakneſſes attending 
me, and ſtrong temptations to wreſtle with; 

in the feeling whereof I frequently withdrew 
into private places,. and often with tears be- 
ſought the Lord to help me, whoſe 3 
car was open to my cry. 
2 this time I lived with my parents, and 
rw, 6 on the plantation; and having had 
hooling pretty , for a planter, I uſed to 
— it in winter-evenings, and other lei- 
ſure times; and being in the twenty-firſt year 


1 of my age, a man, in much buſineſs at ow 


keeping and baking, aſked me, if I wou d 
hire with him to tend ſhop and keep books, I 
acquainted my father with the propoſal; and 
after ſome deliberation, it was ay ted for me 


+ * 

. Kh Tl I had lived EINE wo now un 5 
ing a proſpect of being much in the way of 
company, I felt frequent and fervent cries in 
my heart to God, the Father of mercies, that 
he would preſerve me from all taint and cor- 
ruption; that, in this more public employ- 
ment I might ſerve rg cious Re- 
dieemer, in that humility 4 12 If denial, with 

which I had been, in a ry degree, exerciſed 
in a more private life. The man who em- 
ployed me, furniſhed a ſhop in Mount-Holly, 
about five miles from my father's houſe, and 
ſix from his own; and there I lived alone, and 
tended his ſhop. Shortly after my ſettlement 
here, I was viſited by ſeveral young people 


my h 
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my former ac aintance, who knew not but 
— would be as agreeable to me now as 
over; and, at theſe times, I cried to the Lord 
in ſecret for wiſdom and ſtrength; for I felt 
myſelf encompaſſed with difficulties, and had 
freſh occafion to bewail the follies of time paſt, 
in contracting a familiarity with libertine 
ple: And as I had now left my father's houſe 
outwardly, I found my heavenly Father' to be 
merciful to me beyond what I can ex _ 
By day I was much amongſt people, and 


8 had many trials to go thro'; but in the even- 


I I was moſtly alone, and may with thank- 
| Rs — that, in thoſe times, the 
ſpirit of ſupplication was often poured upon 
me; under which I was 3 * 8 
and felt my ſtrength renewed. BL 
In a few months after I came . my 
maſter bought ſeveral Scotchmen ſervants, 
from on board a veſſel, and brought them to 
Mount-Holly to ſell; one of which was taken 


ſick and died. 


In the latter part of Hin übel his; 0 | 
delirious, uſed to curſe and ſwear neſt ſor- 
rowfully; and the next night after his burial, 
] was left to ſleep alone in the ſame chamber 
where he died: I perceived in me a timorouſ- 
neſs; I knew, however, L had not injured the 
man, but aſſiſted in taking care of him ac- 
cording; to my capacity; and was not free to 
aſk any one, on that occaſion, to ſleep with 
me: Nature was feeble; but every trial was 
a freſh incitement to give myſelf up wholly. 
to the ſervice of God, for 1 found no hel 

like him in times of trouble. Aer 


12 The LIFE and TRAVELS 
After a while, my former acquaintance 
gave over expecting me as one of their com- 
pany; and I began to be known to ſome whoſe 
converſation was helpful to me: And now, as 
I had experienced the love of God, thro' ſe- 
ſus Chriſt, to redeem me from many polluti- 
ons, and to be a ſuccour to me thro a ſea of 
conflicts, with which no perſon was fully ac- 
quainted; and as my heart was often enlarg- 
ed in this heavenly principle, I felt a tender 
compaſſion for the youth, who remained en- 
in ſnares like thoſe which had entan- 
ed me from one time to another: This love 
and tenderneſs increaſed; and my mind was 
more ſtrongly engaged for the good of my fel- 
low-creatures. [ wane to meetings in an aw- 
ful frame of er _ en | —— 
. mwardly acquainted with the language of the 
true Shepherd; and one day being under a 
ſtrong exerciſe of ſpirit, I ſtood up, and ſaid 
ſome words in a meeting; but not keeping 
cloſe to the divine opening, I ſaid more than 
was required of me; and being ſoon ſenſible 
of my error, I was afflicted in my mind ſome 
weeks, without any light or comfort, even to 
that degree that I could not take ſatisfaction in 
any thing : I remembered God, and was trou- 
bled; and, in the depth of my diſtreſs, he 
had py upon me, and ſent the Comforter: I 
then felt forgiveneſs for my offence, and my 
mind became calm and quiet, being truly 
thankful to my gracious Redeemer for his mer- 
_ cies; and after this, feeling the ſpring of di- 
vine love opened, and a concern to air * 
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ſaid a few words in a meeting, in which I 
found peace; this, I believe, was about ſix 
weeks from the firſt time: and, as I was thus 
humbled and diſciplined under the croſs, 


_ 
underſtanding became more Rirengthened. to 


| —. and taught n me — 


b l le + trumpet f ro which the 
Lord: ſpeaks to his flock. Tf . 
From an inward puri f inng ſtedfaſt i abi- 
under it, a lively operative deſire 
Fan For 2 the faithful are 
illed to the public miniſtry; but whoever: 
are, are called to miniſter of that which they 
have taſted and —— — Tbe out- 


Ng — of Jeſus Chriſt, 
'4Y operation of his ſpirit on their 
ing thi and thus giving 
them jak p 

This truth was early fixed in my mind; 
and I was taught to watch the pure Koro 
and to take heed, leſt, while 175 ſtanding to 


15 own will ſhould e 
—— e ly wiſ- 
| part from the channel of —— 
In the management of my 
| I may ſay with thankfulneſs, 
2 truth t to — upport; and I was 
reſpected i in my — family, who came to 
live in 3 em two _ after 


ing there. 971 
E 3 
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About the twenty=third year of my age, 15 
had many freſh and heavenly openings, in re- 
ſpect to the care and providence of the Al- 
mighty over his creatures in general, and o- 
ver man as the moſt noble amongſt thoſe 
vrhich are viſible. And being clearly convin- 
ced in my judgment, that to place my whole 

truſt in God was beſt for me, I felt renewed 
engagements, that in all things I might act 
on an inward principle of virtue, and purſue 
worldly buſineſs no further, than as truth _ 
Peredmnz way therein 

About the time called Chriſtmas; obſerved 
many people from the country, and dwellers: 
in town, who, reſorting to publick-houſes, 
ſpent their time in drinking and vain ſports, 
tending to corrupt one another; on which ac- 
count L-was much troubled. At one houſe in 
ieular there was much bene and I be- 
1 — it was a duty incumbent on me to 80 | 

and ſpeak to the maſter of that houſe. I con- 
ſidered. I was young, and that ſeveral elderly: 
friends in town had opportunity to ſee theſe 

things; but tho I would gladly have been ex- 
cuſed, yet I could not feel my mind clear. 

{The exerciſe: was heavy: And as I was 
reading what the Almighty ſaid to Ezekiel, 
reſpecting his duty as a watchman, the matter 
was ſet home more clearly; and then, with 
prayers and tears, 1 beſought the Lord for his 
aſſiſtance, who, in loving-kindneſa, gave me 
a reſigned heart: Then, at a ſuitable oppor- 
tunity, J went to the publick-houſe; and lee 
ing the man amongſt much company, I went 
AoA to 


Ne OE 
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to him, and told him, I wanted to ſpeak with 
him; ſo we went aſide, and there, in the fear 
and dread of the Almighty, I expreſt to him 
_ what reſted on my mind; which he'took kind- 
ly, and afterward ſhewed more regard to me 
than before. In a few years afterwards he di- 


ed, middle-aged; and I often thought, that 


| had I neglected my duty in that caſe, it would 


have given me great trouble; and I was humb- 
ly thankful to my gracious Father, who had 
ee me herein. 


My employer having a negro woman, ſold 


her, and deſired me to write a bill of ſale, 
the man being waiting who bought her: The 
thing was ſudden; and tho' the thoughts of 
writing an inſtrument of ſlavery for one of 
my fellow-creatures felt uneaſy, yet I remem- 
bered I was hired by the year, that it was my 
maſter who directed me to do it, and that it 


was an elderly man, a member of our ſociety, 


who bought her; ſo, thro' weakneſs, I gave 
Way, and wrote it; but, at the executing it, 
I was ſo afflicted in my mind, that I ſaid, be- 
fore my maſter and the friend, that I believed 
 ſlave-keeping to be a practice inconſiſtent 
with the chriſtian religion: This in ſome de- 
gre abated my uneaſineſs; yet, as often as 
reflected ſeriouſly upon it, I thought I ſhould 
have been clearer, if I had deſired to be ex- 
cuſed from it, as a thing againſt my conſci- 
ence; for ſuch it was. d ſome time after 
this, a young man, of our ſociety, ſpoke to 
me to write a conveyance of a ſlave to him; 
he having lately taken a negro into his houſe: 
"MARY 


A 
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I told him, I was not eaſy to write it ; for, 
tho' many of our meeting and in other places 
kept Laves, I ſtill believed the practice was 
not right; and deſired to be excuſed from the 
. — E e to him in good will; and 
he told me, that keeping flaves was not alto- 
gether agreeable to his mind; but that the 
F his wie, he had 
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. His 47 9 5 on 4 religious viſit fits 250. 
Jierſe „in company with Abraham Farringtou—: 
| His thoughts bn merchandizings and his learn 
bids. 4 a trade——His ſecond journey, with 1/aac 
Andrews,” into Pennſylvania, Maryland,” Virgo 
Mo nia, and Nori. Curolina.— His third journey, 
- with Peter Andrews; ird part of Weſt and 
\, Eaft-Jerſey-—-Some account of his fiſter Elixa- 
1 beth, and her death His fourth journey, with 
Teter Anirews; thro* New-York and Long -Jland, 
to New-England—— And' his fifth journey, with 
Jon Sykes, to the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
| and the Lower Counties on Delaware. k 3 
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NAVY PET friend Abbltiags: Patring- 
IVI ton, being about to make a! viſit to 
tende oti the eaſtern ſide of this province, 
and Having no companion, he propoſed to 
me to go with him; arid after a conference 
with ſome elderly friends, J agreed to go: S0 
we ſet out the fifth day of the ninth month, 
in the year 1743; had an evening meeting at 
à tavern in Brunſwick, a town in which 
none of our ſociety dwelt; the room was full, 
ind the people quiet. Thence to Amboy, and 
had an evening meeting in the court-houſe ; 
to which came many people, amongſt whom 
were ſeveral anben of aſſembly, they be- 
wk in town on: the public affairs of the pro- 
C n n 
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vince: in both theſe meetings my antient 


companion was enlarged to preach, in the 


love of the goſpel. Thence we went to Wood- 
bridge, Raway, and Plainfield; and had fix 
or ſeven meetings in places where friends 
meetings are not uſually held, being made 
up chiefly of Preſbyterians, and my beloved 


companion was frequently a: to 


publiſh the word of Life amongſt them: 


As for me, I was often ſilent thro' the 


meetings; and when I ſpake, it was with 
much care, that I might ſpeak only what 
truth opened: My mind was often tender, 
and I learned ſome profitable leſſons. We 


were out about: two. weeks. 


Near this time, being on ſome outward bu- 


ſineſs in which ſeveral families were concern- 


ed, and which was attended with difficulties, 


ſome things relating thereto not being clearly 


| Rated, nor rightly. underſtood by all, there 


aroſe ſome heat in the minds of the parties, 
and one valuable friend got off his watch; 
I had a great regard for him, and felt a tro 
inclination, after matters were ſettled, to ſpe 


to him concerning his conduct in that caſe; | 
but I being a youth, and he far advanced in 


age and experience, my way appeared diffi- 

cult; but after ſome days deliberation, and 
+ inward ſecking to the Lord for aſſiſtance, I 
was made ſubject; ſo that I expreſt what Lt 


upon me, in a way which became my you 


and his years: And tho' it was a hard taſk 
to me, it was well taken, and, A believe, was 


uſeful to us both, 
Having 


* 
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Having now been ſeveral years with my 
employer, and he doing leſs at merchandize 
than heretofore, I was thoughtful. of ſome 
other way of: buſineſs; | ve. ans merchan- 


die to NG attended wit much oumber, in 


the way of trading in theſe part. 
My mind, thee? the power of truth, Was 
in à good degree weaned: from the deſire of 
outward greatneſs; : and I was learning to be 
content with real conveniencies, that were 
nat caſtly; ſo that a way of life, free from 
much entanglements, appeared beſt for me. 
tho che income might be ſmall. I had ſeveral 
offers of buſineſs that appearetl profiteble, but 
did not ſee my way clear: to accept of them; 
as believing the buſineis propoſedd would be 
attended with more outward care and cumber 
than was required of me to engage in- 

I faw that a * 92. — with the bleſſing 
of the Lord might live on a little: And that 
where the heart was ſet on greatneſs; ſueteſs 
in buſineſs did not ſatisfy the craving; but 
that commonly with an increaſe of Wealth, 

the deſire of wealth increaſed, 3 
care on my mind ſo to paſs my that 
nothing might hinder me — — moſt 
— 4 nene e to een voice anf the: true Sep- 
My einer, tho' now a Arent anodes 
was by trade a taylor, and kept a ſervant- 
man at that buſineſs; and I began to think 
I ſhould ſettle, I might, by this trade, and 
a little retailing of gaads, det a living 


41 C > - in 
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in a plain way, without the load of great 
buſineſs : I mentioned it to my employer, 
and we ſoon agreed on terms; and then, 

vhen I had leiſure, from the affairs of mer 
cChandize, I worked with his man. I believed 
the hand of ' Providence” pointed out this bu- 
ſineſs for me; and was taught to be content 


With it, tho 1 felt at times, a diſpoſition 


frriends in ſome of the back ſettlements of 


that would have ſought for ſomething great- 
er: But thro the revelation of Jeſus hriſt, 
I had ſeen the happineſs of humility, and 
there was an earneſt deſire in me to enter 
deep into it; and, at times, this deſire aroſe 
to a degree of fervent ſupplication, wherein 
my ſoul was ſo environed with heavenly light 
NY that things were made _ 
o me which had been otherwiſe. 
Alfter ſome time, my e died; 
ſhe'was a virtuous woman, and generally be- 
loved of her neighbours: And ſoon after this, 
he leſt ſhopkeeping; and we parted. I then 
wrought at my trade, as a taylor; carefully 
attended meetings for worſhip and diſcipline 3 
and found an enlargement of goſpel love in 
my mind, and therein 4 concern to viſit 


Pennſylvania and Virginia; and being 
thoughtful about a companion, I expreſſed it 
to my beloved friend Iſaac Andrews, who 
then told me that he had drawings to the 
ame places; and alſo to go thro! Maryland, 
Virginia, and Carolina, After — 
time paſt, and ſeveral conferences with him, 
n 1 — _ to OI" him EO 
| i 


— 
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if way opened for it. I opened the caſe in 
our monthly-meeting, and friends expreſſing 
their unity therewith, we obtained certificates 
to travel as companions; his from 1950 40 
| field, and mine from Burlington 

We left our province on the twelfth tay 
ai the third month, in the year 1746, and 
had ſeveral meetings in the upper part of 
Cheſter county, and near Lancaſter; in ſome 
of which, the love of Chriſt prevailed, uni- 
ting us together in his ſervice. Then we 
croſſed the river Suſquehannah, and had ſe- 
veral meetings in a new ſettlement; called 
the Red-Lands; the oldeſt: of which, as I 
was informed, did not exceed ten years. It 
is the poorer ſort of people that commonly 
begin to improve remote deſerts: With a 
all ſtock they have houſes to build, lands 
to clear and * corn to raiſe, A to 
provide, and children to educate; that friends, 
who viſit ſuch, may well ſympathize with 
them in their hardſhips in the wilderneſs; 
and tho the beſt entertainment ſuch can 
give, may ſeem coarſe to ſome who are uſed 
to cities, or old ſettled places, it becomes the 
diſciples of Chriſt to be content with it. Our 
hearts were ſometimes enlarged in the love 
of our heavenly Father amongſt theſe 3 
and the ſweet infſuence of his ſpirit ſup- 
ported us thro 1000 difficulties: * him By: 


wy praiſe. Ry 

ed on to Manogusey, \Vairkun; ! 
Hopewell and Shanando, and had matt- 
gs z ſome of which were comfortable and 
, edifying, 


—_ 
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edifying. From Shanando we fet eff in the 
afternoon for the old ſettlertients of friends in 
Virginia; and the firft night,” we, with our 
pilot, lodged in the woods, ont horſes feeds 
ing near us; but he being poorly provided 
with a horfe, and we young and avi good 


| horſes, were free the next day to — with 


him and did fo. In two days after, 'we 


reached to our friend John Cheagle's, in Vir- 
Sinia: 80 we took the meetings in our way 


thro Virginia; were, in ſome degree 
tized into a feeling ſenſe/ of the conditi» 
ons of the people; and our exerofſr in ge- 


neral was more painful in theſe old ſettle- 


ments, than it had been amongſt the back 
inhabitants; but thro the neſt of '6ur 
heavenly Father, the well of living- waters 
was, at times, opened to our encouragement, 
and the .refreſhment of the ſincere-hearted. 
We went on to Perqui mons, in North- Ca- 


rolina; had ſeveral meetings which were 


large; and found forme openneſs in thoſs 
parts, and a. hopeful appearance amongſt the 
young people. S0 we turned again to Virgi- 


nia, and attended moſt of the meeting. 
which we had not been at before, Jabouring 


friends in the love of Jefus Chriſt, 


as — was given: And thence wert to the 
mountains, up nap River, to a new ſ[ettle- 


ment; and had ſeyeral meetings amon gſt the 
people, ſome of whom had ntely 8 in 
memberſhip with our ſoeiety :- * 
In eur journeying to and fr. we found 
ſome honeſt- hearted friends, who: as 2ared 


* n ; 
F : 
> 
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to be concerned for the cauſe of truth pong. 
a backſliding people. 


From Virginia, we croſſed over the river 


Na at Hoy's ferry, and made a gene- 
ral viſit to the meetings of friends on the 
Weſtern Shore of Maryland; and were at 
their quarterly meeting. We had ſome hard 
labour amongſt them, endeavouring to oe 
charge our duty honeſtly as way opened, 
the love of truth: And thence — ft 
meetings in our way, we paſſed home ward; 
where, thro' the favour of Divine P 
dence, we reached the ſixteenth day of the 
ſixth month, in the year 1746; and I may 
ſay, that thro the — — * the Holy Spi- 
rit, which i Pi ſelfiſh deſires, my com- 
panion and I travelled in harmony, and part- 
ed in the nearneſs of true beotherly un 
Two things were remarkable to me in this 


journey; firſt, in regard to my entertain- 


ment; when L eat, drank; and lodged 'free- 
coſt with people, who lived. in eaſe on the 
hard labour of their ſlaves, I felt uneaſy; 
and as my mind was inward to the. 5 of [ 
found, from place to place, this uneanefs 
return upon me, at times, thro' the whole 
viſit. Where the maſters bore a good ſhare 
of the burden, and lived frugally, ſo that 
their ſervants were well provided for, and 
their labour moderate, I I felt more eaſy; but 
where they lived in a coſtly way, and laid 
vy burdens on their ſlaves, my exerciſe 
as often great, and I frequently had con- 
verſation with them, in private, concerning 
it. 
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ae this trade of importing ſla ves 
— their native country being much encou- 
raged amongſt them, and the white people 
and their children ſo generally living with- 
out much labour, was frequently the ſubject 
of my ſerious thoughts: And I ſaw in theſe 
ſouthern provinces ſo many vices” and cor- 
ruptions, 1ncreaſed by this trade and this wa 
of life, that it appeared to me as a dar 
gloomineſs hanging over the land; and tho' 
now many willingly run into it, yet in fu⸗ 
ture the conſequence will be grievous to poſ- 
terity: I expreſs it as it hath appeared to me, 
not at once, Nor ie, but as a matter __ 
on my mind. | Off 
Soon after my return mae 1 felt an in- 
creaſing concern for friends on our ſea-coaſt; 
and on the eighth day of the eighth month, 
in the year 1746, with the unity of friends, 
and in bx ay pe with my beloved friend and 
neighbour ter A e, brother to my 
companion before- mentioned, we ſet for- 
ward, and viſited meetings generally about 
Salem, Cape May, Great and little Egg- 
Harbour; and had meetings at Barnagat, 
| Marinahockin, and Mane-Squan; and ſo to 
the yearly meeting at Shrewſbury. Thro' the 
_ goodneſs of the Lord way was opened, and 
the ſtrength of divine fo was ſometimes 
felt in our aſſemblies, to the comfort and 
help of thoſe who were rightly concerned be- 
fore him. We were out twenty-two days, 
and rode by computation, 'three hundred 


5 and forty ler. At Shrewſbury yearly meet- 
ing. 
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ing, we met with our dear friefids Michael 
Lightfoot and Abraham F atfingfon, , yho pag 

_ ſervice there. Davos. 
The winter following died my eldeſt lifter, 
Elizabeth Woolman, jun. of the ſmall-pox, 
aged thirty one years. She was, from her 
youth, of a thoughtful diſpoſition; and very 
compaſſionate to her acquaintance in their 
ſickneſs or diſtreſs, being ready to help as 


far as the could. She . was. dutiful to her 


parents; one inſtance whereof fol lows lt 
happened that ſhe, and two of her ſiſters, be» 
ing then near the eſtate of young women, 
had an inclination one firſt, day after meet- 
ing to go on a viſit to ſome, other young 
women at ſome. diſtance off; whoſe c 
ny, I believe, would have done them no 
good. They expreſt their deſire to our pa- 
rents ; who were diſſatisfied with the propo- 
ſal, and ſtopped them. The ſame day, as 
my ſiſters and I were together, and they 
talking about their diſappointment, Eliza- 
beth expreſt her contentment under it; ſig- 
nifying, The. deff it 3 be for their 
od. 
RA "TRY years after ſhe hedge” to mature 
age, 58 the gracious viſitations of God's 
love, ſhe was ſtrengthened to live a ſclf-deny- 
ing exemplary. life, giving, herſelf N to 
reading and meditation. 
The following letter may ew, in dome 


A, her = Err 


—_ 
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ane Jonficld, 18-day, enth month, may. 


| Beloved brothes f fat Woolman, 5 


In that love which deſires the elit of 
all: men, I write unto thee; I received thine, 
dated ſecond day of the tenth month laſt, 
with which I was comforted. My ſpirit is 
bowed with thankfulneſs that I ſhould be 
remembered, who am unworthy ; but the 
Lord is full of mercy, and his goodneſs is 
extended to the meaneſt of his creation '3 
therefore, in his infinite love, he bath pi- 
tied and ſpared and ſhewed mercy, that I 
have not been cut off nor quite 1 but, at 
times, I am refreſhed and comforted as with 
. mpſe of his preſence, Which is more 
immortal part, than all which this 
world can afford: 80 with deſires for thy 
TRIER with my own, I remain 


thy affectionate lifter, 
1 e lun. 


— + 


The ws part of her illneſs ſhe was in 
great ſadneſs and d n of mind, of 
which ſhe told one of her intimate friends, 
and ſaid, when I was a young girl I was 

| a pad airy, but 1 thought had tho- 
of la repented for it ; and Fadded, I have 

te 1 had. great reat ſatisfaction in meetin 
> was thus diſconſolate, Rill ſhi 
| np a hope, which was as an anchor to 
her: And ſome time after, the ſame friend 


came 
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eame again to ſee: her, to whom ſhe men- 
tioned hier fortner e and ſaid, it is 
otherwiſe” now, for the Lord hath rewarded 
me ſeyen-fold;; and I am unable expreſs 
the greatneſs of his love manifeſte me, 
Her diſorder app in dangerous, and our 
mother being ſhe took notice of 
it, and faid, ane weep not for me; 
I go to my God: And many times, with an 
audible voice,” uttered SKA to der Re. 
decmer. Out. [103 
RT friend ing Lande miles take, tan, the 
morning before ſfiaadied, / aſked her, how ſhe 
did? ſhe nifwered, I have had a hard ni: 
but ſhall mat have andther ſuch, for I 
die, and it will be well with my ſbul; and 
accordingly died the next evening 
The following ejaculations were Gama 
amongſt her weritings; wrote, +: betete, at 
four ume -:* | 
1. Oh! that my head were as waters, and 
mine eyes as à fountain of tears, that I 
might weep 2 and night; until acquainted 


with im te Shang 
Lord, that I may op enjoy ny preſence, 
or i my time is loft, and 


e thid 14 e Goes 
cy table, and Hut thy Tuco may abound i in 


IV; 0 Tot thidt 1 may be nbquainted 
with thy 2 that I may be feaſoned 
—_ * alt, that oF" grace may abound in 


A 


Of 
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Of late I found drawings in my mind to 
viſit friends in New-England, and having 
an opportunity of joining in company with 
my beloved friend Peter Andrews; we, hav- 
ing obtained certificates from our monthly - 
meeting, ſet forward on the ſixteenth day of 
the third month, in the year 1747, and 
reached the yearly-meeting at Long-Iſland; 
at which were our friends Samuel Notting- 
ham from England, John Griffith, Jane 
Hoſkins, and Elizabeth Hudſon from Penn- 
 ſylvania, and Jacob Andrews from Cheſter- 
field. Several of whom were favoured in 
their public exerciſe; and, thro the good- 
neſs of the Lord, we had ſome edifying meet- 
ings. After this, my companion and I vi- 
ſited friends on Long-Iſland; and thro' the 
mercies of God, we were helped in the work. 
Beſides going to the ſettled meetings of 
friends, we were at a general meeting at Se- 
tawket, chiefly made” up of other ſocieties; 
and had a meeting at Oyſter-Bay, in a 
dwelling-houſe, at which were many people: 
At the firſt of which there was not much ſaid 
by way of teſtimony; but was, I believe, a 
good meeting: At the latter thro the ſpring- 
ing up of living-waters, it was a day to be 
thankfully remembered. Having viſited the 
Hand, we went over to the main, taking 
meetings in our way, to Oblong, Nine-Part- 
ners and New-Milford.— In theſe back ſettle- 
ments we met with ſeveral people, who, 
thro' the immediate workings of the my 
mon | 04 


F 
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the vanities of the world, to an inward ac- 
22 with him: They were educated in 


way of the Preſbyterians. A conſiderable 
r of the youth, members of that ſocie- 


* were uſed to ſpend their time often toge- 


er in merriment, but ſome of the principal 


young men of that company being viſited by 
the powerful workings of the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
and thereby led humbly to ks up bis croſs, 


could no longer join in thoſe vanities; and 


as theſe ſtood 9:46 to that inward- con- 


vincement, they were made a bleſſing to ſome 


of their former companions; ſo that, thro? 
the power of truth, ſeveral were brought into 
a cloſe exerciſe. concerning the eternal well- 
* of their ſouls. Theſe. young people 
continued for a time to frequent their pub- 
lick worſhip; : and beſides that, had meeting 
of their o,] ñn; which meetings were a while 
allowed by their preacher, who e ee 
met with them: But, in time, their judg- 
ment in matters of religion, diſagreeing with 
ſome of the articles of the preſbyterians, 
their meetings were —— by that ſo- 


ciety; and ſuch of them who ſtood firm to 


their duty, as it was inwardly manifeſted, 


had many AiGaculties to go thro' And their | 
meetings were in a while dropped; ſome of 


them returning to the Preſbyterians, and o- 


thers of them, after a me, Joined, to. cat re- 


ligious ſociety. 
I had ee with Gn of. the lancer, 
to my help and edification; and believe ſeve- 
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ral of them are acquainted with the nature of 
that worſhip, which is perfofmed in 
and in truth. From hence, | 
Amos Powel, a friend from Long- 

rode thro' ConneQicut, chiefly-inhabited. by 
Preſbyterians; who were generally. civil to us, 
fo far as I ſaw: And aſter: threw ee citing; 
we came amony friends in the colo 4p 
Rhode-lIfland. e viſited friends in 
bout Newport, and Dartmouth, and — 
81 and then to Boſton: 
d Aaterürd as far as Dover: And 
— returned to Newport, and not far from 
thence, we met our friend Thomas Gaw- 
throp from England; who was then on 2 m 
7 to theſe provinces. From ; 
failed to Nantucket; were there near a weeks 1 
and from thence came over to Dartmouth: 
And having finiſhed our viſit in theſe parts, 
we croſſed the Sound from — tc to 


Long-Ifland'; and taking ſome = 


the land, proceeded homeward ; where 
reached the thirteenth day of the fe 
month, in the Fear 1747, having rode about 
fiftcen hundred miles,” and N 1 
hundred and fifty. 

In chis — Ti ey ſay in moral, we 
were times in much And la- 
boured under diſoouragements; and at other 
times, thro the renewed manifeſtations of di- 
vine love, we had ſeaſons of refreſhment, 
wherein the power of truth prevailed. 

We were taught, by renewed: experience, 
to labour for an inward illneſs; at no time 


to 
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to ſeek for words, but to live in the ſpirit of 
truth, and utter that to the So” which 
truth opened in us. My beloved companion 
and I belonged both to one meeting, came 
forth in the miniſtry near the ſame time, and 
were inwardly united in the work: He was 
about thirteen years older than I, bore the 
heavieſt burden, and was an inſtrument o&t the | 

A fa 

Finding a concern to ; viſit — in hs 
__ Lower: ties on Delaware, and on the 
Eaſtern Shore of Maryland, and having an 
opportunity to join with my well- beloved 
antient friend John Sykes, we obtained cer- 
tificates, and ſet off the ſeventh day of the 
eighth month, in the year 1748, were at the 
meetings of friends i in the lower counties, at- 
tended the yearly meeting at Little Creek, 
and made 2 viſit to chief of the meetings on 
the Eaſtern Shore; and fo home by 'the way 
of Nottingham: Were abroad about fix 
weeks; and rode by computation, | about five | 
hundred and fifty miles. E 
Our exerciſe, at times, was beatyz but, | 
thro' the oodneſs _ the r we were of⸗ | | 
ten refreſ nd I may ſay by ex ence, 
« He is a ſtrong hold in t day of nos #3 | 
Tho' our ſociety, in theſe parts, appeared to 
"Oo 


a 


me to be in a declining condition; yet I be- 

lieve, the Lord hath a people amongſt them, 

who labour to ſerve him uprightly, but have 
Ka bh ona ee 
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our this time ting it DP for. 
me to ſettle, and thinking ſeriouſly a- 
a companion, my heart was, turned to 
ord with deſires that he would give me 
. to proceed therein agreeable to his 
wall; — he was pleaſed to give me a well- 
inclined damſel, Sarah Ellis; to whom 1 was 
married the eighteenth day. of the cighth 
month, in the year 1749. 
In the fall of the year 17 50 died my 1 
ther, Samuel Woolman, with A fever, aged, 
about . ſixty years. 
In his life-time. he manifeſted Ouch, care 
for us his children, that in our youth we 
might learn to fear the Lord; often endea- 
ms to imprint in our minds the true 
principles of virtue, and particularly to che- 
riſn in us 4 ſpirit of n, not only 3 
wards 
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wards poor people, but alſo towards all crea- | 


tures of which we had the command. 
il After my return from Carolina in the year 
1746, I made ſome obſervations on keepin 
ſlaves, which ſome time before his deceaſe 
ſhewed him; and he peruſed the Ea a; 
opoſed a few alterations, and appeared: we 
ſatisfied that I found a concern on that ac- 
count: And in his laſt ſickneſs as 1 was 
watching with him one night, he ſo 
far ſpent that there was no expectation of his 


derſtanding, he aſked me concerning the ma- 
uſcript, Thether I expeQed ſoon to 


ae but had the perfect uſe of his un- 


to take the advice of friends in ubliſhing it? 


and, after ſome converſation thereon, ſaid, 


» | © have all along been deeply affected with the 


N ymwas of the — Negroes and now, at 
laſt, my concern for them is as great as ever. 


By his direction, I had wrote hie will in a 


ume of health, and that night he deſited me 
| to read it to him, which 1 Aid; and he ſaid, 
it was agreeable to his mind. He then made 
4 mention of his end, which he believed was 
now near; and ſignified, that tho' he was 
ſenſible of many — 3 in the courſe 
of his life, yet his experience of the power 
of truth, and of the love and goodneſs.. of 
God from time to time, even ti now, Was 


Ao 


i: . * e 


ſuch, that he hed no doubt but that in leay- 
ing this life — ſhould. enter into one more 


| * l 
The next da * K Ger Elizabeth came to \ 
ſee him, and te | bim us the deceaſe of their 
er ; | ſiſter 
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ſiſter Ann; ; who died a few days before He 
then ſaid, I reckon ſiſter Ann was free to 
leave” this world? Elizabeth faid, ſhe was: 
He then ſaid, I alfo am free to leave it; 6d. 
being in great weakneſs of body faid, I hope 
I ſhall ſhortly go to reſt, He continued in 
a weighty frame of Wind, «od was ſenſible 
til near the laſt. eh 
On the fecond day of the ainth chonthy; in 
the! year 1751, feeling drawings in my mind 
| to viſit friends at the Great Meadows, in the 
| part of Weſt-Jerſey,' with the unity of 
our monthly-meeting, J went there; and had 
ſome ſearching . exerciſe amongſt 
friends in thoſe” parts, aud found howard 
Ke therein ol 21 
In the mien mol of the ear 1753. in - 
company with my welleſteemed friend John 
es, and with the unity of friends, e 
dete about two weeks, viſiting friends 
in Bucks-County. We laboured in the love 
of the rz according to the meaſure re- 
cefved; and thro the mercies of Him, who 
is tren th to the poor who truſt in him, we 
found ſatisfaction in our viſits And in the 
next winter, way opening to viſit friends fa- 
milies within the compa of our monthly: 
meeting, partly by the abbuto of two frie 
from Pennſylvania; I joined in ſome part of 
this work; having had a deſire ſome time that 


wi 


it might go forward amongſt us 
About this time, a perſon at ſome diſtance 
lying fick, his brother came to me to write 
= his will: I knew ho * ſlaves; and —_ 
5 7 


of JOHN WOOLM AN. 35 
his brother, was told he intended to leave 
them as ſlaves to his children. As writing is 
a profitable employ, and as offending ſober: 
people was diſagreeable to my inclination, I 
was ſtraitened in my mind; but as I looked 
to the Lord, he inclined my heart to his teſ- 
timony: And I told the man, that I believed 
the practice of continuing ſlavery to this 
le was not right; and had a ſcruple in 

my mind againſt doing writings of that 
kind: That tho' many in our ſociety kept 
them as ſlaves, ſtill I was not eaſy to be con- 
cerned in it; and deſired to be excuſed from 
going to write the will.: I ſpake to him in 
the fear of the Lord; and he made no reply 
to what I ſaid, but went away: He alſo had 
| ſome concerns in the practice; and I tho 
he was diſpleaſed with me. In this caſe I 
had a freſh/ confirmation, that acting con- 
trary to preſent outward intereſt, from a mo- 
tive of divine love, and in regard to truth 
and righteouſneſs, and thereby incurring the 
reſentments of people, opens the Way to a 
treaſure better than ſilver, and to a n 
ſhip exceeding the friendſhip of men. 

_ The : manuſcript: .before-mentione a wang 
laid by me ſeveral years, the publication of 
it reſted weightily upon me; and this year 1 
offered it to the reviſal of friends, who hav- 
ing examined and made ſome ſmall altera- 
tions in it, directed a number of copies there- 
15 er be 1 f and a N e ap 

riends. N Dre: 
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In the year 1754, I found my mind drawn 
to join in a viſit to friends families belonging 
to Cheſterfield monthly-meeting; and hav- 
ing the approbation of our own, I went to 
their monthly-meeting in order to confer 
with friends, and ſee if way opened for it: 
1 had ebüftrence with ſome of their mem- 
bers, the propoſal having been opened before 
in their meeting, and one friend agreed to 
join with me as a companion for a begin- 


ning; but when meeting was ended, I felt 


great diſtreſs of mind, and doubted what 
way to take, or whether 2 2 home and wait 
for greater clearneſs : I kept my diſtreſs ſe- 
cret; and going with a friend to his houſe, 
my deſires were to the great Shepherd for his 
beavenly — and in the morning I 
felt eaſy to on the viſit, being very 
low in my mind: Aud aamiine't was turn- 
ed to the Lord, waiting in families in d 
reverence before him, he was pleaſed graci- 
ouſly to afford help; ſo that we had many 
comfortable opportunities, and it appeared as 
a freſh viſitation to ſome young people. I 
ſpent ſeveral weeks this winter in the ſervice; 
| of which time was employed near home. 
And again in the following winter I was ſe- 
veral weeks in the ſame ſervice; ſome part of 
the time at Shrewſbury, in company ro ugh — 
beloved friend John Sykes; and have cauſe 
humbly to acknowledge, that thro' the good- 
neſs of the our hearts were, at times, 
| enlarged j in his love ; and. ſtrength was given 
1 | 5 ae, 
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to go thro the trials which, in the courſe of 
our viſit, attended us. N 

From a diſagreement between the powers 
of England and France, it was now a time 
of trouble on this Continent; and an epiſtle 
to friends went forth from our-general ſpring 
meeting, which 1 thought good to aue a 
Place 1 in this Journal. | 


An BPISTLE from our general rie! meet- 
ing of miniſters and elders for Pennſylva- 
nia and New-Jerſey, held at Philadelphia, 
from the twenty-ninth of the third month, 

to the firſt of the fourth month, incluſive, 


17. 
-— friends on the conti nent of America 5 
Dear friends, 


N. an humble ſenſe of divine N and 

the gracious continuation of God's love to 
his people, we tenderly ſalute you ; and are 
at this time therein engaged in mind, that all 
of us who profeſs the truth, as held forth 
and publiſhed by our worthy predeceſſors in 
rhis Natter age of the world, may keep near 
to that life which 3 is the li ht of men, atid be 
ſtrengthened to hold faſt the profeffion of our 
faith without wavering, that our truſt may 
not be in man, but in the Lord alone, who * 
ruleth in the army of heaven, and in the 
kingdoms of men, before whom the earth is 
* as the duſt of the balance, and her inha- 
* 2 as graſshoppers.” Iſa xl. 22. 


We 
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We (being convinced that the gracious de- 
ſign of the Almighty in ſending his , Son in- 
to the world, was to repair the breach made 
by diſobedience, to finiſh ſin and tranſgreſ- 
ſion, that his kingdom might come, and his 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven) have 
found it to be our duty to ceaſe from thoſe 
national conteſts productive of miſery and 
bloodſhed, and ſubmit our cauſe to Him 
the Moſt High, whoſe tender love to his chil- 
dren exceeds the moſt warm affections of na- 
tural parents, and who hath promiſed to his 
ſeed throughout the earth, as to one indivi- 
dual, I will never leave thee, nor forſake 
< thee. ” Heb. xiii. 5. And as we, thro' the 
cious dealings of the Lord our God, have 
Fad! experience of that work which is car- 
ried on, i not by earthly mi cre; by pow- 
« er, but by my ſpirit, ſaith the Lord of 
£1 Hoſts Zech. iv. 6. By which operati- 
on, that ſpiritual. kingdom is ſet up, which 
is to ſubdue and break in pieces all king- 
doms that oppoſe it, and ſhall ſtand for ever. 
In a deep ſenſe thereof, and of the ſafety, 
ſtability and peace there is in it, we are de- 
ſirous that all who profeſs the truth, may 
be inwardly acquainted with it, and thereb 
be qualified to act in all parts of our life 
as becomes our peacable profeſſion: And 
we truſt, as there is a faithful continuance 
to depend wholly upon the almighty arm, 
from one generation to another, the peace- 
able kingdom will gradually be extended 
| 1 from {ca to ſea, and from the river to a 
9 ** Endg 
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ends of the earth,” Zech. ix. 10.. to the 
completion of thoſe propheſies already be- 
gun, that © nation ſhall not lift up a ſword 
* againſt, nation, nor learn war Raj more.” 
Ila. ii. 4. Micah iv. 3. 

And, dearly beloved friends, ſeeing v we Wo 
theſe promiſes; and believe that God is begin- 
ning to fulfil them, let us conſtantly endeavour 
to have our minds ſufficiently diſentangled 
from the ſurfeiting cares of this life, and re- 
deemed from the love of the world, that no 
earthly poſſeſſions nor enjoyments may bias 
our judgments, or turn us from that reſigna- 
tion, and entire truſt in God, to which his 
bleſſing is moſt ſurely annexed; then ay 
we ſay, Our Redeemer is mighty, he wi 
« plead our cauſe for us. fer. 1. 34. And if, 
for the further promoting his moſt gracious 
purpoſes in the earth, he ſhould give us to 
_ taſte of that bitter cup which his faithful ones 
have, often partook of: O that we may be 
rightly prepared to receive it! 

And now, dear friends, with reſpect to the 
commotions and ſtirrings of the powers of 
the earth at this time near us, we are deſi- 
rous that none of us may be moved thereat; 
* But repoſe ourſelves in the munition of 
that rock that all, theſe ſhakings ſhall not 
move, even in the knowledge and feeling 
« of the eternal power of God, keeping us 
5 ſubjeQly. iven up to his heayenly will, and 
+ feel it daily to mortify that which remains 
in n of us Which is s of this world: 15 | 

* t e 
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* the worldly part in any, is the changeable 
part, and that is up and down, full and 
, 8 . joyful and ſorrowful, as things go 
* well or ill in this world ; for as the truth 
is but one, and many are made partakers 
_ © of its ſpirit, ſo the world is but one, and 
* many are made partakers of the ſpirit of 
it; and ſo many as do partake of it, ſo 
many will be ſtraitened and perplexed with 
it: but ney who are fingle to the truth, 
© waiting daily to feel the life and virtue of 
* it in their hearts, theſe ſhall rejoice in the 
* midſt of adverſity, and have to experience 
with the prophet, That Altho' the fig- 
tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit 
« be in the vines; the labour of the olive 
* ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no 
« meat; the flock ſhall be cut off from the 
* fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the 
* ftalls; yet will they rejoice in the Lord, 
and joy in the God of their ſalvation.” 
R170... . 
If, contrary to this, we profeſs the truth, 
and not living under the r and influ. - 
ence of it, are producing fruits diſagreeable 
to the thereof, and truſt to the ſtrength 
of man to ſupport ourſelves, therein our con- 
fldence will be vain. For He, who removed 
the Hedge from his vineyard, and gave it to 
be trodden under foot, by reaſon of the wild 
grapes it produced, (Ifa. v. f.) remains un- 
changeable ; and if, for the chaſtiſement of 
wickedneſs, and the further promoting his 


own 


8 
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on glory, he doth ariſe, even to ſhake ter- 


ribly the earth, who then may oppoſe him. 
and proſper! _ 

We remain, in the love of the goſpel, 
| you! friends and brethren. 


Si gned by fourteen felonies 


- Graphing to do writings relative to . 
hag ſlaves, having been a means of ſun 
fmall trials to me, in which I have ſo evi- 
dently felt my own will ſet aſide, that I think 
it good to mention a few of them Tradeſ- 
men and retailers of goods, who depend on 
their buſineſs for a living, are naturally in- 
clined to keep the good-will of their cuſtom- 
ers: nor is it a pleaſant 3 for young 
men to be under any nceſſity to queſtion the 
ment or honeſty of elderly men, and 

more eſpecially of ſuch who have a fair re- 
putation. Deep-rooted cuſtoms, tho' wrong, 
are not eaſily altered; but it is the duty of 
every one to be firm in that which they cer- 
tainly know is right for them. A charitable 
benevolent man, well acquainted with a ne- 

o, may, I believe, under ſome circum- 

des, keep him in his family as a ſervant, 
on no other motives than the negroe's good; 


but man, as man knows not what that — _ 


ter him, nog hath he I that his 
children will attain 3 3 in wif 
dom and goodneſs rightly to exer- 
ciſe ſuch power: Hence it 2 that 
I ought not to be the — wills are 
drawn, 


2 
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4: — in which ſome children hre made ab- 


ſolute maſters over others during life.  - |, 
About this time, an antient man of good 
eſteem in the neighbourhood, came to my 
houſe to get his will wrote; he had young 
negroes : and I aſked him privately, how he 
urpoſed to diſpoſe of them? he told me: 
then ſaid, I cannot write thy will, without 
— my own peace; and reſpectfully | 
ve him my reaſons for it: He ſignified that 
e had a choice that I ſhould have wrote it ; 


]. but as I could not, conſiſtent with my con- 


ſcience, he did not deſire it: And ſo he got 
it wrote by ſome other perſon. And a few 

2 after there being great alterations in 
his family, he came again to get me to write 
his will: His negroes were yet young; and 
his ſon, to whom he intended to give them, 
was, ſince he firſt ſpoke to me, from a liber- 
tine, become a ſober young man; and he 
ſuppoſed, that I would have been free, on 
that account, to write it. We had — 
friendly talk on the ſubject, and then de- 
ferred it: And a few days after, he came 
again, and directed their freedom ; and ſo I 
wrote his will. 

Near the time abe laſt ee friend 
firſt ſpoke to me, a neighbour received a bad 
braids is in his body, and ſent for me to bleed 
him; which being done, he deſired me to 
write his will: I took notes; and, amongſt 
other things, he told me to hich of his. 
children he gave his young negro : I conſi- 

_ the pain and diſtreſs be 0. "Was: 1 
et. SW 
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knew not how it would end; ſo I wrote his 


will, ſave ns that part concerning his ſlave, 
and carry i to his bed- ſide, read it to him; 
and thes to d him in a friendly way, that I 
could not write any inſtruments by which my 
fellow creatures were made ſlaves, without 
bringing trouble on my own mind: I let him 
know that I charged nothing for what I had 
done; and deſired to be execuſed from doing 
the other part in the way he propoſed : We 
then had a ſerious conference on the ſubject; 
at length, he agreeing to ſet hep nes; I finiſhed 
his will. 

Having found F PR OR in my mind to 
viſit friends on Long- Iſland, after obtaini 
a certificate from our monthly- meeting, 1 
ſet off on the twelfth day of the fifth month, 
in the year 1756. When I reached the iſland, 
I lodged the firſt night at the houſe of my 
dear friend Richard Hallet : The next day, be- 
ing the firſt of the week, I was at the meet- 
ing in Newtown ; in which we experienced 
the renewed manifeſtations of the love of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to the comfort of the honeſt-heart- 
ed. I went that night to Fluſhing and the 
next day, in company with my beloved 
friend Matthew Franklin, we croſſed the fer- 
ry at White-Stone; were at three meetings 
on the main, and then returned to the iſland; 
where I ſpent the remainder of the week in 
_— meetings. The Lord, I believe, hath * 

e in thoſe parts, who are honeſtly in- 

lined to ſerve him; but many, I fear, are 
_ much clogged with the s of this life 


an 


8 


44 The LIFE and TRAVELS - 
and do not come forward bearing the croſs in | 
fuch faithfulneſs as he calls for. 
My mind was deeply engaged in this wide, 
both in public and private: And, at ſeveral 
Pad a where I was, on obſerving that they 
ſlaves, I found myſelf under a neceſlity, 
in a friendly way, to labour with them on 
that ſubject; expreſſing, as way opened, the 
inconſiſtency of that practice with the purity 
of the chriſtian religion, and the il effeQs of | 
it manifeſted amongſt us. 
The latter end of the week, their yearly- 
meeting began ; at which were our. friends 
John Scarbrough, Jane Hoſkins, and Suſan- 
nah Brown, from Pennſylvania : The publick 
meetings were large, and meafurably favour- 
ed with divine goodneſs. 

The exerciſe of my mind, at this meeting, 
was chiefly on account of thoſe who were 
conſidered as the foremoſt rank in the ſoci- 
ety: and in a meeting of miniſters and el- 
ders, way opened, that I exprefſed in ſome 
meaſure what lay upon me; and at a time 
when friends were met for 'tranſaQing the 
affairs of the church, having fat a while fi- © 
lent, I felt a weight on my mind, and ſtood 
up; and, thro' the gracious regard of our 
Heavenly Father, firength was given fully 
to clear myſelf of a burden, which for ſo 
days had been increaſing upon me. 22 

Thro' the humbling dif — of Di- 
vine Providence, men are ſometimes fitted 
for his ſervice. The meſſages of the prophet 


Jeremiah were ſo diſagreeable to the paop's . 


ö 
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and ſo reverſe to the ſpirit they lived in, that 
he became the object of — roach: and 
in the weakneſs nc nature, thought of deſiſt- 
in from his prophetick office; but, faith he, 
is word was in my heart as a burning 
fire ſhut up in my bones; and I was weary 
« with forbearing, and could not ſtay.“ I 
ſaw at this time, that if I was honeſt in de- 
claring that which truth opened in me, I 
could not | pleaſe all men; and laboured to 
be content in the way of my duty, however 
difagreeable to my cher inclination. - After 
this I went homeward, taking Woodbridge 
and Plainfield in my way; in both which 
meetings, the pure Pon AR of divine love 
- was manifeſted; in an humbling ſenſe where- 
of I went home: Having: been ont about 
twenty-four days, and Was ene th 
hundred and ſixteen miles. 
While I was out on — m vue 
was much affected with a ſenſe of > Nate 
of the churches in our ſouthern provir | 

and believing: the Lord was calling me to 
fome further labour amongſt them, I was 
bowed in reverence before him, with fervent 


| defires that 1 might. nd ſtrength to reien 


myſelf up to his heavenly will. : 

__ Vatit this year, 1756; 1 continued to re- 
tail goods, beſides following. my trade as a2 

taylor; about which time, I grew uneaſy 

on account of my buſineſs growing too cum 

e Se 1 had began with ſelling trim 


mi 1ents,. and from thence pro- 
2 1 ell cloths and linens; — at 
length, 


j 
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length, having got a conſiderable ſhop of 
goods, my trade increaſed every year, and 
tbe road to large buſineſs ee; but 
J felt a ſtop 1 ng my mind. 
\Thro' the mercies of the Amit bay, 4 
| bad, in a good degree, learned to be content 
with a plain way of living: I had but a 
ſmall family; and on ſerious conſideration, 
I believed truth did not require me to engage 
in much cumbering affairs: It had been my 
general practice to buy and ſell things really 
uſeful: "Things: that ſerved chiefly to pleaſe the. 
vain mind in people, I was not eaſy to- trade 
in; ſeldom did it; and e &: did, , E 
found it weaken me as a chriſtian. 1 
The increaſe of buſineſs became my bn 
den z for tho my natural inclination was 
toward merchandize, yet I believed truth re- 
quired me to live. more free from outward: 
cumbers; and there was now. a: ſtrife in my 
mind between the two; and in this exerciſe 
my prayers were put up to the Lord, who, 
graciouſly heard me, and gave me a heart re- 
| 18 ned to his Holy. will: Then I leſſened my 
an buſineſs; and, as I had opportuni- 
1 5 told my cuſtomers of my intentions, that 
ey might oonſider what ſhop to turn to: 
re 1 while, wholly laid down merchan- 
dize, following my trade as a taylor; myſelf 
only, having no apprentice. -I-alſo had a 
nurſery of appletrees; in which I employed 
ſome. of my. time in hoeing, -grafting, trim- 
ming, and inoculating. In merchandize it 
is the ente, where lived, to ſell chiefly 
Autan! on 
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on credit, and poor people often get in debt; 
and when payment is expected, not having | 
wherewith to pay, their creditors often ſue 
for it at law. ea often obſerved; occur- 
 rences, of this Ki found it good for me 
to adviſe — to take ſuch goods as 
were moſt en and not-coftly, +! {141 
In the time of trading, I be 
nity of ſeeing, that the too liberal uſe of ſpi- 
rituous liquors, and the cuſtom of wearing 
too coſtly apparel, led ſome people i n 
inconveniencies; and theſe two things appear 
to be often connected one with the other. 5 For 
by not attending to that uſe of things Which 
is conſiſtent - -*y univerſal righteouſneſs, 
there is an increaſe! of labour which extends 
beyond what our heavenly Father intends for 
us: And by great labour, and often by much 
ſweating, there is, even among ſuch WhO are 


not drunkards, a craving of ſome liquors to 


revive! the-ſpirits : That partiy by the Juxzuri- 
ous drinking of ſome, and partiy by the 
drinking of. others, (led to it thro' immo- 
derate labour) very great quantities of rum 


are every year expended in our colonies; the 


greater part of which! we ſhould have:no need 
of, did we ſteadily attend to pure wiſdom. 
When men take pleaſure in feeling theis 
mindatallorated with ſtrong: drink, and ſo in- 
dulge their appetite as to diſorder their un- 
derſtandings, neglect their duty as members 
in a family or civil ſociety, and caſt off all 
regard tb religion, their caſe is much to be 
pitied ; and Where ſuch whole: lives are "the | 
TIE | tne 
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they were intended. Did 
care of great eſtates, attend with ſingleneſs 
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the moſt part regular, and whoſe examples 
have a ſtrong — on the minds of 


others, adhere to ſome cuſtoms which power- 
fully draw to the uſe of more ſtrong liquor 


than pure wiſdom allows; this alſo, as it 
| hinders the ſpreading of the ſpirit of meek- 


neſs, and ſtrengthens the hands of the more 
exceſſive drinkers, is a caſe to be lamented. 
As every degree of luxury hath ſome con · 


nexion with evil; for thoſe who profeſs to be 
diſciples of Chriſt, und are looked upon as 


leaders of the people, to have that mind in 
them, which was alſo in Chriſt, and ſo ſtand 
e from every wrong way, is a means 

help to the weaker. As I have ſometimes 
been much ſpent in the heat, and taken ſpi- 
rits to revive me, I have found by experi- 
ence, that in ſuch circumſtances the mind is 
not ſo calm, nor ſo. fitly diſpoſed for divine 


meditation, as when all fuch extreams are 


avoided; and I have felt an increaſing care 
to attend to that holy Spirit which ſets right 


bounds to our deſires 4 and leads thoſe who : 


faithfully follow it, to apply all the- gifts of 
rpoſes for which 


Divine Providence to tile 
ch who have the 


of heart to this heavenly: Inſtructor, which 
ſo opens and — mind, that men 


| love their neighbours as themſelves, — 


would have wiſdom given them to manage, 
without finding occaſion to employ ſome peo - 
ple in the luxuries of life, or to make it ne- 
ceſſary for others to labour too hard; but for 
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want of ſteadily regarding this principle of 
divine love, a-ſelfiſh ſpirit takes place in the 
minds of people, which is attended with 
darkneſs d manifold -confuliggs in the 
world. 1 
Tho d in r uſeful. i is an wr 
neſt employ; yet thro' the great number of 
ſuperfluities which are bought and ſold, and 
thro' the corruption of the times, they who 
apply to merchandize for a living, have great 
need to be well experienced in that precept 
which the prophet Jeremiah laid down. for his 
ſcribe : * Seckeſt thou hk things vor el | 
< ſeek them not.“ 
In the winter, this year, I Was engaged | 
with friends in viſiting families; and, thro! - 
the goodneſs of the Lord, we had oftentimes 
experience of his heart=tendering preſence 
1 per oP» litt T e i 


A copy of «ect wrt 10 gd, 


IN this thy late affliction I have: Hound 3 a 

deep fellow-feeling with thee 3, and had a 
— hope throughout, that it might pleaſe 
the Father of mercies to raiſe thee up, and 
— 2 — to thee; that thou be- 
ing acquainted with that way 
. — the —— eſteems fooliſh, may feel the 
cloathing of divine fortitude, and be ſtrength- 
ened to reſiſt: that ſpirit which leads. n the 
9 of the Wann truth. Ya 455% | 
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poſſible with God; and our wills being made 


we are inſtructed in the neceſſity of 


and ght i in — — ha 
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We may fee ourſelves eri and halts 
ing, and from a ftrong bias to things pleas 
ſant and eaſy, find an impoſſibility to advance 
forward; but things ir ble with men are 


1 to his, all temptations ard: = cogent 
ab E. | 
This Join of ſubjecting the will; iis vga 
pared to the mineral in the furnace; which; 
—_ fervent heat, is reduced from its firſt 
e: He ens them as ſilver is 
* refined—He ſhall lit as a refiner, and 1 
« rifier of ſilver By theſe com — genes 
melt- 


ing operation of the hand of God upon us, 
to prepare our hearts truly to adore him, and 
manffeſt that adoration, by inwardly Turn 
ing away from that ſpirit in all its work! 
which is not of him. To forward this work 
the all- wiſe God is ſometimes pleaſed, thro 
outward diſtreſs to bring us near the 2 
- death; that life being painful and'a 
n and the proſpect of ee open before 
all earthly bonds may be looſened, a 


GH prepated: for that deep and ſacred. 


infiruion, which otherwiſe would not be 
received. H kind parents 0 their children 
ſs, then He, who 
nding abroad mortal 


goodneſs; in 


ts Perte 


eontagions, Sth alfuredly direct their uſe--- 


Are the Fighteovs removed by it, their change 
is happy; are the wicked taken away in their 


wickedneſs, the Almighty: is clear;/Do. — 
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paſs thro with anguiſnh, and great bittet« 
neſs, and yet recover, - He intends that we 
ſhould be purged from droſs, and our ear 
opened to diſeipli nee. 
And now on thy part, after thy ſore af- 
fliction and doubts of recovery, thou art 
again reſtored, forget not Him who hath 
helped thee; but in humble gratitude hold 
faſt his inſtructions, thereby to ſhun thoſe 
bye- paths which lead from the firm founda- 
tion. I am ſenſible of that variety of com- 
pany, to which one in thy buſineſs muſt be 
expoſed: I have painfully felt the force of 
converſation proceeding from men deeply 
rooted in an earthly mind, and can ſympa- 
thize with others in ſuch conflicts, in has 
much weakneſs Nill attends me 
I find that to be a fool as to worldly wiſ⸗ 
dom, and commit my. cauſe to God, not fear- 
ing to offend men, who take offence at the 
ſimplicity of truth, is the only way to re- 
mala unmoved at the ſentiments of others. 
The fear of man brings a ſnare: By halt- 
ing in our ddty, and giving back in the time 
of trial, 'our hands grow weaker, our ſpirits 
get mingled* with the people, our ears grow 
dull as to hearing the language of the true 
Shepherd; that when we look at the way of 
the righteous; it ſeems as ther it was not 
| for us to follow them 49 5 ? * * ; nt” * | 
There is a love clothes my mind while 1 
write, which is ſuperior to all expreſſions; 
and 1 find my heurt open to encourage to 4 
holy emulation, to advance forward in chriſ- 
* 4 
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& 


52 The LIFE and TRAVELS | 

tian firmneſs. Deep humility is a ſtrong bul- 
wark; and as we enter into it, we find ſafe- 
ty and true exaltation : The fooliſhneſs of God 
is wiſer than man, and the weakneſs of God 
is ſtronger than man. Being uncloathed of 
our own wiſdom, and knowing the abaſe- 
ment of the creature, therein we find that 
power to 2 which. ee err and . 
to us. el ** 88 


CHAP. W. 


11 is vi 22 the 7 3 > friends. at * — 
, journey to Pennſylvania, Maryland, Vir- 
: inia, and North-Carolina——Confiderations on the 
ate of friends there; and the exerciſe he was un- 
dier in travelling among thoſe Jo generally concern- 

ed in keeping ſlaves - With ſome obſervations in 
converſation, at ſeveral times, on this Subjet— 
His. epiſtle to friends at New-Garden and Cane- 
N Creek —His thoughts on the neglett of 4 religi- 
: 1 care in the educetion. of the ame Ii 


; | H E thirteenth day of the ſecond ig 


in the year 1757, being then in 
health, and abroad with friends hing K. 
milies, I odeed at a friend's houfe, in Bur- 
and going to bed about the time 
uſual with me, I awoke in the night, and 


_y. 
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my meditations, as I lay, were on the 
neſs and mercy of the Lord; in a- ſenſe 
whereof my heart was contrite, After this, I 
went to ſleep again; and ſleeping a ſhort 
time, I awoke; it was yet dark, and no ap- 
pearance of day nor moonſhine; and as I 
opened mine eyes, I ſaw a light in my cham- 
ber at the apparent diſtance of five feet, about 
nine inches diameter, of a clear eaſy bright- 
neſs, and near its center the moſt radiant: 


As I lay ſtill without any ſurprize looking 
upon it, words were ſpoken to my inward 


ear, which filled my whole inward man: 
They were not the effect of thought, nor any 


concluſion in relation to the appearance, but 


as the language of the Holy One ſpoken in 
my mind; the words were, CERT AIN EVI 
DENCE of DIVINE TRUTH; and were a- 


gain repeated exactly in the ſame er; 3 | 


_ whereupon the light diſappeared. 


. Feeling the exerciſe in relation. to 4 viſit 2 
to the Southern Provinces to -increaſe upon 55 
me, I acquainted our monthly-meeting there- 
with, and obtained their certificate ; expect- 
ing to go alone, one of my brothers, who liv- 

Philadelphia, having ſome buſineſs in 
ina, propoſed: going with me 
part of, the way; but as he had a view of 
_ ſome outward affairs, to acoept of him as a 

companion ſeemed ſome difficulty with me, 


| = in 
North- 


eng, a I had converſation with n at 


undry times; and, at length feelin 


my mind, I had tins With "ſeveral 


9 friends of Philadelphia on * _ 


ſy in 


U 
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and he ebtatning a certificate ſuitable to the 
© occaſion, we ſet off in the fifth month of the 
year 1757: And coming to Nottingham week 
day meeting, lodged at John Churchman's 
and here I met with our friend Benjamin 
| Buffington, from New-England, who was re- 
1 turning from a viſit to the Southern Pro- 
vinces. Thence- we croſſed the river Suſ- 
uehannah, and lodged at William Cox's in 
Maryland; and ſgon after I entered this pro- 
vince, a deep and painful exerciſe came upon 
me, which I often had fome feeling of, fince 
my mind was drawn toward thefe parts, and 
with which I had acquainted my brother be- 
fore we agreed to join as companions. . _ 
* As thepeople in this and the Southern Pro- 
vinces live much on the labour of ſlaves, 
many of whom are uſed hardly, my con- 
cern was, that I might attend with 8 
of heart to the voice of the true Shepherd, 
and be ſo fupp _ as to remain unmoved 
at the faces o 
As it is ans, for friends on fach a vi- 
ſit to have entertainment free of coſt, a dif- 
| ficulty arofe in my mind with reſpect to 
ſaving my money by kindneſs received, 
Which to me appeared to be the gain oa op- 
preſſion. . ä 
Receiving a gift, 2 as a - gift, 
S brings the receiver obligations to the 
\ . : benef; actor, and has a opens ar: ch to 
Nos 3 ms obliged into a party with the giver. 
event difficulties of this kind, and to 


rye. the minds of Judges from any bias, 
f waz 


f * 
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was that divine prohibition; Thou ſhalt 
not receive any gift: for a gift blindeth 
++ the wile, and perverteth the words of the 
© righteous.” Exod. xxiii. 8. As the diſci- 
ples were ſent forth without any proviſion for 
the ir journey, and our Lord faid the. work» 
man is worthy of his meat, their labour in 
the goſpel was conſidered as a reward for 
- thew entertainment, and therefore not re- 
cerved as a gift; yet, in regard to my preſent 
journey, I could not ſee my way clear in that 
reſpect. The difference appeared thus: The 
entertainment the diſciples met with, was 
from fuch whoſe hearts God had opened to 
receive them, from a love to them, and the 
truth they publiſheg: but we, confidered. as 
members of the ſime religious. ſociety, look 
upon it as a piece of eivility to receive each 
other in ſuch viſits; and ſuch reception, at 


times, is partly in regard to reputation, and 
not from an inward unity of heart and ſpi- 


rit. Conduct is more convincing than lan- 


age; and where people, by their actions, 
manifeſt that the flave-trade is not ſo diſa- 
greeable to their principles but that it may 
be encouraged, there is not a ſound uniting 
with ſome f reads who viſit them. 

The proſpect of ſo weighty a work, and be- 

ing ſo diſtinguiſhed from many who J 
eſteemed before myſelf, brought me 75 low; 
and ſuch were the conflicts of my that 

J had a near ſympathy with Kg prop het, in 
the time of his weakneſs, when he ſaid, If 


8 Wenn deal thus with me, kill me, I 1 | 
| "0 thee 
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* "thee, if I have found fayour in thy ſight;“ 
Numb. xi. 1 5. but I ſoon ſaw that this pro- 
ceeded from the want of a full reſignation to 
the divine will. Many were the afflictions 
vvrhich attended me; and in great abaſement, 
with many tears, my eries were to the Al- 

mighty, for his gracious and fatherly aſſiſt- 
ance; and then, after a time of deep trial, 
I was favoured to underſtand the ſtate men- 
tioned by the pſalmiſt more _— than ever 
J had before; to wit: © My ſoul is even as 
« a weaned child.” Pſalm cxxxi. 2. Bein 
thus helped to ſink down into reſignation, I 
felt a deliverance from that tempeſt i in which 
I had been ſorely exerciſed, and in calmneſs 
of mind went forward, truſting that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as I faithfully attended to him, 
would be a counſellor to me in all difficul- 
ties; and that by his ſtrength I ſhould be en- 
abled even to leave money with the members 
of ſociety where I had entertainment, when 
I found that omitting of it would obſtruct 
that work to which I believed he had called 
me: And as I copy this after my return, I 
may here add, that oftentitnes I did ſo, under 
a ſenſe of duty; ; the way in which I did it was 


thus: When I expected ſoon to leave a friend's 


houſe where I had entertainment, if I be- 
lieved that I ſhould not keep clear from the 

n of oppreſſion without leaving money, I 
Foe to one of the heads of the family pri- 


SS I'S 


the 
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the beſt uſe of them; and at other times, I 
ave them to the negroes myſelf, as the way 
zked eleareſt to me: As I expected this be- 
fore I came out, I had provided a large num-- 
ber of ſmall pieces; and thus offering them 
to ſome who appeared to be wealthy people, 
was a trial both to me and them: But the 
fear of the Lord ſo covered me at times, that 
my way was made eaſier than I expected; 
and few, if any, manifeſted any reſentment 
at the offer, and moſt of them, after ſome. 
talk, accepted of them. 
_ - The — day of the fifth month, in the 
year 1757, lodged at a friend's hquſe; and 
the next day, being the firſt of the week, was 


at Potapſco meeting; then croſſed Fatuxent ”— 


river, and lodged at a publick-houſe,  - - 
On the —— breakfaſted at a friend's 
ihr ve who Aer wen putting us a little on 
our way, I had converſation with him, in 
the fear of the Lord, concerning his ſlaves; 
in which my heart was tender, and I uſed 
much plainneſs of ſpeech with him, which he 
appeared to take kindly. We purſued: our 
journey without appointing meetings, being 
preſſed in my mind to be at the yearly-meet- 
ing in Virginia, and in my travelling on the 


road, I often felt a cry. riſe from the center 


of my mind, thus: O Lord, I am a ſtran- 
ger on the earth, hide not thy face from me. 
On the eleventh day of the Af th month, we 
croſſed the rivers Patowmack and Rapahan- 
nock, and lodged at Port-Royal: And on the 
Way we i in e with a wy 

Ne 
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nel of the militia, who appeared to be a 
thoughtful man; 1 took occaſion to remark 
on the difference in general betwixt a people 
_ uſed to labour moderately for their living, 
| —— up their children in ity and 
buſineſs, and thoſe who live on the - labour 
of ſlaves ; the former, in my view, being the 
moſ? happy life: With which he concurred, 
= mentioned the trouble ariſing from the 
toward, {lothful diſpoſition of the 3 
adding, that one of our labourers would do 
as much in a day as two of their flaves. 
replied, that free- men, whoſe minds were 
properly on their buſineſs, found a fatisfac- 
tion in improving, cultivating, and ere 
for their families; but negroes labouring to 
ſupport others who claim them as their pro- 
perty, and expecting nothing but ſlavery 
during life, had not the like inducement to 
be induſtrious. 
After ſome further converſation, 1 fad, 
at men having power, too often mifap- 
plied it; that tho we made fla ves of the ne- 
2 and the Turks made flaves of the 
hriſtians, I however believed that liberty 
was the natural right of all men equally : 
Which he did not deny; but ſaid, the lives 
of the negroes were ſo wretched in their own 
country, t * many of them lived better here 
3 there: I only faid, there is great odds 
in regand to Us, ON what principle we act; 
the converſation on that ſubject ended: 
And F may here add, that another perſon, 
| Bene time afterward, . the * 
| _ _ eancls 
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 edneſs' of the negroes, occafioned by their 
inteſtine wars, as an argument in favour of 
our fetching them away for ſlaves : 'To which 
I then replied, if compaſſion on the Africans, 

in regard to their domeſtic troubles, were the 
real motive of our purchafing them, that 
ſpirit of tenderneſs being attended to, would 
incite us to uſe them kindly ;- that as firan- 
brought out of aMliction, their lives 
might be happy among us; and as they are 
human creatures, whoſe fouls are as precious 
as ours, and who may receive the fame help 
and comfort from the holy ſcriptures as we 
do, we could not omit fuitable endeavours to 
inſtru them therein: But while we mani- 
feft by our conduct, that our views in pur- 
chaſing them are to advance ourſelves; and 
while our buying captives taken in war, ani- 
mates thoſe parties to puſ on that war, and 
increaſe de ſolation amongſt them; to ſay they 
live unhappy in Africa, is far from being 
an argument. in our favour: and I further 
ſaid, the preſent circumſtanoes of theſe 
vinces to me appear difficult ; that the faves 
look like a burdenſome ftone to ſach who 
burden themfelves with them; and that if 
the white people retain a reſolution to prefer 
their outward proſpects of gain to all other 
confiderations, and do not act conſeientiouſ- 
ly toward them as fellow- creatures, I believe 
that burden will grow heavier and heavier, 
till times change in a way difagreeable to us: 
At which the perſon appeared very ſerious; 
and owned, that in * their em 
— 2 = -.* 
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tion, and the manner of their treatment in 
theſe provinces, he had ſometimes thought it 
m be juſt in the 3 ſo to order it. 
_ Having thus travelled thro Maryland, we 
came amongſt friends at Cedar-Creek in Vir- 
ginia ; on the twelfth day of. the fifth month: 
and the next day rode, in company with 
ſeveral friends, a day's journey to Camp- 
Creek: And as I was riding along in the 
morning, my mind was deeply affected in a 
ſenſe I had of the want of divine aid to ſup- 
port me in the various difficulties which at- 
tended me; and in an uncommon diſtreſs of 
mind, I cried in ſecret to the Moſt High, O 
Lord be merciful, I beſeech thee, to thy poor 
àtflicted creature. After ſome time, I felt in- 
ward relief; and ſoon after, a friend in com- 
pany began to talk in ſupport of the ſlave- 
trade, and ſaid,, the negroes were underſtood 
to be the offspring of Cain, their blackneſs 
being the mark God ſet upon him after he 
murdered Abel his brother; that it was the 
deſign of Providence they ſhould be ſlaves, 
as a condition proper to the race of ſo wick 
ed a man as Cain was: Then another ſpake 
in ſupport of what had been faid. To all 
which, I replied in. ſubſtance as follows : 
That Noah and his family were all who ſur- 
yived the flood, according to ſcripture ; and 
as Noah was of Seth's race, the family of 
Cain was wholly deſtroyed. One of them 
ſaid, that after the flood Ham went to the 
land of Nod, and took a. wife; that Nod was 
a land far diſtant, inhabited by Cain's race, 
16:4 and 


3 
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and that the flood did not reach it; and as 
Ham was ſentenced to be a ſervant: of ſer- 


vants to his brethren, theſe: two families be- 


ing thus joined, were undoubtedly fit only 
for ſlaves. - I replied, the flood was a judg- 
ment upon the world for their abominations; 
and it was granted, that Cain's ſtock was the 
: moſt wicked, and therefore unreaſonable to 

ppoOſ were ſpared: As to Ham's go- 
ing to the land of Nod for a wife, no time 
being fixed, Nod might be inhabited by 
ſome of Noah's family, before Ham married 
a ſecond time; moreover the text : ſaith; 
„That all fleſn died that moved upon the 
« earth.” Gen. vii. 2. I further reminded 
them, how the prophets repeatedly declare, 
that the ſon ſhall not ſuffer for the iniqui- 


“ty of the father; but every one be an- 
„ ſwerable for his own fins.” I was trou- 


bled to perceive the darkneſs of their ima- 


ginations; and in ſome preſſure of ſpirit ſaid, 


the love of eaſe and gain are the motives in 
general of keeping ſlaves; and men are wont 
to take hold of — arguments to ſupport a 


cauſe which is unreaſonable; and added, 1 


have no intereſt on either ſide, ſave only the 
intereſt which I deſire to have in the truth: 
And as I believe liberty is their right, and 


| ſee: they are not only deprived of it, but 


treated in other reſpects with inhumanity in 
many places, I believe He, who is à refuge 
for the oppreſſed, will, in his own time, 
— r A "and 1 hes” ye be for 


" ſuch | 


> 
£3 
1 4 
1 —" 
* ” 
” A 
” < 
N & a R 2 1 2 
EEE were ene ͥ—ꝛ—L' ˙ ˙ͤinQ—ü—j — —ß l. ˙.ü. ˙²]m ⅛ͤͤi n3 — yy - 
a 3 . 
* — — * — 


* 2 
— —— U nies BIO * > « 
OE — 0 1 


62 _ The LIFE and TRAVBLS | 
ſuch, 3 walk in uprightneſs before r | 
And thus our converſation ended. ts 
On the fourteenth day of the fifth month 
I was at Camp-Creek monthly-meeting, and 
then rode up to the mountains up James- Lives, 
and had a meeting at a friend's: houſe ; in 
both which I felt ſorrow of heart, and my 
tears were poured out before the Lord, who 
1% mag to afford a degree of ſtrength by 
whic way was opened to .cleat my "triad 
amongſt friends in thoſe places. From thence 
Iwent to Fork-Creek, ain, ſo to Cetar-Creek 
again; at which place I now had a meeting ; 
here i found a tender feed; and as I was pre- 
ſeryed in the miniſtry to keep low with the 
truth ; the ſame truth in their hearts anſwer- 
edit, that it was a time of mutual refreſh- 
ment from the nog of the Lord. I lodged 
al James Standſey's, father of Willam Stand- 
ley, one of the — men who ſuffered im- 
priſonment at Wincheſter laſt ſummer, on 
account of their teſtimony againſt fighting; 
and had ſome ſatis factory converſatian with 
peas * — went to the 
Warp meeting, to ay + pag any 
ing; and then croſſed James-Rivor, and 
lodged near Burleigh, From the time of my 
entering Mary land I have been much under 
ſorrow. which of late fo increaſed upon me; 
that my mind was almoſt overwhelmed; and 
1 may Jay. with the pſalmiſt, in my diſ- 
* eels Gee 2 Lord, and cried to 
4 my 3 who, in infinite goodneſs, : 
loaked upon my affliction, and in my pri- 
vate 


by degrees, ar raiſed; and 


— 
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vate retirement ſeat the Comforter for my re- 
lief; fot which: I duni bleſs. his >bply 
nan lo oft 1 

The-ſcafe Lhad of the Rate of the e 
brought 4 we 4 weight of diſtreſs upon me: the 
gold to me appeared dim, and the fine gold 
changed; and tho this is the caſe too ge- 
nerally, yet the ſenſe of it in theſe parts hath. 
ä — a 8 —— manner, borne heavy upon 
It appeared to me, that thro' the 
— of the ſpirit of this world, | the 
minds of many were brought to an inward 
deſolation s and inſtead; bf the {ſpirit of meck- 
neſs, gentleneſs, and; i heavenly wiſdom, which 
_ aretheneceſiiry companions of the true 
of Chriſt, a ſpirit of fierceneſs, and the love 
of dominion, too generally pre vailed. From 
ſmall begingings in errors, — buildings, 

one age to 
another are more and more ſtrengthened by 
the general concurrence of the people: and 
as men dbtain reputation by their profeſſion 


a ts in favour of general error; and 
thoſe of leſs note, to juſtify themſelves, ſay, 
ſuch and ſuch good wes Fy the like, By 
what other ſteps could the people of Judah 
ariſe to that height in wickednefs, as to 
give juſt ground for the prophet Iſaiah to de- 
clare in the name of the Lord, that non 
calletha for juſtice, nor any e for 
truth“ Iſaiah lix. 4. or for the Almi 
to call upon the great city of Jeruſalem, -j1 
before the: 4h>-Babyloniſh captivity, £ If ye: — 


5 „ find 
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of the truth, their virtues are mentioned aa 


— 
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find a man, if there be any who executeth 
„judgment, that ſeeketh the truth, and I 
« will pardon it.“ Jer. v. 1. The proſpect 2 
a road lying open to the ſame degeneracy, 
ſome parts of this newly ſettled land of 
rica, in reſpect to our conduct toward "the 
Negroes, © hath deeply bowed my mind in 
this] journey; and tho to briefly relate how 
theſe people are treated is no agreeable work; 
yet, after often reading over the notes I made 
as I travelled, I find my mind engaged to 
preſerve them. Many of the white people i ” 
thoſe provinces take little or no care of ne 
marriages; and when s m — 
their own way, ſome . ſo — 
of thoſe —— that with views of out- 
ward intereſt, they often part men from their 
wives by ſelling them far aſunder; which is 
common when eſtates are ſold by executors 
at vendue. Many whoſe labour is heavy, 
being followed, at their buſineſs in the field, 
by a man with a whip, hired for that pur- 
poſe, have in common little elſe allowed but 
one peck of Indian corn and ſome ſalt for 
one week, with a few potatoes; che potatoes 
they commonly raiſe by their labou on the 
— day of the 0/1 iis lt 
The o 0 ection enſuing on — diſobedi- 
| athens overſeers, or ſlothfulneſs in buſineſs, 
is often very ſevere, and ſometimes deſperate. 
Men and women have many times ſcarce 
cloathis enough to hide their nakedneſs, and 
boys and girls, ten and twelve years old, are 
ne os naked amongſt their maſter's chil- 


dren ; 
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dren: ſome of our ſociety, and ſome of the 
ſociety called new- lights, uſe. ſome endea- 
vours to inſtruct thoſe they have in reading; 
e 
t di e are the people by 
whoſe labour the other inhabitants are in — 
great meaſure ſupported, and many of them 
in the luxuries of life: theſe are the people. 
who have made no agreement to. ſerve, us, 
and who have not forfeited their liberty that 
we know. of: theſe; are the ſouls: for whom 
Chriſt died; and for our conduct toward 
them, we muſt anſwer before Him Who 1 18 
no reſpeder of perſons. ., -. | 
They who; know the, only tine God, and 
Jefus ( hriſt whom he hath 8 and are thus 
—— vainted with the merciful, benevolent, 
pel ſpirit, will therein perceive: that the 
| Fd ation: of God is kindled againſt oppreſ- 
ſion and cruelty ; and in beholding the great 
diſtreſs of ſo numerous a people, will find 
cauſe for . 

From my ngs 1 went to Burleigh 
meeting, by — lodging felt my mind drawn into 
a quiet — gned ſtate; — after long ſilence, 
* an — gagement to ſtand up; and thro' 
| peration of divine love, we 
— 1 "Ro an edifying meeting. 
The next meeting we had was at Black-Wa- 
ter; and ſo to the yearly-mecting at the 
Weſtern Branch: when buſineſs began, ſome 
queries were conſidered, by ſome of their 
members, to be now oduced; and if ap- 
en to be anſw d hereafter by their re- 

pſpective 


ſpective . They were the 
| Pennſylvania queries, which had been exa- 
mined by a committee of Virginia yearly- 
meeting appointed the laſt year, who made 
ſome alterations in them; one of which alte- 
rations was made in favour of a cuſtom 
which troubled me. The query was, Are 
there any concerned in the importation of 
negroes, or buying them after 'imported ??” 
which they altered thus: Are there any xp 
concerned in the importation of negroes, or 
ma them to trade in? As one query ad- 
mitted with unanimity was, Are any con- 

cerned in buying or vending goods 'unlaw- 
fully imported, or prize-goods ?”: I found 
my mind engaged to ſay, that as we pro- 
feſſed the truth, and were there aſſembled to 
ſupport the teſtimony of it, it was neceſſary 
for us to dwell deep, and act in that wiſdom 
which is pure, or otherwiſe we could not 
proſper. I then mentioned their alteration; 
and, referring to the laſt mentioned query, 
added, as purchaſing any merchandize taken 
by the ſword, was always allowed to be in- 
conſiſtent with our principles; ne be- 
ing captives of war, or taken by ſtealth, 
thoſe circumſtances make it inconſiſtent with 


- 


our teſtimony to buy them; and, their being 
our fellow-creatures, who are ſold as ſlaves, 


adds greatly to the iniquity. Friends ap- 
peared attentive to what was ſaid; ſome ex- 
preſſed a care and concern about their ne- 
groes; none made ay objection, by way of 


reply to what I ſaid ; but the query was ad- 
* 9 „ mans 


» 


\ | 


j 
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mitted as they had altered it. As ſome of their 
members have heretofore traded in — 4 
as in other merchandize, this Trans 
admitted, will be one ſtep further than they 
have hitherto, gone: And I did not ſee it 
my. duty to preſs for an alteration; but felt 
eaſy to leave it all to Him, who alone is able 
to turn the hearts of the mighty, and make 
way for the ſpreading of truth on the earth, 
by means agreeable to his infinite wiſdom. 
2 at in regard to thoſe. they already had, I 
ind engaged to labour with them; 

—— id that, as we believe the ſcriptures 
— given forth b holy men, as they were 
moved by the Hol Ghoſt, and many of us 
know, = experience > that they are often help- 
ful and comfortable, and —— ourſelves 
bound in duty to teach our children to read 
them, I believe, that if we were diveſted of 
all ſelfiſh views, the ſame. good ſpirit that 
gave them forth, would engage us; to teach 
_ negroes to read, that they might have the 

efit of them : Some there were amo 

them who, at this time, manifeſted a concern 
in regard to taking more care in t the educa- 
tion of their negroes. 

On the twenty-ninth day of x = fifth 
month, at the houſe where I lodged, was a 
meeting of miniſters and elders, at the ninth 
hour in the morning ; at which time I found 
an engagement to ſpeak freely and plainly to 
them concerning their ſlaves; mentioning, 
how they, as the firſt rank in the ſociety, 
whoſe condu i in that caſe was much noticed 

| a by 
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by others, under the ſtronger obliga- 
tions to look cabefully to themſelves: expreſs- 
ing how needful \it was for them, in that fi- 
tuation, to be thproughly diveſted of all. ſelf- 
iſh views; that living in the pure truth, and 
acting conſcientiouſly towurd thoſe people in 
their education and otherwiſe, they might be 


inſtrumental in helping forward a work fo 


exceeding neceſſary, and ſo much neglected 
amongſt them. At the twelfth hour the meet- 
ing of worthip began; 3 err Was a un 
meeting. 

On the thirtieth ay, bout the teten bbus, 
friends met to finiſh their buſineſs; and then 
the meeting for worſhip enſued, which to me 
was a laborious time; duk thro' the 

goodneſs of the Lord, truth, I believe, gained 
Tome” ground; and it wWas a Meagtioning 
opportunity” to the honeſt-hearted. 

About this time I wrote an epiſtle to Wende 
in the gs] rere rr or Ur ee as 
eee Ain 

G RO 3 


— 


„ 


To ficnde- it t their ee at New- 


Garden * Nr , in cre Ire if 
Una. | | 


Dear friends, = 


Tr having plesſed chr Lord to e me 
forth on a viſit to ſome parts of Virginia 
and Carolina, =, have often been in my 
N and tho” my wy is not clear to 

COINC 
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come in! perfor! to viſit you, yet I feel it in 
my heart to communicate a few things, as 
they ariſe in the love of truth: Firkyimy 
dear friends; dwell in humility ; and — 
heed that no views of outward gain get too 
deep hold of you, that ſo your eyes being 
ſingle to- the Lord, you may be preſerved in 
the way of ſafety. Where people let looſe 
* minds after the lets of — 

are more en in purſuing 

fits. and ſeeki — the; friendſhips of pro 
world, than aide: inwardly acquainted with 
the way efrtrue peace; ſuch walk in au 
ſnadow, while the true comfort af lia is 
wanting: — are often hurtful to 
others; and their treaſutes, thus .colleQed; 
do many times _ i. ſnares to 
their children. 21n29mvons 
But where — are — diotgd to 
Collar: Chriſt, and, dwelbunder the itifluckice 
of his holy: pirit, their ſtability and firms 
neſs, thro” e divine bleſſing. is ata times 
like dew en the tender plants round abuut 
thee, and the weightineſs of their ſpirits ſe. 
cretly works on the minds dof others and 
in this condition, thro! the Aprending.inſſu- N 
ence of divine love, they feel a care over th 
flock ; and way g is opened for maintaining 
good order in the ſociety u And tho we 
meet with oppoſition focim fnother ſpirit yet, 
38: there is a dwelling in macleneſs, Feeling 
_ ſpirits: ſfubject, way moving only ifi 
warty entle-peacdable wiſdom/ the inwrard r 
of — will be groater than lb our 
* 
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difficultics.” Where the pure life is kept to, 
and meetings of diſcipline are held in the 
authority of it, we find by experience that 
they are nnn and Tome 4 to > the * 
of the body. - 
While write, che youth'3 comes freſh 
in my way: Dear — people, chooſe 
is truth, and be 
not aſhamed of it; chooſe for your company 
ſuch who ſerve him in uprightneſs : And 
wn as moſt dangerous, the converſation of 
thoſe whoſe lives are of an ill ſavour; for = 4 
frequenting fach company, ſome hopeful 
young people have come to great loſs, and 
been drawn from leſs evils to greater to their 
utter ruin. In the bloom of youth no orna- 
ment is ſo lovely as that of virtue, nor any 
enjoyments equal to thoſe which we partake 
of, in fully reſigning ourſelves to the divine 
'hele enjoyments add ſweetneſs to all 
other comforts,” and give true ſatisfaction in 
company and converſation, where people are 
mutually acquainted ' with it; and as your | 
minds are thus ſeaſoned with the truth, you 
will find ſtrength to abide ſtedfaſt to the teſ- 
timony of it, and be rn for ien in 
the church. 

And now, . Gi and brbehren! ul 
you are improving a wilderneſs, and may be 
numbered amongſt the firſt planters in one 
part of a province, I beſeech you, in the love 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to wiſely. conſider the force 


of your examples, and tin how much your 
e may: be N affected: It ws a 


help 
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help in a country; yea, and a great fayour 
and a bleſſing, when euſtoms firſt ſettled, are 
agreeable to found wiſdom: ſo When they are 
otherwiſe the effect of them is grievous; and 
children feel themſelves encompaſſed with 
difficulties e for: them by their prede- 
ceſſors. 

e moderate care aan exerciſe, under the 
direction of true wiſdom, is uſeful both to 
mind and body; ſo, by this means in gene- 
ral, the real wants of life are eaſily ſupplied: 

our gracious Father having ſo proportioned 
one to the other, that keeping in the true 
medium we may paſs on quietly. Where 
ſlaves are purchaſed, to do our labour, nume- 
rous difficnlties attend it. To rational crea- 
tures bondage is uneaſy, and frequently; oc- 
caſions ſourneſs and difcontent in them; 
which affects the family, . and ſuch who ain 
the maſtery over them: and thus people and 
their children are many times encompaſſed 
with vexations, Which ariſe from their pr 
plying to Wrong 5 methods to get a living; 

1 have & A that there are A 
large number of friends in your parts, who 
have no ſlaves; and in tender and moſt af - 
fectionate love, I beſeech you to keep clear 
from purchaſing any. Look, my dear friends, 
to Divine Providence; and follow in ſimpli- 
city that exerciſe of body, that plainneſs and 
1 ne which true wiſdom leads to; ſo 
may you be preſerved from thoſe dangers 
id ſuch who are aiming at out- 


ward eaſe anc tneſs. 


Treaſures, 
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berate, tho' ſmall, attained on a true 
principle of virtue, are ſweet in the poſſeſſi- 
on, and while we walk in the light of the 
Lord, there is true comfort and ſatisfaction. 
Here, neither the murmurs of an oppreſſed 
people, nor throbbing uneaſy conſoience, nor 
anx1ous thoughts about the events of _— 
Hinder the enjoyment of it. 

When we look toward the end of life; and 
think on the diviſion of our fubſtance among 
our ſucceſlors ; if we know that it was col- 
lected in the fear of the Lord, in honefty, in 

equity, and in uprightneſs of heart before 
him, we may codlideradt as his gift to us; 
and with a 1 eye to his bleſſing,” beſtow 
it on thoſe we leave behind us. Such is the 
Happitoſs: of the plain ways of true virtue. 
The work of righteoufneſs ſhall be peace; 
* and the effect of righteouſneſs, | quierneſs 
« and aſſurance for ever.“ Ta. xxxii. 17; 

Dwell here, my dear friends; and then in 
remote and ſolitary deſerts, you may find 
true peace and ſatisfaction. If the Lord be 
our God; in truth and reality, there is ſafe- 
ty for us; ; for he is à ſtrong hold in the day 


of troub! . and veg er n that truſt in 
him. ; s +4 £1 A #4 51 2 7 0 5 
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From the y early- meeting in 6 Virgi nia, I 
went to Carolina; and on the firſt day of the 
ſixth month, was at Wells monthly-meeting, 
where the ſpring of the 7 miniſtry was 
opened, and the love of Jeſu 5 
enced amongſt us: To his name be the praiſe, 
Here my brother joined with ſome friends 
from New. Garden, who were going home 
ward; and I went next to Simons-Creek 
monthly- meeting, where I was ſilent durin 

came on, my mind was exerciſed concerning 
the poor ſlaves; but did not feel my way clear 


to ſpeak : In this condition I was bowed in 


ſpirit before the Lord; and with tears and in- 
ward ſupplication: beſought him, ſo to open 
my underſtanding, that ＋ might know, his 
will concerning me;. and, at length. my 


mind was ſettled in ſilence: Near the end of 


their - buſineſs, a member af their meeting 
expreſt a concern, that had ſome time lain 
upon him, on account of friends ſo much 
neglecting their duty in the education of 
their ſlaves; and propoſtd having meetings 


ſometimes. appointed for them on a π q, 


day, to be only attended by ſome friends ta 
be named in their monthly- meetings: Many 
| ſent ap J5eared to unite with the-propaſal © 
Bae ſaid, he had often wondered that they, 

ing our fellow- creatures and capable of re- 


ious underſtanding, had been ſo excetding- 


neglected: Another expreſſed the like con- 
cern, and appeared zcalous, that friends, in 


future, might more cloſely. conſider it: At 
. e, e 5G os — 


II 


s. Chriſt experi- 


length a minute was made; and the further 
conſideration of it referred to their next 
monthly- meeting. The friend who made this 
propoſal hath negroes: He told me, that he 
was at New-Garden ; about two hundred and 
fifty miles from home, and came back alone; 
and that in this ſolitary journey, this exer- 
ciſe, in regard to the education of their ne- 
was, from time to time, renewed in 
his mind. A friend of ſome note in Virgi- 
nia; who hath ſlaves, told me, that he being 
far from home on a loneſome journey, had 
many ſerious thoughts about them; and that 
his mind was ſo impreſt therewith, that he 
believed that he ſaw a time coming, when 
Divine Providence would alter the circum- 
ſtance of theſe people, reſpecting their con- 
dition as ſlaves. 

From hence I went to Newbegun-Creck, 
and ſat a conſiderable time in much weak- 
neſs ; then I felt truth open the way to ſpeak 
a little in much plainneſs and ſimpli- 
city, till, at length, thro the — of 
divine love amongſt us, we had a ſeaſonin 
opportunity. From thence to the head o 
Little-River on a firſt-day, where was a 
crouded meeting; and I believe was, thro! 
divine goodneſs, made profitable to _— 
Thence to the Old-Neck ; where I was led 
into = careful” — out the ſecret work- 
ings of the myſtery of iniquity, which, un- 
—— a cover of religion, — itſelf 
that pure ſpirit; which leads in the way os 
meckneſs and ſelf-denial. From thence to 
; | Piney- 
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Piney woods: : this was the laſt meeting I was 
at in Carolina; and was large; and my heart 
being deeply engaged, Iwas drawn forth in- 
to a fervent labour amongſt tem. 
When I was at Newbegun-Creek, a friend 


was there who laboured for his living, hav- 


ing no negroes, and had been a miniſter 
many years: he came to me the next day; 


and as we rode together, he ſignified: that he 


wanted to talk with me concerning a difficul- 
he had been under, and related it near as 
llows: to wit, That as monies had of late 


years been raiſed by a tax to carry on the 


wars, he had a ſcruple in his mind in regard 
to Rel it, and choſe rather to ſuffer diftraint 

than pay it; and as he was the only 
— — who refuſed it in thoſe parts, and knew 


not that any one elſe was in the the circum- 


ſtances, and ſignified that it had been a heavy 


trial to him: and more ſo, for that ſome of 


his brethren had been uneaſy with his con- 
duct in that caſe: And added, that from a 
ſympathy he felt with me yeſterday i in meet- 
ing, he found the freedom thus to open the 


matter, in the way of querying concerning 


friends in our parts: Whereupon 1 told him 


the ſtate of friends amongſt us, as well as 1 
was able; and alſo, that I had, for ſome time, 
been under the like ſeruple. I believed him 
to be one who was concerned to walk upright- 
ly before the Lord; and eſteemed it my duty 
to preſerve this note een, him Samuel 
Newby.” 
5 Tram hende Fenk back into Vupinde and 
bad a meeting near James Cowpland's; it 


* 


1 
IF 
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they ariſe from the — — 8 i 


E 
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was a - time of inward, 9 but, thro 
the goodneſs of the Lord, I was made con- 
tent: Then to another — Where, thro! 
the rene wings of Pure love, We had a ve 


comfortable ſeaſon. | 


Travelling up and down. of; —_— = 


1 had emed evidences, that to be faithful to 


the Lord, and content with his will concern- 
ing me, is a moſt neceſſary and uſeful leſſon 
for me to be learning; looking leſs at the ef- 
fects of my labour, than at the pure motion 
and — of the concern, as it ariſes from 
heavenly love. In the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
laſting ſtrength ; and as the mind, by a hum- 


ble. refignation, is united to him, . we 


utter words, from | an, inward know 


way may be difficult, and re uire cloſe atten- 


tion to keep in it; and tho', the manner in 


which we may be led may tend to 0ur own. 
abaſement; ct, if we continue in patience 


and meekneſs, heavenly, Nees, is the — 


of our Jabours. . rr df vil. 
From thence 1 ont. to Curles:merting; 
which, tho' ſmall, was, reviving ; to the ho- 


| neſt-hearted. ..../Thence/ to. Black-Creck. and 


Caroline meetings from whence; ,accompa+ 


y William Standley before: mentioned, 
le to Gooſe-Creek, being much thro 
c and about one hundred miles 
We lodged... the firſt, night, at a publick- 
houſe; the ſecond, in the woods 3 and — 
next day, we reached a friend's houſe, at 
980 _ re in ann woods wo layn under 
e DINE 1 \ {11392 :lome 
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ſome diſedvantage, having no fireworks nor 
bells for our horſes; but we ſtopped a little 

before night, and let them feed on the wild 
_ graſs which was plenty; in the mean time 
cutting with our knives à ſtore againſt night, 
and then tied them; and gathering ſome buſh- 
es under a oak, we lay down; but the muſ- 
quetoes being plenty and the ground damp, 
flept but little: Thus lying in the wilder- 
neſs, and looking at the ſtars, I was led to 
contemplate on the condition of our firſt 
parents, when they were ſent forth from the 
garden; but the Almighty, tho' they had 
been diſobedient, continued to be a father to 
them'; and ſhewed them what tended to their 
felicity as intelligent creatures, and was ac- 
ceptablè to him. To provide things relative 
to our outward living, in the way of true 
wiſdom-is good; and the gift of improving 
in things uſeful, is a good gift, and comes 
from the Father of lights. Many have had 
this gift; and, from age to age, there have 
been improvements of this kind made in the 
world: But ſome not keeping to the pure 
gift, have, in the creaturely cunning and 
elf-exaltation, ſought out many inventions; 
which inventions of men, as diſtin from 
that uprightneſs in which man was created, 
as the firſt motion to them was evil, ſo the 
effects have been and are evil. That, at this 
day, it is as neceſſary for ms conſtantly to at- 
tend on the heavenly gift, to be qualified to 

uſe rightly the good things in this life a- 
midſt great improvements, as it was for => 


| His ſaid acquaintance it where he lodg- 
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firſt . when they were without: any 
improvements, without any friend or father | 
but God only. 
was at a meeting at Goole Oath, and 
cotta at a monthly-meeting at Fairfax; where 
— dealing of the Almighty 

with us, bis power . prevailed . over many 
hearts. Thence to Manoquacy and - Pipe- 
Creek, in Maryland; at both which places I 
had cauſe — to adore Him, who ſup- 
ported me thro' many exerciſes, | and by 


whoſe help I was enabled to reach the true 


witneſs in the hearts of others: There were 
ſome hopeful young people in thoſe parts. 
Thence I had meetings at John Everit's in 
Monalen, and at Huntingdon; and I was 


made — thankful to the Lord, who o- 


pened my heart amongſt the people in theſe 
new —— ſo that it was a time of en- 


ä . ment to the honeſt- minded. 


onalen, a friend gave me ſome ac- 


count of a religious ſociety, among the Dutch, 


called mennoniſts; and, amongſt other things, 
related a paſſage in ſu bſtance as follows :— 
One of the mennoniſts having acquaintance 


with a man of another ſociety at a conſider- 


able diſtance, and being with his waggon on 
buſineſs near the houſe of his ſaid acquain- 
tance, and night coming on, he had thoughts 
of putting up with him; but paſſing by his 
fields, and obſervin the diſtreſſed appear- 


ance of his ſlaves, he kindled a fire in the 


woods hard by, and lay there that night: 


ed, 8 
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ed, and, afterward meeting the mennoniſt, 
told him of it; adding, he ſhould have been 
heartily welcome at his houſe; and from their 

acquaintance in former time, wondered at 
his- conduct in that caſe: The mennoniſt re- 
plied, ever ſince I lodged by thy field, I have 
wanted an opportunity to ſpeak with thee: 
The matter was; I intended to have come to 
thy houſe for entertainment, but ſeeing thy 
ſla ves at their work, and obſerving the man- 
ner of their dreſs, I had no liking to come 
to partake with thee: Then admoniſned him 
to uſe them with more humanity; and added, 
as I lay by the fire that night, I thought that 
as I was a man of ſubſtance, thou would have 
received me freely ; but if I had been as poor 
as one of thy ſlaves, and had no power to 
help myſelf, I ſhould have received from thy 
hand no kinder uſage than they, 
. Hence I was at three meetings in my way: - 
And ſol went home, under a humbling ſenſe 
of the Sracions dealings of the Lord with me, 
in preſerving me thro' many trials and af- 
flictions in my journey. I was out about two 
months, and travelled about eleven hundred 
and fifty mile, 1 
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9 on S's Manon of a AS laid 5 cars 
Hing on the war | againſt the Indians Some 
notes on Thomas 4 Kempis and John H 
Heetings of the committee of the yearly-mecting 
at Philadelphia——The preſent circumſtances of 
Friends in Pennſylvania and New-Jerſey, very 
_ different. from thoſe. of our | predeceſſors , The 
draughting of the. militia in New-Jerſey. to ſerve 
. 1n' the army; with ſome obſervations on the fate 
© of the members of our ſociety at that tim. 


© His wvifit to friends in Pennſylvania, accompanied 
f by Benjamin Jones Proceedings at the mon tir. 
., quarterly and yearly meetings, in Philadet 


. reſpecting thoſe who keep ſlaves. 
F EW years paſt, money being mad 


current in our province for carryin 
wars, and to be called in again by taxes laid 
on the inhabitants, my mind Was often af- 
fected with the thoughts of paying ſuch 
taxes; and I believe it right for me to pre- 
ſerve a memorandum concerning it: I was 
told, that friends in England frequently paid 
| e when the money was applied to ſuch 
ſes: I had converſation with ſeveral 
5 friends on the ſubject, who all favour- 
ed the payment of ſuch taxes; ſome of whom 
I preferred before myſelf, and this made me 
eaſier for a time; yet there was in the deeps 


of 
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bf my mind, a ſcruple which I never could 
t over; and, at certain times, I was great- 
y diſtreſſed on that account. Is 

I all along believed that there were ſome 
upright-hearted men, who paid ſuch taxes; 
but could not ſee that their example was a 
ſufficient reaſon for me to do ſo, while I be- 
lieved that the ſpirit of truth required of me, 
as an individual, to ſuffer patiently the diſ- 
treſs of goods, rather than pay actively 
L have been informed that Thomas à Kem- 
pis lived and died in the profeſſion of the 
Roman catholic religion: And in reading his 
_ writings, I have believed im to be a man of 

a true chriſtian ſpirit; as fully ſo, as many 
who died martyrs becauſe they could not join. 
with ſome ſuperſtitions in that church. - 
All. true chriſtians. are of the ſame ſpirit, 
but the gifts are diverſe; Jeſus Chriſt ap- 
pointing to each one their peculiar office, a- 
greeable to his infinite wiſdomn. 
John  Huſs contended againſt the errors 
_ crept into the church, in oppoſition to the 
council of Conſtance ; which the hiſtorian re- 
ports to have conſiſted of ſome thouſand per- 
ſons. He modeſtly . vindicated the cauſe - 
which wg, pohaved was ri 115 _ his lan- 
e and conduct toward his judges appear 
= P's been reſpectful, yet he never could 
be moved from the principles ſettled in his 
mind. To uſe his own words: © This I moſt 
humbly require and deſire of you all, even 
for His ſake who is the God of us all, that 
I be not compelled to the thing which my 
ns | " conſcience 
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conſcience doth repugn or ſtrive againſt LS 
And again, in his anſwer to the emperor : 
« I refuſe nothing, moſt noble 'emperor, 
whatſoever the council ſhall decree or „ 
mine upon me, only this one thing 1 except, 
that I do not offend God and my conſcience.” 
Fox's Acts and Monuments, page 233. At 
length, rather than act contrary to that which 
he believed the Lord required of bim, he 
choſe to ſuffer death by fire. Thomas a 
e 6 without diſputir ns e the arti- 
cles then generally agreed to, appears to have 
laboured, by a pious example as well as by 
preaching and writing, to promote virtue and 
the inward fpiritual religion: And I believe 
they were both ſincere-hearted followers of 
Chriſt.” 

True charity is an reheat virtue: And 
fiticerely' to labour for their good, whoſe be- 
lief, in 15 points, doth not agree with ours, 
is a happy ſtate. To refuſe the active pay- 
ment of a tax which our ſociety generally 
paid, was exceeding diſagreeable; but to do 
a thing contrary to my conſcience, appeared 
yet more dreadful. When this exerciſe- came 
upon me, I knew of none under the like dif- 
ficulty; and, in my diſtreſs, I beſought the 
Lord to enable me to give up all, that fo I 
Pa are follow him whereſoever he was pleaſed 
to lead me: And under this exerciſe, I went 
to our yearly-meeting at Philadelphia, in the 
year 1755; at which a committee was ap- 
pointed of ſome from each quarter, to cor- 
reſpond with the meeting for W in 

don; ; 
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London; and another to viſit our monthly 
and quarterly-meetings; and after their ap- 
pointment, before the laſt adjournment of 
the meeting, it was agreed i in the meeting, 
that theſe two committees ſhould meet to-— 
gethet in friends ſchool-houſe in the city, 
at a time then concluded ori, to confider 
ſome things in which the cauſe of truth 
was concerned; and theſe committees meet- 
ing together, had a weighty conference 
in the feur of the Lord; at which time, 1 
perceived, there were many friends under a 
ſcruple like that before-mentioned®.* 

As ſcrupling to pay a tax on accounit of 
the application, hath ſeldom been heard of 
| heretofore, even men of integrity, 
who have ſteadily borne their teſtimony 
againſt outwatd wars in their time; I may 

here note ſome things vyhich have ocourred 
to my mind, as I have been — exer- 
ciſed'on that account : From the ſte 
ſition which faithful friends, in early — | 
made to wrong things then approved of, _ Z 
were hated and peffeciited by men living in 5 
the ſpirit of this world; and ſuffering with 

firmneſs, they wete made à blefling to the 
church, and the work proſpered; It equally 
concerns men, in every age, to take heed to 
_ on ng me" in e their ſitu- 
G2 e 


8 eee np See bee heathen cemples. 
e n pan III. page 327). EPR. 
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ation with ours, it looks to me there was le? 
danger of their being infected with the ſpi- 
rit of this world, in paying ſuch taxes, than 
there is of us now : They had little or no ſhare 
in civil government; and many of them de- 
clared, they were, thro the power of God, 
| ſeparated f om the ſpirit in which wars were; 
and being afflicted by the rulers on account 
of their teſtimony, there was leſs likelihood 
of uniting in ſpirit with them in things in- 
conſiſtent with the purity of truth. We, 
from the firſt ſettlement of this land, have 
known little or no troubles of that fort: Their 
Profeſſion for a time was accounted re- 
Proachful; but, at length, the uprightneſs of; 
dur predeceſſors being anderſines. _ the ru- 
lers, and their 5 ferings m * 
them, our way of worſhi , and 
many of our members in —— became 
active in civil government. Being thus tried 


with favour and proſperity, this — hath. 


appeared inviting; our minds have been 
turned to the improvement of our country, 
to merchandize and ſciences, amongſt which 
are many things uſeful, being followed in 
pure wiſdom ; but in our preſent condition, 
that a carnal mind is gaining upon us, I be- 
lieve will not be denied. Some of eur mem 
bers, who are officers in civil government, 
are, in one caſe or other, called upon their 
teſpective ſtations to aſſiſt in things relative 
to the wars: Such being in doubt whether to 
act, or crave'to be excuſed from their office, 
ſeeing their brethren-united in the 3 
© 
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of a tax to carry on the ſaid wars, might 
think their caſe not much different, and ſo 
quench the tender movings of the Holy Spi- 
rit in their minds; and thus, by ſmall de- 
grees, there might be an approach toward 
that of fighting, till we came ſo near it, as 
| on the diſtinction would _ little elſe, but 
the name of a eable „ 

It requires args ſelf-Jental and reſigna- - 
tion of ourſelves to to attain that ſtate 


wherein we can freely ceaſe from fighting 


when wrongfully invaded; if by our fight- 
ing, there were a probability of overcoming; 
the invaders : Whoever rightly attains to it, 
does, in ſome degree, feel that ſpirit in which 
our Redeemer gave his life for us; and, thro” 
divine goodneſs, many of our predeceſſors, 
and many now living, have learned this bleſſed 
leſſon; but many others, having their religion 


* chiefly by education, and not being enough 


acquainted with that croſs which crucifies to 
the world, do manifeſt a temper diſtinguiſh 
able from that of an entire truſt in God. In 
. calmly conſidering theſe things, it hath not 
appeared ſtrange to me, that an exerciſe hath 

now fallen upon ſome, whieh, as to the out- 
ward means of it, is different from what was 
known to many of thoſe who went before us. 
Some time after the. yearly- meeting, a day 
being appointed, and letters wrote to diſtant 
members, the ſaid committees met at Phila- 
delphia; and, by adjournments, continued 
ſeveral days. The calamities of war were 
dow increaſing; the frontier inhabitants of 
| 5 N Penn⸗- 
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Peniylyania were frequently ſurprized, ſome 


in, and many taken captive by the Indians; 
nd while the — ſat, the corps of 


one ſo ſlain was brought in a waggon, and 
taken thro' the ſtreets of the city, in his 
bloody garments, to alarm the Parte. and 
rouſe them up to war. 
Friends thus met were not all of one mine 
in relation to the tax; which to ſuch who 
ſerupled it made the way more difficult. To 
refuſe an active payment at ſuch a time, 
— be - conſtrued an act of diſloyalty, and 
red likely to diſpleaſe the rulers, not 
y here but Is England; ſtill there was a 
3 ſo faſtened upon the minds of many 
Friends, that nothing moved it: It was a 
conference the moſt weighty that ever I was 
at; and the hearts of many were bowed in 
reverence before the Moſt Hi gh. Some friends 
of the faid committees wh; appeared eaſy to 
pay the tax, after ſeveral adjournments, with-+ 
drew; others of them continued till the laſt; 
At length, an epiſtle of tender love and cau- 
tion, to friends in Penn ſylvania, was drawn 
by ſome friends concerned, on that ſubject; 
and being read ſeveral times and corrected, 
was then ſigned by ſuch of them as were free 
to ſign it, and afterward ſent to the monthly 
and quarterh y-meetings. 
= On the ninth day of the eighth month, in 
the year 1757, at night, orders came to the 
military officers in our county, (Burlington) 
directing them to draft the militia, and pre- 
8 = number of men to 80 off as ſoldiers, 
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to the relief of Engliſh at Fort William- | 
Henry, in New-York government: A few 
days after which, there was a general review 
of the militia at Mount-Holly, and a num- 
ber of men choſen and ſent off under ſome 
officers. Shortly after, there came orders to 
draught three times as many, to hold them- 
ſelves in readineſs to march when freſh or- 
ders came: And on the ſeventeenth day of 
the eighth month, there was a meeting of 
the military officers at Mount-Holly, who 
agreed on a draught; and orders were ſent 
to the men ſo choſen, to meet their reſpective 
captains at ſet times and places; thoſe in our 
| townſhip to meet at Mount-Holly ; amongſt. 
whom were: a conſiderable number of our 
| ſociety. My mind being affected herewith, 
J had freſh opportunity to ſee and conſider 
the advantage of living in the real ſubſtance 
of religion, where practice doth harmonize 
with principle. Amongft the officers are men 
of underſtanding, who have ſome regard to 
ſincerity where they Ge it; and in the exe- 
cution of their office, when they have men 
to deal with, whom they believe to be up- 
right-hearted, to put them to trouble on ac- 
count of ſcruples of conſcience, is a painful 
taſk, and likely to be avoided as much as 
_ may be: But where men profeſs to 
be ſa meek and heavenly-minded, and to 
have their traſt ſo firmly ſettled in God, that 
they cannot join in wars; and yet, by their 
ſpirit and condud in common life, manifeſt 
| 5 | aA CON= 
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a Contrary diſpoſition, their difficulties are 
| nent gr web ew time; ns Poon tt moos 
Officers in great anxiety endeavouring to 
get troops to anſwer the demands of their ſu- 
periors, ſeeing men, who are inſincere, pre: 
tend ſcruple of conſcience, in hopes of be- 
ing excuſed from a dangerous employment, 
they are likely to be roughly handled. In 
this time of commotion ſome of our youn 
men left the parts, and tarried abroad till it 
was over; ſome came, and propoſed to go 
as ſoldiers; others appeared to have a real 
tender ſcruple in their minds againſt joining 
in wars, and were much humbled * — 
apprehenſion of a trial ſo near: I had con- 
verſation with feveral of them to my ſatisfac- 
tion, At the ſet time when the captain came 
to town, ſome of thoſe laſt- mentioned went 
and told him in ſubſtance as follows :—That 
they could not bear arms for conſcience- 
ſake; nor could they hire any to go in their 
places, _ reſigned as to the eyent of it; 
at length the captaingacquainted them all, 
that they might return home for the preſent; 
and required them to provide themſelves as 
ſoldiers, and to be in readineſs to. march when 


7 


called upon. This was ſuch a time as I had 


not ſeen before; and yet I may ſay, with 
thankfulneſs to the Lord, that I believed this 
trial was intended for our good; and I was 
favoured with reſignation to him. The French 
army taking the fort they were beſteging, de- 
ſtroyed it and went away: The company of 
ff rn 8 men 
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men firſt draughted, after ſome days march, 
had orders to return home ; and thoſe on the 
ſecond draught, were no more called; upon 
on that occaſion. e 
On the fourth day of the fourth month, in 
the year 1758, orders came to ſome officers, 
in Mount- Holly, to prepare quarters, a ſhort 
time, for about one hundred ſoldiers: And 
an officer and two other men, all inhabitants 
of our town, came to my houſe ; and the of- 
ficer told me, that he came to ſpeak with me, 
to provide lodging and entertainment for two 
ſoldiers, there being ſix ſhillings a week per 
man allowed as pay for it. The caſe being 
new and unexpected, I made no anſwer ſud- 
denly; but ſat a time ſilent, my mind being 
inward: I was fully convinced, that the pro- 
ceedings in wars are inconſiſtent with the 
py of the chriſtian religion; and to be 
hired to entertain men, who were then under 
pay as ſoldiers, was a difficulty with me, I 
expected they had legal authority for what 
they did; and, after a ſhort time, I ſaid to 
the officer, if the men are ſent here for en- 
tertainment, I believe I ſhall not refuſe to ad- 
mit them into my houſe ; but the nature of 
the caſe is ſuch, that I expect I cannot keep 
them on hire : One of the men intimated, 
that he thought I might do it conſiſtent with 
my religious principles : To which I made no 
reply; as believing ſilence, at that time, beſt 
for me. Tho' they ſpake of two, there 
came only one, who tarried at my houſe about 
two weeks and behaved himſelf civilly ; and 
EV ; s | | when 


90 The LIFE and TRAVELS 
when 2 to pay me, I told him 
I could not take pay for it, having admitted 
him into my houſe in a paſſive obedience to 
authority. I was on horſeback when he 
ſaid, he was obliged to me: to which 1 faid 
nothing; but thinking on the expreſſion, I 
grew uneaſy; and afterwards, being near 
— he lived, I went and told him on what 
gunds I refuſed taking pay for omg the 


| Near the beginning of the year 1758, I 
went one evening, in company with a friend, 
to viſit a ſick. pr before our re- 
turn, we were told of a woman living near, 
who, of late, had ſeveral days been diſcon- 
ſolate, occaſioned by a dream ; wherein death, 
and the judgments / of the Almighty after 
| death, were repreſented to her mind in a 

moving manner: Her ſadneſs, on that ac- 
count, being worn off; the friend, with 
whom I was in company, went to ſee her, 
and had ſome religious converſation with _ 
and her hufband: with this viſit they wer 
ſomewphat affected; and the man, with Warr 
tears, expreſſed his ſatisfaction: and, in a 
ſhort time after, the poor man being on the 
river in a ſtorm of wind, he, with one more, 
was drowned, 
In the eighth month of the year 1758, 
baving had drawings in my mind to be at 
the quarterly- meeting i in Cheſter county, — 
at ſome meetings in the county of Philadel- 
phia, I went firſt to ſaid e 
which 
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which was large; and ſeveral weighty mat- 
ters came under conſideration and debate; 
and the Lord was pleaſed to qualify ſome of 

his ſervants. with ſtrength and firmneſs, to 
bear the burden of the day: Tho I ſaid 
but little, my mind was deeply exerciſed; 
and, under a ſenſe of God's love, in the 
anointing and fitting ſome young men , 


work, I was comforted, and my heart was 
tendered before him. From hence I went 
the youth's meeting at Darby, where my be- 
loved friend and brother Benjamin Jones met 
me, by an appointment before I left home, 
to join in the viſit: And we were at Radnor, 
Merion, Richland, North- Wales, Plymouth, 
and Abington meetings; and had cauſe to 
bow in reverence before the Lord our gra- 
cious God, by whoſe help way was opened 
for us from day to day. 1 was out about 
_ weeks, and rode about two hundred 
The monthly-meeting of Philadelphia hav- 
ing been under a concern, on account. of ſome 
friends, Who this ſummer (1758) had bought 
negro- ſlaves: the ſaid meeting moved it to their 
quarterly- meeting, to have the minute re- con- 
ſidered in the yearly- meeting, which was 
made laſt on that ſubject: And the ſaid quar- 
terly- meeting appointed a committee to con- 
ſider it, and report to their next; which 
committee having met once and adjourned, 
and I going to Philadelphia to meet a com- | 
mittee of the yearly-meeting, was in town 
the evening on which the quarterly-meeting's 
k 1 : | com- 
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committee met the ſecond time; and finding 
an inclination to fit with them, was, with 
ſome others, admitted; and friends had a 
weighty conference on the ſubjet: and ſoon 
after their next quarterly-meeting, I heard 
that the caſe was coming to our yearly-meet- 
ing; which brought a weighty exerciſe upon 
me, and under a ſenſe of my own infirmi- 
ties, and the t danger I felt of turnin 
aſide from perfect purity, my mind was of- 
ten drawn to retire alone, and = up my 
prayers to the Lord, that he would be gra- 
cCiouſly pleaſed to ſtrengthen me; that ſetting 
aſide all views of ſelf-intereſt and the friend- 
ſhip of this world, I might ſtand fully re- 
{igned to his holy will. HET af 
In this yearly-meeting, ſeveral weighty 
matters were conſidered ; and toward the laſt, 
that in relation to dealing with perſons who 
purchaſe ſlaves. During the ſeveral fittings 
of the ſajd meeting, my mind was frequent- 
7 covered with inward prayer; and I could 
ay with David, © that tears were my meat 
day and night,“ The caſe of ſlave-keeping 


y heavy upon me; nor did I find any en- 


gagement to ſpeak directly to any other mat- 
ter before the meeting. Now when this caſe 
was opened, ſeveral faithful friends ſpake 
weightily thereto, with which I was com- 
forted; and feeling a concern to caſt in my 
mite, I ſaid, in ſubſtance, as follows: £49 

«In the difficulties attending us in this 
life, nothing is more precious than the mind 
of truth inwardly manifeſted ; and it is my 

Er EE | earneſt 
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earneſt deſire, that in this weighty matter, 
ve may be ſo truly humbled as to be favour- 
ed with a clear nnderſtanding of the mind 
of truth, and follow it; this would be of 
more advantage to the ſociety, than any me- 
dium not in the clearneſs of divine wiſdom. 
The caſe is difficult to ſome who have them; 
but if ſuch ſet aſide all ſelf-intereſt, and come 
to be weaned from the deſire of getting 
eſtates, or even from holding them together, 
when truth requires the contrary, I believe 
way will open that they will know how to 
ſteer thro' theſe difficultie s. 
Many friends appeared to be deeply bow- 
ed under the eig be the work; and mani- 
feſted much firmneſs in their love to the cauſe 
of truth, and univerſal righteouſneſs on the 
the practice of flave-keeping in general, yet 

ſome appeared concerned, leſt the meeting 
ſnould go into ſuch meaſures, as might give 
uneaſineſs to many brethren; alledging, that 
if friends patiently continued under the ex- 
erciſe, the Lord, in time to come, might 
Ne a way for the deliverance of theſe peo- 
ple: and I finding an engagement to ſpeak, 
ſaid, My 2 — 
purity of the Divine Being, and the juſtice 
of his judgments; and herein my ſoul is co- 
vered with awfulneſs: I cannot omit to hint 
of ſome caſes, where people have not been 
treated with the purity of juſtice, and the 
event hath been lamentable : Many ſlaves on 

this continent are oppreſſed, and their _ 
= | _ AaVve 


* 
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have reached the ears of the , Moſt High, 
Such are the - purity and certainty of his 
judgments, that he cannot be partial in our 
favour. In infinite love and goodneſs, he 
hath opened our underſtandings from one 
time to another, concerning out duty toward 
this p and it is not a time for ; 
Should we now be ſenſible of what he requires 
of us, and thro' a reſpect to the private in- 
tereſt of ſome perſons, or thro' à regard to 
ſome friendſhips which do not ſtand on an 
immutable foundation, neglect to do our du- 
ö ty in firmneſs and * _ waiting for 

ome a0 yet means to bring about their 
deliverance; it may be by terrible things in 
b eee d 3 anſwer us in this 


| 2 

faithful —— laboured with: gent >. 
—— 45 and the love of truth, in a good 
degree prevailed. Several friends, who had 
negroes, expreſſed their deſire that a rule. 
might roy to deal with ſuch friends as 
offenders who' ſlaves in future: To 
this it was anſwered; that the root of this 
evil would never be effectually ſtruck at, un- 
til a thoroꝰ ſrarch was made into the circum- 
ſtances of ſuch friends who kept negroes, 
with reſpect to the Fighteoulnols of their 
motives in keeping them, that 1 Juſ- 
tice might be adminiſtered — | Se- 
veral friends expreſſed their deſire, that a vi- 0 
fit might be made to ſuch friends who kept 
ö * e that they be- 
2 
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lieved liberty was the negroes right; to which 
at length, no oppoſition was made publickly: 
A minute was made more full on that ſub- 
je, than any heretofore; and the names of 
ſeveral friends entered, who were free to Join 
in a viſit to men nm pol ſlaves. rf; nr 


CHAP. LY 


His 1 wy quarterly-mectings, i in ; Cheſter. caun- 
ty; and {afterwards joining with Daniel Stantan 
and Jom 'Scarborough, in a vifit to ſuch as kept 
ſlaves tiere Some obſervations on the conduct 
-fuch ſhould maintain who are concerned to ſpeak 
in meetings for di iſcipline—— Several more viſits® 
to ſuch who kept ſlaves; and to friends neus Sa- 
en. Some account f the yearly meeting in the 

year 1759 and of the incteafing concern in di- 
vers prouinccs, to labour againſt buying and keep- 
ing flaves——The yearlymetting epiſtie His 

thoughts on * ert ee ee on 15. 
|  eculation. On 


\ N the wee 1 of the eleventh moth 
in the year 1758, I ſet out for Concord; 
the quarterly meeting, heretofore held — 4 
was now, by reaſon of a great increaſe of 
members, divided into two by the agreement 
of friends, at our laſt „n 1 
met 


* 


I met with our beloved friends Samuel 


vold and Mary Kirby from England, — 
with Joſeph White — Bucks county, who 
had taken leave of his family in order to go 
on à religious viſit to friends in England; 
and, thro' divine goodneſs,” we were fas 
voured with a ſtrengthening opportunity 
together. 

After this meeting I joined with my friends 
Daniel Stanton and John Scarborough, in 
viſiting friends who had ſlaves; and at night 
we had a family meeting at William Trim 
ble's, many young poopho e beirlg there; and 
it was a precious reviving opportunity. Next 
morning we had a comfortable fitting with 
a neighbour ; and thence to the burial of 
the corpſe of a friend at — meeting, 
at which were many „and it was a 
time of divine GE ; ny which, we vi- 
Gted ſome who had ſlaves; and, at night, 
had a family meeting at a friend's. houſe, 
where the SR of goſpel love was opened, 
and my mind was. comforted after a hard 
day's labour. 'The hext day we were at Go- 
ſhen monthly-meeting : And thence, on the 
eighteenth day of the eleventh month, in 
the year 1758, attended the quarterly-meet- 
ing at London-Grove, it being firſt held at 
that place. Here met again with all the 
before-mentioned friends, and had ſome edi- 
fying meetings: And near the concluſion. of 

e meeting for buſineſs, friends were. incited 
to conſtancy in ſupporting the teſtimony f 
| WO: and HC ol * apr ay af 
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the diſciples of Chriſt are under to attend 
principally to his buſineſs, as he is pleaſed 
to open it to us: And to be particularly care- 
ful to have our minds redeemed from the love 

of wealth; to have our outward affairs in as 
little room as may be; that no temporal con- 
cerns may entangle our affections, or hinder 
us from diligently following the dictates 
of truth, in labouring to promote the pure 
ſpirit of meekneſs and heavenly-mindedneſs 
amongſt the children of men, in theſe days 
of calamity and diſtreſs; wherein God is vi- 
ſiting our land with his juſt judgments. 
Each of theſe: quarterly- meetings were 
large, and ſat near eight hours. Here I had 
occaſion to conſider, that it is a wei ghty thing 
to ſpeak much in large meetings for buſineſs: 
For, except our minds are rightly prepared, 
and we clearly underſtand the cafe we ſpeak 
to, inſtead of forwarding, we hinder; buſi- 
neſs, and make more labour for thoſe on 
whom the burden of the work is, laid. 
If ſelſiſn views, or à partial ſpirit, have 
any room in our minds, we are unfit for 
the Lord's work ; if we have a clear proſpect 
minds to ſpeak; it behoves us to avoid uſeleſs 
apologies and repetitions: Where people are 
gathered from far, and adjourning a meet- 
ing of buſineſs is attended with great diffi- 
culty, it behoves all to be cautious how they 
detain a meeting; eſpecially when they have 
fat ſix or ſeven hours, and have a great diſ- 
Sen 2 H es | tance 
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was near to me, and p 
| calmneſs under ſome i 
gat a ſpirit of ſympathy 
1 2 toward ſome who were 


Philadelp na, WhO had fl 


ſuch who had flavera=At: 


ſiſtance; — in | 
voured us with the influence of that ſpirit, 


tance to pride Fare, | After this meeting IL 
rode home. 


In the beginning e ee eee of 
the year 1758, I joined in company with my 


friends John Sykes and Daniel Stanton, in 


viſiting, fuch who had: ſlaves: Some, whoſe 
Maes were rightly exerciſed about them, ap- 
peared to be glad of our viſit ; but —— + 
places our v more difficult; and 1 of- 


ten ſaw the neceflity of k keeping down to that 
root from whence our concern pr 


oceeded; 
and have cauſe, in reverent than ilneſe 
humbly to bow down before the Lord, who 
— my wind in 


— in 
1 en- 
tangled by the ſpirit of this . 7 0 
In the firſt month of the year 1759, wh 
ing found my mind drawn to' viſit ſos. wt 
the mere active members, in our ſociet 
e I met my f 
John Churchman there by an a 
and we continued about u week in the ci 
We viſite&ſome that were ſick, and ſome Wi- 


dowS and their *. the other part 


of our time was moſtly 


5 


exerciſe, looking often to the Lord for his a 
able kindneſs, rl 


which-crucifies ty” che greatneſt and ſplendor 


„ — Ae and enabled us to 17 thro 


89 | B 22 ſome 
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ſome heavy labours, in Which we found 
Ace. 45 

On the twenty- fourth day of the third 

W of this year, I was at our Gene. 

ral ſpring. meeting at Philadelphia: After 

which, Lagain joined with John Churelmen 

on a viſit *t6 ſome more, who had ſlaves in 


Philadelphia; and, with thankfulneſs to our « 
heavenly Father, I may ſay, that divine love 
and a true ſympathizing tenderneſs of Bart 5 


prevailed at times in this ſervice. 


Having, at times, perceived a hyiieds! in 


ſome friends, of conſiderable note, towards 


me, I found an engagement in goſpel love to . 
hay a viſit to one of them; and as I dwelt un- 5 


der the exerciſe, I felt a reſignedneſs in my 
mind to go: So I went, and told him in ri 
vate, 1 had a deſire to have an c 


and then 10 eee ger ; / of che hay — 
_ relati at fx neſs were ſearched to the 
bottom ; and' we Had a large conference, 
which, I believe; was of uſe te both of us; 
and am chankful that __ was "GpE_bE" for 
if oi oc 30 amides 

On the Corte day of che frxth oily! 
in the ſame year, having felt drawings in 


my mind to viſit friends about Salem, and 
having the approbation of our want 


meeting therein, I attended their quarterly- 
meeting, and was out ſeven Gay, and at 
ſeven meetings; in ſome of which I was 


chiefly ſilent, and in others; thro the bap-- 


9 4 power of — * heart was en- 


larged | 


| 
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larged in heavenly love, and found a near 
fellowſhip with the brethren and ſiſters, in 
the manifold trials attending their chriſtian 
progreſs thro this world. 

In the ſeventh month, I an, an in- 
creaſing concern on my mind to viſit ſome 
active members in our ſociety Wũbho had 
flaves; and having no opportunity of | the 
company of ſuch who were named in the 
minutes of the yearly- meeting, I went alone 
to their houſes, and, in the fear of the Lord, 
acquainted them with the exerciſe I was un- 
der: And thus, ſometimes, by a few words, 
1 found e diſcharged from a heavy bur- 
den. 

After this, our friend John Churchman 
coming into our province with a view to be 
at ſome meetings, and to join again in the 
viſit to thoſe. Who had ſlaves. I bore him 
company in the ſaid viſit to ſome active mem- 


3 barks, and found inward ſatisfaction. 


At our. yearly-meeting in the year 1759, 
we had ſome weighty ſeaſons; where the 
power of truth was largely extended, to the 
ſtrengthening of the honeſt-minded. As 
friends read over the epiſtles, to be ſent to 
the yearly- meetings along this continent, I 
obſerved in moſt of them, both this year and 
laſt, - it was recommended. to friends to la- 
bour againſt buying and keeping ſlaves; and 
in fome of them cloſely treated upon. As 
this practice hath long been a heavy are 
to me, and I have often waded thro! 85 
tifying labours on that account ; pos! at 

imes 
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times, in ſome meetings been almoſt alone 
therein. Now obſerving the increaſing con- 
cern in our religious ſociety, and ſeeing how 
the Lord was raiſing up and qualifying ſer- 
vants for his work, not only in this reſpect, 
but for promoting the cauſe of truth in ge- 
neral, I was humbly bowed in thankfulneſs 
before him. This meeting continued near'a 
week: And, for ſeveral days, in the forepart 
of it, my mind was drawn into a deep in- 
ward ſtillneſs; and being, at times, covered 
with the ſpirit of ſapplication, my heart was 
ſecretly poured out before the Lord: And 
near the concluſion of the meeting for buſi- 
neſs way opened, that, in the' pure flowings 
of divine love, I expreſſed hat lay upon me; 
which, as it then aroſe in my mind, was 
< firſt to ſhew how deep anſwers to deep in 
the hearts of the ſincere and upright; tho, in 
their different growth they may not all have 
attained to the ſame clearneſs in ſome points 
relating to our teſtimony : And I was led to 
mention the integrity and conſtancy of man 
martyrs, who gave their lives for the teſti- 
mony of Jeſus; and yet, in ſome points, 
held doctrines diſtinguiſhable from ſome 
which we hold: And that, in all ages where 
people were faithful to the light and under- 
| ſtanding which the Moſt High afforded 
them, they found acceptance. with him; and 
that now, tho' there are different ways of 
thinking amongſt us in ſome particulars, yet, 
if we mutually kept to that ſpirit and power 
which crucifies to the world, which teaches 


5 
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us to be content with things really needful 
and to avoid all faperfluities, giving up our 
hearts to fear and ſerve the Lord, true unity 
8 ſtill be preſerved amongſt us: and that 
if ſuch, who were, at times, under ſufferings 
on account of ſome ſcruples of conſcience, 
kept low and humble, and in their conduct 
in life manifeſted a ſpirit of true charity; 
it would be more likely to reach the witneſs 
in others, and be of more ſervice in the 
church, than if their ſufferings. were attend- 
ed with a contrary ſpirit and conduct.“ In 
which exerciſe I was drawn into a ſympa- 
thizing tenderneſs with the ſheep of Chriſt, 

however diſtinguiſhed one from another in 
this world ; and the like diſpoſition appeared 


b to: ſpread over others in the meeting. Great 


is the goodneſs of the Lord toward his poor 


_ creatures. | 


An epiſtle went forth from this yearly- 
meeting, which I think good to give a 
place in this journal; being as follows: 


From 
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From the yearly- meeting held at Philadel- 
phia, for Pennſylvania and New. Jerſey, 

from the twenty-ſecond day of the ninth 

month, to the twenty-eighth day of the 
ſame, incluſive; 1750 ũ ũ/%hññxv 


To the quarterly and monthly- meetings of 
friends belonging to the ſaid yearly- meet · 


Dearly beloved friends and brethren, 


« FT Nanawful ſenſe of the wiſdom and good- 
Lues of the Lord our God, whoſe tender 
mercies have long been continued to us in 
this land, we affeQionately ſalute you, with 
ſincere and fervent deſires, that we may re- 
verently regard the diſpenſations of his pro- 
vidence, and imptove under them.. 
„ 'The empires and kingdoms of the earth 
are ſubject to his Almighty power: He is the 
God of the ſpirits of all fleſh; and deals with 
his people agrecable to that wiſdom, the depth 
whereof is to us unſearchable ; We, in theſe 
provinces, may ſay, He hath, as a gracious 
and tender parent, dealt bountifully with us, 
even from the days of our fathers ; It was He 
who ſtrengthened them to labour thro' the 
difficulties attending the improvement of a 
wilderneſs, and made way for them in the 
hearts. of the natives ; ſo that by them they 
were comforted in times of want and diſtreſs ; 
ys : | It 
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it was 4 the gracious influence of his holy 
ſpirit, that they were diſpoſed to work righ- 
teouſnefs, ' and walk uprightly one towards 
another, and towards the natives, and in life 
and converſation to manifeſt the excellency of 
the principles and doctrines of the chriſtian 
religion; and thereby they retain their eſteem 
and friendſhip ; Whilſt they were labouring 
for the neceſſaries of life, many of them were 
fervently engaged to promote piety and vir- 
tue in the earth, and educate their children 
in the fear of the Lord.” 

* If. we carefully conſider the peaceable 
meaſures purſued in the firſt ſettlement of _ 
the land, and that freedom from the deſola- 
tions of wars, which for a long time we en- 
joyed, we ſhall find ourſelves under ſtrong 

| l ations to the Almighty, who, when the 

earth is fo generally pollüted with wicked- 

neſs, gave us a being in a part fo ſignally fa- 
- youred with tranquillity and plenty, and in 
which the glad tidings of the coſpel of 
Chrift are 6 freely publiſhed, that we ma 
juſtly fay with the ' pſalmiſt, « What ma 
* wy > ry unto the Lord for all his bene- 
6c ts W 374 

Our own veal good, and the good of our 
poſterity in ſome meaſure depends on the 

part we at; and it my concerns us to try 
our foundations impartially. Such are the 
different rewards of the juſt and unjuſt in a 
future ſtate, that to attend diligently to the 
dictates of the ſpirit of Chriſt, to devote our- 
ſelves to his ſervice, and engage fervently i hen 
25 _ his 
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nis cauſe, during our ſhort ſtay in this world, 


is a choice well becoming a free intelligent 
creature; we ſhall thus katy ſee and con- 
ſider that the dealings of God with mankind 
in a national capacity, as recorded in holy 


writ, do ſufficiently evidence the truth of 


' that ſaying, it is righteouſneſs which ex- 


„ alteth à nation;” and tho' he doth not 
at all times ſuddenly execute his judgments 
on a ſinful people in this life, yet we ſee by 
many inſtances, that where © men follow 


lying vanities, they forſake their own mer- 


Lies; and as a proud ſelfiſh ſpirit prevails 


= 
2 
i 


and ſpreads among a people, ſo partial judg- 
ment, oppreſſion, diſcord, envy and confu- 
ſions increaſe, - and provinces and kingdoms 
are made to drink the eup of adverſity as a 
reward of their own doings, 'Thus the in- 
ſpired prophet, reaſoning with the degene- 
rated Jews, ſaith, + Thine own wickedneſs 
„ ſhall correct thee, and thy backſlidings 
“ ſhall reprove thee: Know therefore, that 
it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou 


„ haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, and 


that my fear is, not in thee, faith the Lord 
$ God of Hoſts. Jer, ii. 119. 
The God of our fathers who hath be. 
ſtowed on us many benefits, furniſhed a ta- 
ble for us in the wilderneſs, and made the 
deſarts and ſolitary * to rejaice; he doth 
now mercifully call upon us to ſerve him 
more faithfully—We may truly ſay with the 
prophet,  *'it is his voice which crieth to the 
tt city, and men of wiſdom ſee his name: 

188 0 | They 
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< . regard the rod, and him who- hath | 
pointed it.” —Peo je who look gate 

ing 0 outward, too little cosfder the ori 
ſe of the preſent troubles; but ſuch 

— fear the Lord, and think often upon 
his name, they — and feel that a wrong 


ſpirit is fpreadin; among the inhabitants of 


our country; that the hearts of many are 
waxed fat, and their cars dull of hearing; 
that the Moſt High, in his viſitation to us, 

inſtead of — he lifteth up his voice and 
crieth; he crieth to our country, and his 


voice wazeth louder and louder. In former 


wars between the En _ and other nations, 
ſince the ſettlement of our provinces, the ca- 
lamities attending them have fallen c 
on other places, but now of late they have 
reached to our borders; many of our fellow w- 
ſubjects have ſuffered on and near our fron- 
tiers, ſome have been ſlain in battle, ſome 
killed in their houſes, and ſome in their fields, 
fome wounded and left in great mifery, and 
others ſeparated from their wives and little 
children, who have been carried captives 
among the Indians: We have ſeen men and 
women, who have been witneffes of theſe 
ſcenes of ſorrow, and being reduced to want, 
have come to our houſes aſking relief. —It 
is not long fince it was the caſe of many 
7 g men in one of theſe provinces to be 
draughted, in order to be taken as ſoldiers; 
ſome were at that time in great diſtreſs, and 
had occaſion to conſider that their lives had 
deen too little conformable to the - purity and 
| ſpirituality 
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ſpiritüality of that on which "we 
E f d found — too js 
quainted, with that inward humility, in 
which true fortitude to endure hardneſs for 
the truth's fake is experienced. pa- 
rents were concerned for their children, and 
in that time of trial were led t0 conſider; 
that their care to get outward treaſure for 
them, had been greater than their care for 


their ſettlement in that religion Which gde _—” zl 


ficth to the world, and enableth to bear a 
clear teſtimony to the peaceable government 
of the Meſſiah. Theſe troubles are removed. 
and for a time we are releafed from them.“ 


Let us not forget that the Moſt High hath 


his way in the deep, in clouds and in thick 
« darknefs'”-—that it is his voice which crieth 
to the city and to the country; and oh! that 
theſe loud and awakening cries, may have a 
proper effect upon us, that heavier chaſtife- 
ment may not become neceffary-!! For tho 
things, as to the outward, may, for a ſhort 
tune, afford a pleaſing proſpect; yet, while 
a ſelſiſn ſpirit, that is not ſubject to the croſs 
of Chriſt, continueth to ſpread and prevail, 


there can be no long continuance in outward 
peace and tranquillity. If we defire an inhe- 


ritance incorruptible, and to be at reſt in that 
ſtate of peace and ! eſs, which ever con- 
tinues; if we deſite! in this life to dwell un- 
der the favour and protection of that Al- 
2 Being, whoſe habitation is in holi- 
whoſe ways are all al and whoſe 
oy is now kindled, becauſe of our back- 
ſlidings 


* 


* 4 
* 4 T1. 
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ſlidings; let us then awfully regard theſe 
beginnings of his ſore judgments, and with 
abaſement and humiliation turn to Him, 
whom we have off ended. 
Contending with one equal in ſtrength, is 
an uneaſy exerciſe; but if the Lord is be- 
come our enemy, if we perſiſt to contend 
with Him who is Omnipotent, our overthrow 
will be unavoidable,” 8 15 
Do ve feel an affectionate regard to poſte- 
rity: and are we employed to promote their 
happineſs? Do our minds, in things out- 
ward, look beyond our own diſſolution; and 
are we contriving for the proſperity of our 
children after us? Let us then, like wiſe 
builders, lay the foundation deep; and by 
our conſtant uniform regard to an inward pi- 
ety and virtue, let them ſee that we really va- 
lue it: Let us labour in the fear of the Lord, 
that their innocent minds, while young and 
tender, may be preſerved from corruptions; 
that as they advance in age, they may right - 
ly underſtand their true intereſt, may conſider 
the uncertainty of temporal things, and, a- 
bove all, have their hope and confidence firm- 
Iy ſettled in the bleſſing of that Almighty Be- 
ing, who inhabits eternity, and preſerves and 
ſupports the world = 
In all our cares about worldly treaſures, 
let us ſteadily bear in mind, that riches poſ- 
ſeſſed by children, who do not truly ſerve 
| God, are likely to prove ſnares that may 
more grievouſly entangle them in that ſpirit 
of ſelfiſhneſs and exaltation, which ſtiſhde in 


pet 
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oppoſition to real peace and happineſs; and 
renders them enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, 
who ſubmit to the influence of it.“ 
Jo keep a watchful eye towards real ob- 
jects of charity, to viſit the poor in their 
loneſome dwelling- places, to comfort them 
who, thro the diſpenſations of Divine Pro- 
vidence, are in ſtrait and painful circumſtan- 
ces in this life, and ſteadily to endeavour to 
honour God with our ſubſtance, from a real 
ſenſe of the love of Chriſt influencing our 
2 thereto, is more likel to bring a bleſ- 
40 our children, and will afford more ſa- 
ion to a chriſtian favoured with plenty, 
— an earneſt deſire to collect much wealth 
to leave behind us, for, here we have no 

continuing city; may. we therefore dili- 
gently “ ſeek one that is to come, n build- 
& er and maker is God: 

Finally, brethren, eee thing) are 
“true, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoe- 
ver things are pure, whatſoever things are 
lovely, whatſoever things are of good re- 
« port; if there be any virtue, if there be 
„ any praiſe; think on theſe things and do 
« them, and the mm 15 7 un be with 


8 nerd 1 


$i gned by apo amen, and on u behalf of 
our at; en We = ſeven friends. 295 ue, 


E ” 
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On the twenty-cighth day of the "By 
month, in the year 1759, 1 was at the quath, þ. 
terly-meeting in Bucks county: This day be- * 
ing the meeting of miniſters and elders, my 
heart was enlarged in the love of Jeſus Chriſt; 
and the favour of the Moſt High was ex- 
tended to us in that and the enſuing nect 

25 "Ur 3 kt! my lodging, with 
my beloved friend Samuel Eaſtburn ; who- 


expreſſed a concern to join in a viſit to ſome = 


friends, in that county, who had negroes'; 
and as I had felt a. draught in my mind to 
that work in the faid county, I came home 
and put things in order: On the eleventh 
day of the — month following I went 
over the river; and on the next day was was at 
Bucki meeting; where, thro the de- 
ſcendings of heavenly dew, my mind was 
comforted, and drawn into a cel puny Forge 
the flock of Jeſus Chriſt. - 


And before I Yeft home my mind was often 
ſad; under which exerciſe I felt, at tinges, 
the Holy Spirit which helps our infirmitits ; 
thro' which, in private, my prayers” wieke, 
at times, put up to God, er ed he would be 
leaſed to purge me from all ſelfiſnneſs, that 
i | be: ſtrengthened! to diſcharge my 
duty Faithfully, how hard ſoever to t 


We 5 


tural part. We proceeded on the viſit in a 
weighty frame of ſpirit, and went to the 
bouſes of the moſt active members, through- 


out the county, who had negroes ; and, 
thro 


Entering upon this viſit bene weighty : 
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thro the goodneſs of the Lord, my mind 
was preſerved in reſignation in times of trial, 
and tho the work was hard to nature, 

yet thro the ſtrength of that love which 
is ſtronger than death, tenderneſs of heart 
was often felt amongſt us in our viſits, and 
we parted from ſeveral families with greater 

3 than we expected, 

'We- viſited Joſeph White's family, he be- 

ng in E z had alſo a S at 

che dhe band an elder who bore us company, 

| and was at Make-field on a firſt day: At all 
which times my heart was truly. thankful to 
the Lord, who was graciouſly pleaſed to re- 
new his loving 5 * his poor yo — 

Vuants, uniting us together in 1 ö 
I.!n the winter af this year, the-ſmall-pox be- 
ing in our town, and many being inoculated, 
of which a few died, ſome things were open 

ed in my mind, which I wrote as follow: 

The more: fully our lives are. conformable 
| taithe will of God, the better it is for us. 
I have looked on the ſmall-pox as a meſſenger 
from the Almighty, to be an aſſiſtant in the 
cauſe, of virtue, and to incite: us to conſider 
whether we empley our time only in ſuch. 
things as are conſiſtent h porfock wiſdom 

Building Houſes ſuitable to dwell. in, br 

ov and our creatures; preparing cloath- 
ing ſuitable for the climate and ſeaſon, and 

food convenient, are all duties incumbent | 
on us: And under theſe . heads, are 
branches of buſine s, in which we 
may 
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may venture health and life, as —— may 

uire. 

This diſeaſe being! in a houſe, and my "a4 
i fineſs calling me to go near it, it incites me 
to think, whether this buſineſs. is a real in- 
diſpenſible duty; whether it is not in con- 
formity to ſome cuſtom, which would be wm 
ter laid aſide; or, whether it does not 
ceed from too eager a purſuit after = 
outward treaſure. If the buſineſs before me 
ſprings not from a clear underſtanding, and 
a regard to that uſe of things which perfect 
wiſdom approves ; to be brought to a ſenſe 
of it, and ſtopped in my purſuit, / is a kind- 
neſs; for when I proceed to buſineſs with- 
out ſome evidence of duty, I have found, by 
experience, That it cs to — Wet 


0 Q — * 


me. 5 1 uſe "Cool — rink in no * 
— and in no other degree, than was de- 
ſigned by Him, who gave theſe creatures for 
our ſuſtenance? Do I never abuſe my lid 
by inordinate labour, ſtriving to ne 
"ſome end which I have unwiſely pro 
Do I uſe action enough in ſome uſeful em- 
ploy ? Or, do I ſit too much idle, while ſome 
perſons, who labour to ſupport me, have too 
. a "hare: 5 it? We in any "ing 

afro 5, That 


a * 


meeting, it puts me on thi 
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things, 1 am deficient, to be incited to con- 
ſider it, is a favour to me. 

There is employ neceſſary in ſocial life; 
and this infection, which often proves mor- 
tal, incites me to think, whether theſe ſocial 
acts of mine are real duties: If 1 go on a 
viſit to the widows and fatherleſs, do I go 
purely on a principle of charity, free from 
any ſelfiſh views? If I to a religious 

inkin whether I go 

in ſincerity and in a clear ſens of duty; * 
whether it is not partly in conformity to 
cuſtom, or partly from a | ſenſible delight 
which my animal ſpirits feel in the com- 
pany of other people; and whether to ſup- 
port my ne as a „renten man, _ no 
ſhare in it. | 

Do affairs, eluting 7 civil ſociety, call me 
near this infection? o, it is at the ha- 
 zard of my health and 3 and becomes me 

to think ſeriouſly, whether love to truth and 
rigghteouſneſs is the motive of my attending; 
whether the manner of pr ing, is alto- 


gether equitable ; or whether aught of 'nar- 


rowneſs, party intereſt, reſpe@ to outward 
dignities, names, or diſtinctions among men, 
do not ſtain the beauty _ thoſe aſſemblies, 
and render it doubtful, in point of duty, 
whether a diſciple of Chriſt ought. to attänd 
as a member united to the body or not. 
Whenever there are blemiſhes which, 105 

a ſeries of time, remain ſuch; that bich 
is a means of ſtirring us up to look atten 
| wad on theſe blemiſhes, and to labour ac- 
I cording 
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cording to our capacities, to have health and 
ſoundneſs reſtored in our country, we may 
juſtly account a kindneſs from wat be 
Father, who appointed that mean. 5115 
The care of a wiſe and good man for 
his only ſon, is inferior to the regard of the 
reat Parent of the univerſe for his creatures. 
5 He hath the command of all the Powers and 
operations in nature; and © doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men: 
Chaſtiſement is intended for inſtruction, and 
inſtruction being received by gentle 1 
ment, greater calamities are prevented. 
By an earthquake hundreds of houſes ole 
am Umes ſhaken down in a few minutes, 
and multitudes of people periſn ſuddenly; 


and many more bein 238 and bruiſed in 


the ruins of the e ings, Pineta and vie 
in great miſery. 

By the breaking i in Link enraged mercileſs. ar- 
mies, flouriſhing r have been laid 


waſte, and great numbers of people p eriſhed 
in à ſhort time, and many more pro with 


and grief. 47. If fr 2 Te 5. 8 =} 


e e ee died. th . 


in a city, that thro fear, — and confu- 
ſiom, [thife in health have found great dif- 
ficulty in burying the dead, Evan Witheut 
coffins. 82 1 15 90 ttt 3 20 JH tt $3313 
By famine,» great number, 7 rat wi in 
ſome. places, have Been brought to the ut- 


* 0 


mioſt diſtreſs, and aW for want of 


the neceſſaries of life. Thus, where the kind 
en and , * of a 


gracious 
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cious God have not been attended to, his 

ah judgments have, at times, won poured 
out upon people. 

While ſome rules approved in civil ſo- 
ciety, and conformable to human policy, ſo 
called, are diſtinguiſhable from the purity of 
truth and ee : While many pro- 

feſſing truth, are declining from that ardent 
love and heavenly mindedneſs, which was 
amongſt the primitive followers of Jeſus 
Chriſt: It is a time for us to attend diligent- 
ly to the intent of every chaſtiſement, and 
conſider the moſt decys and inward. e of 
them. EY 

The Moſt High doth not often [pea With 
an outward voice to our outward ears; but, 
if we humbly meditate on his perfections, 
conſider that he is perfect wiſdom and good- 
neſs, and to afflict mis creatures to no pur- 
poſe, would be utterly reverſe to his nature, 
we ſhall hear and underſtand his gene | 
both in his gentle and more heavy chaſtiſe- 
ments; and take heed that we 42 not, in the 
| wiſdom of this world, endeavour to eſcape 
his hand by means too powerful for us. 

Had he endowed men with underſtanding 
to hinder the force of this diſeaſe by inno- 
cent means, which had never proved mor- 
tal nor hurtful to our bodies, ſuch diſcovery 
might be conſidered as the period of chaſtiſe- 
ment by this. diſtemper, where that know- 
ledge extended: But as life and health are 
his gifts, and not to be diſpoſed of in our 
own wills, to take upon us, when in heajth, 
| 2 a diſtemper 


wi LO 


116 The LIFE and TRAVELS 

a diſtemper, of which ſome die, requires 
great clearneſs of knowledge, that it is our 
duty to do ſo. 1 £2 


CHAP. W. 

His wifit, in company with Samuel Eaſt burn, 
to Long-Iſland, Rhode-Iſland, Baſton, Sc. in 
New-England— Remarks on the ſlave-trade at 
Newport, and his exerciſe on that account; alſo 

on botterie. Some obſervations on the iſland of 
Ma. . 


LIAVINd, for ſome time paſt, felt a 
ſympathy in my mind with friends 
Eaſtward, I opened my concern in our month- 
> Armagh and, obtaining a certificate, ſet 
rward on the ſeventeenth day of the fourth 
month, in the year 1760, joining in com- 
ny, by a previous agreement, with my be- 
God friend Samuel Eaſtburn. We had meet- 
ings at Woodbridge, Rahaway and Plain- 
field; and were at their monthly-meeting of 
miniſters and elders in Rahaway. We la- 
boured under ſome. diſcouragement ; but, 
thro the inviſible power of truth, our vi- 
ſit was made reviving to the lowly-minded, 
with whom I felt a near unity of fra, be- 
ing 
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ing much reduced in my mind. We paſſed 
oa, and viſited chief of the meetings on 

Long-Iſland. It was my concern, from day 
to day, to ſay no more nor leſs than what 
the ſpirit of truth o * in me, being jea- 
Jous over myſelf, I ſhould ſpeak any 
thing to 4 my teſtimony look agreeable 
to that mind in people, which is not in Pure 
obedience to the croſs of Chriſt, _- 

The ſpring of the miniſtry was often low; 
and, thro' the ſubjecting power of truth, 
we were kept low with it; and from place to 
place, ſuch whoſe hearts were truly concern- 
ed for the cauſe of Chriſt, appeared to be 
comforted in our labours; and, tho it 
was in general a time of abaſement of the 
creature, yet, thro His goodneſs, who 
is a helper of the poor, weę had ſome truly 
edifying ſeaſons both in meetings, and in fa- 
milies where we tarried; and ſometimes 
found ſtrength to labour earneſtly with the 
unfaithful, eſpecially with thoſe, whoſe, ſta- 
tion in kamilies, or in the ſociety was ſuch, 
that their example had a powerful tendency 
to open the way for . to 80 aſide from 
the purity and ſoundneſs the bleſſed 
truth. At Jericho, on Log e F wrots 
home as follows; 5 Sai et 


Dearly 


| 
1 
. 
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2 5 ny . 2420 of the : 4th month, 1 1760, | 


| Dearly beloved les 


pat, *Þ * 
22 


5 E are favdtired! with Prove lang 
been at ſundry meetings in Eaſt- 


 ſerfey, ww on this iſland : My mind hath 


en much in an inward watchful frame ſince 
I left thee, greatly deſiring that our proceed- 
ings may be ſingly 1 in 1 Va of our . 
ly Father“. 

„As the reſent⸗ appearance of whings-- is - 
not joyous, I have been much ſhut'up from 
outward chearfulneſs, remembering that pro- 
miſe, Then ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in 


the Lord: ”-.--as this, from day to day, has 


been revived in my memory, I have conſi- 


dered that his internal preſence on our minds, 


is a delight of all others the moſt pure; and 
that tlie honeſt-hearted not only delight in 
this, but in the effect of it upon e He 
who regards the helpleſs and diſtreſſed, and 
reveals his love to his children under afflicti· 
on, they OT in beholding his benevo- 
lence, and feeling divine charity moving _ 

e Of this I may ſpeak a little; for 
cho ſince I left you, I have often found an 
engaging love and affection toward thee and 
my daughter, and friends about home, that 


going out at this time, when ſickneſs is 
ſo * among Fa is a trial upon me; 


yet 
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yet I often remember there are many wi⸗ 
dows and fatherleſs, many who have poor 
tutors, many who have evil examples before 
them, and many whoſe minds are in capti- 
vity; for whoſe ſake my heart is, at times, 
moved with compaſſion, that T feel my mind 
reſigned to leave you for a ſeaſon, to exerciſe 
that gift which the Lord hath beſtowed on 
me; Which, tho ſmall; com ared with ſome, 
yet in this 1 rejoice, that 1 feel love unfeigr 

ed toward m fellow-creatures. + bf Tecom- 
mend you to'the Almighty, Who, I truſt cares | 
for you; and undder a ſenſe of his heavetily 
es remain? i eee * GN 


449 


et 18g 266: Thy A doe 
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We creed fem che eaſt end of £7 
Inand to London) "dw 5 miles, 
in a large öpen boat; while we were out, the 

wind riſing Mi ch, cher Nate feveriPtiind 
beat over 5! t to me it appeared danger. 1 
ous; but 0 was, at that time, turti- 
ed to Him, who _ and governs the deep, 
and my life was reſigned” to him: and as he 
was mereifully pl 8 to preſerve us, I had 
freſh occaſion to nder every day, as a day 
lent to me; and felt a renewed engagement 
to devote my time, and aff 1 had, to Ui im 
who gave it. 2 

We had five meetings in Wand aue ip 
went thence to 3 on R hode-Iſtand: 
A r 


"nn Ho wg be N to point out to me. 
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* gracious Father preferyed us in an hum- 
ndence on him thro deep exer- 
che at were mortifying to the creaturely 
will. In ſeveral families in the country, 
where we lodged, I felt an engagement on 
my mind to have a conference with them in 
private concernin their ſlaves; and, thro' 
divine aid, I Was youred to give up there- 
to: Tho', in this concern, appear ſin- 
7 ar from many, whoſe ſervice in travelling, 
I believe, is greater than mine; J do not 
think hard of . for omitting it; I do 
not repine at Ting ſo unpleaſant a taſk aſ- 
red me, but look with awfulneſs to Him, 
who appoints to his ſervants their reſpective 
employments, and is ee to all who ſerve 
him ſincerely. 
We got to Ne in the evenin 1 
on the next day viſited two ſick per ons, an nd 
had comfortable ſittings with them; and in 
the afternoon attende the burial * a friend. 
The next day we were at meetings at 
Newport, in the forenoon and afternoon "I 
where the {| ring of the miniſtry was opened, 
and ſtrength giyen. to declare: the Word. of 
Life to the enn 
The next day we went on our journey; but 
the reat . number of ſlaves, in theſe parts, 
and the continuance of that trade from thence 
to Guinea, made deep impreſſion on me; and 
my cries were often put up to my DN | 
ather in ſecret, that he would enable me to 
diſcharge my duty faithfully, in ſuch way 


We 
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We took Swanſea, Freetown, and 'Tanton, 
in our way to Boſton ; where alſo we had a 
meeting; our exerciſe was deep, and the love 
of truth prevailed, far which I bleſs the 
Lord. We went eaſtward about eighty miles 
beyond Baſton, taking meetings, and were 
in a good degree preſerved in an humble de- 
| pendence on that arm which drew us out; 
and, tho we had ſome hard labour with 
the diſobedient, laying things home and cloſe 
to ſuch as were ſtout or the truth; yet, 
thro' the goodneſs of God, we had, at times, 
to partake of heavenly comfort with them who 
were meek, and were often favoured to part 
with friends in the nearneſs of true goſpel fel 
lowſhip. We returned to Boſton, and had 
another comfortable opportunity with friends 
there; and thence rode back a day's journey 
caſtward of Boſton ; Our guide being a heavy _ 
man, and the weather hot, and my companion 
and I conſidering it, expreſſed our freedom to 
go on without him, to which he conſented, 
and we reſpectfully took our leave of him; this 
we did, as believing the. journey would have 
been hard to him and his horſe. /, - _ 
We viſited the meetings in thoſe parts, and 
were meaſurably baptized into a feeling of 
the ſtate of the ſociety; and in bowedneſs of 
ſpirit went to the yearly- meeting at New- 
| gas. where I underſtood that * 
ber of ſlaves were imported from Africa into 
that town, and then on ſale by a member of 
our ſociety. At this meeting we met with 
John Storer from England, Elizabeth Whips 
. a a 
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ey, Ann Gaunt, Hannah Foſter, and Mercy 
Redman from our parts, all miniſters ue the 5 
ap of whoſe company I was glad- 19 
| this time my appetite fail wy 15 


grew outwardly r y and had 4 feeling * 


or condition of Habbakuk, ag there ex- 

preſſed. When I heärd, my belly: trembled, 
my lips quivered, I trembled in myſelf that 
might reſt in the day of trouble; I had ma- 


5 : _ cogitations, and was ſorely diſtrefſed': And 


ſirous that friends might petition the 

7 lege, to uſe their endea vdurs to diſcou- 
tage the future importation of ſlaves; for I 
ſaw. that this trade was a great evil, and 
tended to multiply troubles, and bring diſ- 
treſſes on the people i in thoſe parts for whoſe 
welfare my heart was deeply concerned. 
But 1 preveived ſeveral difficulties in regard 
89 10 petitioning ; and ſuch was the exerciſe of 


w wind, that 1 had thought of 'endeavour- | 
ing to get an opportunity to ſpeak a few 
Words in the Houſe of Aſſembly, then ſetting 


. toun. This crereiſe came upon, me in the 


4 mecting, for poing-+to | bed, I got n fleep 
till my mind was wholly reſigned- therein; 


5 and in the morning I enquired of a friend : 
dow long the Adaabiy were likely to conti- 
nue fitting; who told me, they were expect- 


8 cd to be prorogued that day or the-next, 

As I vas deſirous to attend the buligeſs of 

the: meeting, and perceived the ,Aﬀembly 
were likely to depart before the buſineſs was 
ee 3 * exerciſe,” humbly. 


4 IE $4. ſeeking 
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ſeeking to the Lord for inſtruction, my mind 


ſettled to attend on the buſineſs of the meet- 
ing; on the laſt day of which, I had pre- 
pared a .thbrt eſſay of a petition to be pre- 
ſented to the A iature way opened: And 


being informed that there were ſome ap- 


pointed, by that yearly- meeting, to ſpeak 
wich thoſe in authority, in caſes relating to 


the ſociety, I opened my mind to-feveral of 


them, and ſhewed them theieflay I had made; 
and afterward opened the caſe in the me 


ing for buſineſs} in ſubſtance as follow.wa ? 


J have been under un concern pin Rap | 
time; on account of the! great number of 


ſlaves which are imported intoithis colony; 1 
am aware that it is a tender point to ſprał to, 
but apprehend: Gan dh e in the fight; of 
heaven without ſpeaking tocit. Ic have pre- 
pared an eſſay of a petition, if way open, to 


be preſented 10 the legiflatüre -and Wharf! 


have to propdſe>to thipmeeting is, that ome 


friends may be named to withdraw and look 


over it, and report whether they belie ve it 
ſuitable to be read in the meeting; if they 
ſhould think well of feading it, 5 will re- 
main fore tlie meeting, after hearing it; 40 

: conſider, : whether to take any further notice 
of: it as a meeting or not. After a ſhort oon 
ference ſome friends went ont, and looking 


over it, expreſſed their willingneſs to havd it 
read; which being dear e 6 exprhſſed 


their unity with the al; and ſomie ſig· 
nified, that A OI <1 pork b 


tow: — upon, and to be ſigned” out of 
meeting 


jects of the peti- 


. 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
s 
F__ 
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meeting by ſuch who were free, would be 
more ſuitable than to do it there: Tho I ex- 
at firſt, that if it was done it would be 

in chat way; yet ſuch was my mind, that to 


4 V it in the hearing of friends when aſſem- 


| _ —_—_— for my heart 
| yearned toward the inhabitants'of theſe parts; 
lieving that by this trade there had been 

an increaſe of inquietude amongſt them, and 
a way made eaſy for the ſpreading of 4 ſpirit 
oppoſite to that meekneſs and humili ich 

is a ſure reſting- place for the ſoul: | 11 that 
the continuance of this trade would not on- 
ly render their — more ae but 2 in- 
creaſe their wary AA | 


| leave — eſſay amongſt n for them to 

eed in it as they belieyed beſt. And 
now an exerciſe revived on my mind in 
relation to lotteries, which were common in 
thoſe parts; I had one moved it in a former 


ſitting of this meeting, when arguments 
were uſed in favour of ; | being eld ex- 
cuſed, who were only concerned in ſuch lot- 


| teries as were agreeable to law: And now on 
moving it again, it was oppoſed as before; 
but the hearts of ſome ſolid friends appeared 
to 2 to diſcourage the practice a- 
their members; and the matter was 
42 handled by ſome on both ſides. In 
this debate it appeared very clear to me, that 
the ſpirit of lotteries was a ſpirit of felfiſh- 
poly N ee to | confulic on and e 


\ 
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neſs of underſtanding; and that pleading for 


it in our meetings, ſet apart for the Lord's 
work, was not right; and in the heat of zeal, 
I once made reply to what an antient friend 
ſaid, which when I ſat down, I ſaw that my 
words were not enough ſeaſoned with chari- 
ty; and after this, I ſpake no morę on the 
ſabjec Alt length a minute was made; a 


copy of which was agreed to be ſent to their 


ſeveral quarterly- meetings, inciting friends to 
labour to diſcourage the practice amongſt all 
profeſſing with us. e eee Wh 


Some time after this minute was made, I 5 


remaining uneaſy with the manner of my 
ſpeaking to the antient friend, could not ſee 


my way clear to conceal my uneaſineſs, but 
was concerned that I might ſay nothing to 


weaken the cauſe in which I had laboured; 
and then, after ſome cloſe exerciſe and hearty 


repentance, for-that I had not attended cloſe- 
ly to the ſafe guide, I ſtood up, and reciting 


the paſſage, acquainted friends, that tho 


dare not go from what I had ſaid as to the 


matter, yet I was uneaſy with the manner 
of my ſpeaking, as believing milder lan- 
guage would have been better. As this-was 
uttered in ſome degree of creaturely abaſe- 
ment, it appeared to have a 

mongſt us, after a warm debate. 


The yearly- meeting being now over, there 


yet remained on my mind a ſecret, tho hea- 
vy exerciſe, in regard to ſome leading ac- 
tive members about Newport, being in the 
practice of ſlave-keeping. This I mentioned 
. | to 


{ſavor a- 
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to two antient friends, who came out of the 


* 


in a proper manner, he 


in the hearing 


countty, and | propoſed. to them, if way 
opened, to have ſome: converſation wit! 


thoſe friends: And thereupon, one of thoſe 
country friends and I, conſulted: one of the 


moſt noted elders who had ſlaves; and he, in 
a reſpectful manner, encouraged me to pro- 
ceed to clear myſelf of what lay upon me. 
Now I had, near the 2 the yearly- 
meeting, a private conference with this ſaid 
elder and his wife, concerning theirs; ſo that 


the way ſeemed clear me, to adviſe with 


him about the manner of proceeding: I told 
him, I was free to have a conference with 
them all together in a private houſe; or if 
he thought they would take it unkind to be 
aſked to come F and to be ſpoke with 

of one another, I was free to 
ſpend ſome time among them, and viſit them 
all in their houſes: He expreſſed his li- 
king to the firſt propoſal, not doubting their 


willingneſs to come together: And as I pro- 


poſed a viſit to only miniſters, elders, and 
overſeers; he named ſome others, whom he 
deſired might be preſent alſo: And as a care- 
ful meſſenger was wanted to acquaint them 
| offered to go to all 
their houſes to open the matter to them; and 
did ſo. About the eighth hour the next 
morning, we met in the meeting-houſe cham- 


ber, and the laſt- mentioned country friend, 


alſo my companion, and John Storer, with 


us; when, after a ſhort time of retirement, 


I acquainted them with the ſteps I had taken 


in 
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in procuring : that meeting, and opened the 
concern I Was under; and ſo we proceeded 
to a free conference upon the ſubject. My 
exerciſe was heavy, and I was den bowed 
in ſpirit before the Lord, who was — to 
favour with the ſeaſoning virtue ol truth, 
which wrought a tenderne 3 Amon us; ar 


the ſubject was mutually handled in a — 
and peaceable ſpirit: Aint at length, _— | 


my: mind releaſed from that burden wrhi 


I had been under, I took my leave of them, 
a good degree of ſatisfaction; and by the 


tendetneſs — manifeſted in regard to the 


praQice, and the concern ſeveral of them ex- 


preſſed in relation to the manner of diſpoſing 


of their negroes after their deceaſe, a believ- 


ed that a good exerciſe was ſpreadi zoneſt 
them; and I am humbly thankful we God, 
who ſupported my mind, and preſerved me 
in a gOO 
trials, t 


Thou, 5 Sünden s travels in the * 


of the miniſtry, and art made very welcome 
by thy friends ſeeſt many tokens ef their 
ſatisfaction, in having thee for their gueſt. 
It is good for thee to dwell deep, that thou 
mayeſt feel and underſtand the ſpirits of peo- 


— If we believe truth points towards a con- 
ference; on ſome ſubjects, in a private way, 
„. is needful for us to take heed that — 


not hinder us . the Lord 8 make! | have 
ſeen, that in the midſt of kindneſs and ſmooth 
n to — cloſe and home to them 


who 


d Wogree- of reſignation. His” theſe 


yz 
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who entertain us, on points that relate to 
their outward intereſt, is hard labour; and 
ſometimes, when I have felt truth lead - 
 wardiit, I have found myſelf diſqualified b 
a ſuperficial friendſhip; and as the ſenſe 
thereof hath abaſed me, and my cries have 
been to the Lord, ſo I have been humbled 
and made content to appear weak, or as a 
fool for his ſake; and thus a door hath open- 
ed to enter upon it. To attempt to do the 
Lord's work in out own way, and to 
2 that which is the burden of the wort, in 
a way eaſy to the natural part, doth not 
reach the bottom of the diſordef; To ſee 
the failings of our friends, and think hard of 
of them, without opening that which we 
ought to open, and ſtill carry a face of friend- 
ſhip, this tends to undermine the foundation 
of true unity. 

The office of a miniſter of Chriſt is weighs 
ty: And they who now go forth as watch- 
men, had need to be ſteadily on their guard 
againſt the ſnares of proſperity . an out- 
ſide friendſnißpß. 

After the yearly-meeting, we wete at 
meetings at Newtown, Cuſhnet, Long-Plain, 
 Rocheſfer and Dartmouth: From thetice we 
failed for Nantucket, in company with Ann 
Gaunt; Mercy Redman, and ſeveral other 
friends: The wind being flack, we only reach- 
ed Tarpawling Cove the firſt day y; where, go- 
ing on ſhore, we found room in a public-houſe, 


and beds for a few of us, the reſt ſleeping 
n We „% 
br 
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preak of - a and tho the Wind- Was 
ſmall, we were fa voured to come within about 
four miles: of Nantucket; and then about ten 
of us getting into out boat; we rowed to mow | 
harbour before dark; vhereu v 2 
boat going off, brought in the reſt of paſ- 
ſengers about midnight: The next day but 
one was their yearly-meeting,, which held 
four days; the laſt of which was their month- 
y- meeting for buſineſs. We. had, 2: labhori- 
ous time amongſt them; our minds were 
cloſely exerciſed, and 1. believe it was a time 
of pa" ſearching of heart: The longer I; was 
on the iſland, the more 1. became ſenſible 
that there Was a conſiderable number;of, Va- 
| luable friends there, the an evil ſpirit, 7 
tending: to ſtrife, had been at work amongſt 
them: I, was cautious of makin N viſits, 


but as my mind was particularly drawn to 


them; and in that way wWe bad ſome, ſittings 
in friends houſes, where the 5 W ban 


was, at agua yo over us, to Pug 
om fut 1 n 


2< f aue 7% © & 8 


My el companian. had very, acrepta able 
ſervioe on this;iſland. cc 2 pron | 
When meeting was over, we all agreed. to 
q fail the next da „ if the weather Was ſuit- 
able and we well; and; being calletd, up the 
latter part of the night; ve. went on board a 
veſſel, being in all about, fifty ; but the wind 
changing, che ſeamen thaught beſt, to ſtay. in 
the — till it altered o we returned on 
ſhore: And feeling clear as to any; further vi- 
its, 1 ſpent my W chamber, chiet * 


alone; 5 


. 
odd M0 a NE ei __y 
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Alone * after ſome hours, my heart be- 
ing Med with the Piti of ſupplicarion, my 
pen and tears wert out before 
1 fly Father, for! his TE in- 
fructien in the” 'tranifold difficutiics. which 
atteridetl me in life: And while Þ was wait 
g upon the Lord, there came a mn 
Ea! the women friends, ho lodged at ano- 
ther” hoaſe, N with us about 
pointing a meeting, Which to me appearell 
gy; as we had Been at ſo many before; 
Vit: after a ſhort conference, and | adviſitiy 
With {6c — friends, a meeting was 
appointed, in | which che friend, who firſt 
movetlit, MHHA WhO had een much ſnut up 


'befote, — geh dpened in thetove of the 
Olpel: and the it morning, abòbut break 

of day, % ing again on dourd the veſſel, we 
reached Falmouth on! the Main before night; 

where Gur horſes being brought, We proceed. 
d een Bhewichrguart erly-mecting. - 
Being two days in to Nantucket, 


and having been there once before, I 6bſerved 
Wen eee eee, "which make ſail- 
more dangerous, eſpecially in ſtormy 
ſo, that a qgfeat "heal," whith/ en- 
kf, ents their / gbing 
in m vithifibeps, Ne hen che tide is 
niiting without which, for the riſing 5 
he*tide, 3s / ſometimes hazardous in | Rorins : 
: Waiting within, they fometimes miſs a fair 
Wini. Titec notice, that en that ſmall 
"and Was a great number vf inhabitants, 
AE et wag tile; it x 10 
* 


PPP p Fes, 3 tn hr I 
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gone, that for veſſels, e and firewood, 
they depend chiefly on the buying from 
the Main; the col 8 with moſt of 
them other expences,. they depend principally 
the. whale fiſhery to anſwer, I-confi- 
Sod, that as towns grew larger, and lands 
near navigable waters. more cleared, timber 
and wood would require more labour to get 
it: 1 underſtood that the whales being much 
83 and ſometi mes wounded and not 
| 1 grew more ſhy and difficult to come 
be 9 What that the formation of the 
— 5 the ſeas, the iſlands, bays and riyers, 
the motions of the Wings: and great waters, 
which cauſe bars and ſhoals in particular 
„ 
wiſdom neſs; and as $ 
end Je p beans” ee 
their truſt im him, be provides for the in 
all parts, where he gives them a being. 
as in this viſit to theſe people, I felt a fron 
deſire for their firm eſta i ment on the ſure 
fqundatiop ;, beſides what was ſaid more pub- 
lickly, Las concerned to ſx k with 5 
women friends, in their monthly- KN, 
a many, being preſent; and 1 
freſh; ſpring of pure love, to open 
them 2 pdyantage,. bark; inward and out- 
ward, of attending ſingly to the pu ure gui- 
dance of 82 Holy Spirit, 4 45 therein to edu- | 
| ren. in true hymil ity, and the 


ties, reminding them 
$. db ns their ds and 00 yere 


d toat i and that the 


held three days: 
ing to the 8 GiRd's 


Water v- meeting, we atten 
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Fx and ſimple their way of living was, 


the, leſs need of running great hazards to 
| ſupport them in it; encouraging the young 
women in their neat decent way of attending 


12 35 on the affairs of the houſe; ſhew- 
, as the way opened, that where people 
were truly humble, uſed themſelves to buſi- 
neſs, and were content with a plain way of 


life, that it had ever been attended with more 


true peace and calmneſs of mind, than they 


haye had, who, 8 9255 to greatneſs and out- 
ward ſhew, have 


hard for an income 
to ſupport themſelves in it: And as I ob- 
ferved, they had rig of no ſlayes amongſt 
them, I had to encourage them to be content 
withont them ; making mention of the nu- 
Wen troubles and 'vexations, which fre- 
fly attended the minds of people, who 
Lend end on flaves to do their Iabour. © 
e attended, the quarterly-meeting at 
Sandwich, in company with Ann Gaunt 
400. Mercy Redman, which was "preceded. 
by a monthly-mes ting; and in the whole 
We were various ways exer- 
ciſed amongft their. in N Llove, aecord- 
owed on us; 
and were, at times, 2 with the 
yirtue of of truth, to the comfort of the fincete, 


and gra up of 'the negligent. © Here we 
arted wit and 2 ard. went to 
. taking one king in out 


„ Which Was 4 ſatisfactory time; 
Wb Newport the evening b A 
ing. and after 
that, 
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that, had a meeting with our young people, 
ſeparated from thoſe of other ſocieties. We 
went thro' much labour in this town; and 
now, in taking leave of it, tho ] felt cloſe 
in ward OS to the laſt, found inward 
peace; and Was, in ſome degree comforted, 
in a belief, that a good number remain 
in that place, who retain a ſenſe of truth; 
and that there are ſome young people at- 
tentive to the voice of the heavenly Shep-» 
herd. The laſt meeting, in which ents | 
from the ſeveral parts af the quarter. came 
together, was a ſelect meeting; and thro the 


renewed manifeſtation of the Father's love, 


ä — hearts of the ſincere were uniteg toge. 
That poverty of ſpirit. and Tap, weak: 
neſs, with which I was much tried the for- 
part of this journey, has of late appeared to 
me as a diſpenſation of kindneſs, Appoint- 
ing meetings, never appeared. more weighty. - 
to me; and 1 was led into a deep ſearch, _ 
whether in all things my mind was reſigned 8 
to the will of God; often querying with my- 
ſelf, what ſhould be the cauſe of fuch inward 
poverty; and greatly deſired, that no ſecret 
reſerve in my heart might hinder my acceſs 
to the divine fountain. In theſe humbling 
times I was made watchful, and excited to 


attend the ſecret movings of the heavenly 


principle in my mind which prepared the 


way to ſome duties, that in more eaſy and 
oſperous times as to the outward, I believe 

| ho ſhould have been in danger of — 
"rom 


nities in thoſe places So we viſited 


1760, where 1 


= 
. . — eee ee eee RT TTY on OT TO eee n 
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From Newport we went to Greenwich, 


Shanticut, and Warwick z and were helped 


to labour amongſt friends in the love of out 


acious Redeemer: And then, accompanied 
y our friend John Caſey from Newport, we 
rode thro Connecticut to Oblong, viſited the 


mertings of friends in thoſe parts, and thence 


ded to the quarterly-meeting at Rye- 
woods; and, thro the gracious extendings 
of Evie help, had ſome ſeaſoning opportu- | 
ends 
at New-York and Fluſtiing ; and thehoe to 
_ And here our e arting, I took 
f beloyed companion and true 
ang jab ne 'Eaftburn ; and reached 
ome on the tenth day of the eighth month, 
found my family well: And 
for the favours and protection of che Lord, 


both inward and outward, extended to me in 
2 Journey, 


my heart is humbled in grate- 
ed — Food and find renewed de- 


fires to oye and walk in ee be⸗ 
fore him, 


leu 9 ae . * 
e be N e 


? His «iti to „ ee eh ad e 
5 — 51 publiſhing the Second part of his confi 
| derations on keeping . negroesr——The grounds of 
| his appearing in ſome reſpecbe fingulax. in his 
© dreſs——His viſting the families of | friends. of 
Aucocas and Mount - Holly meetings. Fi. vita 
0 be Indians at W. 1 on er en Wi 


eee Ra” 


AVING « fe my the PR owa 
| a viſit to a few r 'Þ in Pennfylvs- 
nia, I Was very deſirous to be rightly in- 
ſruggeg as to the time of Se off; 3 * on 
5 the tenth day of the fifth month g 75 be- 
ing the firſt day of the week, I went to Had: 
donfield meeting, 2 to ſeek for 97 4 
venly inſtruction, and come home or 
as I might then beli ave beſt for me; anc ters 
thro' the ſpripging up of pur love, I felt" en- 
couragement, and ſo cel the river. In this 


3 2. 


viſit I wag at two quarterly and three nth 
ly-meetings:; ; and, 10 the love of truth, felt 
my. way open to labour with fome noted 
friends, who kept negroes: And as I was 'fa- 
youred to keep to the root, and endeavoured 
10 diſcharge what I deljeved was required of 
me, I found inward peace therein, from time 
10 ge: 1090 „ e of heart to the 


\ e e to be A 
pv ome, nts dig 
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In the eighth month, 1761, having felt 
drawings in my mind to viſit friends in and 
about Shrewſbury; I went there, and was 
at their monthly meeting, and their firſt- day 
meeting; and had a meeting at Squan, and 
another at Squankum; and, as way opened, 
had converſation with ſome noted friends 
concerning their ſla ves: And I returned home 

ina thankful ſenſe of the goodneſs of the 
im the care I felt growing in me ſome. 
ears, I wrote Conſiderations on keeping 
Negroes, part the ſecond ; which was print. 
ed this year, 1762, When the overſeers of 
the preſs had done with it, they offered to 
get a number printed to be paid for, out of 
the yearly-meeting ſtock, and to be given 
away; but I being moſt eaſy to publiſh them 
at my own expence, and offering my reaſons 
— 7 SETTEES Conn 
4 This Rock is the contribution of the mem. 
bers of our religious ſociety in general; 
amongſt whom are ſome who keep negroes, 
and being inclined to continue them in la. 
very, are not likely to be ſatisfied with thoſe 
books being ſpread amongſt a people where 
many of the ſlaves are taught to read, and 
eſpecially not at their expence ; and ſuch, of. 
ten receiving them as a, gift, conceal them; 
But as hoy who make a purchaſe, generally 
- buy that w 


ich.they have a mind for, I be. 


lieved it beſt to ſell them; expecting, by that 
means, they would more generally be read 
with attention, Adyertiſements being = 
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by order of the overſeers of the preſs, di- 
reed to be read in monthly-meetings of bu- 
ſineſs within our own yearly-meeting, in- 
forming where the books were, and that the 
price was no more than the coſt of printing 
and binding them; many were taken off in 
our parts; ſome I ſent to Virginia, ſome to 
New-York, and ſome to Ne port, to my ac- 
quaintance there; and ſome I kept, expect- 
ing to give part of them away, where there 
appeared a proſpect of ſervice. Sn e 
n my on I was uſed to hard labour; 
and tho' I was middling healthy, yet my 
nature was not fitted to endure 1 much as 
many others: That being often weary, I was 
prepared to ſympathize with thoſe whoſe cir- 
cumſtanees in life, as free men, required con- 
ſtant labour to anſwer the demands of their 
creditors ; and with others under oppreſſion. 
In the uneaſineſs of body, which I have ma- 
ny times felt by too much labour, not as a 
forced but a voluntary oppreſſion, I have of. | 
ten been excited to think on the original 
cauſe of that oppreſſion, which is impoſed on 
many in the world: And the latter part of 
the time wherein I laboured on our planta- 
tion, my heart, thro' the freſh viſitations 
of heavenly love, being often tender; and 
my leiſure time frequently ſpent in reading 
the life and doctrines of our bleſſed Redeem- 
er, the account of the ſufferings of martyrs, 
and the hiſtory of the firſt riſe of our ſociety : 
A belief was 8 ſettled in my mind, 
that if ſuch who had great eſtates, 8 | 
TIER lived 
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lived in that humility and plainneſs which 
belongs to a chriſtian life, and laid much 
eaſier rents and intereſts on their lands and 
monies, and thus led the way to a right uſe 
of things, ſo great a number of people might 
be employed in things uſeful, that labour 
both for men and other creatures would need 
to be no more than an agreeable employ; 
and divers branches of buſineſs, which ſerve 
chiefly to pleaſe the natural neuer aof 
our minds, and which; at preſent, ſeems ne- 
ceſſary to circulate that wealth which ſome 
gather, might, in this way of pure wiſdom, 
be diſcontinued. And as I have thus conſider- 
ed theſe things, a query, at times, hath ariſen; 
Do I, 2 roceedings, keep to that 

uſe of things which is agreeable te univerſal 
righteouſneſs ? And then there hath ſome de- 
gree of ſadneſs, at times, come over me; for 
that I accuſtomed myſelf to ſome things, 
' which occaſioned more labour than I believe 
divine wiſdom intends for us, - 
From my early acquaintance with truth, 


= I have often felt an-inward diſtreſs, occafion- 


ed by the ſtriving of a ſpirit in me, againſt 
the operation of the heavenly principle; and 
in this circumſtance have been affected with 
a ſenſe of my own wretchedneſs, and in a 
mourning condition felt earneſt longing for 
that divine help, which brings the ſoul into 
true liberty; and ſometimes in this ſtate, re- 
tiring into private places, the ſpirit of ſup- 
ication hath been given me ; and under a 
renly covering, have aſked my gracious 
DT 1 5 ; | | Father, 


dieſire of gain to ſupport theſe cuſtoms, 
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; Father, to give me a heart in all things re- 


ſigned to the direction of his wiſdom, and in 

uttering language like this, the thoughts of 

my wearing hats and garments dyed with a 

dye ” nur to them, "has made A im- 
ſſions on me. ; Ks 9 85 
In vifiti e of note in the ſocie 

who had * ur labouring with them 1 


brotherly love on that account, I have ſeen; 
and the ſight has affected me, 
formity to ſome cuſtoms, diſtinguiſhable from 


that a con- 


pure wiſdom, has entangled many; and the 
great- 
ly oppoſe the work of truth: And ſometimes 
when the proſpect of the work before me has 
been ſuch, that in bowedneſs of ſpirit, I 


| have been drawn into retired places, and be- 


fought the Lord with tears that he would 


take me wholly under his direction, and ſnew 


me the way in which I ought to walk; it 
hath revived with h of tonvidion, 
that if I would be 1 ithful ſervant, I 


_ muſt in all things attend to his wiſdom, and 


be teachable; and ſo ceaſe from all cuſtoms. 
contrary thereta, however uſed amongft ro 


ligious people. 


As he is the perfection of power, of 8 


dom, and of goodneſs; ſo I believe, he hath. 


provided, that ſo much labour ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary for men's fapport, in this world; as 
3 being rightly divided, be a fuitable 
employment of their time; and that we can+ 
not go into ſuperfluities, or graſp after wealth 
m a —— to his wiſdom, without 

having 
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having connexion with ſome degree of op- 
preſſion, and with that ſpirit which leads to 
 felf-exaltation and ftrife, and which frequent- 
ly brings calamities on countries, by parties 
eins ck. about their claims. _ 
Being thus fully convinced, and feeling an 
x increaſing deſire to live in the ſpirit of peace; 
I "was often ſorrowfully affected with 
thinking on the unquiet ſpirit in which wars 
are generally carried on, and with the miſe- 
ries of many of my fellow-creatures engaged 
therein; | ſome ſaddeil deſtroyed ; ſome 
wounded, and after ee pain remain cri 
ples; ſome deprived of all their outward ſab- 
Nance, and reduced to want; and ſome car- 


tied into captivity. Thinking often on theſe 


things, the uſe of hats and garments dyed. 
with a dye hurtful to them, and wearing more 
cloaths' in ſummer than are uſeful, grew 

more uneaſy to me; believing them to be 
cuſtoms which have not their foundation in 
pure wiſdom. The apprehenſion of being 
ſingular from my beloved friends, was a ſtrait 
upon me; and thus I remained i in the uſe of 
ſome things Hows Ar af d ent. 

On the thirt day of the fifth . 

1761, I was Ni a ill of a fever; and, after 
havin it near a week, I was in great diſtreſs 
of : And one day there was a cry raiſ- 
ed in me, that I might underſtand the cauſe 
hy I was afflited, and improve under it: 
And my conformity to ſome cuſtoms, which 
T believed were e. nge. were brought to 
_ ENG and in TR continuation 
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of the exerciſe, I felt all the powers in me 
yield themſelves up into the hands of Him 


| who gave me being; and was made thank- 


ful, that he had taken hold of me by his 


chaſtiſement: Feeling the neceſſity of Farther 
urifying, there was now no defire in me 
bor health, until the deſign of my correction 


was anſwered; and thug I lay in abaſement 


and brokenneſs of ſpirit, and as I felt a ſink- 
ing down into a calm reſignation, ſo I felt, 


as in an inſtant, an inward healing in my 


nature; and from that time forward grow 
better. 


garments heretofore made; and ſo continued 
about nine months. Then I thought of get- 
ting a hat the natural colour of the furr; but 
the apprehenſion of being looked upon as one 
affecting ſingularity, felt n uneaſy to me: And 
here J had occaſion to conſider, that things, 
tho ſmall in themſelves, - being — 
enjoined by divine authority, became 

things to us; and I truſted that the 

would ſupport me, in the trials that — 2 
attend ſingularity, while that ſingularity was 
only for his ſake: On this account, I Was 
under cloſe 1 are of mind in the time of 
our General meeting 1762, greatly 
deſiring to 4. ri nghüy directed; when being 
— bowed in ſpirit * the Lord, I was 
made willing to ſubmit to what I appre- 


dn was required of me; and when 1 
returned 


Tho 1 was thas ſettled; in mind in re- 
lation to hurtful dyes, I felt eaſy to wear my 
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| ut: home, ws ht of the natural es · 
1 of the furr. 1 
At mcetin wakes was 
a trial upon me, and ho eſpecially 2 this 
time, white hats being uſed by ſome who 
were fond of following the changeable modes 
of dreſs; and as 3 friends, who knew 
not on what motives I wo it, carried thy 
of me, I felt my way for a time thue up in 
the exerciſe of the miniſtry: And in this con 
dition, my mind being turned toward my 
heavenly Father, with fervent cries that 1 
might be preſerved to walk before him in the 
meekneſs of wildem, my heart was often 
tender in meetin „„ 
conſolation, whic anc; was preci 
under thoſe difficulties. 1 25 0 
I had ſeveral dyed garments fit for uſe, which 
I believed it beſt to wear, till I had oc ion of 
new ones: And ſome friends were apprehen- 
five, that my wearing: ſuch a hat ſavoured of 


on affected fingularity:: And ſuch wo ſpoke 
with me in a generally in- 
e N 


wearing it, was not in my own will. I had, 
at times, been ſenſible, that 'a_ ſuperficial 

| 8 

1 being now uneaſy me, 

5 3 — dd a ene ſome with the 
manner of my being led into theſe things; 
yet, upon a deeper thought, I was for a tim 
maſt eaſy to omit it, Helie vin the ment 
2 ab * 
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if 1 kept my place, the Lord in 
time would open the "hearts of friemids to- 
ward me: Simce which, I have had cauſe to 
admire this 2ef8 and loving-kindnels,” in 
loading about and inſtructing, and opening 
and” —— wy heart" a Tome! of of our 
tings.” in Os 
tn the eleventh month of che 0rd 62, 
Geeling an of _ to viſit 
families in field: I joined my belovell 
friend Benjanin Jones, and we fpent a few 


143 


together in that ſervice. In the ſecond. 


month 1763, I jomed in com with Eli- 
— Weary Movie, on a viſit to 
the families? of friends at Ancocas; in both 
which twiſts, thro' the baptizing power 
of truth, the ſincere labourers were often 
Cormforted, and the hearts of friends op 


to:reovivens, Am in the fourth month fol- 


lowing; 1 ted ſome friends in à vi- 


it to the families of friends in Mount 
Holly: ; :inwhiohimy mind was often drawn 


_ into an inwurd uwfulnets, wherein 
deſires were raiſed! for the everlaſti lfar 
'of my fellow-creatures:; and, thro the 
kindneſs of our cheavenly Father, our hearts 


an the of deine love to attend to 
that ——— ene eee on e ſure 
foundation.” or: 11557 ch rn 

Having many years falt Jovedtomptndee 


7 rr Mg of this land, who dwelbfar 


baek-:inthe wildernefs, 2zwhoſe:aneeftors were 


ve 


Welfare 


were, at times, enlarged, and friends invited 


mers Arm Poſſefſors el che land where 


4 
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we dwell; and who, for a very ſmall conſi- 
deration, aſſigned their inheritance to us: 
And being at Philadelphia in the eighth 
month, 1761, on a viſit to ſome friends who 
had ſlaves, I fell in company with ſome of 
thoſe natives who lived on the eaſt branch of 
the river Suſquehannah, at an Indian town 
called Wehalooſing, two hundred miles from 
Philadelphia; and in converſation with them 
buy an interpreter, as alſo by obſervations on 
their countenances: and conduct, I believed 
ſome of them were meaſurably acquainted 
with that divine power which ſubjects the 
rough and froward will of the ereature: 
And, at times, I felt inward; drawings to- 
ward a viſit to that place of which I told 
none except my dear wife, until it came to 
ſome ripeneſs, and then in the winter, 1762, 
Haid- it before friends at our monthly and 
quarterly, and afterwardsat our General ſpring 
meeting; and having the — 1 friends, 
and being thoughtful about an Indian pilot, 
there came a man and three women from a 
little beyond that town to Philadelphia on 
buſineſs: And I being informed thereof by 
letter, met them in town in the fifth month, 
17633 and after ſome converſation, finding 
they were ſober people, I, by the concurrence 
of friends in that place, agreed to join with 
them as companions in their return; and on 
the ſeventh day of the ſixth month follow- 
ing, we appointed to meet at Samuel Foulk's, 
at Richland in Bucks county. Now as this 
viſit felt weighty, and was performed at a 


time 
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time when travelling 3 perilous, ſo 
the diſpenſations of Divine Providence, in 
p ing my mind fop it, have been memo- 
rs wg and E believe 1 it e for me to give 
ſome hints thereof. to. Ot 
After 1 had given up to go, the thoughts 
of the journey were often attended with un- 
uſual ſadneſs; in which times, my heart was 
frequently turned to the Lord with inward 
breathings for his heavenly . ſupport, that Þ 
might not fait to follow him wherefoever he 
might lead me: And being at our 'youth's 
meeting at Cheſterfield, about a week before 

the time 1 expected to fet off, was there led 
to ſpeak on that prayer of our Redeemer to 
his Father -I not that thou ſhouldeft 
s take them out of the worid, but that thou 
ſhouldeſt keep them from tha evil. And in 
arte to the pure openings of truth, had 
to mention what He elfewhere ſaid to his 
| „ know that thbu heareſf me at all 
80 that, as fome of his followers 
— their. place s, and as his prayer was 
granted, it owed: neceſlacily. that - 
were kept from evil: Anh as fume of thoſe 
met with great hardſhips: and afflictions in 
this world, and at lb ſuffered drath by oruel 
men; it appears, that whatfoever: 1 — 
men while they live im pure obedience to 
God, as it certainly works for their good, ſo 
it may not be ot idered am evil as it relates 
to them. As I fpake' ow this fubject, my 
heart was much: tendered, and great awful- 
neſs came over me; _ then, on the firſt 


day 


——— f——— U — —„——— 


"TY 


day of the next week, being at 3 
ternoon meeting, and my heart being en- 
larged in love, was led to ſpeak on the care 
and protection of the Lord over his people, 


and to make mention of that paſſage where 


a band of Aſſyrians craleayouring to take 


captive the -er were diſappointed; and 
how the pfalmiſt ſaid the angel of the 
Lord encampeth round about them that 


fear him.“ And thus, in true love and 


tenderneſs, 1 parted from friends, expecti ng 
the next morning to r e on my n 3 


calling at 2 * — 
„ was invited to meet ſome friends at 
Fck-houlſe in our town, who came from 
Philadelx phia ſo late, that friends were gene- 
rally — to bed: Theſe friends informed 

me, that an expreſs arrived the laſt morning 


— 


from Pittſburg, and brought news that the 


Indians had a fort from the Engliſh weſt- 
ward, and lain and ſcalped Engliſh people in 
divers , ſome- near the ſaid Pittſburg; 
and 'that ſome elderly friends in Philadel- 


2 knowing the time of my expecting to 


off, had conferred together, and thought 
good to to inform me of theſe things, — 1 
„that I might conſider them, and 


proceed as I believed beſt; fo I. going again 


— told not my wife till morning. My 


heart was turned to the Lord for his heaven- 
ly inftruQion ; and it was an humbling time 


F 
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to me. When I told my dear wife, ſhe ap- 
peared to be deeply aner about it; but 
in a few hours time, my mind became ſet- 
tled in a belief, that it was my duty to pro- 
ceed on my journey; and ſhe bore it with a 


ood degree of reſignation. In this conflict of 
bot rit, there were great ſearchings of heart, 
and ſtrong cries to the Lord, that no motion 
might be in the leaſt degree attended 30 


but that of the pure ſpirit of truth. 
The we ane eee e on which 


leave of my 0 and. nei W in hook 
bowedneſs of ſpirit, and went to our month- 
= 2 at Burlington; and after taking 
leave of friends there, e T erusd the river, ac- 
companied by my friends Iſrael and John 
Pemberton; and parting the next morning 
with Iſrael, John bore me company to Sa- 
muel Foulk's where I met the before - men; 
tioned Indians, and we were glad to ſee each 
other: Here my friend Benjamin Parvin met 
me, and propoſed joining as à companion, 
we having palſed. ſome letters before on the 
ſubject; and now on his account I had a 


_ ſharp trial for as the Journey appeated peri- 


lous, I thought if he went chiefly to bear 
me company, and we ſhould be taken cap- 
tive, my having been the means of draw 
ing him into thoſe difficulties,” would add to 
1 S So 1 told him my mind 

* freely, 
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freely, and let him know that I was reſign- 
ed to go alone; but after all, if he really be- 

| heved it to be his duty to go on, I believed 
his company would be very comfortable: to 


me: It was indeed a time of deep exerciſe, 
and Benjamin appeared to be ſo to 
the viſit, that he could not be eaſy to leave 
me; fo we went on, accompanied by our 
friends John Pemberton, and William Light- 
foot of Pikeland, and lodged at Bethlehem; 
and there parting with John, William and 
we went forward on the ninth day of the 
ſixth month, and got lodging on the floor of 
a houſe, about five. miles from Fort-Allen; 
here we parted with William: And at this place 
we met with an Indian. trader,” lately come 
from Wioming; and in con verſation with him, 
11 that many white people do often 

Ib rum to the Indians, which, I believe, is a 


great evil; firſt, they being thereby deprived 
* of their reaſon, —— their ſpirits vi- 
olently agitated, quarrels often ariſe which 
end in miſchief; and the bitterneſs and refent- 
ments occaſtoned 
long continuance: Again, their ſlæins and 


fem gotten thro! math. fatgnio and Hand tra- 


vels in hunting, with which they intended 
to buy cloathing, when they become in- 
toxicated, they often ſell at a low rate for 


more rum; and afterward, when they ſuffes' 
for want of the necrſſaries ef life, are an- 
took the advantage of their weakneſa: Of 
this their chiefs! ha vt often complained, at 
net © 2 ot Re. 


hereby, are frequently f 
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their treaties with the Engliſh Where cun- 
ning people paſs counterfeits, and impoſe 
that on others which is good for nothing, it 
is conſidered as a wickedneſs ; but to fell 
that to people which we know does them 
harm, and which often works their ruin, for 
the ſake of gain, manifeſts a hardened and 
corrupt heart; and is an evil, which de- 
mands the care of all true lovers of virtue 
to ſuppreſs: And while my mind this even- 
ing, was thus employed, I alſo remember- 
ed, that the people on the frontiers, among 

whom this evil is too common, are often 


poor; who venture to the outſide of a colo- 


ny, that they may live more independent on 
ſuch who are wealthy, who often ſet high 
rents on their land: Being renewedly con- 
firmed in a belief, that if all our inhabi- 
tants lived according to ſound wiſdom, la- 
bouring to promote univerſal love and righ+ 
teouſneſs, and ceaſed from every inordinate 
deſire after wealth, and from all cuſtoms 
which are tinctured with luxury, the way 
would be eaſy for our inhabitants, tho 
much more numerous than at preſent, to live 
comfortably on honeſt employments, with- 
out having that temptation they are often 
under, of being drawn into ſchemes to make 
ſettlements on lands which have not been 
purchaſed of the Indians, or of applying to 
that wicked practice of ſelling rum to them. 
On the tenth day of the month we ſet out 
early in the morning, and crofſed the weſ- 
tern branch of Delaware, called the 1 : 
| | | Lehie 
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Lehie near Fort-Allen ; the water being 
high, we went over in a canoe: Here we 
met an Indian, and had ſome friendly con- 
verſation with him, and gave him ſome biſ- 
cuit; and he having killed a deer, gave the 
Indians with us ſome of it: Then after tra- 
velling ſome miles, we met ſeveral Indian 
men and women with a cow and horſe, and 
ſome houſhold goods, who were lately come 
from their dwelling at Wioming, and going 
to ſettle at another place; we made them 
ſome ſmall preſents ; and ſome of them un- 
derſtanding Engliſh, I told them my motive 
in coming into their country; with which 
they appeared ſatisfied: And one of our 
guides talking a while with an antient wo- 
man concerning us, the popr old woman 
came to'my companion and me, and took 
her leave of us with an appearance of ſin- 
cere affection. So going on, we pitched our 
tent near the banks of the ſame river, hav- 
ing laboured hard in croffing ſome of thoſe 
mountains. called the Blue-Ridge; and by 
the roughneſs of the ſtones, and the cavi- 
ties between them, and the ſteepneſs of the 
hills, it appeared dangerous: But we were 
| 3 in ſafety, thro' the kindneſs of 
Him whoſe works in theſe mountainous de- 
ſerts appeared awful; toward whom my 
heart was turned during this day's travel. 
Near our tent, on the fides of large trees 
| peeled for that purpoſe, were various repre- 
ſentations of men going to, and returning 
from the wars, and of ſome killed in _ 
, | 8 


— 
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This being a path heretofore uſed by 
warriors; and as I walked about viewing 
thoſe Indian hiſtories, which were painted 
moſtly in red but ſome in black, and think- 
ing on the | innumerable afflictions which 
the proud, fierce ſpirit produceth in the 
world; thinking on the toils and fatigues of 
warriors, travelling over mountains and de- 
ſerts; thinking on their miſeries and diſ- 
treſſes when wounded far from home by 
their enemies; and of their bruiſes and great 
wearineſs in chaſing. one another over the 
rocks and mountains; and of their reſtleſs, 
unquiet ſtate of mind, who live in this ſpi- 
rit; and of the hatred which mutually grows 
up in the minds of the children of thoſe na- 
tions en in war with each other: Du. 
ring theſe meditations, the deſire to cheriſh 
the ſpirit of love and peace amongſt theſe 
people, aroſe very freſh in me, This was 
the firſt night that we lodged in the woods; 
and being wet with travelling in the rain, 
the ground, our tent, and the buſhes which 
we purpoſed to lay under our blankets alſo 
wet, all looked diſcouraging ; but I believed, 
that it was the Lord who had thus far 
brought me forward, and that he would 
diſpoſe of me as he ſaw good, and therein ] 
felt eaſy : So we kindled a fire, with our tent 
open to it; and with ſome buſhes next the 
ground, and then our blankets, we made 
our bed; and lying down, got ſome ſleep : 
And in the morning, feeling a little 15 
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I went into the river; the water was cold, 
but ſoon after I felt freſh and well. 
The eleventh day of the ſixth W the 

5 wet, we tarried in our tent till 
about eight o'clock ; when going on, croſſed 
a higli mountain ſuppoſed to be upward of 
four miles over; the ſteepneſs on the north 
ſide exceeding all the — We alſo croſſed 
two ramps ; and it raining near night. 
we ed our tent and lodged.” 

it noon, on our way, we were over- 

taken by one of the Moravian brethren, go- | 
ing to Wehaloofing, and an Indian man 
with him who 1d talk Engliſh ; and we 
being together while our horſes eat graſs, had 
ſome friendly converſation ; but Sing tra» 
yelling faſter than we, ſoon left us. This 
Moravian, 1 underſtood, had ſpent ſome 
time 2 ng at Wehalooſing; and was, 
by ſome the Indians, invited to come 


Aa 

3 — twebfth day of: his earth month. hank 
firſt of the week, it being a rainy day, we 
continued in our tent; and here I was led to 
think on the nature of the exerciſe which 
hath attended me: Love was the firſt motion, 
and thence a concern-arofe to ſpend ſome time 
with the Indians, that I might feel and un- 
derſtand their life, and the ſpirit they live 
in, if haply 1 might 2 
From to: — be in any degree helped 
ing the leadings of 
—_ e n And as it pleaſed the 
Lord to make * for my going at a — 8 
1 |  __Wwnen. 
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when the was of war were increaſing 
and when, by reaſon of much wet weather, 


travelling was — difficult than uſual at 
2 ſeaſon. I looked upon it as a more fa 
vourable opportunity to ſeaſon my mind, 
and bring me into a nearer ſympathy with 
them: And as mine eye was to the great Fa- 
ther of mercies, humbly defiring to learn 
what his will was concerning me, 1 was 
made quiet and content. 

Our guide's horſe, tho hoppled, went away 
in the night; and after finding our own, and 
ſearching ſome time for him, his footſteps 
were diſeoyered in the path going back a- 
gain, whereupon my kind companion went 
off in the tain, and after about ſeven hours 
returned with him: And here we lodged 
again; tying up our horſes before we went 
2 and Lohng chem to feed about break 
On the thirteenth day of the 1 
the ſun appearing, we ſet forward; and as 1 
rode over the barren hills, my meditations 
were on the alterations of the — — 
of the natives of this land ſince the coming 
in of the Engliſh, The lands near the ſea, 
are conveniently ſituated for fiſhing; the 
lands near the rivers, where the tides flow, 
and ſome above, are in . Places fertile, 

and not mountainous; while the ru 

the tides, on _ and down easy © 
with any kin Thoſe natives 
have, in _ places, for trifling confidera- 
| tions, Told "Wo inheritance 10 1 — 5 
| tuat 


| Gtoated; * in other places, been driven 
back by ſuperior force: 80 that, in many 
places, as their way of cloathing themſelves 
is now altered from what it was, and they, 
+ far remote from us, have to paſs over moun- 
| _ ſwamps, and * 1 where 
travelling is troubleſome, in bri 
their eins an en to trade with us. Tx | 
By the extending of Engliſh ſettlements, 
| as partly by Engliſh hunters, the wild 
| beaſts they chiefly depend on for a ſubſiſt- 
ance, are not ſo 3 as they were; and 
people too often, for the ſake of gain, open 


a door for them to waſte their ſkins and 
furrs, in purchaſing a liquor which tends to 

the ruin of them and their families. 

My own will and deſires were now 2 


ww broken, and my heart, with muc 
 earneſtneſs, turned to the Lord, to whom 
alone I looked for help in the dangers before 
me. I had a proſpect of the ers alon 
the coaſt, for upwards of hundr 


— where I have travel * the A. ; 
. Aobabie ſituation of the Engliſh, and the 


difficulties attending the natives in many 

| and the negroes, were open before 
me; and a wei ghty and heavenly care came 
over 9 mind, Td love filled my heart to- 
ward | mankind, in which I felt a ſtrong 
2 ent, that we might be obedient to 
rd, while in tender ny, he 1s yet 
—— to us; and ſo attend to pure univer- 
fl righteouſneſs, as to give no jut cauſe of 
am—_ to * — who do not profeſs 
5 
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chriſtianity, whether the blacks from Africa 
or the native inhabitants of this continent; 
and here I was led into a cloſe, laborious 
enquiry, whether I, as an individual, kept 
clear from all things which tended to ftir up, 
or were connected with wars, either in this 
land or Africa; and my heart was deepl 
concerned, that in future I might in all 
things keep ſteadily to the pure truth, and 
live and walk in the plainneſs and ſimplicity 
of a ſincere follower of Chriſt. And in this 
lonely journey, I did, this day, greatly be- 
wail the ſpreading of a wrong ſpirit, be- 
lieving, that the proſperous, convenient ſi- 
tuation of the 1 requires a conſtant 
attention to divine love and wiſdom to guide 
and ſupport us in a way anſwerable to the 
will of that good, gracious, and almighty 
Being, who hath an equal regard to all man- 
kind: And here, luxury and covetouſneſs, 
with the numerous oppreſſions, and other 
evils attending them, appeared very afflict- 
ing to me; and I felt in that which is im- 
mutable, that the ſeeds of great calamity 
and deſolation are ſown and growing faſt on 
this continent : Nor have I words ſufficient to 
ſet forth that longing I then felt, that we, 
who are placed along the coaſt, and have taſt- 
ed the love and goodneſs of God, might a- 
_ riſe in his ſtrength; and, like faithful meſſen- 
rs, labour to check the growth of theſe 
eeds, that they may not ripen to the ruin of 
our poſterit x. | FA 
„„ We 


. 
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Das reached the Indian ſettlement at Wio- 
: And here we were told, that an In- 
£ — wr been at that place a day or 
two before us, and brought news of the In- 
dians taking an Engliſh fort weſtward, and 
deſtroying the people, and that they were 
endeayouring to take another; and alſo, that 
another Indian runner came there about the 
middle of the night before we got there, 
who came from a — about ten miles above | 
Wehalooſing, and brought news, that ſome 
Indian warriors, from diſtant parts, came to 
that town with two Engliſh ſcalps; an told 
+ ppg that it was war W the En- 
Our guides took us to ith of, a very 
antient man; and ſoon after we had put in 
our baggage, there came a man from ano- 
ther Indian houſe ſome diſtance off; and I 
perceiving there was a man near the door, 
went out; and he having a tomahawk 
under his matcheoat out of ſight, 
as I approached him, he took it in his hand ; 
I, however, went forward, and ſpeaking to 
him in a friendly way perceived he under- 
ſtood ſome Engliſh: My companion then 
coming out, we had ſome talk with him 
concerning the nature of our viſit in theſe 
parts; and then he going into the houſe 
with us, and talking with our guides, ſoon 
appeared friendly, — fat down and ſmoak- 
ed his pipe. ho his taking his hatchet in 
his hand at the inftant I drew near to Thad 
= ha 
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had a difagreeable appearance, I believe he 
had no other intent than to be in readineſs 
. offered to him. 
Hearing the news brought by theſe In- 
dian runners, and told by the Indians 
where we „ . that what Indians were 

about Wion in a ſew days, to 
move to ſome zer towns, I thought that, 
to all out ward appearance, it was” dangerous 
travelling at this time; and was, after 2 
hard day's journey, brought into a painful 
exerciſe at night, in which I had to trace 
back, and view over the ſteps I had taken 
from my firſt moving in the viſit; and tho? 
I had to htnvail ſome weaknefs which, at 
times, had attended me, yet — not 
find that I had ever given way to a vril- 
fab diſobedience: And then as — 1 
had, under a ſenſe of duty, come thus far, 
L was now: carneſt in ſpirit beſeeching the 
Lord to ſhew me what I ought ta da In 
this great diftreſs I grew jealous of myſelf, 
— — of — as à man 
ettlod to per ſevere t dangers, or 
the fear of diſgrace ariſimg on my return 
ing without: Performing the vide; might 
have ſome place in me: Thus T kay, Fal 
of thoughts, great part abi the night, while 
my beloued companion lay and pt by 
me; till the Lord, my gracious Fe 5 
who ſaw : the confliche of; my ſoub was 
pleaſed! to give quietneſs: Fhen I was again 
ſtrengthened to commit my life, and all 
_ 5 — into his 1 
ds 


EX 


070 and. e a little f eden ccd dy, 
when morning came we pd. 204] 

On the fourteenth day of the Guth month, 
we ſought out and viſited | all the Indians 
hereabouts that we could meet with; they 
being _ in one place, about a mile from 
where we lodged, in all perhaps twenty 
Here I expreſſed the care I had on my nt 
for their good; and told Mas that true 
love had made me willing thus to leave my 
family to come and ſee the Indians, and 
ſpeak with them in their houſes. Some 
of them appeared kind and friendly. 80 we 
took our leave of theſe Indians: And went 
up the. river Suſquehannah, about three 
miles, to the houſe of an Indian, called Ja- 
cob January, who had killed his hog; and 
2 makin Kore of bread, and 

to move up the river. Here our 

dots let their canoe when they came down 

in the ſpring, which, lying dry, was leaky ; 
a that we, being detained ſome bours, | 
deal of friendly converſation with 

the family; and eating dinner with them, 
we made them ſome f preſents. Then 
putting our e in the canoe, ſome of 
them puſhed ſlowly up the ſtream, and the 
reſt of us rode our horſes; and ſwimming 
them over a creek, called Lahawahamunk, 
we pitched our tent a little above it, being 
a ſhower in the evening : And in a ſenſe of 
God's goodneſs in helping me in my diſtreſs, 
ſuſtaining me under trials, and inclining 
a r * 
| umble 
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humble bowed Gs: of. mind, and had 4 
ocmfortgble night's lodging. 

On the fifteenth day of the fixth nl I 
we proceeded. forward till the afternoon ; 
when a ſtorm appearing, we met our canoe 
at an appointed place; and the rain conti- 
nuing, we ſtayed all night, which was ſo 
heavy, that it beat thro our tents, and wet 
us and our baggage. 

On the a. nf 8 we 1 on our 5 
way, abundance of trees blown down with 
the ſtorm yeſterday ; and had occaſion, reve- 
rently to conſider the kind dealings of the. 
Lord, who provided a ſafe place for us in a 
valley, while ſtorm continued. By the 
falling of .abundahce of trees acroſs. our path, 
we were much hindered, and in ſome ſwamps 
our way was ſo. ſtopped, . that we One: 
with extream difficultix. 

I had this day often to conſider myſelf a as 
a ſojourner in this world; and a belief in 
the Alf of God to ſupport his peo- 
ple in their Pilgrimage felt comfortable to 
me; and I was induſtriouſly boys to get 
to a ſtate of perfect reſignation. 

We nem faw out canoe. but at appoint- 
ed places, by. reaſon of the path off 
from the river: And this afternoan, : J 6 hi- 
laway, an Indian from Webaie ne who 
talks good Engliſh, | and is acquainted. with 
ſeveral people in and about Philadelphia, met 
our people on the river; and underſtandin 
where we expected to lodg back 
un ſix miles, anc 


k ' 
came to us after n 
1 > ? * 89 ˖ o Y Pons 
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| 3 eee 3 1 2 be 
ard work pu ſtream told 
ur that an A raves 1 in hafte to their 
town yeſterday, and told them, that three 
warriors coming from fome diſtance, lodg- 
ed in a town above Wehaloofing a few rights 
paſt; and that theſe three men were g 
_ the Engliſh at Juniata. Job was 
going down the ri _ to the province-ftore 
at 8 in. The 1 was ſo far favoured 
with health 28 to ens travelling, yet 
thro' the various difficulties in our journey, 
and the different way of living from what 
I had been uſed to; I grew fick: And the 
news of theſe warriors being on their march 
fo near us, and not knowing whether we 
might not fall in with them, was a. freſh 
trial of my faith; and the thro! the ſtrength 
of divine love, 1 had ſeveral times been 
enabled to commit myſelf to the divine diſ- 
poſal, I ſtill found the _ of my h 
to be renewed, that T mi re there 
in; and my cries for help — put up to 
the Lord, who, in great merey, gave me a 
reſigned heart, in whieh 1 +. — XK I | 
| the ſeventeenth day, 1 m Job 
5 Chilaway, we went on, and! reac m_—_ 
loofing about the middle of the afternoon : 
and the firſt Indian that we ſaw, was & wo- | 
man of a modeſt countenance, ' with a Bible, 
v ho firſt ſpake to our guide; and then, with 
a harmonious voiee, expreſſed her gladneſs 
at ſceing ns, having before heard of our 
0-7 ue "then, by the direction of 61 our guide, 
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we ſat down on a log and he went to the 
town, to tell the we were come. My 
oompanion and I ſitting thus together, in a 
deep inward ſtillneſs, the poor woman came 


and ſat near us; and great awfulneſs com- 


ing over us, we rejoiced in a ſenſe of God's 
love manifeſted to our poor ſouls. After a 
while, we heard a conkſhell blow ſeveral 
times, and then came John Curtis, and 
another Indian man, who kindly invited us 
into a houſe near -= town, 2 we . | 
I ſuppoſe, about ſixty peo itting in 11- 
— — after ſitting a — — ſtood 
up, and in ſome — of ſpirit . ac- 
quainted them with the nature of my viſit, 
and that a concern for their good had made 
me willing to come thus far to ſee them: 
All in a few ſhort ſentences, which ſome of 
them underſtanding. interpreted to the 
others, and there appeared gladneſs amongſt 
them. Then I ſhewed them my certificate, 
Which was explained to them; and the Mo- 
ra vian who overtook us on the n. being 
now here, bade me welcome. 

On the eighteenth day, we reſted ourſelves 
this — and the Indians knowing that 
the Moravian and I were of different reli- 
jon: ſocieties, and as ſome. of their people 

ad encouraged him to come and ſtay a 
while W them, were, I believe, concerned, 

that no jarring or diſcord might be in their 
meetings: And they, I ſuppoſe, having con- 
| ferred together, acquainted me, that the 
ere at my requeſt. would. at any time, 
come 
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I felt on my mind for the 
pe: and that I believed no ill effects would 
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come together, and hold meetings; and alſo 


told me, that they expected the Moravian 
would ſpeak in their ſettled meetings, which 
are commonly held morning and near even- 
ing. 80 1 found liberty in my heart to ſpeak 
to the Moravian, and told him of the care 
good of theſe peo- 


ow if, if I ſometimes ſpake in their meet- 
ings When love engaged me thereto, with- 
out calling them together at times when they 
did not meet of courſe: Whereupon he ex- 
preſſed his good-will toward my ſpeaking 
at any Hind; 4 all that T found in my heart 
to ſay : S0 near evening I was at their meet - 
ing, where the pure goſpel love was felt, to 
the tendering ſome of our hearts; and the 
interpreters endeavouring to acquaint the 
e with what I ſaid, in ſhort ſentences, 
found ſome difficulty, as none of them were 
quite perfect in the Engliſh and Delaware 
tongues, ſo they helped one another, and we 
laboured along, divine love attending: And 
afterwards - feeling my mind covered with 
the fpitit of prayer, I told the interpreters 
that I fonnd it in my heart to pray to God, 
and believed, if I prayed aright, he would 
hear me, and expreſſed my willingneſs for 
them to omit interpreting; ſo our meeting 
ended with a degree: of divine love: And 


before the e went out, I obforved Pu- 
nehang (t man who had been zealous | 
n labouring for a reformation in that town, | 

being then — _—y ſpoke to one of the 


interpreters: : 


— 
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interpreters: And I was afterwards told that 
he ſaid in ſubſtance as follows; I love to 
feel where words come from.” _ | 
On the nineteenth day, and firſt of the 
W this morning in the meeting the In- 
dian who came with the Moravian, being al- 
ſo a member of the ſociety, prayed; and 
then the Moravian ſpake a ort time to the 
people: And in the afternoon, they coming 
together, and my heart being filled with a 
heavenly care for their good, Lake to them 
2 while by interpreters; but none of them 
| being wriblt in / the work, and I feeling the 
current of love run. ſtrong, told the inter- 
preters, that I believed —— of the pepple | 
would underſtand me, and ſo I proceeded 
In which exerciſe, I believe the Holy & 
_. wrought on ſome hearts to — . — 
all the words were not underſtood. I look- 
ed upon it as a time of divine 2 and 
my heart was tendered and truly t 
before the Lord; and after I fat down, one 
of the interpreters ſeemed ſpirited to give the 
Indians the ſubſtance of what I had aid, 
Before our firſt meeting, this morning, 1 
was led to meditate on the manifold diffi- 
culties of theſe Indians, who, by the per- 
miſſion of the Six Nations, dwell in 1 
parts; and a near ſympathy with them was 
raiſed in me; and my heart being enlarged 
in the love of Chriſt, I thought that the af- 
fectionate care of a good man for his only 
brother in affliction, does not exceed what I. 
an felt ol that 8 ä 


1 came | 
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I came to this place thro much trou- 
ble; and tho', thro the mercies of God, I 
believed, that if F died in the journey, it 
would be well with me; yet the thoughts 
of falling into the hands of Indian war- 
riors, were, in times of weakneſs, afflicting 
to me; and being of a tender conſtitution 
of body, the thoughts of captivity amongſt 
them were, at times, grievous; as ſuppoſing, 
that they being ſtrong and hardy, might de- 
mand fervice of me beyond what I could well 
bear; but the Lord alone was my 1 5 
and I believed, if I went into ca _e 
would be for ſome good end; and t 
time to time, my mind was centered: i 1 —— 
nation, in witch I alway s found quietneſs. 
And now, this da 7 I had the ſame 
dangerous wilderneſs betagen me and home, 
I was inwardly joyful that the Lord had 
ſtrengthened me to come on this viſit, and 
manifeſted a fatherly care over me in my 
de lowly condition, when in mine own eyes 
apycarce inferior to many — the In- 
Clans, x 
When the laſt mentioned meeting was 
| hide it being night Papunehang went to 
bed; and one of the interpreters ee by 
me, I obſerved Papunehang ſpoke an 
harmonious voice, I ſuppoſe, a ade or 
two: And aſking the interpreter, was told, 
"that © he was expreſſing his thankfulneſs to 
' God for the favours he had received that 
day; and prayed that he would continue to 
favour him with n ſame, which he had 
| experienced 
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experienced in that meeting. That tho 
Papunchang had before agreed to receive the 
Moravian, and join with them, he. ſtill * 
peared kind and loving to uus. | 

Wo the-twentieth! --<þ 1 was at two meet- 

gs, and ſilent in them. r 

* twenty-firſt day. This morning in 
meeting my heart was enlarged in pure 
love amongſt them, and in W ſen- 
tences expreſſed feyeral things that reſted up- 
on me, whick one of the interpreters gave 
the people pretty readily; after which the 
meeting, ended in fupplication, and I had 
cauſe bumbly to * e the loving- 
kindneſs of 35 Lord toward us; and then 1 
believed that a door remained open for the 
faithful diſci 8 of Joes Chriſt, io; Ber 
amonglt the 190 | 
I nowy foolivs, n do 35 at Uiberty to. re- 
turn, took my leave of them in general, at 
the concluſion of what I ſaid in meeting; 
and fo; we prepared te go home ward: But 
ſome ef their moſt active men told us, that 
when we were ready to move, the people 
would chooſe to come and ſhake hands with _ 
us; which thoſe who uſually came to meet- 
ing did: And from a ſecret. draught in my 
mind, I went amongſt ſome who did not 
uſe to go to meeting, and took my leave of 
them alſo: And the e at his, Indian 
interpreter, appeared reſpectful to us at part- 
285 This t n on the bank of Suſ- 

uehannah, and conſiſts, I believe, of about 
ex houſes, moſtly Sem pal together; Ra 
about 
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about thirty feet long, and eighteen wide? 
ſome bigger, ſome leſs; moſtly built of ſplit 
plank, one end ſet in the: ground, and the 
other pinned to a plate, on which lay 'raf- 
lers, and covered with bark. I underſtand 
a great flood laſt winter oyerflowed the chief 
part of the ground where the town ſtands; 
and ſome were now about „ ee their | 
- houſes to higher ground. , 

We 4 7 only two Hides" to be our 

any; but when we were ready to go, 

we oo many of them were going to Beth. 
lehem with ins and furrs, who! choſe. to 
go iti company with us: So they loaded two 
canoes, which they deſired us 10 go in, tell- 
ing us, that the waters were fo raiſed with 
the rains, that the horſes ſhould be taken by 
ſuch who were better acquainted with the 
fording places: So we, with ſeveral Indians, 
went 54 the canoes, and others 8 on 
hotſes, there being ſeyen beſides 9 And 
we weis with the horſemen dees on the 
way: appointment,” and then near night, 
a little below a branch called Tankhannah, 
we” lodged there; and ſome of the young 
men going out alittle before duſk: with their 
guns, brought in a'deer. 
On the twenty- ſecond day, thes' aue once, 
we reached Wioming before night, s 
derſtood the Indians were oft dive. 
this place: Here we went up a ſmall e 
into the woods with gur canoes, ac Þ 
ing our tent, carried out our ; and 
Bekope dark c our horſes came 0 us. 288 51 
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On the twenty- third pen in the morning 
their horſes; were loaded, and | 
our baggage and ſo ſet: —_ by in all 
fourteen ; and with Go) 5 travelling were 


=O 


favoured to get near half way to Fort-Allen. 
The land on this road agg 9 to our 
frontier being - moſtly poor, and good graſs 
ſcarce, wg choſe a piece of low ground to 
: = on; as the beſt for graſing; and 1 
wag ft —— — 5 in travelling, and being 
eary ſlept found; I perceived in the night 

* I had taken cold, of which, I . r 
voured to get better ſounn. 

On the twenty-fourth day WE paſſed. F 918 8 
Allen, and lodged near it in the woods, 

Having forded the wyſterly branch of De- 
| lawars tits times, and ther had a ſhorter 
blue mountains, e | l 1 Bigge, in 
the ſecond time fording, where the river cuts 
thro' the mountain, the 3 being rapid 
and pretty deep, and my gompanjon'g mare 
being a I; tracbleanimat, he 8 17 
drove het back. thre the river, and th 
loaded her with the burdens) of ſome; ! | 
horſes, which they thought not Fuffigient to 
_ come thro with their loads. fc 

The troubles weſtward, and the difficulty 
for Indians to paſt thro en ap- 
prehend was one reaſon why ſo. many eame; 
as expecting that our being in company, w 
prevent the ware e tony being 
Wees dee 1s en 
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On the Wa day we reached Beth- 
Feen, taking care on the way to keep fore- 
moſt, and to acquaint people on and near 
the road [who theſe Indians were; This we 
found very needful ; for the frontier inhabit- 
ants” were often alarmed at the report of 
En; iſh being killed by Indians weſtward, 
Amongſt” our- company were ſome be 
did not remember to have ſeen at meeting, 
and ſome of theſe at firſt were very reſerved; - 
but we being ſeveral days together, and be- 
having friendly toward them, and making 
them ſuitable returns for the ſervices they 
did us, they became more free and fociable. 
On the twentyrſixth day and firſt of the 
week, having carefully endeavoured to ſettle 
All affairs with the Indians relative to our 
journey; we took leave of them; and 1 
thought they generally parted with us af 
fectionately; ſo wre getting to Richland, had 
a very comfortable meeting amongſt {our 
friends: Here I parted with my kind friend 
and companion Benjamin Parvin; and ac- 
companied by my friend Samuel Foulk, we 
rode to John Cadwallader's; from hence 8 
wag ic gp" the next day, where I found 
middling well; and they and my 
fands 45 fl ay appeared. glad 10 fo me re- 
turn from a journey which they rehend- 
ed dangerous: Bug my mind, abr e was 
out, had been ſo 4 5 boy in ſtriving for a 
perfect reſignation, and I had ſo oſten been 
confirmed in a belief, that whatever the 
Lord might be pleaſed to allot for me, _ 
e work 
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work for good: I was careful leſt 1 ſhould 


admit any degree of ſelfiſhneſs in being glad 


overmuch, and laboured to improve by thoſe 
trials in ſach a manner as my gracious Fa- 
ther and protector intends for me. Between 
the Englith: inhabitants and Wehalooſing, we 


had only a narrow path, which in many pla- 


ces is much grown up with buſhes, and in- 
terrupted by abundance of trees lying acroſs 
it, cheſe, together with the mountains, ſwam 
and rough ſtones, make it a difficult road to 
travel; ànd the more ſo, for that rattleſnakes 
abound there, of which we killed four: 
That people Who have never been in ſuch 
I ot only taught —— 1 
ut 1 was not only tau tie ut 
made thankful to God, who th oo led mę a- 
bout and inſtructed me, that I might have a 
quick and lively feeling of the afflictions of 
my . whoſe ſituation in Uſe 
en. * KA Neha SAN 3 V 8 1 
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hin 1 1-1 ag A 7. i 
Al aebi, converſation with 4 — net 1e 


Jae Smith's Aue, 2 of the\procredings of 4 
- 3 cemininter, at the yearly-mecting in 1764 — Cn. 
tenplaribnt on the nature e true wiſtom, occa· 
| one by. hearing of the cruelty. of the. Indians 
. 20. thair captives —» is .viſting the Families of 

Friends at Mount: Holly, Mansfield and Burlings 


ion in 1764, and the meetings on the ſea: coaſt 
from Cape May toward õguan in 1565, in com. 

with John Sleeper with ſome i account A 
Fee Nichols and Tis-followers, and ene | 
5 'on the differen Kale of 1 the PTY feithers i in * 
\ Jaſuanis. who depended an their own labour, and 
1 hoſe, ef the. ſouthern, provinces who. kept nagroe 
——His wifiting the northern parts of Neu, 
Ferſey the ſame year, and the weſtern parts of 
Maryland and Pennſylvaniq in 1767, and af: 
 ferwards other parts of Pennſylvania and the far 
milies of friends at Mouni-Holly; and again ſe: 
vera parts of Maryland in 1768— Further 
. on keeping ſlaves, and his concern 
Fer having formerly, as an executor, been party 
to the ſale of one; and what he did in conſee 
quence of it ——Thoughts on friends exerciſing 


ffices in civil govern ment. Hs 
THE 
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HE latter part of the ſummer, 1763, 
there came a man to Moynt-Holly, 

hk had before publiſhed, by a e ad- 

vertiſement, that at a e ick-houſe, 


he would ſhew many wonderiy nee 
1 be therein enumerated, . 


hie Sand 10 che 0 WILT ph by 
fight of hand, ſundry 7 — Whicho to 
r aan R „ 


e ent e 1 Deestag wy il . un⸗ 
derftanding that the ſhew was to be conti- 
nued Kuck next ni ht. and the people to meet 
about fun- ſet, an exerciſe on that! ac- 

count: 80 I went to the publick-houſe in 
the evening; and told the man of che houſe 
that I had an inclination to ſpend a | 
of the evening there; with which ha) f gni- 
fed that he ns content. 'Then fitting $048 
by the dor, I ſpake ta the people as they 
came together, conoerning this and 
more coming and ſitting * Kan with us, the 
feats at the door roll filled; and I 
had \converſation with them. "is the fear of 
the Lord, and laboured to convince them 
that thus aſſembling to fee thoſe tricks or 
lights of hand, and beſtowing their money 
to 0 ae men whom that . ff 
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under a 
friends in ſubſtance as follows: 
That he had been a member of our ſociety 
upwards of ſixty years, and well remembered 
that in thoſe early ti 
e minded people; and that there was 


: we 


— — conforming 


"as: theſe things became more prevalent, 1 
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the reaſonableneſs of their proceedings here 


in; but after conſidering ſome texts of ſcrij 


ture, and calmly” debating the matter, 


int. So having ſpent about an 


ve up the 
them, hows _ why! mind ea 


ur amon 


55 I departed. 


At our app . at Philadelphia, 0 on 
the twenty-fifth day of the: ninth month, 


1764, John Smith of Marlborbugh, aged 
_ * upwards of eighty: years, a faithful 'miniſter, 


tho' not eloquent, ſtood up in our meeting 
of miniſters and elders, and ap 13 to be 
great exerciſe of t 


4 pan 


friends were. a plain 


tenderneſs and contrition in their 

5. —That at twenty years from that 

e ſociety increafing in wealth, and in 
to the faſhions of the 
world, true — = was leſs rent, and 
their meetings in general not ſo lively and 
edifying That at The) end of forty years, 
many f them were nl very rich; that 
wearing of fine garments, and uſing of 
ſilver (and other) wat es, became cuſtomary 
with A EY and their daughters, and 
m : the ſociety made a ſpecious appear- 
8 the world; which marks of outward 


wealth and greatneſs, appeared on ſome in 
our meetings of miniſters and elders; and 
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the powerful overſhadowings of the Holy 
. Ghoſt were leſs manifeſt in the Society — 
That there had been a continued increaſe of 
theſe ways of life even until now; and that 
the weakneſs which hath now overſpread 
the ſociety, and the barrenneſs manifeſt 
amongſt us, is matter of much ſorrow.” 
He then mentioned the uncertainty of his 
attending theſe meetings in future, expeQ- 
ing his diſſolution was now near; and hay- 
ing tenderly expreſſed |; his eoncera for us, 
ſignified that he had ſeen in the true light 
that the Lord would bring back his people 
from theſe things into which they were thus 
degenerated, but that his faithful ſervants 
muſt firſt go thro great and heavy exerciſes 
hn Um 

On the twenty-ninth day, the committee 
appointed by the yearly-meeting to viſit 
the quarterly and monthly meetings, now 

ve an account in writing of their proceed- 
ings in that ſervice; in which they ſigni- 
fied, that in the courſe of it, they had been 
apprehenſive that ſome perſons holding of- 
fices in government, inconſiſtent with our 
principles; and others who kept ſlaves, re- 
maining active members in our meetings of 
diſcipline, had been one means of weakneſs 

more and more prevailing in the manage- 
ment thereof in ſome places. After this re- 
port was read, an exerciſe revived on my 
mind, which, at times, had attended me ſe- 
veral years, and inward cries to the Lord 
Vere raiſed in me, that the fear of man 

15 5 might 


& 


K 
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might not ptevent me from doing what he 
required of me; and ſtanding up, 1 ſpake 
in ſubſtance as follows: * I have felt a ten- 
derneſs in my mind toward perſons, in two 
circumſtances mentioned in that report; 
hat is toward ſuch active members 0 
— and ſuch who hold offices in ci- 
w; government ; and have defired, that 
friends in all their conduct may be kindly 
_ affeGtioned one toward another. Many 
friends, who keep | aves, are under ſome 
exerciſe on that unt; and; at times, 
think about trying them with freedom; bat 
find many things in their way: And the 
way of living, and annual expences of ſome 
of them ate ſuch, that it ſeems impractica- 
ble for them to ſet their ſlaves free, without 
changing their own way of life. It has been 
my lot to be often abroad: And I have ob- 
ſerved in ſome places, at quarterly and year- 
ly-meetings, and at ſome houſes where tra- 
velling friends and their horſes are often 
entertained, that the yearly ex of in- 
dividuals' therein is very conſiderable : And 
friends in ſofne — — crouding much on 
perſons in theſe circumſtances for entertain- 
ment, hath often reſted as a burden on my 
mind for ſome years paſt; and I now _ 
preſs it in the fear of the Lord, greatly de- 
ſiring that friends now proſent may duly 


5 conſider it.” 


In the fall of this year, having hired a 
man to work, I perceived in converſation 


that t he had been a ſoldier in the late war on 
| 18 
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this continent ; and in the evenin g, pi iving 1 | 


narrative of his captivity amongſt the Indians 
he informed me that he ſaw two of his fel- 
low captives” tortured to death in WONG | 
el manner. 
This relation affected me wich ſadneſo un- 
der which I went to bed; and the next morn- 
ing, ſoon after I awoke, a freſh and living 
ſenſe of divine love was ſpread over my mind; 
in which I had a renewed proſpect of the na- 
ture of that wiſdom from above, which leads 
to a right uſe of all gifts, both ſpiritual and 
temporal, and 1 ves content therein: Under 
a feeling tl I wrote as follows: | _ 
„ Hath He, who gave me a being attend- 
ed with many wants unknown to brute- 
ereatures, given me a capacity ſuperior to 
theirs? and ſhewn me that a moderate ap- 
plication to buſineſs is proper to my preſent 
condition; and that this, attended with his 
bleſſing, may ſupply all outward wants, 
while they remain within the bounds he 
hath fixed; and no imaginary wants | 
ceeding from an evil ſpirit, have any place 
in me? Attend then, O my ſoul! to this 
pure wiſdom, as thy ſure conductor thro” 
the manifold dangers in this world!” 
»Doth pride lead to vanity? Doth vani- 
ty form imaginary wants? Do theſe wants 
prompt men to exert their power in requi- 
= is of others, which themſelves. would 
> de 2 1 were the ſame re- 
| « « Do 
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.«, Ds . thoſe proceedings beget had 
thoughts 7 Do hard- thou hts, when ripe 9 5 
become malice? Does malice, when ripe, 
become reyengeful; and in the end inflict 
terrible pains on their fellow-creatures, and. 
ſpread deſolations in the world? 
hs Doth -mankind, walking in uprig hineſs, 
delight in each other's IN id 
theſe creatures, capable of this attsinnient 
by giving, to an evil ſpirit, employ 
their wit and d flrength to afthe and de roy 
one another? 
Remember then, 0 my foul! the quie- 
tude of thoſe in whom Chriſt governs, and in 
all thy proceedings feel after it? 
. Both he condeſcend to bleſs thee with 
f bis preſence? To move and influence to 
action ? To dwell in thee, and walk in thee? 
Remember then thy ſtation, as a being ſa- 
cred to God: hacer: of the ſtrength. freely 
offered thee ; and take heed that no-weak- 


_ neſs, in conforming: to expenſive, unwiſe, 


and hard-hearted cuſtoms, gendering to diſ- 
cord and ſtrife, be given way to. Doth he 
claim my body as his temple? And graci- 
ouſly grant that I ma be ſacred to him. 
Oh! that bat l may prize. this favour; and that 


my whole life. may be conformable to this 
character!” _ 
5 85 Remember, 2 my foul! that the prince 
of peace is thy Lord: That he communicates 
his unmixed wiſdom to his family; that 
| they, living in * * may give 
ied no 


* 
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no juſt cauſe of offence to any creature, 
but may walk as he walked!” _ 

Having felt an openneſs in my heart to- 
ved viſiting families in our own meeting, 
and eſpecial 
the place of my abode, I mentioned it in 
our monthly-meeting the fore- part of the 
winter 1764; which being agreed to, and 
ſeveral friends of our meeting being united 
in the exerciſe, we 
thro' divine Gioia: were helped in the work, 
ſo that it appeared to me as a freſh reviving 


of godly care amongſt friends: And the lat- 


ter part of the ſame winter, I joined my 
friend William Jones, in a - viſit to friends' 


families in Mansfield; in which labour, I 


had cauſe to admire the goodneſs of the 
Lord toward us. 


Having felt my alas” drawn toward a 


viſit to friends: along the ſea-coaſt from Cape 
May to near Squan; and alſo to viſit ſome 
people in thoſe parts, amongſt whom there 
is no ſettled worſhip; I joined, with my be- 
loved friend Benjamin Jones, in a viſit there, 
having friends 8 therein: And ſetting off 


the twenty- fourth day of the tenth month, 


1765, we had a proſperous and very ſatis- 
factory journey; feeling, at times, thro' the 
goodneſs of the heave y Shepherd, the - 
pel to flow freely toward a poor people ſca 
tered in thoſe places: And ſoon after our 8 
turn, I joined my friends John Sleeper and 
Elizabeth _— in — friends families 
Qt — 9 


in the town of Mount-Holly, 


., proceeded therein; and 
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at Burlington, there being at this * 
about fifty families of our ſociety in that 
city ; and we had cauſe humbly to adore 
our heavenl Father, who baptized! us into 
— the ſtate of the people, and 
| ene . to 100098 i neee, . love 
t 
e hayinig) at times, tor Sina 
years attended me, in regard to paying a 
religious viſit to friends on the Eaſtern Shore 
of Maryland: Such was the nature of this 
exerciſe, that I believed the Lord moved me 
to travel on foot amongſt them, that by ſo 
travelling I might have a more lively feeling 
lh the condition of the oppreſſed flaves, ſet | 
er F a — the way of 
temptation to unprofitable converſe,” CCG 
The time now drawing near in which I 
believed: it my duty to lay my concern before 
our monthly-meeti 1 deived in con- 
verſation with my beloved friend John Sleep- 
er, that he was under a concern to travel 
the ſame way, and alſo to travel on foot in 
the form of a ſervant amongſt them, as he 
— it. This he told me before he knew : 
ught of my exerciſe.” 
ſe pere — drawn the 10 way, FRE) 
our exerciſe and the nature of it before 
friends; and obtaining certificates, we ſet 
off the ſixth day of the fifth month, 1766; 
and were at 4 .— with friends at Wil- 
e * Little-Creek and Mo- 
therkill LK 


U *% 5 
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therkill; my heart being ſundry times ten- 
dered under the divine influence, and en- 
larged in love toward the poopie 1 
whom we travelled. 
From Motherkill, we — the country 
about. 2 — whey had friends at — : 
hoe in Maryland, a Mn re 
and at Marſhy- Creek. 
At theſe, our three 3 _ were n 
conſiderable: number of people, followers of 
one Joſeph. Nichols, a preacher; Who, J un- 
derſtand, is not in outward. fellowſhip with 
any religious ſociety of people, but rofl 
cth nearly the ſame principles as our ſociety 
doth, and often travels up and down ap- 
ing meetings, to which many people 

e: I heard ſome friends ſpeaking of ſome 
of their neighbours, who had been irreligi- 
ous people, that were now. his followers, and 
were become ſober wrongs men and 


women. 
Some — OE 1 heae, Udon: hoon 
| amongſt the at ſeveral of his meet- 


ings; but from the whole of what I have 
perceived, I believe the man and ſome of his 
followers, are honeſtly diſpoſed; but that 
ſkilful fathers are wanting among them: 
From hence we went to Choptank and 1 
Haven; and thence to Queen Ann's. 
weather having ſome days paſt been 1 
dry, and we to attend meetings purſuant to 
appointment, having travelled pretty ſteadily, 
and had, hard labour in meetings, I grew: 
a N22 weakly 
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* at which I was for a time diſcow- 
raged; but looking over our journey, and 
thinking how the Lord had ſupported our 
minds and bodies, ſo that we got forward 
much faſter than I expected before we came 
out, I now faw that I had been in danger of 
too ſtrongly deſiring to get ſoon thro the 
journey, and that this . bodily weakneſs no- 
attending me was a kindneſs to me; and 
then, in contrition of ſpirit, I became very 
thankful to my gracious Father, for this ma- 
nifeſtation of his love; and in humble ſub- 
— to his will, . traſt was eee in 
him. 
On this part of our j journey, 1 had many 
thoughts. on the different circumſtances of 
e who inhabit Pennſylvania and Jer- 
y, from thoſe who dwell in Maryland, Vir- 
ons and Carolina. Pennſylvania and New- 
gi erſey were ſettled by many friends, who 
were convinced of our 1 in England 
in times of ſufferings, and coming over, 
bought lands of the natives, and applied 
themſelves to huſbandry in a peaceable way; 
and many of their r ee were eien to 
labour for their living. 
Few friends, I believe, came of Eng- | 
land to ſettle in any of theſe ſouthern pro- 
vinces; but by the faithful labours of tra- 
velling friends in early times, there were con- 
ſiderable convincements amongſt the inhabi- 
tants of theſe parts. Here I remembered my 
reading of the warlike diſpoſition of 9 
VS $1 o 
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of the firſt: ſettlers in thoſe provinces, and 
of their numerous engagements with the na- 
tives, in which much blood was ſhed, even 
in the infancy of thoſe colonies. Theſe peo- 
ple, inhabiting thoſe places, being grounded 
in cuſtoms — to the pure truth, when 
: _— of them were affected with the power 

preachi of the Word of Life, and 
| joined in fellowſhip with pur kee, 

— a great work to gott It is obſerva- 
ble in dhe Hiſtory e the Reformation from 
Popery, that it had a gradual progreſs: from 
age to age: The uprightneſs of the firſt 
reformers, in attending to the light and un- 
derſtanding gi ven them, opened the way for 
ſincere-hearted people to proceed fatthes af; 
terward; ard thus each one truly fearing 
Jod, and labouring in thoſe works: of righ- 
teouſneſs appointed for him in his day, 
findeth acceptance with him: Tho, thro' 
the darkneſs: of the times, and the corrup- 
tion of manners and cuſtoms, ſome upright 
men may have had little more for their day's 
work than to attend to the righteous princi- 
ple in their minds, as iti related to their own 
condud! in life, without pointing out to 
others the whole extent of that, which the 
ſame principle would lead . 
into. Thus for inſtance; amongſt wy 

preffed 


rious warlike people, ſupported N 
flaves, ſome of theſe: maſters, I ſuppoſe, are 


h ned to: feel and ſee their error; and, 
thro' ns Ga ms ceaſe from oppreſ- ä 
ſion, 
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fion, Ore become like fathers to their ſer- 
vants; ſhewing, by their example, a pat- 
tern of humility in living, and moderation 
in governing, for the inſtruction and admo- 
nition of their oppenthng neighbours; thoſe 
without carrying the reformation; further, 
J believe have found nce with the 5 

Lord. Such was the beginnin and thoſe 
who ſucceeded them, and have faithfully. a t- 
tended to the — foirit of the re- 
formation, have ſeen the nebeſſity of pro+ 
ceeding forward; and not only to inſtruct 
others, by their example, in governing well, 
but alfo to uſe means to prevent their ſuc- 
ceſſors from . ſo r en to op- 
pres others. 16 03-9} 4 OST 
"Here I was nendwedly; ;contfirmed! in my 
mind, that the Lord (whoſe: tender mercies 
are over all his works, and whoſe eat is open 

ories and groans of the oppreſſed) is 
nin on the hearts af peo | 
from the deſire of wealth, 


gr u 
and bring them into fuch an humble, lowly 
— — that they may fee their way 


clearly, to repair to the ſtandard of trus 
Pet and nat only brrak the yoke 
oppreſſion, but know him to be their 
ris. bid ee in a 2 outward 
affliction. - in e . mi 
We — Getier erofſed C Cheſter 
had a meeting there. and at Cecil and Saſſa⸗ 
fras. Thro' my bodily iweakneſs; joined with 
N. 5. — of _— it was to: me an 
— 


ef JOHN WOOLWAN, 183 


humbling diſpenſation, and I had a very 
livel) feeling of the ſtate of the oppreſſed; 

. often bt, that what I 7 pared 
little, compared with the ſufferings. of the 
bleſſed Jeſus; and many of his Faithful. fol- 
lowers; and may Ne with N 85 
_ made content. 

From Saſſafras we — protey dined | 
Maar: where we found our families _ 
and for ſeveral weeks after our return, I had 
often to look over our journey: And tho te 
me it appeared as a ſmall ſerviee, and that. 
ſome faithful meſſengers: will yet have more 
bitter cups to drink in (thoſe ſouthern pro- 
vinces for Chriſt's fake than we had yet I 
found peace in that I had been helped to 
walk in ſincerity „aecording to the under- 
ſtanding and fircngth giver nge. 
On the thirteenth: day of the th 
monthy 1766, with the unity of friends, at 
our monthly: meeting, in company with my 
beloved friend Benjamin Joni, 12 fer out on 
a viſit to friends in the upper part of this 

provinoe, having had drawings of love in 
my heart that way a conſiderable time: We 
travelled as far as Hardwiek ; and I had i in- 
ward rye teat my labours of love amongſt 
them. Ati obi Sei re : 

Thro' the humbling: Ae ON 0 Di- 
vine Providence, my mind hath been brought 
into a fuither feeling of the difficulties of 
friends and their ſervants fouth-weſtward : 
"my © hg often engaged in ſpirit on their 


account 
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account, I believed it my duty to walk into 
ſome parts of the weſtern ſhore of Mary- 
land, on à religious viſit: And having ob- 
tained a certificate from friends of our month- 
| ly-meeting, I took my leave of my family 
under the heart-tendering operation of truth; 
and on — 1 9 — the fourth 
month, 1 rode to the ſite to 
Philadelphia,” and from thence: — — 
William Horne's at Derby that evening; and 
next day purſued my journey alone, and. 
reached Concord week-day meeting. 
Diſcouragements and a weight of diftreſk 
had, at times, attended me in this loneſome 
walk; thro' which afflictions, I was merci- 
fully preſerved: And now fitting down with 
friends, my mind was turned toward the 
Lord, to wait for his holy leadings who, 
in infinite love, was pleaſed to ſoften my 
heart into humble contrition, and did re- 
newedly ſtrengthen me to go forward; that 
to me it was a time of ep . refreſhment 
in a ſilent meeting. 

The next day I came to Ner- Garden 
esl. meeting, in which I ſat with bow- 
edneſs of ſpirit ; and being — into a 
feeling of the ſtate of ſome preſent, the 
Lord gave us a heart-tendering ſeaſon ; ta 
his name be the praiſe. | 

I paſſed on, and was at Nottingham: aback; 
ly-meeting; and at a meeting at Little Bri- 
tain on firſt-day : And in the afternoon ſe- 
"me e came to the houſe where 1 


n 
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lod ged, and we had a little afternoon · meet 
; and thro the humbling power of truth, 
I had 30) admire. the loving-kindneſs of the 
Lond manifeſted . 
On hs t . ſixth day, Tem Saf- 
aielinnng coming amon e in 
Nane, eaſe ; greatneſs,.. 0 le on the 
labour of ſlaves, my heart was. much . affeQ}- 
ed; and in awful retiredneſs, my mind was. 
gathered inward: to the Lord, being humbly 
engaged that in true reſignation I might re- 
ceive inſtruction from 8 i reſp HS, 3 
duty amongſt this peopffeei 2 
Tho travelling on foot was weari ſome to 
my body; yet thus travelling, was ud 
able to the Nate, of my mind. nf 
I went gently, on, being, wookls s 7 and was 
cayated with forrow and — on = 
count of the ſpreading prevailing ſpirit 4 | 
this world, introducing cuſtoms. grievous and 
oppreſſive on one hand, and cheriſhing ptide 
and wantonneſs on the other. In this lonely 
walk, and ſtate of ſement and bumilis- 
bon, the ſtate of the church in theſe 
was opened before me; and I may truly 7 
with the prophet, 1 Was bowed down at 
the hearii ng; of des I was diſmayed '; he 
« ſeeing — Fry it.“ Under this 2 ** at- 
tended hs, -quarterly-mectin t Gunpow- 
der; and,, in bowedneſs of Dog I; had 10 
open, with much plainneſs, what I felt re- 
— friends living in fulneſs, on the la- 
baurs of * poor oppreſſed e and 


7 
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that promiſe of the Moſt High was now re- 
vived: I will gather all nations and 
_ „ "tongues ; and they hall come and ſee my 
bY = ere the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
his taſting death for every man, and the 

| 57 Lolferings, and martyrdoms of the 
| es, and primitive chriſtians, in labour- 
ing for the converſion of the gentiles, was 
livingly revived in me; and according to the 
meafure of ſtrength: afforded!” I laboured in 
ſome tetiderneſs of ſpirit, being deeply af- 
fected amongſt wel And thus the differ- 
ence between the pre eſcnt treatment which 
theſe gentiles the negroes receĩve at our 
hands, and the labours' of the primitive 
chriſtian for the converſion” of the gentiles, 
was preſſed 1 me, and the power of truth 
brag over us; 5. under a feeling iof Which, 
mind Was united to a tenderchearted 
. in thoſe parts; and the meeting con- 
TR ec in a ſenſe” 'of God's Spodgefg toward 
ident children. Rin bin 
y was a general meeting for 
ſhip, muc crouded; 5 Whieh 00 
bs ly engaged in inward eries to che Lord 
fox Help, that I might ſtand wholly reſigned, 


s horn ble | de 


and move only as he mi it {ed to 
lead me: An 1 was merci pity th to la- 
bouf honeſtly. and fervently am them, 
in which. H found inward peafe; ang the i- 


cere were comforted.” Ha SH 
From hence T turned Wand ip 
aud paſfed on to the'Red-Lands'; 


ns 


$87 Ut 


zetings - friends in thoſe 

parts. My heart was often tenderly affect i 
ed, under a ſenſe of the Lord's — 
ſanQifying my troubles and exerciſes, tarn- 
ing them to my — F believe, to 
the benefit of many others; for, I may ſay 
with thankfulnefs, that in this viſit, it ap- 
ke a et azo nome. viſtation-1n 


Ser ohen 0 Oh Aniyit to 


of JOE T 
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mr rg — — 
| — — was content : —_— 
the uarter meeting of worfhip ended, I 
felt d e 
ing of buſmmeſs; Which was very fulb: And 
here the humility of ſeſus Chrifty 8 a Put- 
tern for us to — by, was li vingly opened 
before me; and in treating on it;; my heart 
was enl ; andtit was a baptiaing time. 
From — -went on; and way: — 
ings at Concord; Middletown, Providence, 
and Haddonfield, and ſti home; where 1 
found my family well? N — — 
merciful pte ſervation in this my nen 
cites reverent thankfalneſs to him 
On the >fecond damcio6rithei riindhbolonkh, 
1767, with the unity 
on a viſit to friends in the upper part of 
Berke and 'Philadelphia-' counties'; was at 
g etings 6 weeks ae b 
er N ve. 


of! friends I!:f6t off 
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have amn cauſe to bow in reverence be- 
fore the Lord, who, by the — 
ings of his humbling goodneſs, opened my 
way yy friends, Aud made the meet - 
ings (L truſt) profi table to us. And the win- 
ter following, 2 friends on à viſit to 
N friends fami lies, in ſome part of our meet- 
ing; in which exerciſe, the pure influence 
of divine love, made our viſits reviving.” 
On the fifth day e the fifth month, 1768, 
1 left. home, under the —ů— ͤ— 
the Lord, having obtained 2 ro 
order to vifit ſome meetings ryla 
and ny — — — 
eſt to math l 1 ——— quarterly: meetings at 
Philadelphia and Concord; and then went 
on to nder river 3 and croſſing the Bay 
with friends, was at the yearly-meeting at 
Weſt-River ; thence back to Cheſter River; 
and taking a few meetings in my way, pro- 
ceeded home. It was a journey of much in- 
_ ward waiting; and as my eye was to the 
Lord, way was, 3 I 


| umbliag] "admiration, when thi 8 ap- 
. very difficult. bbef Is 
1 Ti mn revurn, 1felt arch ef mind, 


comfortable to me; havi 
laboured in much plairineſs, 
ſelected, and in the more — — ; 
'So that (I truſt) the pure witneſs, in many 
minds, Was rand. 01 ile 86 

The eleventh day of the ſixth month, 
2769. e happened of late 


Jears: 


Q' 
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years, within the limits of our monthly- 
meeting, reſpecting that of exerciſing pure 
righteouſneſs toward the negroes; in which 
I have lived under a labour of heart, that 


equity might be ſteadily kept to. On this 


account, I have had ſome cloſe - exerciſes 


amongſt friends; in which, I may thank- 


fully ſay, I find peace: And as my medita- 


tions have been on univerſal love, my'own 


grievous to me. E ee, 

As perſons ſetting negroes free in our pro- 
vince, are bound by law to maintain them, 
in caſe they have need of relief; ſome who 
ſcrupled keeping ſlaves for term of life, in the 
time of my youth, were wont to detain 
their young negroes in their ſervice till thir- 


conduct in time paſt, became of late very 


ty years of age, without wages, on that ac- 


count: And with this cuſtom I ſo far agreed, 
that I, being joined to another friend, in 
executing the will of a deceaſed friend, once 
ſold a negro lad till he might attain the age 
of thirty years, and applied the money to 
the uſe of the eſtate. e 
With abaſement of heart, I may now ſay 
that ſometimes, as I have ſet in a meeting, 
with my heart exerciſed toward that awful 
Being, who reſpeteth not perſons nor co- 
lours, and have looked upon this lad, I have 
felt that all was not clear in my mind re- 
ſpecting him: And as J have attended to this 
exerciſe, and frequently ſought the Lord, it 
hath appeared to me, that I ſhould make 


ſome 


— — 


eee, ee eee 
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ſome reſtitution, but in what way 1ſaw not 
till lately; when being under ſome concern, 
that I may be reſigned to an viſit to 

ſome part > the Weſt-Indies; and under 
cloſe engagement of ſpirit, ſeoking to the 
Lord for counſel herein: That of my joining 
in the ſale aforeſaid, came heavily upon me 3; 


and my mind, for a time, was covered with 


darkneſs and ſorrow; and under chis ſore 
affliction, my heart was ſoftened to receive 
inſtruction: —_ here I firſt ſaw, that as I 
had been one of the two executors, who 
| had ſold this lad nine years longer than is 
common for our own children to ſerve, ſo 1 
ſhould now offer a part of my ſubſtance to 
redeem the laſt half of that nine years; but 
as the time was not yet come, I executed a 
bond, binding me, and my executors, to 
pay to the man he was ſold to, what to can- 
did men might appear equitable, for the 
laſt four years and 2 hal of his time, in 
caſe the 4d youth ſhould be living, and in a 
condition likely to Neo ride — for 


5 himſelf. 


The ninth day of the tenth month, 1769. 
My heart bath often been deeply afflided 
under a feeling I have had, that the — 
ard of pure righteouſneſs, is not lifted up to 
the people by us, — — in that clear- 

neſs Wayeh it 3 have bean, — we been 
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Chriſt's government hath been opened in my 
underſtanding; and under this exerciſe, that 
of friends being active in civil ſociety, in 
putting laws in force which are not agreeable 
to the purity of righteouſneſs, hath, for ſe- 
veral years, been an increaſing burden upon 
me; having felt, in the opening of univerſal 
love, that where a people convinced. of the 
truth of the inward teachings of Chriſt, are 
active in putting laws in execution, which 
are not conſiſtent with pure wiſdom, it hath 
a neceſſary tendency to bring dimneſs over 
their minds: And as my heart hath been 
thus exerciſed, and a tender ſympathy in me 
toward my fellow members, I have, within a 
few months . paſt, in ſeveral meetings for 
_ diſcipline, expreſſed my concern on this 

ſubject. | 
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CHAP. Ho 


Under a bodily indi e, ad _ by. ab- 
Atinence, much weakened; and his mind, at that 
time, exerciſed for the good of the people in the 
 Weſt-Indies---—His afterwards communicating to 
js friends his being reſigned to vifit ſome of theſe 
wi iNands—The Rate of his mind; and the cloſe con- 
* Aderations he was led into, while under this. ex- 
erciſe.— is preparations to embark,” and his con- 
\ fiderations on the trade to theſe iſlands; and, his 
being, when the veſſel was ready to ſail, releaſed 
From the concern he had been under His religious 

engagements after his return me His  fickneſs, 
in which he was brought to 4 very low fate ; ; a 

the proſpetts he then had. 


* 


HE twelfth day of the third 8 | 
having, for ſome years paſt, dicted 
et on account of a * gathering on 
my noſe ; under this diet, 1 grew weak in 
body, and not of ability to travel by land 
as heretofore: I was at times, favoured to 
look with awfulneſs toward the Lord, before 
whom are all my ways, who alone hath the 
power of life and death; and to feel thankful- 
neſs raiſed in me, for this his fatherly chaſtiſe- 
ment, believing, * I was truly humbled un- 


der 
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der it, all would work for good. While I 


was under this bodily weakneſs, my mind 
being, at times, exerciſed for my fellow- 


creatures in the Weſt-Indies, I grew jealous 


over myſelf, leſt the diſagreeableneſs of the 
proſpe ſhould hinder me from obediently 
attending: thereto : For tho I knew. not that 
the Lord required me to go there; yet I be- 


lieved, that reſignation was now called for 
in that reſpect: And feeling a danger of not 
being wholly devoted to him, I was fre- 


quently engaged to watch unto prayer, that 


might be preſerved; and upwards of a year 


having paſſed, I walked one day in a ſolitary 
wood, my mind being covered with awful. 
neſs, cries were raiſed in me to my merciful 


Father, that he would graciouſly keep me in 
faithfulneſs; and it then ſettled on my mind 
as a duty, to open my condition to friends 


at our monthly-meeting; which * * 1 ſoon 


after,, as follows 


An exerciſe eee me for Sons 


time paſt, and of late been more - weighty 


upon me; under which, I believe it is re- 


quired of me to be reſigned to go on @ viſit 
to ſome part of the Weſt-Indies :” And in the 

uarterly and general ſpring 3 I 
found no clearneſs to expreſs any thing fur- 


ther, than that I believed reſignation herein 
was required of me; and having obtained _ 
certificates from all ſaid meetings, i felt like 
a ſojourner at my outward habitation, kept 
free from : worldly: encumbrances, and was 
35 | Oo often 


veſſel likely to ſail from 


e \ ; 
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often bowed in ſpirit before the Lord, with 

—_ inward breathings to him, that I might be 
righily directed. And I may here nate, that 

what I have before related of my bein 


then young, joined as an executor wit 
another friend, in executing the will of the 
deceaſed, our having fold a negro; lad till he 
might attain the age of thirty years, was 
now the occafion of great ſorrow to me: And 
after having ſettled matters 1 to this 
youth, I provided a ſea· ſtore and bed, — 
— for the voyage; and hearing of a2 
Philadelphia for Bar- 
badoes, I N ee eee 
Burlington, and ſoon after went to Phila- 
his on purpoſe to with him again: 
At which time he told - thenb was a friend 
in town who was part / owner ef the faid 
veſfet; but I felt no inclination to ſpeak with 
dim, but returned home: And a while- after, 
I took leave of my family; and going to Phi- 
ladelphia, had ſome weighty converſation 
with the ſirſt- mentioned owner, and n 
him a writing, as ſollodẽw-V ass 
On the twenty fifth day of the ie 
month, 1769, as an exereiſe, with reſpoct 
to 4 viſit to Barbadoœs, hath been wei htz 


tals > have; at times, rejoiced, in chat 1 
have felt my own'felf-will ſubjected .. 
Lone, ſome" years ago, retailed ibis 
fugur, and molaſſes, the _—_— of the * 
SO BR 


_of JOHN WOOLMAN. 101 


of ſlaves; but then, had not much conce 
about them, ſave only that the rum might 


be uſed in moderation; nor was this concern 


ſo weightily attended to, as I now believe it 
ought to have been: But of late years being 
pgs informed, teſpecting the oppreſſions 
er ;exerciſed. in | theſe iſlands, and 
that are in 

nection⸗ aid fellowſhip: with 
the — == of 2 Ephe. v. 11. And 
feeling an inereaſing concern to be N 
given up to the leadings of the Holy Spirit, 
it hath appeared, that the ſmall gain I got 
3 this branch of trade, ſhould be applied 
in promoting righteouſneſs on the earth ; and 
were the fitſt motion toward a: viſit. to Bar- 
badoes: I believed the autward' ſubſtance I 
poſſeſs ſhould: be applied in paying my paſ- 
ſage, if I go, and providing things in 4 low- . 
ly: 2 for my ſubſiſtance; but hen the 
time drew» near, in which, I believed it re- 
quired: of me to be in readineſs, a difficulty 
a; which bath den a 2 tryal for 
ome 4 under which," I have, 

ö 1 from day to day, | 
4 1. inſtruction; and often 

of the condition of one for- 
merly, who who bewailed! bimſelf, for that the 
Lord hid bis face from bim. During theſe 
exerciſes,” m heart hath deen oſten contrite; 
and Þ have had a tender feeling of the temp- 
tations of - ee Enis un- 


9 
£7 


_ 


feos Ls 8 that there is weak Chriſt, 2 
Cor. vi. 3. and ſometimes in the renewings of 
goſpel love, Rove" an iped to minkfior to + 

others 2H ennie MeL l 
Fhat b hats fa clotly . — my 
mind; in ſeeking to the Lord for inſtruction 
is whether, after ſo full information of the 

p reflion the: Haves im the De lie 


Lad in — — and — 
Great-Britain and her colonies, (wrote: by 
Anthony Benezet) it is ri ht | force; to take 
a paſſage in pay emplo in the Weſt⸗ 
India trade * 611} 2005 12 Handi "of 
Jo trade freely with oppreſſors, n 
out labouring to diſſuade — — 
treatment, ſeek for gain by ſuch traffick, 
tends, 1 — to uke r ne 
bej. i dhe exciſe: of, . 
was humbly and —— thoſe 
in with whom they have commerce; 
and that complaint of the Lord by his pro- 
phet, © They have ſtrengthened the hands 
% of the vwricked, hath: very often revived. 
| in my mind; and Lmay hefe add ſome cir- 
eumſtances preceding any proſpect of a vi- 
fit there: TI — David hath often been 
before me of late years: He longed for ſome 
water in a well beyond an army: of Philiſ- 
tines, at war with Iſrael; and ſome of his 
men, to pleaſe him, ventured their lives | in 
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It doth not appear that the Iſraelites were 
then ſcarce of water, but rather, that Da- 
vid gave way to delicacy of taſte; but hay- 
ing thought on the danger theſe men were 
expoſed to, he conſidered this water as their 
blood, and his heart ſmote him that he could 
not drink it, but poured it out to the Lord. 
And the oppreſſion of the flaves, Which I 
have ſeen in ſeyeral journies ſouthward, on 
this continent, and the report of their treat- 
ment in the Weſt· Indies hath deeply affect- 
ed me; and a care to live in the ſpirit of 
peace, and miniſter juſt cauſe of 1 to 
none of my fellow. creatures, hath, from 
time to time, livingly revived on my mind; 
an under this exerciſe, I, for ſome years 
iſt, Treg. ns A 7 palate wall. hols 
fugars,” 

4: I dot not» | cenfute ny Aretha fa alc 
— but believe the Father of mercies, 
to whom all mankind by ereation are 

uy _ Hath heard the groans of theſe 
oppre people; and is preparing ſoon to 
have a tender feelin of wels bane 4 And 
the trading in, or frequent uſe of, any pro- 
duce known to be raiſed by the labours of 
thoſe who are under ſuch lamentable oppreſ- 
ſion, rs Tue appeared to be a ſubject. wehich 
| more require the ſerious conſidera» 
| tion of the bumble follows: of Chriſt, 50 
prince of peace. 

After long and n eee 1 a 
now free to mention how things have open- 
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ed in my mind, with defires that if it may 
pleaſe the Lord, to further open his will to 
any of his children in this matter, they may 
faithfully follow bim i in ſuch further mani- 
feſtation. 33 | 
1 — of thoſe- 950 dielive the 
| ws of the Weſt- India produce, on account of 
the hard uſage of the ſlaves who raiſe it, ap- 
/pears' ſmall, even amongſt people truly pi- 

dus; and the labours in, chriftian love, on 

| that ſubjeQ, o of thoſe: not very 1 
tenſi ve. 
64 Wore the toute) ens this clatneat © 
the Weſt-Indies to be quite ſtopped at once, 1 
believe wma A there would ſuffer for want of ; 
broad: re 
Did we on en ee ede the in | 
habitants of the Weſt-Indies generally dwell 
in pure righteouſnefs, I believe a ſmall trade 
between us might be right: That under theſe 
conſiderations, When the thoughts of wholly 
declining the uſe of — veſſels, and of 
trying to hire a veſſel to go under ballaſt 
have aroſe in my mind, I have believed that 
. the labours in goſpel love, yet beſtowed in 

the cauſe of univerſal righteouſneſs, M00 

arrived to that height.” 

If the trade to the Weſt · Indies were no 
more than was confiſtent with pure wiſdom, 
I bel believe the paſſage-money would, for 
| reaſons be higher than it is now; and | 
under deep exerciſe of mind, I have believed, 3 
that I ſhould not take the advantage of this 
great trade, and ſmall paſſage- money.; but 
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as 2a teſtimony in favour of leſs trading, 
ſhould pay more than is common for others 
to pay, if 1 go at this Hater” [2-2 12124, 
The firſt-mentioned owner having. Nad 
the paper, expreſſed a willingneſs to go with 
me to the other owner; and we going, the 
ſaid other owner read over the paper, and 
we had fore folid converſation z under 
whieh, I felt - foul bowed in reverence 
before the Moſt High : And at length, one 
of — aps, | I would go and-feo the 
veſſel? But I had not clearneſs in my mind 
to go; but went N lodgings, and fes 
tired in private. . 

I was new under great ee e 
and my tears were poured out before the 
Lord, with in ward cries, that he would gra- 
ciouſſy help me under theſe trials. 
Iz this eafe, I believe my mind was re» 
ſigned, but did not feel cleatneſy to pro- 
ceed; and my own weakneſs, and the neceſs 
Sy of divine ſig ion, was imprefſed up- 
was for «tha bac who knew not 
what to do, and was toſſed as in a tempeſt 1 
under which afflition, the doctrine of Chriſt 
Take no thought for the morrow,” arvſe 
livingly before me. I remembered it was 
fortie days before _— expected the veſſel to 
ſail, and was favoured to get into a good 
degree of ſtillneſs; and having been near 
two days in town, I believe my obedience to 
my heavenly Father conſiſted in one: 
; me- 


* 


end. 
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homeward; and then I went oper amongſt 


friends on the Jerſey ſhore, and tarried till 


the morning on vrhich they had appointed 
to ſail; And a8 1 lay in 3 the latter part 


of that night, my mind was comforted; and 


I felt what I eſteemed a freſh confirmation, 
that it was the Lord's will, that I ſhould paſs 
| thro! ſome further exerciſes near home. 


So 1 went home, and. fill felt like a ſo- 


_ Journer with my family: And in the freſn 
ſpring of pure 1 hh had 70 labours in a 


private way amongſt friends, on a ſubjed 


relating to truth's teſtimony; under which, 


I had freqently been exerciſed 1 heart for 5 
ſome years. I remember, as I walked on the 
road under this exerciſe, that paſſage in Eze- 


kiel came freſh before me: Whitherſoever 


their faces were turned, thi ther they went.“ 


and I was graciouſly helped to diſcharge my 


duty, in the fear and dread of the Almighz 
5 Want At few weeks, it leaſed the 1 to 


viſit me with a pleuriſy and after I had 


lain a few days, and felt the diſorder very 
grievous, I was thoughtful how it mig ht 


I had of late, thro various | exerciſes, 
been much weaned from the pleaſant things 


of this life; and I now thought, if it was 


the Lord's will to put an end to my labours, 
and gracioufly receive me into the arms of 


85 _ Kana wane: by Wr to me: 


but 
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but if it Was his will to farther reſine me 
under affliction, and make me in any de- 


| os gree, - uſeful in his church, I deſired _ to 


die. I may, | with thankfulneſs, Jays that 
in this caſe 1 felt reſignedneſs wrought- in 
me, and had no inclination; to ſend for a 
doctor; believing, if it was the Lord's will, 
thro outward means, to raiſe me up, ſome 
ſympathizing friends would be ſent to mini- 
ſter to me; which were accordingly:; But 
tho I was carefully attended, yet the diſ- 
order was, at times, ſo heavy, that 4. had 
no thoughts of recovery: One night in par- 
ticular, my bodily diſtreſs; was great; my feet 
grew cold, and cold increaſed up my legs 
toward my body; and at that time, A had 
no inclination to aſk my nurſe to apply any 
thing warm to my feet, expecting my end 
was near; And after I had lain near ten hours 
in this condition, I cloſed my eyes, thinking 
whether I might now. be dehyered out of the 
body; but in theſe awful moments, my 
mind was livingly opened to behold: the 
church; and ſtrong engagements were be- 
gotten in me, for. the eyerlaſting well-being 

of my fellow- creatures: And I felt, in the 
ſpring of pure love, that I might remain 
ſome time Jonges in the body, in filling up, 

according to my meaſure, . that which re- 
mains of the afflictions of Chriſt, and in la- 
bouring for the good of the church; after 
which, I requeſted my nurſe to apply warmth 
{9 my: feet; and I revived; And the next 
night, 
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night, feeling a weighty exerciſe of ſpirit, 


and having a ſolid friend fitting up with me, 
fad; "an: 


T requeſted him to write what 
he did, as follows: 
Fourth day of the a month, 1750, 


about five in the morning. I have ſeen in 


the Light of the Lord, that the day is ap- 


proaching, por the man that is the moſt 


in n policy, ſhall be the greateſt 
injuſtice, ſhall be broken to/pieces : The ene- 
mies of righteouſneſs ſhall make a terrible 
_ rattle, and ſhall mightily torment one ano- 
ther; for He that is ommipotent is riſi 


ed; and he commanded me to open 
the viſion.” 
Near a week after this, feeling my mind 


ee and will plead the cauſe of tha 


livingly e I ſent for a ns. ran who, : 


at m „ wrote as follows: 

be plac place of prayer is a habi- 
| 1 for F now ſaw that th — 
the ſaints were 1 — And a trum- 
pet was given me, that I might ſound forth 
this ge; that the children might hear 


it, and be invited together to this precious 
——·˙[— 2x4 of the ſaints, 
ari 


habitation, where 1 
as precious incenſe, up before the 
throne of God and the Lamb ſaw  thig 
habitation to be fafe; to be imwardly 
when there were grea Afreſngs and commo- 
tions in the world.” ah 


; and the: arm that is mighty to fupport 


quiet, 


2 Prayer, : 


ca ics £m .. . 
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is a precious place: The trumpet is Dunded 
the call goes forth to the church, that ſne 
gather to the place of pure inward prayer; 
and her habitation is ſe 1 5 1 Sire 


Hr. :KÞ 


His preparing ts viſt friends in England——HHis 
embarking at Cheſter, in company with Sanmel 
Emlen, in a ſbip bound to London His deep 
exerciſe, in obſerving the difficulties and hard- 
ſhips the common ſailors are expoſed to on 
deration3 on the dangers 10 which youth are ex- 
poſed, in being trained to a fea-faring life 5 au 
its inconfiteacy with a pious education H. 
thoughts in a florm at ſea : With many infliruc- 
tive contemplations an the voyage And his ar- 
rival at London. _ „„ 


AVING been ſome time under a reli- 
gious concern to prepare for croſſing 
the ſeas, in order to viſit friends in the north 
ern parts of England, and more particularly 
in Vorkſhire: After weighty conſideration, I 
thought it expedient to inform friends, at our 
| | monthly- 
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—— at Burlington, of it; who 
having unity with me therein, gave me a 
certificate; and | afterwards communicated 
the ſame: to our quarterly-meeting, and they 
likewiſe certified their concurrence therewith. 
Some time after which, at the general ſpring- 
meeting of miniſters and elders, I thought 
it my duty to acquaint them of the religious 
exerciſe which attended my mind; with 
which, they likewiſe ſignified their unity by 
a certificate, dated the twenty-fourth day of 
the third month, 1772, dirocded to friends 
in Great- Britain. 
In the fourth month bl 1 thought 
the time was come for me to make ſome en- 
quiry for a ſuitable conveyance ; being ap- 
prehenſive, that as my concern was princi- 
pally toward the northern parts of England, 
it would be/ moſt proper to go in a veſſel 
bound to Liverpool or Whitehaven: And 
while I was at Philadelphia, deliberating on 
_ this occaſion, I was informed, that my belov- 
ed friend Samuel Emlen, jun. intended to 
go to London; and had taken à paſſage 
De himſelf in the cabbin of the ſhip, called 
Mary and Elizabeth, of which James Sparks | 
was maſter, and John Head, of the. city of 
Philadelphia, one of the owners; and I feel- 
ing a draft in my mind toward the ſteerage 
of the ſame ſhip, went firſt and 2 to 
| Samuel the feeling I had concerning 
My beloved friend wept when ke to 
= nad _ e ghd ay 1 had! 21 2255 
0 
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of (pon ng i in the veſſel with him, tho” my 
proſpect was toward the ſteerage; and he 
offering to go with me, we went on board, 
firſt 2 the cabbin; a commodious room, 
and then into the ſteerage where we ſat 
down on a cheſt, the ſailors' being buſy 
about us: Then the owner of the thip eue, 
and ſat down with us. 

Here my mind was timed toward Chriſt 
the heavenly counſellor ;' and I feeling, at 
this time, my own will wangen, oy are . 
was contrite before him. 

A motion was made by the owner, to 80 N 
and ſet in the cabbin, as a place more re- 
tired; but I felt eaſy to leave the ſhip, and 
made no agreement as, to a paſſage in her; 
but told the owner, if I took a paſſage in the 
ſhip, I believed it would be in the ſteerage; 
but did not e Sr as to oy! nne in 
that caſe. 4 dt Ja 

After I r to ay wins: ane dhe caſs 
was a little known in town, a friend laid be- 


fore me the great "inconvenience attending a 
paſſage in — which, for a” time 
a _ very diſcouraging to me. SO eee 
n oon 


went to bed, and my Ain 
was under a deep exerciſe before the Lord; 
whoſe helping — Was manifeſted to me 
D and his love ſtrengthen- 
ed my heart: And in the morning, I went 
with — on board the ve 2 again; | 
and after a ſhort time ſpent therein, I went 
m — houſe of the 


owner; 
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owner; to whom, in the hearing of Samuel 
only, I opened my exerciſe, in ſubſtance as 
follows, in relation to a ſcruple. 1. felt with 
ow to a paſſage in the cabbin./:. + 
1 Ae owner, that on the autide of 
t of the ſhip where the cabbin was, 
ryed ſundry ſorts. of carved work- and 
Fawn * ids in the cabbin 1 obſerved ; 
_ ſome ſuperfluity of anon 7 
forts 4; and that ays 
men's reckoning, the for of money to be 
paid for a paſſage in that apartment, hack 
ſome relation to the. — in furniſhing it 
to pleaſe the minds of ſuch who gave way to 
à conformity to this world; and that in this 
caſe; as in other caſes, the monies received 
from the paſſengers, are calculated to anſwer 
every expence relating to their paſlage, and 
amongſt the reſt of theſe ſuperfluities: And 
that in this caſe, I felt a ſcruple with regard 


to 554075 "a "RW. 0 ep ou ex- 


owner, that I had, at ſeveral times. in my 
travels, ſeen great af s on this conti- 
nent; at which my beart had been much 
aſſected, and brought into a feeling of the 
ſtate of the luce And having many 
times been in the fear and love of 
_ God, to labour with thoſe under whom the 
oppreſſed have beten borne down and afflict- 
_ ed; I have often: perceived, that a view to 
| oh; oO and 2 eſtates |far:children, 


0 
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to live comfantable to cuſtoms, which ſtand 
in that ſpirit wherein. men. have regard. to 
tho honours of this world—that in the. pur- 
ſvit of theſe things, I had ſeen many entan- 
gled in the ſpirit of oppreſſion; and the ex- 
2 my ſoul had been ſuch, Fee 
not find peace, In Joining: in any t 

—— ſaw was againſt that that wiſdom which. is 


Ade e ber a. 5 the 
ficeraghy: and hearing in town that - Joſeph 
White had a deſire to ſee me, I en of e 
_ reviving of a defire to ſee him, and went 
then to his houſe, and next day home; where 
I tarried two nights: And then early in the 
morning, I parted with my family, under a 
Tenſe > the — hand of God _ 
nity: 100 Wo os. my beloved Fords, 
who appeared to be boncerned for me, on 
 abcount nh the unpleaſant! ſituation} of that 


C 4 


„ oo l 


In 3 tles opportunities my mind, this” the. 
mercies of the Lord, was — low, in an 
8 —— ed their deſire, th 1 _ 
having t re, that . 
bave à place more convenient than tho 
age, did not urge, but e diſpoſed: to 
leave me to the — wg 
Having ſtayed two nights i in Philadelphia, 


I went « the next day to Derby monthly-meet- 
© thro a _ 


ing; » 


3 


for nie help; and fle, 
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heart was * enlarged toward the 
= 1 en preſent ; under which I was 
| to labour i in dude tenderneſs of ſpi- 
rit. Then lodging es William Horne's, I, 
5 one friend, __ to Cheſter; Where : 
meeting with r mlen, we went wee 
board the firſt day of the fifth month, 17 | 


And as Þ fat down alone, on a ſeat / - hk 


deck, I felt a ſatisfactory evidence, that my 
| proceedings were net in my own will, but 
under the power of the croſs of Chriſt. 
Seventh day of the fiſth month: Have had 
rough weather, e „ 1. 2 on _ 
board; and t engers, James 8, 
John Till-Adams, hn Logan 2 | 
hired-maid, and John Biſpham, all ſea-ſick, 
more or leſs, at times; from which ſickneſs, 
thro the tender mercies of my heavenly Fa- 
ther I have been preſerved: My 3 
now: being of pic kind. 0! 557 
There „ openneſs in che i 
of the maſter of Uh tp and in the cabbin 
paſſengers toward me; we were often toge- 
ther on the deck, nk ſometimes i in the cab- 
bin. 
iy mind, dhe bs meccituk kelp of the 
Lord; hath” been'preſerved in a good degree 
watchful, and inward; and I have, this day, 
t cauſe to be thankful, in F thute 1 remain 
to 5 e of mind. 3 
2M $ ing in the cerage, now near 
= — afforded me ſundry opportu 
n of I and feeling, with 


reſpec 
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reſpect to the life and ſpirit: of many -poor 
Tailors: An inward exerciſe: of ſoul. hath at- 
tended me, in regard to placing out children 
and youth where they may be likely to be 
exampled and inſtructed in the pure fear of 
the Lord; and I being much amongſt the 
ſeamen, Have from a motion of love, ſundry 
times taken opportunities, with one of them 
at a time alone; and in a free converſation, 
laboured to turn their minds toward the fear 
of the Lord: And this day we had a meet 
ing in the cabbin, where my heart vas: en- 
trite under a feeling of divine love. 6: 

Now concerning lads being trained up as 
ſeamen : I believe a communication from one 
part of the world to ſome other parts of it, 
by ſea, is, at times, conſiſtent. with the will 
of our heavenly Father, and to educate ſome 
youth in the practice of ſailing, I believe 
may be right: But how lamentable is the 
preſent corruption of the world! How im- 
pure are the channels thro which trade hath 
a conveyance] How great is that danger, to 
which poor lads: are now expoſed,, when 
1 on rd cand. to learn the art of fail- 


in 

e la lads, training up for the Py ware : 
now on board this ſhip; two of them brought 
up -amongſt our ſociety z- one of which hath 

a right amongſt friends, by name James 
| Nailer, to whoſe * . Nailor, men- 
tioned in Sens 88 en * have 8 
been uncle. 28 3 Bln be 5: 

8171 loten 


1 1A ö 
I often feel a tenderneſs of heart toward 
pgs poor lads; and, at times, look at them 
the they were my children. according 
1 the fleſh. 7 + 7 5 
O that all may wi tied had Shes. of 
covetouſneſs ! O that all may learn of Chriſt, 
Who was meek and low. of heart! Then in 
faithfully following him, he wilt teach us to 
be content with AD dang raiment, without re- 
ſpect to the cuſtoms or honours of this world. 
Men thus redeemed, will feel a tender con- 
cern for their fellowecreatures, and a deſire 
that thoſe in the en ſtations may be aſſiſt- 
ed and encoura ”— —— of 
ſhips attain to t perfect avy of liberty, 
are doers of the ren OA be dieſe 
in their deeds, 
"A thip at ea” 


at '2 time. e „ 
Kiſing to work in the ch ih, 18 mots 1 
monly pleaſant in but in dark 
ny” nights it is _y even 


| each man —— furniſhed with all 
convenieneies: But if men muſt out at 
midnight to help to manage the fhip in the 
—— and havin tall room to fleep 3 la 

rments n, are often beſer to + 10 fart 
chem = the watch; their g 


their bufineſ —— 
wanting, mary not found; when from 


3 ncy occaſioned 4 b high winds, they 
ened and — vp ſuddenly: Here _ 
tr 
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trial of patience on the poor ſailors, and the 
poor lads their companions. 

If after they have been on deck fs 
hours in the night, and come down into the 
ſteerage ſoking wet, and are fo cloſe ſtowed 
that proper conyenience for change of gar- 
ment is not eaſily, come at, but for want of 
proper room their wet garments thrown in 
beaps, and ſometimes, thro much crowd - 
ing, are trodden under foot, in going to 
: — lod ings and getting out of them, and 

7. ties, at times, each one to find - 

is w_ Here are trials on the poor ſailors. 

Now as I have been with them in my 
lodge, my heart hath often yearned for 
them; and tender deſires been raiſed in me, 
that all owners and maſters of veſſels may 
dwell 1 on: oe of oy therein __ 

tly; and by ſeeking leſs for gain, an 

e carefully to their ways, ear- 
neſtly labour to remove all cauſe of provoca- 
tion from the poor ſeamen, either to fret or 
uſe exceſs, of. ſlrong drink; for, indeed, the 
poor creatures, at times, in the wet and cold. 
ſcem to apply to ſtrong drink to lupply 
the want of other convenience. 

_ Great reformation in the world is want- 
ing, and the neceſſity of it, amongſt theſe 
who: do buſineſs on great waters, bath, at 
this 38255 been e 
. 

The cighth "Ta af the fifth month — This 
mornit ig the . the wind; blew 


mrong 


A. 
1 


— — — ty — — — ip neens ney . oO > - comfy gs: r n 
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ſtrong from ſouth-eaſtward, and before noort 
increaſed to that degree that ſailing appeared 
dangerous: The ſeamen then bound up ſome 
of their ſails, and took down ſome ; and the 
ſtorm increafing, they put the dead lights, 
o called, into the e e a 
lighted a lamp as t ett. 0 ee 

The wind now blew vehemently, ö tand the 
ſea wrought to that degree, that an awful ſe- 
riouſneſs prevailed in the cabbin, in which 
I ſpent, 1* believe, about ſeventeen hours; 
for I believed the poor wet toiling ſeamen, 
had need of all the room in the © crouded 
ſteerage, and the cabbin cars. ae opal ; 057 
me frequent invitations, 

They ceaſed now from failing ; 9 1 put 
i the veſſel in the poſture, called lying-to. - 
My mind in this tempeſt, thro' the gra- 
cious aſſiſtance of the Lord, Was preſerved 
in a good degree of reſignation; Rand l felt, 
at times, a few words in his love to my 
ſhip-mates, in regard to the all-ſufficiency 
of Him who formed the great deep, and 
whoſe care is ſo extenſive, that a fparrow 
falls not without his notice: And thus in a 
tender frame of mind, ſpake to them of the 
neceſſity of our yielding, in true obedience, 
to the inſtructions of our heavenly Father, 
who ſometimes, "9" adverſitics, "intend- 
eth our-refinement, 0 4 Sh 

About eleven at Natit I went gut on the 
deck, when the ſea wrought exccedin ugly, and 
the e high foaming Ei all 2 mm 
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had in ſome ſort the appearance of fire; but 
did not give much, if any light. 

The ſailor, then at the helm. ſaid ba 
ws Ine: A corpoiant: at the head of the 
me 
About this time 1 able the maſter of 
the ſhip ordered the carpenter to keep on the 
deck; — tho' he ſaid little, I apprehended 
his care- was, that the carpenter with his axe 
micht be in readineſs, in caſe of any ertre. 
mity. | | 
Son after this, tha vehemeney oft the 
*_ abated; and before e _ 

n put the ſhip under fail. _ 
>The: tenth day of the month, and firſt 
of the week, it being fine weather, we had 
a meeting in the cabbin, at which moſt of 
the ſeamen were preſent: This mo to me 
was a ſtrengthening time. 

' The thirteenth day 45 the month; As) I 
continue to lodge in "the; ſteerage, I feel an 
openneſs this morning, to exprei 8 ſomething 
further of the ſtate of my mind, in reſpect to 
poor lads bound apprentice to learn the art of 
failing. As I believe failing is of ſome uſe in 
the world, a labour of ſoul attends me, that 
the pure counſel of truth may be humbly 
waited for in this caſe, by all concerned-1 in 

the | buſineſs of the ſeas, | 
A pious father, whoſe mind is Wee 
for the everlaſting welfare of his child, may 
not, with a peaceable mind, place him out 
to an W amongſt a people, whoſe 
| common 
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common courſe of life is manifeſtly corrupt 
and prophane; ſo great is the preſent defect 
amongſt ſea-faring men, in regard to piet 
and virtue: And thro' an abundant trat- 
fick, and many ſhips of war, ſo many 
ple are employed on the ſea, that this fabject 
of placing lads to che e N | 
ve weighty. _ 
Prophane examples are very corrupting, 
and very forcible. And as my mind, day 
after day, and night after night, hath . been 
affected with a ſympathizing tendernefs to- 
ward poor children, put to the employment 
of ſailors, I have ſometimes had weighty 
converſation with the ſailors in the' ſteerage, 
who were moſtly reſpectful to me, and more 
an more ſo the longer I was with them: 
They moſtly appeared to take kindly what I 
ſaid to them; but their minds have appeared 
to be ſo deeply impreſſed with that almoſt 
univerſal depravity amongft ſailors, that the 

| creatures in their anſwers to me on 
this ſubject, have revived in my remem- 
brance, that of the degenerate Jews a little 
| On. the e as repeated by Joepminn 
the prophet, © There is no hope.” 
| 7 under this exerciſe, a ſenſe of the 
deſire of outward gain prevailing amongſt 
us, hath felt — — and a ſtrong call to 
the profeſſed followers of Chriſt, hath been 
raiſed in me; that all may take heed, leſt, 
thro' loving this preſent world, they be 
found 1 in a continued neglect of duty, with 

** 
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e 4a — labour for a reformati- 


e as to every motion proceeding 
from the love of money, and an humble 
waiting upon God, to know his will con- 
cerning us, hath now appeared neceſſary : 
He alone is able to ſtrengthen us to dig deep, 
to remove all which lies between us and the 
ſafe foundation, and ſo direct us in our out- 
ward employments, that pure univerſal love 
may ſhine — in our proceedings. 
Deſires ariſing from the ſpirit of aa | 
are pure deſires; and when a mind, divinely 
opened toward a young — is made 


ſenſible of corrupting examples, 1 
worki „5 and extenſively cy ee among amongſt Ongy } | 
parrot hs he bac rs | 
2 of which I now honed) fhoquent cad | 
verſation among the > failors! : 
«A; great trade in that whieh is raiſed and 


1 thro' grievous: oppreſſion ?- 2 
A great trade in fuperſſuity of workin 
ſhip, formed to pleaſe . pride and vanity 
3 ie 1 
Great and extenſive. is that depravity, 
which prevails'am the poor failors! 
When I remember that faying of the Moſt 
High, thro' his prophet, - Ts 
have . they ſhew 
forth my! praiſe: And think of placing 
children amongſt them, to learn the practice 
of laying; the conſiſtency of it with a pious 
edaca- 
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education, ſeems to me like that mentioned 
by the eee 6 There is no anſwer from 
«God: 1 . 
In a world of danę rs and difficulties, like 
a deſolate thorny wilderneſs, how precious 
er comfortable! how ſafe! are the lead- 
ings of Chriſt, the good ſhepherd; Who 
ſaid, © 1 know my ſheep; oa am nen of 
| mine,” 1531 
The fixtcenth: day of the — Wind 
for ſeveral days paſt often high, what the 
failors call ſqually, rough ſea and frequent 
rains. This night a very trying night 
to the poor ſeamen; the water, chief part of 


the night, running over the main deck, and 


ſometimes breaking waves came on the quar- 
ter deck. The 1 e af the night, as 1 
lay in bed, my mind was humbled under 
the of divine love; and reſignedneſs 
to t great Creator of the earth — the 
ſeas, renewedly — in me, whoſe fa- 
therly care over his children felt precious to 
my ſoul: And defires were now. renewed in 

me, to embrace every opportunity of being 
inwardly acquainted with the hardſhips and 
difficulties of my fellow-creatures, and to 
labour in his love for the ſpreading of pure 
univerſal righteouſneſs on the earth. The 
opportunities being frequent of hearing con- 
verſation amongſt the ſailors, in reſpe to 

the voyages to Africa, and the manner of 
bringing the deeply oppreſſed ſlaves into our 
iſlands. The thoughts of their condition, 
| 7 in chains and fetters on board the 
= veſſels, 
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veſſels, with hearts loaded with grief, under 
the apprehenfions of miſerable. ſlavery; my 
mind was frequently opened to meditate: on 
thee: things 

On the ſeventeenth day of the month, and 
firſt of the week, we had a meeting in the 
eabbin; to which the ſeamen generally came. 
My ſpirit was contrite before the Lord; 
whoſe love, at this time, affected my heart. 

This afternoon I felt a tender — of 
ſoul, with my poor wife and family left be- 
imd in which ſtate, my heart was en- 
larged in deſires, that they may walk in that 
humble obedience wherein the everlaſting 
Father may be their guide and ſupport, thro 
all the difficulties in this world; and a ſenſe 
of that gracious aſſiſtance, thro which my 
mind hath been ſtrengthened to take up the 
croſs and leave them, to travel in the love 
of truth, hath begotten ee in my: 
heart to our great Helper. ' 

On the twenty-fourth day of the month, Y 
and firſt of the week, a 76645 pleaſant morn- 
ing: And as I ſat on deck, I felt a reviving. 
in my nature; which, thro' much rainy 
weather, and high winds, being ſhut up in 
a cloſe unhealthy air, was weakened. bi 
Several nights of late I felt breathing dif- 
ficult; chat a little after the riſing of the 
ſecond watch (which is about midnight) I 
got up, and ſtood, I believe, near an hour, 
with my face near the hatchway, to get the 


TRA air at the ſmall vacancy under the 
hatch 
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Hatch door; which is commonly ſhut down, 
3 to keep out rain, and ſometimes to 

eep the breaking waves from GS: into 
the ſteerage. 

J may, with thankfu nefs to the Father 
of mercies, acknowledge, that in my pre- 
ſent weak ſtate, my mind hath been ſupport- 
ed to bear the afſſiction with patience ; and 
have looked at the preſent diſpenfation as a 
kindneſs from the great Father of ' mankind, 
who, in this my floating pilgrimage, is in 
fome degree bringing me to feel that, which 
many thouſands of m fellow-oreatures of 
ten | fer in a greater degree. 

My appetite failing, the tryal hath been 
the heavier; and I have felt tender breath- 
ings in my ſoul after God, the fountain of 
comfort, whoſe inward help hath fupplied, 
at times, the want of - outward convenience: 
And ſtrong defires have attended me, that his 
family, who are acquainted with the mov- 
ings of his Holy Spirit, may be fo redeemed 
from the love of money, and from that ſpi- 
rit in which men ſeek honour one of ano- 
ther ; that in all buſineſs, by ſea: or land, 
we may conſtantly keep in view the coming 


” 1M his kingdom on earth, as it is in heaven; 


and by faithfully following this fafe guide, 
ſhew forth examples, tending to lead out of 
that under which the creation groans! 

This day we had a meeting in the cabbin ; 
in which I was favoured in ſome degree to 
experience the fulfilling of that: faying 8 
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prophet; *'The Lord hath been a ſtrength 
. — - 
their diſtreſs;” for which; my _— 3s . 
bowed. in thankfulneſs before him. 
The twenty-eighth day of the. month : 
Wet weather of late, ſmall winds in 
to calms; our ſeamen have caft a lead, 1 ſap 
poſe about one hundred fathom, but find no 
bottom: Foggy weather this morning 

Thro' the kindneſs of the great Pre- 
ſerver of men, my mind remains quiet; and 
a degree of exereiſe, from day to day, at- 
tends me, that the pure peaceable govern- 
ment of Chriſt may 1 and Naben 
amongſt mankind. 

The leading on of a | generation, in 
that pure way, in wine che wiſdom of this 
world hath no place: Where parents and tu- 
tors, humbly waiting for the heavenly Coun- 
ſellor, may example them in the truth, as it 
is in Jeſus. This, for ſeveral days, hath 
been the exerciſe of my mind; O how ſafe, 
how quiet is that ſtate, where the ſoul ſtands 
in pure obedience to the voice of Chriſt," and 
a watchful care is maintained, not to follow 
the voice of the ſtranger! 

Here Chriſt is felt to be ou ſhepherd; ind 
under his leading, are brought to a 
ſtability: And where he doth not fead for- 
ward, we are bound in the bonds of pure 
love, to ſtand ſtill and wait upon him. In 
the love of money, and in the wiſdom ef 

this world, buſineſs is ee then the 

urgency 
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urgency of affairs -puſh forward; nor can the 
— in this ſtate, diſcern the good Ro: er 
fect will of God concerning us. 

The love of God is — in graci- 
only calling us to come out of that Which 
in confuſion; but tif. we bow not in 
the name of Jeſus; if we give not up tho ſe 
proſpects of gain, which in the wiſdom of 
this world, are open before us, but ſay in 
our hearts, I muſt needs go on; and in go- 
ing on, I hope to keep as near to the purity 
of truth, as the buſineſs before me A ad- 
mit of. Here the mind remains entangled, 
and the ſhining of the light of 15 into the 
ſoul i is obſtructed. 
This query opens in my mind i in hs bore 
iſt, | \ hem ſnall a pious father place 

ug fon ap on: to be inſtructed in the 
practice of croſſing the ſeas; and have faith 
to believe, that Chriſt, our holy Shephard, 
leads him to place his fon. there? 
_ .Stirely. the Lord calls to mourning and 
deep humiliation, that in his fear we may 
be. inſtructed, . and. led ſafely. on thro' the 
| it difficulties and perplexities. in this ig 
ſent age. 

In an entire * of our will, the 
Lord iouſly opens a way for his le, 

Sas þ their — are bounded . - 

— — ; and here we experience the ſub- 

ſtance of what Moſes the prophet figured out 

in the water of enen as a . ion 
K ˖ ˖˙ | 2 

Eſay 
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Eſau is mentioned as a child red all over- 
ne a hairy garment: In Eſau is repreſented 
the natural will of man. In preparing the 
water of ſeparation, a d heifer without f 
blemiſh, on which there had been no yoke, 1 
was to be flain; and her blood fprinkled by 1 
the prieſt ſeven times toward the tabernacle 1 
of the congregation: Then her ſkin, her | 
fleſh, and all pertaining to her, was to be 5 | 
burnt without the camp; and of her aſhes li 
the water was prepared Thus the erucify- 1 
ing the old man, or natural will, is re ep | 


ſented : And hence comes a ſeparation 


that carnal man, which is death. _ "| 
He who toucheth the dead body of: a 
64 man, and purifieth not himſelf with the 
water of ſeparation, he defileth the taber- 
“ nacle of the Lord; he is ene Numb. - 
kin. qe rn eee none | 2 E. 
If any theo? the love of gain, 0 for 
inte buſineſs, wherein they dwell as a- 
mongſt the tombs, and touch the bodies of 1 
thoſe who are dead: If theſe, thro the in- 18 
finite love of God, feel the power of the 
croſs of Chriſt to crucify them to the world, il 
and therein learn humbly to follow the di- 1 
vine leader: Here is the judgment of this 1 


world — here the F 'of this world is caſt lt 
'out. G8 4517 > es dias 1s; l 1 3 
. The water of pie is felt; and tho 
We have been amongſt the ſlain, And thro”. 
the deſire of gain have touched the dead bo- 
dy hen man; 1 in the purifying” ket 
. 1 
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Chriſt, we are waſhed in the water of ſepa- | 
ration, are brought off from that 2 
from that gain, and from that | fellowſh 
which was not agreeable to his holy w 
And 1 have felt a renewed. mma in 
the time of this voyage, that the Lord, in 
his infinite love, is calling to his viſited chil» 
dren, ſo to give up all. outward. poſſeſſions, 
and means of getting treaſures, that his Ho- 
ly Spirit may have free courſe in their hearts, 
and direct them in all their proceedings. 

To feel the ſubſtance. ee: -at in this 
figure, man wa know a 5 bo his own. 

Will Pe -- Ak: 

45 No man can. (fre God. and, lives; This 
1 Moſes the 


As * comes on our — 4 wills, — a 
2 is formed in us, the heart is purified, 
and prepared to underſtand clearly. « Blefſ- 
<,cd.;are the pure in heart, for they ſhall 
ee God.“ In purity of heart, the mind is 
divinely opened to behold the nature of uni- 
verſal righteouſneſs, ot the righteouſneſs of 
the kingdom of Ged. Ne man bath ſeen 
„che Fathe ou dave he that is of Oo he 
4. hath ſeen.) the Father: ot 0. » a 
The natural mind is active about the | 
things, of this life and in this natural acti- 
propoſed, and a will in us 

10 ge forward in i, Aud as long as this na- 
rid FORRING vnfubjeged, long there 


{i 14 100 $ : remains N 
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remains an obſtruction again the clearneſs 
of divine light operating in us; but when 
we love God with: all our heart, and with 
all our. ſtrength, then, in this love, we love 
our hbours as ourſelves; and a tender- 
— is felt toward all people for 
whom. Chriſt died, even ſueh who as to out- 
ward circumſtances may be to us as the Jews 
were to the Samaritans, Who is my neigh- 
bour? See tis queſtian een rs aun Sa- 
viour, Luke x. 3e 
la this love we can Gow that: Jeſus in the 
Lond; — — in our ſouls, ma- 
nifeſted in a full reformation of our lives, 
wherein all :things/-are new, and all things 
e — — Cor. v. 18. in chis ih _ 
1 18 ils 5: 
— — honeſtly. followed. in 
this light of truth; and people become dili- 
gent.in buſineſs, **: fervent in ſpirit 3 ſerving 
the Lord: RoOm. xii. 11. Here the name 
is opened: This is the name by which;he 
„ ſhall; be called. THE LORD OUR 
LES HTEOUSNESS:” Jer. xxiii. 6. 
Oh, hom precious 49 this name]! It. is like 
ointment: out. The chaſte virgit 
in love with the Redeemer; and for the 
moting his peaceable kingdom in the — 
are content to endure hardneſs like f 
diers; and ate ſo ſeparated. in ſpirit,, from 
the deſire of riches; that in their employr 
ments they become extenſively careful to give 
none offence, neither to Jews nor Heathen, 
vor the church of Chriſt. 


On 


2 ů Vl Ante —— ᷣ per wie 


On the thirty-firſt day wy the month, and 
Arft of the week, we had a meeting in the 
cabbin, with near all the ſhip's company; 
the whole being near thirty. In this meet- 
ing the Lord, in mercy, ven us with 
the: extendings of his love. | 
The ſecond day of the arth At Laſt 
evening the ſeamen found bottom at about 
ſexenty at hon: l 97 > 
"This morning fair — and infant : 
And as I fat on deck, my heart was over- 
come with, the love of Chriſt, and melted in- 
to contrition before him: And in this ſtate, 
the proſpect of that work, to which I have 
felt my mind drawn :when- in my native 
land, being in "ſome degree opened before 
me, I felt like a little child; and my cries 
were put up to my heavenly Father for pre- 
8 — at in « det dependence on 
him, dul may be: ſtrengthened in his 
love, worth 'kept age" apt waiting Lor his 
counſel; yo ches att $1.45 wo ne 
This afternoon we! aw that a of Eng- | 
land called the Lizard: Marne. 
Some dunghil fon ; yet remained of thoſe 
222 ers took for their ſea- tore: I be- 
abo — ind 10 the Norms 
at ſes, by the waves breaking over the quar- 
ter-deck; and a oonſiderable number with 
| ſickneſs, at different times. I obſerved. 
cocks ere coming don the: Delaware, and 
while we were near the land; but after- 
99 ay not hear one \ them 
Ta) t food oo: brow 


«© 
* 
* 
PF 
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crow till we came near the land in England, 
when they wu crowed a . times. 


In obſerving their dull appearance at ſea, 
and the pining ſickneſs of ſome of them, I 
often remembered the fountain of goodneſs, 
who gave being to all creatures, and whoſe 
love extends to that of caring for the ſpar- 
rows; and believe, where the love of God is 


verily perfected, and the true ſpirit of go- 


vernment watchfully attended to, a tender- 
neſs toward all creatures made ſubject to us 
will be experienced; and a care felt in us, that 
we do not leſſen that ſweetneſs of life, in 
the animal creation, which the great . | 
intends Tor them under our ene EN. 


The fourth Jay 4p! the month. Wet. ww 
ther, high winds, and ſo dark that we could 
ſee but a little way. I perceived our ſeamen 
were | $046 wore of danger of miſſing the 
channel; which, I underſtood, was narrow. 
In a while, it grew lighter; and they ſaw the 
land, and they knew where we were: Thus 
the Father of mercies was pleaſed to bn - | 
with the ſight of dangers; and then 
ouſly, from time to time, deliver from t dl 3 
Thus ſparing our lives, that in humility and 
reverence, we may walk before him, and 
um our wan in him. 


About noon a plot came off ohn Dee 3 
where my beloved end err e went 


_ on 
„ 
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on ſhore, and thence to London, about ſeven- 


ty-two miles by land; but I. felt t in Ray- 
ing in the ſhip. 


| Erbe ſeventh day of = tl — 2 : 
of the week. Clear morning, lay at anchor 


for the tide, and had a parting meeting with 


the ſhip's company; in which, my heart was 
enlarged in a fervent concern for them, that 
they may come to experience ſalvation thro' 
Chriſt.— Had a head wind up the Thames; 
lay ſometimes at anchor; ſaw many ſhips 
paſſing, and ſome at anchor near; and had 
ge opportunity of feeling the ſpirit in 
which the poor bewildered ſailors too gene- 
rally line," That lamentable degeneracy, which 
ſo much prevails on the people employed 
on the feas, ſo affected my heart, that I 
may not eaſily . the ne I have had 
to another. 


The preſent ſtate of the 1 life i in 
— appears ſo oppoſite to that of a pi- 
ous education; ſo full of corruption, and 
extreme alienation from God; ſo full of ex- 
amples, the moſt dangerous to young peo- 
ple, that in looking toward a young genera- 
tion, 1 feel a care for them, that they may 
have an education different from the preſent 
education of lads at ſea; and that all of us, 
who are acquainted with the pure goſpel ſpi- 
rit, may lay this caſe to heart, may remem- 
ber the lamentable corruptions which at- 
tend the conveyance of merchandize ons 

| the 


of JOHN WOOLMAN. 227 
the ſeas, and fo abide in the · love of Chriſt, 
that being delivered from the love of mo- 
ney, from the entangling expences of a cu- 
rious, delicate luxurious life, we may learn 
contentment with a little; and promote 
the ſea-faring life no further, than that ſpi- 
rit, which leads into all truth, attends us in 
our proceedings. | Wy 


CHAP. XI. 


His attending the yearly»meeting in London; and 
after it, proceeding towards Yorkſhire, viſiting 
| Several quarterly and other meetings in the coun- 
ties of Hertford, Warwick, Oxford, Nottingham, 
We - ork, and Witmoreland > and thence again into 
Yorkſhire, and to the city of > York; with ſome 
inſtructive thoughts and obſervations, and letters 
on divers ſubjefts—— His hearing of the degeaſe 
f William Hunt; and ſome account of him 
His fickneſs at Y. ork ; and end of his pilgrimage 
there. | 


the eighth day of the ſixth month, 
1772, we landed at London; and I 
went ſtraightway to the yearly-meeting of 
- . miniſters 
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| miniſters and elders, which had been gather- 
ed (I ſuppoſe) about half an hour. 1 


In this meeting, my mind was humbly 
contrite: In the afternoon, the meeting of 
buſineſs opened ; which, by adjournments, 
| held near a week. — In theſe meetings, I of- 
ten felt a living concern for the eſtabliſhment 
of friends in the pure life of truth: And 
my heart was enlarged in the meeting of mi- 
niſters, meeting of buſineſs, and in ſeveral 
meetings of publick worſhip; and I felt my 
mind united in true love, to the faithful la- 
bourers now gathered at this yearly-meet- 


mg. | | 


On the fifteenth day of the month, I left 
London, and went to a quarterly- meeting 
at Hertford. | | 


The firſt day of the ſeventh month. I 
have been at quarterly- meetings at Sherring- 
ton, Northampton, duty and Shipton; 
and had ſundry meetings between: My mind 
hath been bowed under a ſenſe of divine 

neſs manifeſted amongſt us; my heart 
hath been often enlarged in true love, both 
amongſt miniſters and elders, and in public 
meetings.; that thro” the Lord's goodneſs, 
I believe it hath been a freſh viſitation to ma- 
ny, in particular to the youth. 


The 
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The ſeventeenth day of the month. Was 
this day at Birmingham : Have been at meet- 
ings at. Coventry, Warwick, in Oxfordſhire, 
and ſundry other places; 8 felt the hum- 
bling hand of the Lord upon me; and thro” 
his tender mercies find d in the labours 
I haye gone thro, 77 8 


The twenty-ſixth day of the month. I 
have continued — ak northward, viſit- 
ing meetings: Was this day at Nottingham; 
Which, in the forenoon 3 was, thro 
divine love, a heart-tendering ſeaſon: Next 
day had a meeting in a friend's houſe with 
friends children and ſome friends; this, 
thro the ſtrengthening arm of the Lord, 
was a time to be tau remembered. 


The ſecond day of the eighth month, ad 
firſt of the week, was this day at Sheffield, 
a large inland town: Haye been at ſundry 
meetings laſt week; and feel inward. thank- 
fulneſs for that divine ſupport, whigh hath 


been graciouſly extended to me. 


The ninth day of the month, and firſt of 
the week, was at Ruſhworth : Have lately 
paſſed thro'. ſome painful labour; but have 
been comforted, under | a ſenſe of that di- 
vine viſitation, which I feel IONS to- 


ward _ man ble. 
15 2 
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The sent day of the month, and firſt 
of the week, was at Settle : It bath of late 
been a time of inward poverty; under which, 
my mind hath been preſerved in a watchful 
tender ſtate, feeling for the mind of the ho- 
ly Leader, and find PREP in no boars 11 
have paſſed thro”. | | 


On enquiry, in many places, I find the 
price of rye about five ſhillings, wheat about 
eight ſhillings, per buſhel ; oatmeal twelve 
ſhillings for a hundred and twenty pounds ; 
mutton from three-pence to five-pence per 
pound; bacon, from ſeyen-pence to nine- 
pence; cheeſe, from four-pence to ſix-pence ; 
butter, from eight-pence to ten-pence; houſe. 
rent, for a poor man, from twenty-five ſhil- 
lings to forty ſhillings per. year, to be paid 
weekly; wood for fire very ſcarce and dear; 
coal, in ſome places, two ſhillings and ſix- 
me per hundred weight; but near the pits, 

uarter ſo much, O, 1221 mw e 
confi r the purer” 


The wages of labouring men in ſeveral 
counties toward London, is ten- pence per 
day in common buſineſs, the employer finds 


ſſmall-beer, and the labourer finds his own 


food; but in harveſt and hay time, wages 
is about one ſnilling per day, and the - 
bourer hath all his diet, In ſome parts of 

the north of England, poor labouring men 
have their food where they work ; and ap- 


pear, 
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pear in common, to do rather better than _ 
nearer London: Induſtrions women, who 
ſpin in the factories, get ſome four-pence, 
ſome five-pence, and ſo on to fix, ſeven, 
eight, nine or ten-pence per day, and find 
their own' houſe- room and diet. Great num 
bers of poor people live chiefly on bread and 
water in the ſouthern parts of England, and 
ſome in the northern — ; and there are 
many poor children not taught even to read. 
May thoſe why have 2 1 theſe gs 
to heart! 


e Froqizenty go ne of 
an hundred miles in twenty-four hours; and 
I have heard friends ſay; in ſeveral places 
that it is common for horſes to be killed with 
hard driving, and wagy” others: Werner "Wl 
they grow blind, | 


Poſt-boys purſue their buſindlh, _ one 
to his ſtage, all night thro the winter: Some 
boys, who ride long ſtages, ſuffer greatly on 
winter nights; and, at ſeveral places, ] have 
heard of their being froze to death. 80 
great is the hurry in the ſpirit of this world, 
that in aiming to do buſineſs quick, and to 
gain wealth, the e 2 this e doth 
loudly groan! tolle 
As my journey hath how wine a 3 
1 have: "ha: —_— offers . bag? afſiſted on 


my 
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my way in theſe ſtage-coaches; but have 
not been in them: Nor have I had freedom 
to ſend letters by theſe poſts, in the preſent 
way of their riding; the ſtages being ſo fix- 
ed, and one boy dependant on another as to 
time, that they commonly go upwards of 
one hundred miles in twenty-four hours; 
and in the cold long winter — the a 
an uſer much. | 


ont heard: in 7 of the way of theſe 
poſts; and cautioned friends in the general 
meeting of miniſters and elders at Philadel- 
Phia, and in the yearly-meeting of miniſters 
and elders at London, not to ſend letters to 
me on any common * by poſt. And 
tho, on this account, be likely 

hear ſeldomer from my — left behind 
yet, for righteouſneſs ſake, 4 — am, n dis 
vine favour, made content. 


* 5 — felt great diſtreſs of ISS = by I | 
came on- this iſland, on account of the mem- 
bers of our ſociety being mixed with the 
world in various ſorts of f buſineſs and traf- 
. fick, carried on in impure channels. Great 
is the trade to Africa for ſlaves ! and in load - 
ing theſe ſhips, abundance of people are 
employed in their factories; amongſt whom 
. are many of our ſociety. | | 


The ene day of the. —_— was 
this day at — and had a com- 
fortaþle 
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fortable meeting. I have, ſeveral times been 
entertained at the houſes of friends, who had 
ſundry things about them which had: the ap- 

arance of outward greatneſs; and as I 
1 kept inward, way hath opened for con- 
verſation with ſuch in private, in which di- 
vine goodneſs hath favoured us together, 
with heart-tendering times. „ 


The twenty-ſixth day of the month. Be- 
ing now- at George Crosfields, in the county 
of Weſtmoreland, I feel a concern to com- 
mit to writing, that which to me hath been 

a caſc πỹ n. il ze 


In a time of ſickneſs with the pleuriſy, 
a little upward of two years and a half ago, 
was brought ſo near the gates of death, 
that I forgot my name: Being then deſirous 
to know who I was, I ſaw a maſs of matter 
of a dull gloomy colour, between the ſouth 
and the eaſt; and was informed, that this 
maſs was human beings in as great miſery 
as they could be, and live; and that I was 
mixed in with them, and that henceforth I 
might not conſider myſelf as a diſtindt or 
ſeparate; being. In this ſtate I remained ſe- 
veral hours. I then heard a ſoft melodious 
voice, more pure and harmonious than any 
I had heard with my ears before; I believ- 
ced it was the voice of an angel, who ſpake 
to the other angels: The words were — 
* John Woolman is dead.“ I ſoon remembered 

| —- 55 
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that I onee was John Woolman; and being 
_ aſſured that I was alive in the body, I greatly 
wondered Ware _ pms voice en 
mean. 


I believed, Wag Abelng, that it was 
the voice of an holy —_—_— ut," as yet, it 
was a 34 22 to me. -e er 


I Vas then carried in ſpirit to the mines, 
where ed people were diggin 
rich * . or choſe alles chriſtians 'SEIng 
heard them blaſpheme the name of: Chriſt, 
at which I was grieved; for his name to me - 
was precious, WS 6 —1 5 


c Then I was i" that theſe hea- 

thens were told, that thoſe who oppreſſed 
them were the followers of Chriſt and they 
ſaid among themſelves, If Chriſt directed 
them to uſe us in ür nt, thee: e is a 
e e 


All this time this ang, of abe . re 
mained a myſtery; and in the morning, my 
dear wife and ſome others coming to my bed- 
ſide, I aſked them if they knew who I was: 
And they telling me, I was John Woolman, 
thought I was Vaht-headed: For I told them 
not what the angel ſaid, nor was J diſpoſed 
to talk much to any one; but was very de- 
ſirous to get ſo deep, chat 1 ue, under- 
28 


ow this — 
My 
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My tongue was often ſo dry, that I 


and gathered ſome moiſture, and as I lay ſtill 


for a time, at length I felt divine an 


pre- 
re my mouth that I could ſpeak; and then 


1 faid, I am crucified with Chriſt, never- 
by theleſs J live; yet not I, but Chriſt that 


„ liveth in me: And the life I now live in 
« the fleſh, is by faith in the Son of God, 
4 who loved me, "and move. himſelf for me.” 


Then the myſtery was opened and 1 per- 
ceived there was joy in heaven over a ſinner 
who had repented; and that that language 


(John Woolman is dead) meant no more ar | 


uy death of ny own will, 


Som after this, 1 opiphed; and raiſed ch 
bloody matter; which I had not done during 
re viſion: And now my natural underſtand- 

ing returned as before. Here 1 ſaw; that 
people getting filver veſſels to ſet off their ta- 


bles at entertainments, was often ſtained with 


worldly glory; and that in the preſent ſtate 


of things, I ſhould take heed how I 296 * | 


ny" An out of Wver Yeu, EINE 5 
Boos ater” my recovery; 1 oing 10 our 
monthly- meeting, dined at a friend's houſe 
where drink was brought in ſilver veſſels, 
and not in any other; and I wanting ſome 


drink, told him my caſe with weeping : And 


he ordered ſome drink for me in another 
* 
The 


could not ſpeak till I had moved it about 


; 1 0 . 1 - 
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The like I afterwards went thro' in 
ſeveral friends' houſes in America, and have 
alſo in England, ſince I came here: And have 
cauſe, with humble reverence, to acknow- 
ledge | the loving-kindneſs of my heavenly 
Father, who hath preſerved me in ſuch a 
tender frame of mind, that none, I believe, 
have ever been offended at what A Rave ſaid 
on that occaſion. | 


| After this ickneſs, I foake not in 8 
meetings for worlip for near one year; but 
my mind was very often in company with 
the oppreſſed fave: as I. ſat. in meetings: 
And tho', under this diſpenſation, I was ſhat 
up from ſpeaking, yet the ſpring of the goſ- 
pel miniſtry was, many times, livingly open- 
ed in me; and the divine gift operated by 
abundance of weeping, in feeling the op- 
preſſion of this — 2 It daing ſo long 
— [ paſſed thro this diſpenſation, and the 
matter remaining freſh and livingly ain my 
mind, I believe it ſafeſt for me to commit 
it to writing. i; 46h 10 


The thirtieth ny. & the — Thie 
morning 4 Wees a letter, in fubſtance as 


"Ry 4% 7 Fav ©. 2 
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Beloved friend, 


66 [ mind ts often affected as I paſs 
1 along, under a ſenſe of the ſtate of 
many poor people, who ſit under that ſort 
of miniſtry which requires much outward 
labour to ſupport it; and the loving-kind- 
neſs of our heavenly Father, in opening a 


pure goſpel miniſtry in this nation, hath of- 


ten raiſed thankfulneſs in my heart to him. 
I often remember the conflicts of the faith- 


ful under perſecution, and now look at the © 


free exerciſe of the pure gift uninterrupted 


by outward laws, as a truſt committed to us; 


which requires our deepeſt gratitude, and 
moſt careful attention. | feel a tender con- 
cern, that the work of reformation, ſo proſ- 
| 3 carried on in this land within a 


ew ages paſt, may go forward and ſpread 
amongſt the nations; and may not go back - 
ward, thro' duſt gathering on our garments, 


who have been called to a work ſo great and 
ſo pie -- 277 9H OSS 

Laſt evening I had a little opportunity 
at thy houſe, with ſome of thy family, in 
thy abſence; in which I rejoiced : And feel- 


ing a ſweetneſs on my mind toward thee, I 1 
now endeavour to open a little of the feeling 


I had there.” 


« have heard, that you; in theſe parts, 
have, at certain ſeaſons, meetings of confer- + 
_ ence, in relation to friends living up to our 


Principles, in which ſeveral meetings unite 


. 
PP e — Et» n a 
1 4 . 2 
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in one; with which I feel unity: I having, 
in ſome meaſure, felt truth lead that way 
amongſt friends in America ; and have 
found, my dear friend, that in theſe labours 
all ſuperfluities in our own living, are againſt 
us. I feel that pure love nd i in 
which there is freedom.“ 
I lock at that precious gilt beſigired. on 
thee with awfulneſs before Him- who. 

: And feel a care, that we may be ſo — 
— to the goſpel of Chriſt, that thoſe things 
which proceed from the ſpirit of this world, 
_ have no place amongſt us.“ 


; & Thy friend, % 
. John Woolman,” 


teſto info da ys, in body and wind, 
with our friend . Crosfield; who was 
once in America: Was, on the ſixth day of 
the week, at Kendal in Weſtmoreland; _ 
at Greyrig meeting the thirtieth day of tho 
month, and firſt of the week. 
1 have known poverty of late; and been 
e ſupported to keep in the patience: 
And am thankful, under a ſenſe of the good- 
neſs of the Lord toward thoſe that are of a 

contrite ſpirit. 
The ſixth day of the ninth month, and 
| firſt of the week, was this day at Counter- 
fide; a large meeting-houſe, and very full: 
: And tro” the An of pure love, it was 
-" & a: 
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a — time to me, and (I believe) 
to many more. 

The thirteenth day .of the Wande Was 
this day at Leyburn, a ſmall meeting; but 
the town's people coming in, the houſe was 
crowded : It was a time o heavy labour; and 
(U believe) was a profitable meetin 

At this place I heard that my 1 
William Hunt from North-Carolina, who. 
was on a religious viſit to friends in Eng- 
land, departed this life on the ninth day of 
the ninth month, - inſtant, of the ſmall-pox, 
at Newcaſtle. —He __ peared in the miniſtry 
when a youth; and his labours therein were 


of good ſavor. He travelled much in that 


work in America. I once heard him ſay in 
public teſtimony, that his concern was (in 
that viſit) to be devoted to the ſervice of 
Chriſt ſo fully, that he might not ſpend one 
minute in caſing himſelf: Which words, 
joined with his example, was a means of 
ſtirring up the pure mind in me. 

Having of late travelled often in wet wea- 
ther, thro' narrow ſtreets in towns and vil- 
lages, where dirtineſs under foot, and the 
ſcent ariſing from that filth, which more or 
leſs. infects the air of all thick ſettled towns; 
and I being but weakly, have felt diſtreſs 
both in body and mind with that which is 
impure. | 
in theſe journies I hows: bonn where nic 
| cloth hath been dyed; and ſundry | times 


walked 


8 
1 my 
— —— 
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walked over grouud, where much of their 


dye-ſtuffs have drained away. : 
Here I have felt a longing in m. mind, 


that people might come into cleanneſs of ſpi- 


rit, cleanneſs of perſon, cleanneſs about their 
houſes and garments. _ | 

Some, who are great, carry delicacy to a 
great height themſelves, and yet the real 
cleanlineſs is not generally promoted. Dyes 
being invented partly to pleaſe the eye, and 
partly to hide dirt, I have felt in this weak 
ſtate, travelling in dirtineſs and affected with 
unwholſome ſcents, a ſtrong deſire that the 
nature of dying cloth to hide dirt my be 
more fully conſidered. 

To hide dirt in our arments, appears op- 
poſite to real cleanlineſs. 

To waſh garments, and keep them ſweet, 
this appears cleanly. 

Thro' giving way to dirt in our gar- 
ments, a ſpirit which would cover that 
which is diſagreeable, is ſtren _—_ 

Real cleanneſs becometh a people : 
but hiding that which is not clean n colour- 
ing our garments, appears contrary to the 


_ ſweetneſs of ſincerity. 


Thro' ſome ſorts of dyes, cloth is leſs BY 


ful: and if the value of dye-ſtuffs, the ex- 
pence of dying, and the damage done to 


cloth, were all added together, and that ex- 
nce applied to keep all ſweet and clean, 


w much more cleanly would people be. 
| Near 
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On this viſit to England I have felt ſome 
inſtructions ſealed: on my mind, which I am 
concerned to leave in writing, for the uſe of 
ſuck W- are. called to be Cation of a ee 
ſter of Chriſ. 2” 

Chriſt being the Prins oo ee . * 
being na more than miniſters, 1 find it ne- 
ceſſary for us, not only to feel a concern in 
our firſt going forth, but to experience the 
renewing TOTS? in . eee of 

meetings. 

1 felt a concern in 12 to prepare * 
this ; and being, through the mercy 
of God, brought ſafe here, my heart was 
like a wy that wanted vent; and for ſeve- 
ral weeks at firſt, when my mouth was open- 
ed in meetings, it often felt like the raiſing, 
of a gate in a water courſe, where, a weight 
of water lay upon it; and in theſe-labours 
there appeared a freſh viſitation to many, 

— the youth; but ſometimes after this, 
L felt empty and poor, and ver felt a necedli | 
IM to appoint meetings. 

In this ſtate I was cxerbiſed to abide in the 
pure life of truth, and in all my labouts fo 
watch e againſt. the motions: of. ſelf 
in wy n mind. ft ani 

J have frequently felt a -necaflity to fand 
up, when the ſpring of the miniſtry was low, 
and to ſpeak from the neceſſity, in that which 
ſubjecteth the will of the creature; andhere- 
in I was united with the ſuffering ſeed, and 
found inward ſweetneſs in theſe en, 


. 1 


-labours. 
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As I have been preſerved in a watchful at- 
tention to the divine leader, under theſe dif- 
ſations, enlargement at times hath fol- 
lowed, and the power of truth hath roſe high- 
er in ſome meetings than 1 ever egg it be. 
fore through mme. q 33 
Thus I have been oral more inſtruct- 
ed, as to the neceſſity of depending, not up- 
on a concern which I felt in America, to: come 
en à viſit to England; but upon the freſn in- 
ſtructions of Chriſt the Prince * Peace, from 
2 day; „ nina dt nog «Ht 1 
No of late, ele: a ſtop in \ (therappoin int- 
| ment! vf meetings, not wholly but in part; 
and I do not feet liberty to appoint them ſo 
. one after another as I have heretofore! 
The work of the miniſtry, being ea work 
of divine love, I feel that the openings there 
of are {896 be waited for, 1 Fe "Mt our appoint: 
ments. [013611105 0: TE E 7 JO IBSCOE:: 91% 113 
Oh tw: deep is divine wiſdom! Chiiſt puts 
forth his miniſters, and goeth before: them; 
and oh how great is the danger of departing 
from the po: ne of that which! eadeth 
ſafely! Ai ig 
Cheiſt knoweth: the tate of the. leg and 
in the pure feeling of the goſpel miniſtry, 
their ſtates are opened to his ſervants. 
Chriſt knoweth when the ſruit-bearing, 
branches themſelves ha ve need of purging. 
Oh that theſe leſſogs may be remembered 
by me! and that all who appoint thee, 
may 88 in the * 3 2 £4 hi 
ve 


. 
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I have ſometimes; felt a neceſſity to ſtand 
up, but that ſpirit which is. of the world 
hath ſo much prevailed: in many, and the 
pure life of truth been ſo preſſed down, that 
I have gone forward, not as one travelling 
in a road caſt up, and well prepared, but as 
a man walking through a miry place, in 
which are ſtones here and there, ſafe to ſtep 
on; but ſo ſituated that one ſtep being taken, 


time is neceſſary to ſee where to ſtep next. 


Now I find that in the pure obedience, the 
mind learns contentment, in appearing weak 
and fooliſh to that wiſdom which is of the 
world; and in theſe lowly labours, they who 
ſtand in a low place, rightly exerciſed under 
the croſs, will find nouriſnmenWt. 

IT be gift is pure, and while the eye is fin- 
| gle. i in attending thereto, the underſtanding is 
preſerved clear; ſelf is kept ouf ; W'e rejoice 
in filling up that which remains ſof the af. 
flitiong of (Chriſt, for his boah 9 abel which 
is the church SU pm 

The natural an loweth! eloquence; and 
many love to hear eloquent orations; and ik 
there is not a careful attention to the gift, 
men who have once laboured in the pure 22 
pel miniſtry, ; OP: weary. of ſuffering, 
and aſhamed appearing weak, may kindle . 


a fire, compaſs, themſelves about with ſparks, 
and walk in the light; not of Chriſt: — is 
under ſuffering; but of that fire, which they, 

going from the gift, have kindled: And that 
in hearers, which is gone from the meek ſuf- 
— ſtate, into the worldly wiſdom, ow 
bo e 
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be warmed with this fire, and f peak highly 
of theſe labours. That which is "of God ga- 

thers to God; and that which is of the world 
is owned by the world. 

In this journey a labour hath attended my 
mind, that the miniſters amonglt us may be 
preſerved i in the meek feeling life of truth, 
_ where we may have no deſire, but to follow 
Chriſt and be with him; that when he is un- 
der ſuffering we may ſuffer with him; and 
never deſire to riſe up in dominion, but as 
he by the virtue of his own ſpirit may raiſe 
„ 55115 OT. CEIOON-Dr 


| 


A few days after writing theſe conſiderati- 
ons, our dear friend, in the courſe of his teli- 
gious viſits, came to the eity of Vork, and 
attended moſt of the ſittings of the quarterly 
meeting there; but before it was over, was 
taken ill of the ſmall- pox. Our friend Tho- 
mas re others who attended him, 

erved the following minutes of his eſ 
— in as! time of his ficknoſs, "and of 
deceaſe. * 12 94150} 
ift! dy its 2th &' me th bade 157%. 
His diforder appeated to be the ſmall-pox : 
being aſked to have a doQor's adviee, he ſig- 
nified he had not freedom or 3 in his 
mind {> to do, ſtanding wholly” reſigned to 
his will, who gave him life, and whoſe pow- 
ebe Nd witneſled to raiſe and heal him in 
ſickneſs before, when he ſtemed nigh unto 
death; and if he was to wind up now; he 
5 SA was 


medicine that di 
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was perfectly ref agned, having no will either 
to live or die, and did not chooſe any ſhould 
be ſent for to him : but a young man, an 
apothecary, coming of his own accord the 
next day, and deſiring to do ſomething for 
him, he faid he found a freedom to confer 
with him and the other friends about him, 
and if any thing ſhould be propoſed, as to 

0 not come thro' defiled chan- 
nels or oppreſſive hands, he ſhould be wil- 
ling to conſider and take it, ſo far as he 
found freedom. 

2d day. He faid he felt the ditorder to af- 
fect his head, ſo that he could think little, 
and but as a child; and deſired, if his under- 
ſtanding ſhould be more affected, to have 
nothing given him that thoſe about knew he 
had a teſtimony againſt. 

Third-day he uttered the following pray- 
er —O Lord my God, the amazing hor- 
rors of darkneſs were gathered around me 
and covered me all over, and I ſaw no way 
to go forth; I felt the depth and extent of 
the miſery of my fellow creatures ſeparated 
from the divine harmony, and it was heavi- 


er than I could bear, and I was cruſhed down | 


under it, I lifted up my hand, I ftretched 
out my arm, but there was none to help _ we 
I looked round about and was amazed; in 
the depths of miſery, O Lord ! I Keno een fc 
that thou art omnipotent, that I had called 
thee Father, and I felt that I loved thee, and 
I was made quiet in thy will, and I waited 
for deliverance from thee; thou hadſt pity 


upon 
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upon me when no man could help me; I ſaw 
that meekneſs under ſuffering was ſhewed to 
us in the moſt affecting example of thy Son, 
and thou taught me to follow him, and 1 
ſaid © thy will, O Father, be done. 
Fourth-day morning, being aſked how he 
felt himſelf, he meekly anſwered, I don't 
know that I have ſlept this night, I feel the 
diſorder making its progreſs, but my ang 
is mercifully preſerved in ſtillneſs and 
ſometime aſ.er he ſaid he was ſenſible the 
ains of death muſt be hard to bear, but if 
e eſcaped them now, he muſt ſometime paſs 
thro' them, and he did not know that» he 
881 be better prepared, but had no will in 
He ſaid he had ſettled his outward af- 
fairs to his mind, had taken leave of his 
wife and family as never to return, leaving 
them to the divine protection; adding, and 
tho I feel them near to me at this time, yet 
I freely give them up, having a hope that 
they 4 17 be provided 15 And a little after 
ſaid, This trial is made eaſier than I could 
have thought, my will being wholly taken 
away ; for if I was anxious for the event 
it wanld haye been harder, but I am not, 
and my mind enjoys a perfect calm. | 
In the night a young woman having given 
him ſomething to drink, he ſaid, My child, 
thou ſeems very kind to me, a poor creature, 
the Lord will reward thee for it. Awhile af- 
ter he cried out with great earneſtneſs of 
ſpirit, Oh, my Father! my Father! and ſoon 
9 he aid, Oh, my HET? my Father ! 
how 
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how comfortable art thou to my foul ; in this 
trying ſeaſon. Being aſked if he could take 
a little nouriſnment; after ſome paule | he re- 
plied, my child, I cannot tell what to ſay to 
it; 1 ſeem nearly arrived where my ſoul. Thall 
have reſt from all its troubles. After giving 
in ſomething to be inſerted in his journal, 
he ſaid, I believe the Lord will now excuſe 
me from exerciſes of this kind; and I ſec no 
work but one, which is to be the laſt wrought. 
by me in this world, the meſſenger will come 
that will releaſe me from all theſe troubles; 
but it muſt be in the Lord's time, Which! 
am waiting for, He ſaid he had laboured to 
do whatever was required, according, to the 
ability received, 1 ne. remembrance o 
which he had peace; and tho' the diſorder 
was ſtrong at times, and would, like a whirl- 


wind, come, over his mind; yet it had hither- © 


to been kept, ſteady and centered in everlaſt= 
ing love; adding, . and if that be'mercifully 
continued, I aſk. nor defire no more. An- 
other time he ſaid, he had long had a view 
of viſiting this nation, and ſometime before 
he came had a dream, in which he ſaw 
himſelf in the northern parts of it, and that 
the ſpring of the goſpel was opened i in him 
much as in the beginning of friends, ſuch as 
George Fox and William Dewſberry, and he 
ſaw the different ſtates of the people, as clear 
as he had ever ſeen flowers in a garden; but 
in his going along he was ſuddenly. ſtopt, : 
tho”, Ke, 00g, not ſce for what end; but 
looking 
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"coking, towards home, fell into a fl 
tears which waked him. IT 
At another time he ſaid, my Gia hit "ON 
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ed ſtrongeſt towards the North, Ns T men- 


tioned in my own monthly- meeting, that 
attending the quarterly meeting at York, 
and being there looked like home to me. 
Fifth-day night, having repeatedly con- 
ſented to take medicine with a view to ſettle 
his ſtomach, but without effect; the friend 
then waiting on him,” ſaid, thro' diftreſs, 
what ſhall I do now? He anſwered, with great 
compoſure, Rejoice ever more, and in every 
thing give thanks ; but added a little MTs, 
this is ſometimes hard to come at. 
Sixth-day morning he broke forth carly. in 
; ſupplication on this wiſe, O Lord, it was thy 
power that enabled me to forſake ſin in my 
youth, and I have felt thy bruiſes for di 
obedience ; but as I bowed under them thou 
healed me, continuing, a father and a friend ; 
I feel thy power now, and I beg that in the 
approaching trying moment Thou wilt. keep 
| mY, heart ſtedfaſt unto thee. Upon his giv- 
directions to a friend concerning ſome 
little things, ſhe ſaid I will take care, but 
hope thou wilt live to order them thyſelf; ; 
he reply d, my hope is in Chriſt, and tho I 
may ſeem a little better, a change in the diſ- 
order may ſoon happen, and my little ſtrength 
be diſſolved, and if it ſo happens, I ſhall be 
1 to my everlaſting reſt. On her ſay- 
heck ſhe did not doubt that, but could not 
help mourning to 00 ſo many faithful ſer- 
| vants 
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1 cometh from the Lord, whoſe: power is 
the fame, and can work as he ſees beſt, The 
ſame day he had given directions about 
5 his corpſe; perceiving a friend to 

weep, he _ I woul 1 thou e : 

dard ain weepin r me, my ſiſter, 

75 Don tho' I NNE had ſome palaful con- 
flicts, but now they ſeem over and matters 
well ſettled, and I look at the face of my 
dear redeemer, for ſweet is his voice and his 
countenance is comely. 

Firſt-day, fourth of "the tenth month, being 
very weak and in general difficult to be un- 
_ derſtood, he uttered a few words in comme- 
moration of the Lord's _ goodneſs; and add- 
ed, how tenderly have 1 been waited on in 
this time of affliction, in which I may ſay: 
in Job's words, Tedious days and weariſome 
nights are appointed unto me, and | how ma- 
ny are ſpending their time and money in 
vanity and ſuperfluities, while thouſands and 

tens of thouſands want the neceſſaries of 
life. who might be relieved by them, and 
their diſtreſſes at ſuch a time as this, in ſome 
degree ſoftened dt the adminiſtring ſuitable 
things. —_ 
Second-day morning the apothecary, who 
appeared very anxious to aſſiſt him, being 
preſent, he queried about the probability of : 
ſuch a load of matter being thrown off his 
weak body, and the apothecary making ſome 
remarks implying he thought it might; he 
ſpoke with an audible voice on this 5 
y 
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My dependance is on the Lord Jeſus, who I 
truſt will forgive my fins, which is all I hope 
for, and if it be his will to raiſe up this body 
again, I am content; and if to die, I am re- 
ſigned ; and if thou canſt not be caſy with- 
out trying to aſſiſt nature, I ſubmit: after 
which his throat was ſo much affected, that 
it was very difficult for him to ſpeak ſo as to 
be underſtood, and frequent] y wrote when 
he wanted any thing. About the ſecond 
hour on fourth- day morning he aſked for 
n and ink, and at ſeveral times with much 
difficulty wrote thus, I believe my being here 
is in the wiſdom of Chriſt, I know not as to. 
life or death. | 
About a quarter 212 ſix the 1 morn- 
ing he ſeemed to fall into an eaſy ſleep, which 
continued about half an hour, when. ſceming. 
to awake, he breathed a few times with more 
difficulty, and . IO, ch. Be: 
- nas. ns” e ee os 
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8 * 0 MS generally appr a owls Mad opi- 

: nions received by you Tg from their ſupe- 
riors, become hike the 8 produce of a ſoit, 
eſpecially when they are ſuited to favourite in- 
clinations : but as the judgments of God are 


without partiality, ły wh 45 the ſlate of the 


| dan ger of takin g it for ſomething higher. To 


foul muſt be tried, it would be the higheſt ift 


dom to forego cuſtoms and popular opinions, and 


try the 4501 vey of the r 7 the nen 


Handard truth. 


Natural Kctien needs a careful: examina- 
tion: operating upon us in a foft manner, it kin- - 
ales defires of love and tenderneſs, and there is 


me 
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me it appears an inflintt like that which inferior 
creatures have; each of them, we ſee, by the 
ties of nature, love elf beſt; that which is a 
part of ſelf, they love by the fame tie or in- 
Hina In thew it, in ſome meaſure, does the of- 
fiees of reaſon, by which, among other- things, 
| watchfully keep, and orderly feed their 
be ipleſs offspring. Thus natural affection ap- 
pears to be a branch of ſelf- love, good in the 
animal race, in us likewiſe, with proper limita- 
tions ; but otherwiſe is productive of evil, by 
exciting defires to promote ſome af means * 
dicial to others. 15 
Our bleſſed Saves | to give a check to 
this irregular fondneſs img 70 give and, at the 
fame time, a precedent for us : « Who is my 
« mother, and who are my brethren ?“ 7here- 
by intimating, that the earthly ties of relation- 
ſhip, are, comparatively, inconſiderable to ſuch, 


who, thro a fleady' courſe of "obedience, baue 5 


came to. the bappy experience of the ſpirit of 
God bearing witneſs with their ſpirits that they 
are bis children And he ſtretched forth 
« his hands towards his diſciples, and ſaid, 
« Behold my mother, and my brethren : For 
„% whoſoever ſhall do the will of my Fa- 
te ther which is in heaven” /arrives at the 
more noble part of true relationſhip } ie the ſame 
« is my brother, and liſter, and mother.” 4 

Matt. xii. 48. 
This doctrine agrees well ml a fate tru! * 
8 where love ar, operates ac 
= 1 cording 
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cording to the agreeableneſs of things an . 
4 unalterable and in themſetves perfect. 
V endeavouring to have my children eminent 
among / men aſter my death, be yhat ui 
reaſons grounded on thoſe prentifiles can be brought 
fo: ſupport 51" then to be temperate in my Pure 
| after gain, and to keep always within? 
bounds of | thofe principles, ir an indiſben 
duty, and to depart Jrom it, a dark onfr — 
toll. 
In our preſet condition, to love our children 
is needful ; but except this love proceeds from 
the true heavenly principle which oy beyond 
earthly treaſures, it will rather be injurious 
than of any real advantage to them : where the 
Fountain is corrupt, the ſireams muſs neceſſarily 
be impure. 
That important injunttion of our Saviour, 
| Matt. vi. 33- with the Promiſe annexed, con- 
tains a ſhort but comprehenſive view of our du- 
ty and happineſs :—1f then the buſineſs of man- 
Eind in this life, is, to firſt ſeek another ; i this 
cannot be done, but by attending to the means ; 
F a ſummary of the means is, Not to do that 
to another which, in like circumſtances, we 
would not have done unto us, then theſe are 
points of moment, and worthy of our moſt ſeri- 
cus 'tonfider ation. | 
What I write on this ſubject is with relut- 
ance, and the hints given are in as general 
terms as my concern would allow: I know it is © 
a point about which, in all its branches, men 
that appear to aim well are not generally a- 
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greed; and for that reaſon, 1 choſe to avoid be- 
1 ing very particular. I may have let 
drop any —_ that may excite Ste fue as are con- 
cerned in the practice to a cloſe thinking onthe 
treated of, the candid among fi them 2 
| eaftly-do the ſubject ſuch further ber uſb, as, on 

an impartial enquiry, it may appear to deſerve 3 
and juch an enquiry 1 40 earneſtly recom 
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2A many times 8 Ar e mo- 
tives to the ſame e ; and one 

does that from a . 8 enerous heart, 
which. another, does for ſelfiſh ends, ——The 
like may be ſaid in this caſc.. Daune 

There are various circumſtances amongſt 
them that keep negroes, and different ways 
by. which they. fall under. t eir care; and, I 
doubt not, there are many well-diſpoſed per- 
ſons amongſt them who defire rather to ma- 
nage wiſely and juſtly 1 in this difficult matter, 
than to make gain of it. 

But the general diſadpantage 1 theſe 
poor Africans, lie under in an enlightened 
chriſtian country, haying often filled me with 
real ſadneſs, and been like undigeſted matter 
on my mind, I now think it my duty, thro' 
divine aid, to offer ſome thoughts thereon to 
the conlideration of POS: | 


When 
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When we remember that all nations are of 
one blood, Gen. iii. 20. that in this world we 
are but ſojourners, that we are ſubjeQ to the 

like afflictions and infirmities of body, the 
like diſorders and frailties in mind, the like 
temptations, the ſame death, and the Hoy 
judgment, and, that the all-wiſe Being 
Judge and Lord over us all, it ſeems to its | 
an idea of a general brotherhood, and a diſ- 
polition eaſy to be touched with a feeling of 
each others afflitions : but when we forget 
thoſe things, and look chiefly at our out- 
ward circumſtances, in this and ſome ages 
paſt, conſtantly retaining in our minds the 
diſtinction betwixt us and them, with re- 
ſpect to our knowledge and improvement,in | 
things divine, Nai and artificial, 
bre ts being one to be filled 19100 had. 25 


a 4 4 + 


with NG. the odds is, We 715 in A rk 
” ſtation, and enjoy greater favours. than 
And when it'is thus, that our hea ven- 
57 Fathet endowed oy of his children with 
diftinguiſtied gifts, they are intended for 
good N but if thoſe thus gifted. are 
thereby Vifted up above their ien. not 
confidering themſelves as debtors to the 
weak, nor behaving, themſelves 5720 faithfül 
ſtewards, none who judge impart ally can 
* them free fiom ingratitude, 
| people dwell under the. "liberal di- 
Aribution. of favours from heaven, 1 be- 
oves 
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| hoves them carefully to inſpe& their ways, 
and conſider the purpoſes for which thoſe 
favours were beſtowed, left thro' forgetful- 
neſs of God, and miſuſing his gifts, they in- 
cur his heavy diſpleaſure, whoſe judgments 
are juſt and equal, who exalteth and hum- 
bleth to the duſt as he ſeeth meet. © 
It appears, by Holy Record, that men un- 
der high favours have been apt to err in their 
opinions concerning others. Thus Iſrael, ac- 
cording to the deſcription of the prophet, 
Tf. Ixv. 5. when exceedingly corrupted and 
degenerated, yet remembered they were the 
choſen people of God; and could ſay, * Stand 
«hy thyſelf, come not near me, for I am ho- 
„lier than thou.“ That this was no chance 
language, but their common opinion of other 
people, more fully appears, by confidering 
the circumſtances which attended when God 
was beginning to fulfil. his precious promiſes 
concerning the gathering of the Gentiles. _ 
The Moſt High, in a viſion, undeceived 
Peter, firſt prepared. his heart to believe; 
aud, at the Fouls of Cornelius, ſhewed him 
of a certainty that God was no reſpecter of 
| perſons. 1 th ö eee Atul? 7 ei 
The effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt upon a 
People, with whom they, the Jewiſh chriſ- 
tians would not ſo much as eat; was ſtrange 
to them: All they of the circumciſion were 
aſtoniſhed to ſee it; and the apoſtles and bre- 
thren of Judea contended with Peter about 
it, till he, having rehearſed the whole mat-. 
ter, and fully ſhewn — the Father's lo 
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was e they are theragt Wl with 
admiration, and cry out, Then hath God 
« alſo to the Gentiles granted. ne 
« unto life!“ 

The opinion of peculiar favors being con- 
fined to them, was deeply rooted, or ing, the 
above inſtance had been leſs ſtrange to them, 
for theſe reaſons; Firſt, They were 35 
acquainted with the ee pro- 
Phets, by whom this time was , repeatedly 

ſpoken of, and pointed at. Secondly, Our 
bleſſed Lord ſhortly. before « ext preſly. 44d. 91 
have other — not of ahi 55955 ther | 
+ alſo muſt I bring Fe. La His worc 
to them after his Eire at the very 
time of his aſcenſion, « 'Ye ſhall be witneſſes 
to me, not only in Jeruſalem, Judea, and 


5 Samaria, but * bop re parts of the 


„ earth. vo 1175 
Thoſe concurring circ imſtarices, one would 
think, might have raiſed a ſtrong expeRation 
of ſeeing ſuch a time; yet, when it came, it 


proved matter of offence and aſtoniſhment. 


To conſider mankind otherwiſe: than' bre- 


thren, to think favours are iliar to one 
nation, and exclude others, p 1 h ſuppoſes 
4 darkneſs in the Af or as God's 


love is univerſal, ſo where x 4 md is ſuf- 


ficiently influenced by it, it begets.a likeneſs 


of iel, 1 7 5 heart 1 WS rged townrds 
all men. in, to conclude a people o- 
ward, perverſe, and worſe by nature than 
others rd un y, receive ; favours, 
and apply them to bad ends) this will excite 


a behaviour 
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A ala; toward them ben ecomii 
excellence of true religion. # 

To prevent ſuch. error, let us 3 1 
der their circumſtance; and, che better to do 
it, make their caſe ours. Suppoſe, then, 
that our anceſtors and we had been expoſed . 
. to.conſtant,ſervitude; in the more ſervile and 
' inferior: employments of life; that we had 
been deſtitute of the hel; of. reading and good 
company; that amongſt gurſelves we had 
few. wile and pious Inſtructors; that the 
religious amongſt our ſuperiors ſeldom} 
notice of us; that . others, in | 
have plentifully heaped up the fruit of — 
labour, we had: received barel * to re- 
lieve nature; and GS wholly at, che com- 
mand of others, had; generally been treated 
as 4 contemptible, 2 part f man- 
kind : Should we, in that daſe, be leſs abject 
than they now are? Again, H oppteſſon be 
ſo hard to hear, that a 18 made 
mad by it, Feel. vii. 7. N e thoſe 
things ring the behaviour and manners 
of a people, is What may reaſonably, be wd 
Pegs. | 

W e preperty is taken contrary to | 
pas 3 „Aby means appearing, to us un 

. cher divine Influence, and the 

e of heart from thence; proceed- 
ing, that wWe can love gur teputod ↄppreſ- 
ſors: If the EC | „fall ſhort in This, an 


_ uneaſy, if not-a:diſconſolate- nh will 
be awakened; and remain Iike ſeeds in their 
minds, producing Math and many other 12 


F 
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bits appearing odious to — with which, be- 
ing free-men N 4 had not been 
char e, and yo circumſtances, 


rightly e will leſſen that too great 
diſparity which ſome make between: us hes py 
them. 1 Robo 1575 
Integrity of heart hath appeared mY ode 
ef them; ſo that, if we continus in the word 
of Chriſt (previous to diſcipleſnip, John viii. 
310 and our condud — is them be ſea- 
ſoned with his love, we may hope to ſee the 
good effect of it: The which, in a good de- 
gree, is the caſe with ſome into whoſe hands 
they have fallen: But that too many treat 
8 them 2 not ſeeming conſcious. of 
any „is, alas l too evident. 
del a Love preſides in our lady; our 
zirtions are biaſſed in our on favour ; / in 
this condition, being concerned with a 
ple ſo ſituated, that they have no voice to 
— their own cauſe, there s danger of 
out ſelves” to an undiſturbed partiality, 
euſtom, the area becomes re- 


hereby the bladew: thin 
be brought to light, 5 
''eleart > (half alle confider ms LIAR andre 
thren. Tho' different degrees and a vari- 
ety of qualifications" and abilities, one de- 
pendant an another, ans yet high 
| thoughts 
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thoughts will be laid aſide, and all men treat- 
ed as becometh the ſons of one father, agree- 
able to the doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus. *' 
He hath laid down the beſt criterion, by 
_ which mankind ought to judge of their own - 
conduct, and others judge for them of theirs, 
one towards another, viz. * Whatſoever ye 
would that men ſhould do unto. you, do 
* ye even ſo to them.” I take it, that 
all men by nature, are equally entitled to the 
equity of this rule, and under the indiſpen- 
ſible obligations of it. One man eught not 
to look upon another man, or ſociety of men, 
as ſo far beneath him; but that he ſhould 
put himſelf in their place, in all his actions 
towards them, and bring all to this teſt, y1z. 
How ſhoyld I approve of this conduct, were 
J in their circumſtance, and they in mine 
A. Arſeot's Conſiderations, p. III. fol. 107. 
This doctrine being of a moral unchange- 
able nature, hath been likewiſe inculcated in 
the former diſpenſation; If a ſtranger ſo-— 
* journ with thee in your land, ye ſhall not 
% vex him; but the ſtranger that dwelleth 
with you, ſhall be as one born amongſt 
vou, and thou ſhalt love him as thyſelf,” 
Lev. xix. 33, 34, Had theſe people come vo- 
luntary and dwelt amongſt us, to have called 
them ſtrangers would be- proper; and their 
being brought by force, with regret, and a 
languiſhing mind, may well raiſe compaſſion 
in a heart rightly diſpoſed: But there is 'no- . 
thing in ſuch treatment, which upon a — 
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and judicious conſideration, will any ways 
teſſen their right of being treated as ſtran- 
gers. If the treatment which many of them 
meet with, be- rightly examined and com- 
pared with thoſe precepts, © Thou ſhalt not 
* vex him nor oppreſs s him; he ſhall be as 
one born amongſt you, and thou ſhalt love 
%% him as thyſelf,” Lev. xix. 33. oo xxvii. 
19. there will a r an i rtant di erence 
| beine them. pea I 
It may be objected there is coſt of pur- 
chaſe; and riſque of their lives to them who 
poſſeſs em, and therefore needful that they 
make the beſt uſe of their time; in a ptac- 
tice juſt and reaſonable, ſuch objections may 
have weight; but if the work be wrong from 
the beginning, there is little or no force in 
them. If I purchaſe a man who hath never 
forfeited his liberty, the natural right of 
freedom is in him; and ſhall I keep him and 
his poſterity in ſervitude and ignorance? 
«How ſhould I approve of this conduct, 
were I in his cireumſtances, and he in mine?” 
It may be thought, that to treat them as we 
would willingly be treated, our gain by them 
would be inconſiderable: And it were, in di- 
vets reſpects, better that there were none 
in our country. 
We may further conſider, that they are 
now amongſt us, and thoſe of our nation the 
cauſe of their being here; that whatſoever 
difficulty acerues thereon, we are juſtly 
chargeable with, and to bear all inconveni- 
encies s attending it, * a ſerious and weigh- 


ty 
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ty concern of mind to do our duty by ü * 
| is the beſt we gan do. To ſeek a hong jr 


Po 


apprehend, not be doing as we 1 = be 


1 done 


How deeply ſoever men are inyolved” in 
the moſt Sa difficulties, ſincerity of 
heart, and upright walking before , free- 
ly ſubmitting to his providence, is the moſt 
ure remedy : He only is able to relieye, _ 
only perſons, but nations, in their renten 
calamities. | 
David in a great ftrait, with the ſenſe of 
his paſt error, and the full expectation of ra 
impending calamity, as the reward of i 
were united to the aggravatin his diſtreſs 
after ſome deliberation,” faith, '* Let me fall | 
" * now: into the hands of the Lord, for very 

eat are his mercies; let me not fall in 
to the hand of man.” 1. Chron. 18 1. 
To ad continually with integrity of cart, 
above all narrow or ſelfiſh motives, js a ſure 
token of our being partakers of that falva- 
tion Which GS hath appointed for walls 
Eu „and bulwarks, Iſa. v. or, FR om. xv. 1 and 
is, beyond all contradiction, a more hap 
NOIR than can ever be promiſed by t Xl 
utmoſt 277 of art and power united, not 
proce<iſive, | rom heayenly wiſdom, 
A ſupply 17 nature's Neofal wants, Joi ned 
with a peaceful, humble mind, is the'trueft | 
10th, in this life, and if here we arrive 


„ and remain to IMS in the Pb Pf 
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the juſt, our caſe will be truly happy: And 

tho herein we may part with, or miſs of 

ſome glaring ſhews of riches, and leave our 
children little elſe but wiſe inſtructions, a 
pood example, and the knowledge of ſome 
neſt employment; theſe, with the bleſſing 
of Providence, are ſufficient for their a 85 
neſs, and are-more likely to prove ſo, than 
laying. up treaſures. for them, which are of- 
ten rather a ſnare, than any real benefit; 
eſpecially. to them, who, inſtead of being ex- 
ampled to temperance, are in all things 
taught to prefer the getting of riches, and 
to eye the temporal diſtingtions they give, as 
the principal buſineſs of this life, Theſe re- 
_. dily overlook the true happineſs of man, as 
it reſults from the enjoyment of all things in 
the fear of God, and, miſerably ſubſtituting - 
an inferior good, dangerous in the acqui- 
ring, and uncertain in the fruition, they are 
ſubje to many diſappointments, and every 
· -:. > 292 - 
It is the concluſion. of our bleſſed Lord and 
his apoſtles, as it appears by their lives and 
| doctrines, that the higheſt delights of ſenſe, 
or moſt pleaſing objects viſible, ought ever ta 
be accounted infinitely inferior to that real 
intellectual happineſs ſuited to man in his 
primitive innocence, and now to be found in 
true renovation of mind ; and that the com- 
forts of our preſent life, the things moſt 
grateful to us, ought always to be received 
with temperance, and never made the chief 
| objeds of our deſire, hope, or love: but that 
| N our 
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our whole heart and affections be E ipally 
„ tions, whoſe maker and builder is God.“ 
Did we ſo improve the gifts beſtowed on us, 
that our children might have an education 
ſuited to theſe doctrines, and our example ta 
confirm it, we might rejoice in hopes of their 
being heirs of an inheritance incorruptible. - 
This inheritance, as chriſtians, we eſteem 
the moſt valuable; and how then can we fail 
to deſire it for our children? O that we-were 
conſiſtent with ourſelves, in purſuing means. 
neceſſary to obtain it! ere 
It appears, by experience, that where chil- 
dren are educated in fulneſs, eaſe and idle- 
neſs, evil habits are more prevalent, than in 
common . amongſt fuch who are EN 

employed in the neceſſary affairs of life: And 
if children are not only educated in the way 
of ſo great temptation, but have alſo the op- 
portunity of lording it over their fellow- 
creatures, and being maſters of men in their 
childhood, how can we hope otherwiſe than 
that their tender minds will be poſſeſſed with 
thoughts too high for them ? which, by con- 
tinuance, gaining ſtrength, will prove, like 
à ſlow current, gradually ſeparating them 
from (or keeping from acquaintance with) 
that humility and meekneſs in which alone 
laſting happineſs can be enjoy et. 
Man is born to labour, and experience 
abundantly ſheweth, that it is for our good. 

But where the powerful lay the burthen on 
the inferior, without affording a chriſtian 
„ education, 


* * 
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education, and ſuitable opportunity of i 
proving the mind, and a eee Which 
we, in their caſe, ſhould approve, that them- 


0 —.— may live at eaſe, and fare ſumptuouſ . 


and lay up riches for their poſterity, this 
7+ Den to contradict the deſign of Providence, 
| and, 1 doubt, is - effect of a 
mind: For while the life of one i is 

made grievous by the rigour of another, it 
| entails miſery on both. 
_—_ the manifold works of Provi- 
yet in the different ages of the 
world, — which follow (with many others) 
may afford inſtruction. 
Abraham was called of God to leave his 
c and kindred, to ſojourn amongſt 
ſtrangers: 'Thro' famine, and danger of 
death, he was forced to flee from one hing- 

dom to another: He, at length, not only had 
aſſurance of being the father of many na- 
tions, 3 became a mighty Peine. Geneſis 
Xxiii. 


Remarkable were the dealings of God with 

Jacob- in a low eſtate, the jun ſenſe he re- 
tained of them after his advancement, ap- 
pears by his words: © I am not worthy of 
© the leaſt of all thy mercies, e . 
10. xlviii. 15. 
8 —.— eee afliions of Joſep h are 
v ngular; icu — — of 
we therein, no leſs — e, at length, 
became governor of Egypt, and famous * | 
wildom and virtue. Po 1 
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The ſeries of troubles: David paſſed-thro', - 
few amongſt us are ignorant of: And yet be 
afterwards became as one of the gent men 
of the earth. 

Some evidences ef the 2 ee ap- 
pears in thoſe things, in that ſuch who are 
intended for high ftations, have . been 
very low and dejected, that truth might be 
ſealed on their —— and that the 
ters there imprinted by bitterneſs and adver- 
ſity, might in after years remain, fuggeſt- 
ing compaſſionate ideas, and, in their pro- 
ſperity, quichen their regard to thoſe in the 
like condition: Which yet further appears in 
the caſe of Iſrael: They were well ws rv 
ed with grievous fufferings, a long rigo- 
rous ſervitude; then, thro' — notable 
events, were made chief amongſt the nations: 

To them we find a repetition of precepts to 
the purpoſe aboveſaid: Tho', for ends a- 
greeable to infinite wiſdom, they were choſe - 
as a peculiar people for a time ; yet the Moſt 
High acquaints them, that his love is not 
confined, * extends to the ſtranger; and, 
to excite their compaſſion, reminds them of 

times paſt, © Ye were rs in the land 
of Egypt, Deut. x. 19. Again, Thou 
« ſhalt not 2 a —__ for ye know 
« the heart ſtranger, ſeeing ye were 


«+ ſtrangers in the ans: of Egypt, Exod. | 
xxiii. . 8 

If we call to mind our beginning, 5 af 1 
us may find a time, wherein our fathers were 


-4 under 
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under afflictions, reproaches, and manifold 
_ Reſpecting our progreſs in this land, the 
time is ſhort ſince our beginning was ſmall 
and number few, compared with the native 
inhabitants. He that ſleeps not day nor 
night, hath watched over us, and kept us as 
the apple of his eye. His almighty arm hath 
been round about us, and ſaved us from 
The wilderneſs and ſolitary deſarts in 
which our fathers paſſed the days of their 
Pilgrimage, are now turned into pleaſant 
fields; the natives are gone before us, 
and we eſtabliſhed peaceably in the poſſeſſion 
of the land, enjoying our civil and religious 
liberties; and, while many parts of the 
world have groaned under the, heavy calami- 
ties of war, our habitation remains quiet, 
and-our kad fraitfyl: a ont 
When we trace back the ſteps we have 
' trodden, and ſee how the Lord hath opened 
a way in the wilderneſs for us, to the wiſe 
it will eaſily appear, that all this was not 
done to be buried in oblivion; but to pre- 
pare a people for more fruitful returns, and 
the remembrance thereof, ought to humble 
us in proſperity, and excite in us a chriſtian 
benevolence towards our inferiors. 
If we do not conſider theſe things aright, 
but, thro' a ſtupid indolence, conceive 
views of intereſt, ſeparate from the general 
good of the great brotherhood, and, in pur- 


Race thereof, treat our inferiors with ri» 


 Knxrine of NEGROBS: ** 


four, to increaſe our wealth, and gain riches 
or our children; What then ſhall we do 
+. when God riſeth up? and when he viſit- 
eth, what ſhall we anſwer him ? did not 
he that made us, make them? and did not 
one faſhion. us in the AE n. 
17 fig 

To our great maſter we Aland er fall, to 
judge or condemn us as is moſt ſuitable to his 
wiſdom or authority; my inclination is to 
perſuade, and intreat, and fimply give hints 
of my way of thinking. 

If the chriſtian religion be confllleren, both 
-reſpeRting its doQtrines, and the happy in- 
fluence ables it hath on the minds and 
manners of all real chriſtians, it looks rea- 
ſonable to think, that the miraculous mani- 
feſtation thereof to the world, is a kindoeſs ; 
been expreſſion. - 

Are we the people thus rad, 7 are we | 
they whoſe minds are opened, influenced, 
and governed by the Spirit of Chriſt, and 
thereby made ſons of God t is it not a fair 
concluſion, that we, like our heavenly Fa- 
ther, ought, in our degree, to be active in 
the ſame great cauſe of the eternal happi- 
neſs of, at leaſt, our whole families, and 
more, if thereto capacitated? * Þ c 

If we, by the operation of the Spirit of. 
- Chriſt, become heirs: with him in the kingß- 

dom of his Father, and are redeemed from 
the alluring counterfeit joys of this world, 
and the Joy of ' Chriſt remain in us, to ſup- 
"Jn" that one remaining in this happy con- 
IND ; dition, | 
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at leaſt, a contradiction to reaſo 


dition, can for the ſake of earthly riches, 
not only (deprive his fellow-creatures of the 


-Fweetneſs of freedom, (which rightly .uſed, 


is one of the greateſt temporal bleſſings) oe ö 
-therewith neglect uſing ow means, 
their acquaintanoe ith t | — | 
and the advantage of true — 3 ſeems, 


Whoever ri ightly advocates the, cauſe of 
abe * promotes the good of all. The 
fate of mankind was harmonious in the 

inning, and tho" ſin hath introduced 
diſcord, yet thro the wonderful love of 


| "God,; in Chriſt |Jeſus--our Lord, the way is 


for our redemption, and means ap- 
Dointdd- to reſtore us to primitive har- 


mony. That if one ſuffer by the unfaith- 
efulneſs of another, the mind, the moſt no- 


ble part of him that occaſions the diſcord, is 


thereby ene from its trur and wp 


1 . intire@are-tfpanbly 


uni- 


ted, and when we negl lect or iniſuſe our ta- 


-Jents; 0 


ede and — the heaven- 
y_ in the: * to the 


ily fellowſhip, ' 


| _preateſt-of evils. 


© loving-kindneſs, 


EE 


Therefore to examine ad: prove nee, 
to find what harmony the power preſiding 
in us bears with the — nature, is a duty 
not more incumbent and nee y . at 
1 — beneficial. 157 | 
AI Writ the Divine Being ſaith of 
hbimſelf, Lam the Lord, which exerciſe 

ment and righteouſ- 


„ neſs 
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4 neſs in the earth; for in theſe things I de- 
. foraking ſaith the Lotd, Jer. ix. 24. Again, 
in the way of man, to ſhew his 
4 ion to Iſrael, 'whoſe wickedneſs' had 
ease a calamity, and then being um- 
= ed under Jt: it is ſaid, His ſoul was 
grie ved for their taiſerics,” Judges x. 16. 
1% we conſider the life of our bleſſed Saviour 
when on earth, as it is recorded by his follow- 
ers, we ſhall find, that one uniform de- 
fire for the: eternal, and temporal of 
mankind, [diſcovered itſelf in all his actions. 
1 we {6bſerve men, both 
: Lats,” in/ many different ages, who have 
really come to the unity of the Spirit, and 
the fellowſhip-of the ſaints, there ſtill app 
the like difpofition,” and in them the defire 
"of the real Happineſs of mankind, has out- 
balanced the deſire ef nn liberty, and, 
many times, Hife itſelf. e 
If upon a true ſearch, we And that our na- 
tures are ſo far renewed; that to exereiſe righ- 
teouſneſs and loving-kindneſs (according to 
our ability) towards all men, without reſpect 
of perſons, is eaſy to us, or is our delight; 
if our love be ſo orderly, and regular, that 
he who doeth the will of our Father, who is 
in heaven, appears in our view, to be our 
neareſt relation, our brother, and ſiſter, and 
mother; if this be our caſe, there is a 
foundation to hope, that the bleſſing of God 
will ſweeten our treaſures 3 our ſtay in 
this life, and our membry be avory, when 
we are entered into reſt. | 
To 


. 
* 
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1 
i 
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apoſtles : and 
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To conclude, Tis a truth moſt certain, 
that a life guided by wiſdom from above, 
agreeable with juſtice, equity, and mercy, 
is throughout conſiſtent and amiable, and 
truly beneficial to ſociety; the ſerenity and 
calmneſs of mind in it, affords an unparal- 
lelled bort in . life, and. the end of it 
is bleſſed. * 

And, no leſs _ that they, | ho in the 
N of high favours, remain ungrateful, 
and under all the advantages that a chriſtian 
can deſire, are ſelſiſh, earthly, and ning, 
do miſs: the. true. fountain of hap pineſs, an 
wander in a maze of dark — where 121 | 
their treaſures are inſufficient to quiet their 
minds: Hence, from an inſatiable oraving, 
r= + neglect doing good with what they have 

acquired, and too often add apprefſion, to va- 
nity, that they may compaſs more. 

* O that they were wiſe, that they under- 
«. ſtood this, that they would e cheir 
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2 Hon hot 'reſpe? perſons i in Judgment ; ; but 
ye ſhall hear the ſmall ac well. 40 the © ri 5 ye 


alt not be afraid of the e ace for. The 
Judgment is God's. 


* 


_ 


LN LL. our actions are V like nature with their 
EZ root; and the Moſt High weigheth them 
more ſkilfully than Men can weigh , them. one 
Fo Ty dt UE, 
I believe that. one 8 Yreme Being made and 
ſupports the world; nor can I av, any other 
pays W . an idolater, = auh of 
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Many nations have believed in, wg —_— - 
ped a plurality of deities ; but I do not 2 
they were therefore all wicked. Idolatry indeed 
is wickedneſs ; but it is the thing, not the name, 
aubioh is ſo. Real idolatry is to pay that ado- 
ration to a creature, which is known to be due 
only to the. true Gd. 

He who © F feth* 10 believe ant Mini, ghty 
Creator, 21 his Fon Feſus Obriſt, and is 
yet more intent on the 3 profits and friend- 
| ſhips of the world, tban be it in fingleneſ5 of 
heart to ſtand faithful to the chriſtian religion, 
ts in the channel of idolatry 3 while. the Gentile, 

who, under ſome miftaken- opinions, ts notwith- 
Landing eſtabliſhed in the true principle of vir- 
tue, and humbly adores; an almighty power, may 
be of that number who fear God, Ka work 
righteouſneſs. I 

I believe the biſhop of Rome aſſumes a ee : 
that does not belong to any officer in the church 
of Chrift ; and if I ſhould knowingly do any 
thing,” tending to ſtrengthen him in that capa- 
city, it would be great miquity. There are ma- 
ny thouſands of people, bo by their profeſſion 
acknowledge bum to he the repreſentative. of Fe- 
ſus.” Chriſt on earth; and to ſay that none-of 
them arc upright in heart, would 7h Hay 4% 
my ſentiments. 
Men who fincerely apply their mind. 70 true 
Dir tue, and find an inward Jupport. from above, 
by which all vicious inclinationt are made ſub- 
ova that* they love "God fincerely, and prefer 

r __ of — univerſally to their 
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own 5 antereſt ; Ps theſe, through the 
ftrength of. education and tradition, may remain 
under ſome } eculative and great errors, it would 
be uncharitable to Jay, wot therefore God rejects 
them. —He 2950 creates, upports and Nach Um 
derftanding to all inen, bis knowledge” and goods 
neſs ts ſuperior to the various caſes and circum- 
ftances of bis creatures, which to Us appear the ; 
' moſt difficult. © 
The apoſtles and Ws ere 2207 ad not 
cen ſure all the Gentiles as wicked men, Rom. ii. 
14. Col. hi. It. but as they were favoured with 
a gift to diſcern things more clearly,” reſbecting 
2 worſhip of the true God, they with much firm- 
neſs detlared againſt the wor ſhipping of Taols ; 
and with true patience endured many ſu Heringe, 
on that account. 
Great numbers of faithful Proteſtants have 
contended for the truth, in oppoſition to papal 
errors; and with true fortitude laid down their 
lroes in the conflict, without ſaying, That no 
man was ſaved who made 2 of 4 re- 
ligion. 

_ While we have no right to keep men as * 
vants for term of life, but that of ſuperior pow- 
er; to do this, with deſign by their labour to 
profit ou 505 ves and our families, I believe is 
1rong ; but I do not believe that all who have 
kept ſlaves, have therefore been chargeable with 

guilt. If their motives thereto were free from 
| Tetffoneſs, and their ſlaves content, they were 
a fort of freemen ; which ] believe hath ſome- 


times been the caſe. 


I 2 —_ Whatever 
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Whatever a man does in the ſpirit of charity, 


to Bim it is hot fin: and while he lives and ads 


In this ſpirit, he learns all things effential to his 


happineſs, as an individual: and if he, doth not 
fee that any injury or injuſtice, to any other per- 
fon, is neceſſarily promoted by any part of bis 

form of government, I believe the merciful 
Fudge will not lay iniquity to his charge. Yet 
others, who live in the ſame ſpirit * charity, 
from. a clear convincement, may ſee the relation 


F one thing. to another, and the neceſſary ten- 


rok. of each ; and hence it may be abſolutely 
"binding on them to defiſt from ſome parts of con- 


-  duth, ohich ſome good men have been in. 0 
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9 8 ſome in _ eligious Geietzes 4 
wWongſt the ſh'ate concerned in 
importing or 1 the inhabi- 
tants of Africa as flaves; and as the profeſ- 
ſors of chriſtianity; of ſeveral other nations 
do the like; theſe circumſtances terid to make 
people leſs apt to examine the "practice ſo 
cloſely as they would, if ſuch 4 "thing had 
not been, but was now propoſed to be 2 

tered upon. It is however our duty, a 
what concerns us individually, as tet 
accountable to our Creator, to employ right- | 
1 1 underſtanding which he hath” given 
in humbly endeavouring to be acqulaint- 
"of with his will c oncetning us, and with the 
Fr and tendency of * ing ws things? which 
we pr actiſe: for as 14 remains te 1 5 
e, . m e, 9 repr tation the 
| * N People 1t 9b=iNnD + World, 
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world, joining with wrong things, do not 
excuſe others in-joining with them, nor make 
the conſequence of F eIrf proceedings; leſs 
dreadful in the final iſſue, than it would be 
otherwiſe. _ | 5 


Where unrighteouſneſs is juſtified from 
one age to another, it is like dark matter 
gathering into clouds over us. We may 
[te that this gloom will remain till the 


be ſpoken againſt, without ſome. proſpect of 


\#KALLISS 


reproachful to chriſtians; yet, as theſe ill 
effects are not generally percciyed, they wko 
labour to diſſuade from ſuch things, which 
| | people 
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3 believe. accord with their intereſt, haye 
many difficyltics to; encounter. 3 | 
5 The ä which Gag Save to 
is prophets, i e danger they were in 
of iſe on this Hand. Jang Be 2 afraid of 
„their faces; for I am with thee, to deliver 
„ thee, ſaith the Lord.“ Jer. i. 8. © Speak 
«all the words that 1 command thee to 
ſpeak to them; diminiſh not a word.” Jer. 
11 a: And. thou, ſon of man, be not 
afraid of them, nor diſma ol, at their 
looks. Speak my words to them, 1 0 
« they will hear or forbear,” Exck.#.6 FI | 
Under, an.;apprebenſion.. of duty, I offer 
FO: further conſiderations on this Fobjed, 
having endeayoured ſome. years to conſider n 
candidly. . IL have obſerved eople of. 1 5 
on colour, whoſe abilities ol ave, been infe- 
rior, to the affairs which lar to their conye- 
nient ſubſiſtence, who h — 92 been taken care 
by others, and the profit A. ſuch Work as 
they could do, up toward their ſupport, 
—1 4 there are uch amongſt Negroes z 
and that ſome .people,, in whoſe hands they 
are, keep them with no view of. - outward 
profit, do not conſider them as black men, 
Who, as ſuch, ought to ſerve white men; t 
account them perſons who, have need f guar- 
dians, and 2 ſuch take care of them yet 
where care is taken i all parts of edu 
; Aan, f do not a caſes of this ſort 
are likely to occur more frequently gt 
one ſort ri of peop's Wan Agothers 8 diser 
+42 nd ante 4 oy Ch ex Ar . i i; SOTO t 
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It looks to me that” the fla vr trade was! 
founded, and hath penetally been carried on, 
in. a Wrong ſpirit; that the effects of it are 
detrimentaf to the real profperity ot our 
wer ig and will be mpre ſo, except w we 
ceaſe om the common tmotives* of k ing 
them, Ang treat them Tt futute agtecable 
tru k and pure ee. ” 
| egroes $ may orted, of For ibis 
cruelty to "tp We ry men, fy the evil 

e, of their mil may be Infit to be 

aa pl And if we, a ee ro ighteouſ- 
dertake the management 

855 ld have à full Acer ktiowleds 
chelt crimes, and of thoſe” Ache e bas yo 
eat oferate in theit favour; be t the ff 
81 obtainin e is ſo great, that we 
have teat reaſon to be endet therein. 
But, fpould it plainiy appear that abfolute 
fubſection was a c6nidition the "molt ropet 
for The eee 701 15 . _ tn: 


e urs 1 ern = 


A er ſu EO y made 
of the heads of Þ Wicks 
edneſd; 1 LF 157 i 8 
Jews, miſunderſtanding ences of 
this 7 5 took vecafion tc that 1 5 with 
| them” Ihe Fathers habt eaten Go gra 72 


* and the children's teeth are ſe ſet c a wy 
. — and Ezekfef, two of ilie 1 5 
n who near the ſame time, were 
| concerned 


KEEN or NEGR 
,ncerned/ te correct this error. Ezekiel is 


co 


large on the ſubject. Firſt; he reproves hem 


for their ertor; What mean yet that 9 
„do f0;” ehap! xviii. verſe a A I; live, 
400 en the Lord God, :yc ſhall not habe og. 


e caſion aa more to uſe this proverb im I. * 


© racl,” The words, . any} morct 


rekereueb to time paſt; intimating, that cho 


they had not tightly underſtobd tome; things 
they had heart or ſeen, and! thenpe fuppboſed 
the proverb" to be well grounded; yet hence 
forth they might know of 'a certainty, that 
the ways of God are all equal; that aa fure 
as the Moft High Heth, o ſure men are on- 
V anſwe table for their O ſins . He thus 
futtis up ehe matter; ver aον The foul that 
% finneth! it fhall die The fon ſnalb not bear 
Ihe init quity of the father neither ſhall the 
| gatdler Ber khe iniquity:cof the ſom Fhei 

rishtsduſſieſs of the'tighteous : ſhalb be up- 
Ot hir; and the wickeInol of the wibked 
&<thall be upon him. Your" "15 257 1 1011 561 


Where ett are wicked. ; thi commantydartt 


{mens of eorrupting ens deeding age 
arid thetcbhy haſten thoſe out ward calaniities, 


which Bll” orf trations; han their iniquitics 
are full" 48155 Et 131 n 351% 15% 


pu rue meant which arondt a: 
ge to perfect purity; with a view tofins 


Ale "the Fesleb and Happineſs of hirn off- 


1 at ere mene g way df virtue 
differ te them. And] though the ill 
eam e 62/6 multitude, ee 
excvſe 4 man in doing evil yet tie mind. be- 


7 
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ing early ĩmpreſſed with vicious notions, and 
practices, and nurtured up in Ways of get- 
ting treaſure, which are not the ways of 
truth; this wrong ſpirit getting, firſt poſſeſſi - 
on, and being thus ſtrengthened, frequently 
prevents due attention to the true ſpirit of 
wiſdom, ſo that they exceed in wickedneſs thoſe 
whilivet before them. And in this channel, 
though parents labour, as they think, to for- 
ward the happineſs of — children, it proves 
a means uf forwarding their calamity. This 
being the caſe in the age next before the 
grievous calamity in tlie ſiege of Jeruſalem, — 
— carrying Judah en Babylon, they 1 
with prepriet S came upon us, 
cauſe out 1 God, and becauſe we 
did worſe than dur fathers. See Jer. vii. 26. 
As the generation next before them inward- 
Iy turned away from God, who yet waited to 
be gracious; and ts they in that age conti - 
nued in thoſe things Which neceſſarily ſepa- 
rated from perfect goodneſs, pe more 
ſtubborn, till the; judgments of God were 
poured out upon them , they might properly 
fig) Our fathers have ſinned, and we hay 
* borne . Lam. v . And 
yet, wicked as their fathers were, had they 
not ſucoteded them in their wiel est. they 
Faden borne | their iniquities. w i cle rn 
Jo ſuppoſe it right that an ent man 
| ſhall at this day be excluded from the com · 
mon rules of | jbſtie ; be deprived. of that li- 
berty, which is the natural right of human 
creatures ; and be a flave to others #3. GurIgg 
ESE | . te, 


— 
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life, on account of a ſin committed by his 
immediate rents; or a ſin committed by 
Ham, the ſon of Noah is a ſuppoſition too 
gtofs to be admitted into the mind of any 
perſon, who ſincerely deſires to be gove med 


by ſolid principles. e eee een 
-It is alledged, in favor of the practice, | 


that Joſhua made ſlaves of the Gibeonites. 
What men do by the command of God, 

4058 what comes to paſs'as/ a conſequenee of 
their neglect, are different; fueh as the latter 
caſe now mentioned was!) .. 
It was the expreſs — the Almighe 

to Itrael, concerning the- inhabitants of 
the promiſed land, Thou malt make no 
« covenarit with them. nor with their Gods: 
„They ſhall not d well in thy land! Exod; 
xxiij. 32. Thoſe Gibeonires came craftily, 


telling Joſhua, that they were come from a 


far country; that their felders had ſeat them 


to make à league with the people '6f Iſrael; 


and as an evidence of their being foreigners, 
ſhewed their eld cloarhs, &. And whe 


men took of their victuals, and aſleed tot 


counſel at the mouth of the Lord arid 


*'Joſhiia, made peace with them, and made 
& à leag With them, to let them live and 
a. the princtes wre to then Joſh! ix. 1418. 


When the impoſition was diſcoveted, the 
don regation murmured gainſt the princes: 

But all the princes ſaid tb all the congrega- 
tion, we have ſworn to them 1 by the Lord 
God of Hrael';) now —— we may not 
"Sp D we will even let them e 
| 60 or 
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«Teſt, reach: be on us; has. let them be 
4 bewars Of wood; and. drawers gf water un 
do the congregation . f 
„ Omitting to afk counſel, F them in 
greet, difficulty. The Gibeonites were of thoſe, 
cities, of which the Lord ſaid, Thou fhalt 


__ * favgalive nothing that eee ” and; of 


the mel of the Hivites, concerning 2 0 
he. commanded by name, Thou ſhalt ſmite 
them, and... utterly; ene 615 Thou 
15 ſhalt. make no covenant DEM, NOK 
* thew mercy . unto them,” W vil. 1s 05 2 
Joshua and the priaces, e m, 
had made a league with t 7 —5 
live; and in this ſtrait they reſolve. to make 
them ſervants. Joſhua and the princes. fue 
pectetl them to he deceivers:;,.* Peradventure | 
+ you; dwell amongſt us: and how ſhall we 
© make a league. with you?” Which wonds 
- how, that they remembered; the, command 
hefare mentioned zuand yet did ngt cnquire 
at the mouth eß the Lord, as Maſes directed 
Joſhha, when. ohe gave bim g charge teſpeci- 
ang his duty as chief man ATRORE that people, 
Num yicxk vii 2E. By th s omiſnion things 
1 — Gs. ſisustsd,, that and. the 
pringes ou nat! 8 zents. of 
Hog on them, without! vi glating a the bath ; 
hig tbey had made, ni 901 «2 
: 22Meſes-did a atithe. wakess of of Meribab.; 
and. doubtleſs he Jogn.xepented 1 ord | 
was with himon Andfit is likely that 
dns, deeply humbled, under a ſenſe of, 11 
ation; for e chat. 0d züge 
Rol 
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him in his office, and ſpured the lives bt 

thoſe people, for the ſake of Tr league and 

oath made in his name. 
The wickedneſs of theſe e Was great, 

and they worthy to die, 8 feet juſtice" hat 

not paſſed ſentence of death upon them; and 

as theit execution was prevented by this league 

and oath, they appear content to be'ſervarits : 

« As it ſeemeth goou* e unto eee to | 

40 do unto us, doo. | 
Theſe criminals, inſtead of desch, bad the | 

ſentence of ſervitude! pronounced on them, in | 

theſe words, Now therefore'ye are ourſed | 

And there Thall none of you be fred from 

| 


« being boridmen, and hewers ef 2wood, 
"8 Arid drawers" of Water for ene houfeiigt my 
4.6 God. 8 "Tf 


We find, Deut. Ar, le Hat: 1 
cities far diſtant” from Canaan; againſt which if 
_'Tfrael'went to battle; unto whom * they were | 
bs aim | peace, and if the inhabitants — 
made 'atifwer of peace, and opened their 
gates, they - were not to r them, but 
: make them tributaries. ' | 
The children of Incl were then che lot d's 
"Yoſt: -and'Exectitioners ef his [judgments on 
people hardened in wickéedtieſs. hey were 
not to go to battle, but by his appointment. 
The men who were chief in his army, ha 
their inſtruction from the Almighty; ſome- i 
times immediately, and ſometimes by the | 
"miniſtry of angels. Of theſe; -amongſt'6thers, 
were Moſes, Jothua, Othniel, and Gideon; 1 
ſet Exod. ni. 2. and viii. 19. Joſh. v. 13. 4 
N | Theſe i 


der tribute, this their ſubje 
bably more mild than abſolute flavery,. was 
to laſt little or no longer than while Iſrael re- 
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Theſe people far off from. Canaan, , againſt 


whom Iſrael was ſent to battle, were ſo cor- 
rupt, that the creator of the univerſe ſaw it 
good to change their ſituation; and in caſe 


of their g their gates, and coming un- 


though pro- 


mained in the true ſpirit of government. 


as a conſequence of their | 
-* ſtranger that is _ thee ſhall get above 


It was pronounced by 8 bk the ot. 
ickedneſs, * The 


. * thee very high; and thou ſhalt come down 
very low: = ſhall be the head, and thou 
the tail.“ Deut. xxviii. 43, 44. 


FO 


This we find in ſome. meaſure verified in 


; their being made tributaries to the Moabites, 
43 Midianites, Amorites and Philiſtines. | 


It is alleged in favour: of the practice of 


FP r that the Jews by their law 


made ſlaves of the Heathen, Levit. xxv. 45. 


Moreover, of the children of the ſtrangers 
1 that — ſojourn amongſt you, of them ſhall 


4 


y, and of their children, which are 


"4s —— += which they begat in your land; 
and they ſhall be your poſſeſſion; and. you 


2 5 ſhall take them as an inheritance for your 


children after you, to inherit them as a 
** poſleſſion, they ſhall be your, bondmen for 
© ever.” ——lt is difficult for us to have any 


"mags knowledge of the mind of Moſes, in 

regard to keeping ſla ves, any other way than 
by looking upon him as a true ſervant of God, 
. e nt and conduct were regulated, by 


4 
* 7 
of © 3 * 
. . 
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thority.. 


and bought with his money: And the Al- 
« mighty ſaid of Abraham, I know him, 
that & will order his houſe after him.” 
Which implies, that he was as a father, an 
inſtructor, and a good, governor over his peo- 
ple.——And Moſes, conſidered as a man of 
God, muſt neceſſarily have had a proſpect of 
ſome real advantage in the ſtrangers and hea- 
thens being ſervants. to the Uſraelites for a 
time. 

. As makin had received and eſtabliſhed 
many. erroneous opinions and hurtful cuſ- 
toms, their living and converſing with the 
Jews, while the Jews ſtood faithful to their 


principles, might be helpful to remove . thoſe 


errors, and reform their manners. But 
for men, with private views, to aſſume an 
abſolute power over the perſons and proper- 
ties of others; and continue it from age to 
age in the line of natural generation, with- 
out regard to the virtues and vices of their 


ſucceſſors, as it is manifeſtly. contrary: to true 


univerſal love, and attended with great evils, 
there requires the cleareſt evidence to beget a 


belief in us, that Moſes intended that the 
ſtrangers ſhould as ſuch be ſla ves to the Jews. - 


He directed them to buy ſtrangers and ſo- 
journers—lt : appears . that chere were ſtrang- 
1 | . ers 


deen 5 tad FRETS — in 15 1 
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in vv ere free ten; aft co fi- 
deritig with what tenderneſs and hutanity 
the Jews, by their law, were obkged to u 
their ſervants, and what care as k be taken 
to inſtruct them in the true religion, it is not 
unkkely that ſome ſtrangers in poverty and 
diſtreſs were willing to enter 1 * bonds to 
ſervt the Jews as löng as they lived 1 in 
ſuch caſe the Jews, by. their law,” had a right 
to their ſervice during life. * 
When the awl was bored: Gene the eur 
| of the Hebrew ſervant, the text faith, He 
4 ſhall ſerve for ever; yet we 40 tiot ſup- 
poſe that by the word d for ever,“ it was in- 
tended that none of his poſterity ſhould af- 
rermyards 5 free; When ws . ſajd in regard to 
the rs which. th bought, The 
ee on?” e. tz de wh 
underſtood to mean” ally the perſons [o pur. 
chaſed; all preceding relates to buying them; 
and what follows, to the continuanet of their 
feryice, Tou thall take them as an inhe- 
© ritznce to your children after yen; they 
* ſhall be your bondmen for ever.” it may 
* — underſtood to Rand limited to thoſe 
purchaſed. - nl SN. it 
| — directing Nen A bb us 6 
£ wh their bande ahF: feet, wheti they went 
into the tabernacle of the congregation, ſaith; 
ft mall be a ſtatute for evet to them, even 
* to him and his ſeed” throughout Al gene- 
rkrations.“ And to exprefs the continuance 
of the law, it was his common lamguage, 
1. ſhall be a — 
* your 


22 


. 
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* your generations,” So that had he intend- 
ed the poſterity of the ſtrangers ſo purchaſed 
to continue in ſlavery of the Jews, it looks 
likely . _ _ have uſed ſome terms 
ry 'The Jews undoubtedly 
— — 64 thay: kept as ſuch from one 
= to another; but that this was agreeable 
to the genuine deſign of their inſpired law 
| dive is far from being a clear caſe. 
Making conſtructions of the-law contrary 
to the true meaning of it, was: common 
amongſt that people, > —Samuel's ſons took 
bribes, and — - judgment. 
complained: that they juſtified the wicked for 
reward. Zephaniah, cotemporary with 
Jeremiah, on account of the injuſtice of the 
civil magiſtrates, declared that thoſe judges 
were evening wolves; and chat the Prieſte 
did violence to the law. 
Jeremiah acquaihts. us, that "the; prieſts 
cried- | ce, when there was no peace; 
by which -means. the people grew bold in 
their wickedneſs; and having committed 
abominations, were not aſhamed; but, thro 
wrong conſtructions of the law, they juſtifi- 
ed themſelves, and boaſtingly ſaid We are 
* wiſe; and the law of the Lord is with us.” 
Theſe corruptions continued till the days of 
our Saviour, who told the Phariſees, You 
% have made the commandment of God of 
none effect thro your tradition 
Thus it appears that they corrupted the 
law of Moſes; nor is it unlikely that among 
_— others this was one; for oppreſſing the 
| U ſtrangers 


—Ifaiah 
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| RAttangers was a heavy charge againſt the 


Jews, and very often ſtrongly 'repreſented by 
the Lord's faithful prophets. 
That the liberty of man was, by the in- 
ſpired law-giver, eſteemed precious, appears 
in this; that fuch who unjuſtly deprived 


men of it, were to be puniſhed in like man- 


ner as if they had murdered them. He 
« that ſtealeth a man, and ſelleth him; or if 
* he be found in his hand, ſhall ſurely be 
put to death.” This part of the law was 
ſo conſiderable, that Paul, that learned Jew, 
giving a brief account of the uſes of the law, 
adds this, It was made for men- ſtealers, 
ö ¼ A 
The great men amongſt that people were 
exceedingly oppreſſive; and, it is likely, ex- 
erted their whole ſtrength and influence to 
have the law conſtrued to ſuit their turns — 
The honeft fervants of the lord had heavy 
work with them in regard to their oppreſſi- 
on; a few inſtances follow. 'Thas faith 
the Lord of hoſts, the God of Ifrael, 
& amend your ways, and your doings; and I 
„ will cauſe you to dwell in this place, If 
« you thoroughly execute judgment between 
« A man and ee e if you oppreſs 
not the ſtranger, the fatherleſs and the wi- 
dow; and ſhed not innocent blood in this 
« place; neither walk after other gods to 
« your hurt, then will J cauſe you to dwell 
«in this 2 Jer. vii. Again a meſ- 
ſage was ſent not only to the inferior mini- 
ſters of juſtice, but alſo to the chief ruler. 


„ Thus 
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. Thus ſaith the Lord, go down to the houſe 
of the king of Judah, and ſpeak there this 
« word; execute ye judgment and righteouſ- 
« neſs, and deliver the. ſpoiled . aut. of the 
* hand of the oppreſſor; and do no. wrong; 
4 do no violence to the. ſtranger, the father- 
t leſs and the widow; neither ſhed innocent 
blood in this «ro Then adds, That 
« in ſo doing they ſhould proſper; but if ye 
« will not _ nw 5 words, Fe ſwear b y my- 
6 Ks ſaith the Lord, that this Row Wall 
« become a.deſolation,” Arni, 
The king, the princes and rulers were 
— in oppreſſion before the Babyloniſh 
captivity ʒ for whatever courts of juſtice were 
retained amongſt them; or however they de- 
cided matters betwixt men of eſtates, 510 is 
pla in that the cauſe of the deR was 105 Was 
$8 in equity. . 
It appears that the. great men amon d the 
1 were fully reſolved to have ſlaves, even 
of their own brethren, Jer. xxxiv. Notwith- 
7 8 the prom iſes and en of the 
Lord, by the prophet, and their ſolemn co- 
venant to ſet . them free, confirmed by the 
imprecation of paſſing between the parts of a 
calf cut in twain; intimating by that cere- 
mony, that on breach of the covenant, it 
were juſt for their bodies to be ſo cut in 
pieces. Vet after all, they held faſt to their 
old cuſtom, and called home the ſervants 
whom they had ſet free. And Je, were 
„ now turned, and had done Sehe 1n my 
* hte in Peockiming liberty every man 1912 
«& 18 
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« His neighbour ; and ye had made a cove- 

44 nant before me, in the houſe Which is call. 

« ed by my name; but ye turned, and pol- 
e juted my name, and cauſed-every man his 
| wh ſexvant, whom he had ſet at liberty at their 

« pleaſure, to return, and brought them in- 

«x ſubjeQion, | to be unto you for — 

«and for 'handmaids: Therefore thus ſaith 
| the Lo _ ye C More hearkened unto 2 
i „“ ir proclaimin pats = every one to his 
ne ebe a 1 every one de his'brother. 
: 


« Behold 1 ln liberty to vou, ſaith 
« the Lord, to the ſword, to the peſtilence, 
« and to the famine; and I will make you 
« to be removed into all the kingdoms of the 
0 earth The men who tranſgreſſed my co 
* venant — made, and paſſed be- 
c tween the parts of the calf, J will give in+ 
« to the hands of their enemies, and their 
© dead bodies ſhall be for meat unto the 
« fowls of the heaven, and the beaſts'of the 
* earth” . 11 1 
Soon after this ther city: _ hen al: 
burat ; the king's ſons and the princes ſlain ; 
and the king, with the chief mei of his king- 
| dom, carried captive to Babylon. Exekiel, 
| propheſying the return of that "people to their 
hg land, directs, Ve ſhall divide the 
land by lot, for an inheritance unto you, 
% and to the ſtiangets that ſoourn amongſt 
& you; in what tribe the Atanger> fojonrns, | 
0 there» hall ye give him his inheritance, 
ee faith the Lord God.“ Nor is this particu- 


lar eee and the authority with which 
it 


** 
1 

* 

2 
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it is enforced, without a tacit - implication, 
that their anceſtors had erred in their conduct 
towardy the nnn 
Some who keep ſlaves, have doubted as to 
the equity of the practice; but as they knew 
men, noted for their piety, who were in it, 


To lean on the example of men in doubt 
ful caſes, is difficult: For only admit, that 


| thoſe men were not faithful and upright to 


the higheſt degree, but that in ſome particu- 
lar caſe they erred, and it may follow that 
this one caſe: was the fame, about which we 
are in doubt; and to quiet. our minds by 
their example, may be dangerous to our- 
ſelves; and continuing it, prove a ſtum- 
bling block to tender- minded F people who 5 
ſucceed us, in like manner as their examples 
are to us. ee ee ee e 
But ſuppoſing charity was their only mo- 
tive, and they not foreſeeing the tendeney f 
paying robbers for their booty, were not juſt- 
ly under the imputation of being partners 
with a thief, Prov. xxix, 24. but were really 
innocent in what they did, are we aſſured 
that we keep them with the ſame views they 
kept them ? If we keep them from no other 
motive than a real ſenſe of duty, and true 
charity governs us in all our proceedings to- 
ward them, we are ſo far ſafe: but if another 
ſpirit, which inclines our minds to the ways 
of this world, prevail upon us, and we are 
concerned for our own: outward- gain more 
than for their real happineſs, it will avail us 
L211 ; ED nothing 


from their own 
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nothing that ſome good men have the 
care and management of Negroes.  * - 
Since mankind ſpread upon the ale, ma- 
ny have been the revolutions attending the 
ſeveral families, and their cuſtoms and ways 
of life different from each other. This di- 
verſity of manners, tho' ſome are prefer- 
able to others, operates not in favour of any, 


Jo far as to juſtify them to do violence to in- 


nocent men; to bring them from their own 
to another way of life. The mind, when 
moved by a principle of true love, __y feel 
a warmth of gratitude to the univerſal father, 
and a lively ſympathy with thoſe nations, 
where divine Light has been leſs manifeſt. 
This deſire for their real good may beget a 
_ willingneſs to undergo hardſhips for their 
ſakes, that the true knowledge of God may 
be ſpread 3 them: But to take them 
and, with views of profit 
ourſelves, b means inconſiſtent with © 
Juſtice, is foreign to that principle w ok 
ſeeks the happineſs of the whole creation. 
Forced ſubjection, of innocent perſons of full 
age, is inconſiſtent with right reaſon ; on one 
ſide, the human mind is not naturally forti- 
fied with that firmneſs in wiſdom and good- 
_ neſs, neceſſary to an independant ruler; on 
the other ſide, to be ſubject to the uncon- 
troulable will of a man, liable to err, is moſt 
— and 8 to a conſcientious crea- 
A 
It is our happineſs faithfully to ve the 
ron *** who made us: His 3 
makes 
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makes our ſervice reaſonable; but ſo long as 


men are biaſſed by narrow ſelf· love, ſo long 
an abſolute e over other men is ant for 
them. Foo 
Men, taking on them the government * 
ee may intend to govern reaſonably, and 
make their ſubjects more happy than they 
would be otherwiſe; but, as abſolute com- 
mand belongs only to him who is perfect, 
where frail me men, in their own wills, aſſume 
ſuch command, it hath a direct tendency to 
vitiate their minds, and make them more un- 
fit for government. | 
Placing on men the ignominious title 

8 LAVE, drefling them in uncomely gar- 
ments, keeping them to ſervile labour, in 
which they are. often dirty, tends gradually 
to fix a notion in the mind, that they are a 
fort of people below us in nature, and leads 
us to conſider them as ſuch in all our con- 
cluſions about them. And, moreover, a 
perſon which in our eſteem is mean and con- 
temptible, if their language or behaviour to- 

ward us is unſeemly or diſreſpectful, it ex- 
cites wrath more powerfully than the like 
conduct in one we accounted our equal or 
ſuperior; and where this happens to be the 
caſe; it diſq ualifies for candid judgment ; for 
it is unfit hes perſon to fit as a judge in a caſe 
where his own perſonal reſentments are ſtir- 
red up; and, as members of ſociety in a well- 
framed government, we are mutually depen- 
dent. 1 — intereſt incites to duty, and 


_ each man attentive to x te conveni- 


cncc 
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ence of others; but he whoſe will is a law: to 
others, and can enforee obedience by puniſh- 


ment; he whoſe wants are ſupplied without 


feeling any obligation to make equal returns 
to his benefactor, his irregular appetites find 
an open field for motion, and he is in dan- 
ger of growing hard, and inattentive to their 
convenience Who labour for his ſupport; and 
ſo loſes that Adee in which alone men 
are fit to govern. 
' The Engliſh government hath boon com- 
mended by candid foreigners for the diſuſe 
of racks and tortures, ſo much practiſed in 
ſome Rates; but this multiplying ſlaves no- 
leads to it; for where — exact hard la- 
bour of others, without a ſuitable reward, 
and are reſolved to continue in that way, ſe- 
verity to ſuch who oppoſe them becomes the 
conſequence ; and ſeveral Negro criminals, 
among the Engliſh in America, have been 
executed in a lingering, nn Way, my 
terrifying to others. 
It is a happy caſe to ſet out right, and per- 
ſevere in the ſame way: A wrong — 
leads into many difficulties; for to 2 
_ ene evil, another becomes cuſtomary ; two 
3 uces more; and the further men 
in this way, the greater their dangers, their 
doubts and fears; and the more painful and 
perplexing are their circumſtances ; ſo that 
ſuch who are true friends to the real and laſt- 
intereſt of our country, and candidly con- 
Gr the tendency of things, cannot but feel 
ne concern on this account, #5 2 
| There 
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Thers. 3 is that ſuperiority .in men over the 
1 e creatures, and ſome of them ſo mani- 
feſtly dependent on men for a living, that for 
them to ſerve us in moderation, ſo far as re- 
lates to the right uſe of things, looks conſo- 
nat to the deſign: of our Creator. 
There is nothing in their frame, nothi 
relative to the propagating their ſpecies, whi ng F 
es the contrary.z but in men there is. 
frame of men's bodies, and the diſpoſi- 
— of their minds are different; ſome, Who 
are tough and ſtrong, and their minds active, 
chuſe Ways of life requiring much labour to 
ſupport. th them; others are ſoon - and 
tho uſe makes labour more tolerab Is yet 
ſome are leſa apt for toil than others, and 
their minds leſs ſprightly. Theſe ee la- 
bouring for their ſubſiſtance, 3 
chuſe à life eaſy to ſupport, 255 4 
with a little. When they are weary they may | 
reſt, take the moſt ady b part of the 
day for labour ; and in N | 
one thing to another, that their 
e bs 1 75 13 3 
Now, While rack: is oy liberty, the latter 
may be as happy, and live as comfortably as 
the former; but where men of the firſt ſort 
have the latter under abſolute . command, 
not conſidering the odds in ſtrength and firm- 
neſs, do, ſometimes, in their eager. purſuit, 
lay on A eee by de- 
grees grow rigorous, aſpiring to E 
_ neſs, they . oppreſſion, and 8 
| * of } cind Providence 1 is ubverted. " Ther | 


ch 
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There are weakneſſes ſometimes attending 
us, which make little or no alteration in our 
countenances, nor much leſſen our appetite 
for food, and yet ſo affect us, as to make la- 
bour very uneaſy. In ſuch caſe, maſters; in- 


tent on putting forward buſineſs,” and jealous 


of the ſincerity of their ſlaves, may diſbelieve 


: what they tay, and grievouſ] afflict them. 


Action is neceſſary for all men, and our 
exhauſting frame requires a ſupport, which 


js the fruit of action. The earth muſt be 


laboured to keep us alive: labour is a proper 
part of our life; to make one anſwer the 
other in ſome uſeful motion, looks agreeable 
jo the defi - of our Creator. Motion, right- 
ly manage tends to our MatisfaQion, health 


"Thoſe who quit all uſeful buſineſs, and live 
wholly on the labour of others, haye their ex- 


and ſupport. 


_ erciſe to ſeek; ſome ſuch uſe leſs than their 


health requires; others chuſe that which, by 


the Se ene attending it, proves utter- 


ly reverſe to true happineſs. Thus, while 
ome are divers ways diſtreſſed for want of 
an open channel of uſeful action, thoſe who 
ſupport them ſigh, and are exhauſted in a 
ſtream too powerful for nature, ſpending their 
days with too little ceſſation from labour. 
Seed ſown with the tears of a confined op- 
preſſed people, harveſt cut down by an over- 


borne diſcontented reaper, makes bread leſs 
ſweet to the taſte of an honeſt man, than 


that which is IT * or Jr 7 h 


" 


Aa 
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ſuch voluntary action, which is one proper 


part of the buſineſs of human creatures. 
Again, the weak ſtate of the human ſpe- 
_ ties, in bearing and bringing forth their 
young, and the * — condition of their 
young beyond that of other creatures, clearly 
ſhew that Perfect Goodneſs deſigns a tender 
care and regard ſhould be exerciſed toward 


them; and that no imperfect, arbitrary pow- | 


er ſhould prevent the cordial effects of that 
ſympathy, which is, in the minds of well- 
met pairs, to each other, and toward their 
offspring. | 111 SIT 110 


are more rational and durable than in others 
below us: the care and labour of raiſing our 
offspring much greater. The ſatisfaction a- 
riſing to us in their innocent company, and 
in their advances from one rational improve- 
ment to another, is conſiderable, when two 


are thus joined, and their affections ſincere. 
It however happens among ſla ves, that they 


are often ſituate in different places; and their 
ſeeing each other depends on the will of men, 
liable to human pains and a bias in judg- 
ment; who, with views of ſelf-intereſt,” may 
keep them apart more than'is right. Being 
abſent from each other, and often with other 
company, there is a danger of their affections 
being alienated, jealouſies ariſing, the hap- 


pineſs otherwiſe reſulting from their offspring 


fruſtrated, and the comforts of marriage de- 


ſtroyed. Theſe things being conſidered gloſe-. 


ly, 


25 
— — , —⁵²bUo TT TT a 
* PR _—— — — — _— 
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I, as happening to a near friend, will aps 


pear to be hard and painful. 

He who xeverently obſerves that f goodneſs 
manifeſted by our gracious — towndd 
the various pecies of beings in this world, 
will fee, that in our frame and conſtitution is 
clearly ſhewn' that innocent men, capable to 


manage for themſelves; were not Intbnded to 
be ſla ves. 


A perſon lately 5 trvlling amo git the 
Ne oes near Senegal, ha * — | 
Thich way ſoe ver I turned my eyes on 
this pleaſant ſpot, I beheld a perfect image 
of pure nature; an agreeable ſolitude, 
* bounded on every ſide by charming land- 

+ ſcapes, the rural ſituation of in the 
« midſt of trees. The eaſe and indolence of 
the Negroes reclined under the ſhade of 
their ſpreading foliage; the ſimplicity of 
their dreſs and manners; the whole reviv- 
ed in my mind the idea of our firſt parents, 
and I ſeemed to contemplate the world in 


* its primitive ſtate.” M. Adanſon, page 55. 


Some Negroes in theſe parts, who have 
had an agreeable education, — manifeſted 
a brightneſs of -underſtanding equal to 
js A retnark of * ee find in et 
man, pa 28. 5 1 egroes ida, 
? Lal le, — ſo: — quick in their 
« merchandize' accounts, that they caſily 
<< reckon as juſtly: — quickly in there heads 
e only, as we with the aſſiſtance of pen and 
8. ink, tho” the ſum amounts to ſeveral | 
6, * | 

Thro 


WE. 


„ + 
© IN 


„ 
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Through the force of long cuſtom, it ap- 
pears need:ul to ſpeak in relation to colour. — 
Suppoſe a white child, born. of parents of the 
meaneſt ſort, who died and left him an in- 
fant, falls into the hands of a perſon, who 
endeavours to keep him a ſlave, ſome men 
would account him an unjuſt man in doing 
ſo, who yet appear eaſy while many black 
people, of honeſt lives, and good abilities, 
are enſlaved, in a manner more ſhocking 
than the caſe here ſuppoſed. This is owing 
chiefly to the idea of ſlavery being connected 
with the black colour, and liberty with the 
white :—and where falſe ideas are twiſted 
into our minds, it is with difficulty we get 
fairly diſentangled. RP Toros 

A traveller, in cloudy weather, miſſeth his 
way, makes many turns while he is loft , ſtill 
forms in his min the bearing and ſituation 
of places, and though the ideas are wrong, 
they fix as faſt as if they were right. Find- 
ing how things are, we ſee our miſtake; yet 
the force of reaſon, with repeated obſervati- 
ons on places and things, do not ſoon remove 
_ thoſe falſe notions, ſo faſtened upon us, but 
it will ſeem in the imagination as if the an- 
nual courſe of the ſun was altered; and 
though, by recolleQion, we are affured it is 
not, yet thoſe ideas do not ſuddenly leave us. 

Selfiſnneſs being indulged, clouds the un- 
derſtanding; and where ſelfiſh men, for a 
long time, proceed on their way, without 
oppoſition, the deceiveableneſs of unrighte=- 
ouſneſs gets ſo rooted in their intellects, that 
*** | X a candid 
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a candid examination of things relating to 
ſelf· intereſt is prevented; and in this cir- 
cumſtance, ſome who would not agree to 
make a ſlave of a perſon whoſe colour is like 
their own, appear eaſy in making ſlaves of 
others of a different colour, though their un- 
derſtandings and morals are 3 to the ge- 
nerality of men of their own colour. 
The colour of a man avails — in 
matters of right and equity. Conſider co- 
lour in relation to treaties; by ſuch, diſputes 
betwixt nations are ſometimes ſettled. And 
ſhould the father of us all fo diſpoſe things, 
that treaties with black men ſhould ſometimes 
be neceſſary, how then would it appear a- 
mongſt the princes and ambaſſadors, to inſiſt 
on the prerogative of the white colour? 
Whence is it that men, who CG bs 8 
righteous omnipotent Being, to whom all 
nations ſtand equally relate and are equal- 
ly accountable, remain ſo eaſy in it; but for 
that the ideas of Negroes and ſlaves are ſo 
interwoven in the mind, that they do not 

diſcuſs this matter with that — — and 
freedom of thought, which the caſe Juni 
calls for? 

To come at a right feeling of their condi- 
tion, requires bumble ſerious thinking; for, 
in their preſent ſituation, they have but little 
to engage our et. en in their fa- 
our. 

Had we a * or a e n in 
the ſame caſe, in which many of them are, it 
wow alarm us, and mn us feel their con- 

| | . .dition 
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dition without ſeeking-for it. The adverſity 


of an intimate friend will incite our compaſ- 
fion, while others, equally good, 12 the like 
| trouble, will but litele affect us. 3 
Again, the man in worldly honogry hunk 
we conſider as our ſuperior, treating us with 
kindneſs and generoſity, begets a return of 
gratitude and Frienddhip. toward him. We 
may receive as great benefits from men a de- 
gree lower than ourſelves,” in the common 


way of reckoning, and feel ourſelves leſs en- 


gaged in favour of them. Such is our con- 
dition -by nature; and theſe things being nar- 


rowly watched and eminec. will be” found | 


to center in ſelf- love. 


The blacks ſeem far from dae our kinf- s 


folks, and did we find an agreeable diſpoſiti- 
on and ſound u 


ſing from an open friendſhip with a perſon of 
ſo vile a ſtock, in the common eſteem, would 


naturally tend to hinder it. They have nei- 


ther honours, riches, outward magnificence, 
nor power; their dreſs coarſe, and often rag- 
ged; their employ drudgery, and much in 


the dirt: they have little or nothing at com- 
mand; but muſt wait upon and work for 
others, to obtain the neceſſaries of life; ſo 
re is not 
much to engage the friendſhip, or move the 
affection of ſelfiſh men, but uch who live i — if 


te E 


that, in their preſent ſituation, th 


hy POR of true * 7 to ſympathiſe wit 


nderſtanding in ſome of them, 
which appeared as a good foundation for a 
true friendſhip between us, the diſgrace ari- 


P 
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he afflicted in the low: t ſtatior Ay _ 18 a 
thing familiar to them; 1 1617 
Such is the kindneſs of our Cre tor, / that 
people applying their -ininds to ſound wiſ- 
in general, with moderate exer- 

eiſe, vrch comfortably, where no miſapplied 
power hinders it. We in theſe parts have 
— of are ions to acknowledge it. But men 
the true uſe of things, their lives are 
ain. yu have prion real xo cients in 
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3 e Sekions 1 W and hoep- 
ing ſlaves, that they may li ve ehe 
ſure conformable to thoſe cuſtoms of the 

_ which have in them a tincture of lux- 

ury; for when we, in the leaſt d de, de- 
| — — that uſe of the creatures, for which 
eres Creator of all ue ee them, there 

xury be 

And i Ne conider this: way ol ifs FRY 
ouſly, we thall fee there is nothing in it ge 
ficient to induee a wiſe man to chuſe it, be- 
fore a plain, ſimple way of living. If * 
examine ſtately buildings and equipage, de- 
_ licious' food, ſuperſine cloaths, ſilks and 
linens ; if we conſider the ſplendour of choice 
metal faſtened upon raiment, and the moſt 

inventions of men; it will yet appear 

that the humble-minded man, who is con- 

tented with the true uſe of houſes, food and 

garments, and chearfully exerciſeth 1 | 
agreeable to his ſtation in civil ſociety, t 

earn a them,” WO! rey" and rd 

covers 


1 


| wrong uſe 


„ 


we ehjirs after ima 


mals 
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oovers more ſoundneſs of underſtanding in 


his conduct, than ſuch who lay heavy bur- 


dens on others, to ſupport, themſelyes in a 
luxurious way of living. 


George Buchanan, in hls hiſtory. of Scot- 
lang, page 62, tells of ſome ancient N 
tants — . — were l om a 


iron, ye variety: hers —— and, with ani- 


of all ſhapes, and wear no garments, 

that they ſhould-aot not hide their pichunes * ane 

were therefore called Picts.“ on WT 
Did we ſec thoſe. poople theink” with pain, 


for a conſiderable time together, under the 


point or edge of this iron inſtrument, and 
their bodies all bloody with the operation; 


did we ſee them ſometimes naked, ſuffering 1 


with cold. and refuſe to put on garments, 
that thoſe imaginary enſigns of grandeur 


might not be concealed, it is likely we ſhould 


pity their folly, and fondneſs. for thoſe. things: 
bus if we candidly compare their conduct, in 
that caſe, with ſome conduct amon ſt our- 
ſelyes, will it not apptar that” dur fol is the 
rente? q 401 „ AR PINE 7 
In true 1 ſim plicity, yo: food? all 

things, a ſpirit which breathes 
nd good — — but when 
grandeur, and ap- 


ply to ſelfiſh means to attain our end, this 


deſire, in its original, is the ſame with the 


— m Ns 
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the evil oonſequenoes attending ou ir 7 oceed- 
vue are the greateſt. PS ORD O10 
A covetous mind, which ſecks "Sppiortani. 
ty to exalt itſelf, is a ow enemy to true 
Harmony in a country: envy and grudging 
uſually accompany” this Aupogtden, and it 
tends to ſtir up its likeneſs in others. And 
Where this diſpoſition ariſeth ſo high, as to 
:mbolden'us'to look upon honeſt induſtrious 
men as our on property during life; and to 
keep them to hard labour, to Frilwpdet u us in 
thoſe cuſtoms whieh have not their founda- 
tion in right reaſon; or to uſe any means f 
oppreſſion; a haughty Tpirit is cheriſhed on 
one ſide, and the defire of revenge frequent- 
ly on the other, till dhe inhabitants of the 
land are ripe for great commotion and trou- 
ble; and thus luxury and oppreſſion have the 
no Ws var en Geld in — 
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at the places where they are firſt Fal. 
I. on ne bie. "Trad oe HOq: ADS: cr: 
eadoond”, Hod, ift seni, % n 
c 


) OSMA N en SE was facor 

| for the Dutch about ſixteen years in that 

— (page 339) thus remarks}. But 

ſince I have ſo often mentioned that com- 

= merce, I ſhall: deſcribe how. it is managed 

10 by our factors. * he firſt buſineſs of m 
4 * 


of our factors, when he comes to Fida; is 


<+ to ſatisfy the cuſtoms of the king, and the 


„great men, which amounts to about one 
red pounds, in Guinea value, as the 
muſt ſell there. After which we 
have. free licence to trade, which is pub- 
* liſhed: throughout the whole land by the 
« cryer. - And yet before: we can deal with 


10. 


< any perſon, we are obliged to buy the 


* king's whole ſtock of ſlaves, at a ſet price; 


* which! is commonly one- third or fourth : 


„ higher than ordinary. After which, we 


have free leave to deal with all his: ſubjects, 


« habitants with 


* 


of what rank ſoe ver. But if there happen 
4 to be no ſtock of lla ves, the factor muſt 
i reſolve to run the riſk of truſting. the in- 
ds, to the ee. one 
<« or two hundre: . vhich commodi- 
ties they ſend into the inland country, in 
« order to buy with them ſlaves at all mar- 
þ kets, and that ſometimes two hundred 


* 


miles deep in the country: for you: ought 


| « to be informed, that markets of are 
here kept in the ſame manner as they of 


dean are with us. 
Moſt of the ſlaves . are pe to 


oi us, are priſoners of war, which are ſold 


„„ 


bs examined, even to the {ſmalleſt member, 


„by the victors as their booty. 
theſe ſlaves come to Fida, they are put in 


concerning them, they are all brought out 
in a large plain, where, by our ſurgeons, 
whoſe province it is, they are thoroughly 


„ and 


When 
< priſons all together; and when we treat 
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% and that naked, both men and women, 
„without the leaſt diſtinction or modeſty, 
% Thoſe which are approved as good, are ſet 


on one ſide. The invalids and maimed 


being thrown . the remainder are num- 
3 and it is entered who delivered 
„ them: in the mean while a burning iron, 
with the arms or name of the company, 
lies in the fire, with which ours are mark - 
« ed on the breaſt. This is done, that we 
5 may diſtinguiſh them from the ſlaves of 
the Engliſh, French, or others. When 
e have agreed. with the owners of the 
ſlaves, they are returned to their priſons, 
* where, from that time forward, they are 
kept at our charge, coſt us two-pence a 
day a ſlaye, which. ſerves to ſubſiſt them, 
like our criminals, on bread and water: 
ſo that, to ſave charges, we ſend them on 
board our ſhips the firſt opportunity; be- 
= nar e their maſters ſtrip them of all 
they have on their backs, ſo that they 
come aboard ſtark naked, as well women 
1 as men; in which condition they are ob- 
* liged to continue, if the maſter of the ſhip 
is not ſo charitable: (which he cot monly 
* 18) as to beſtow ſomething. he N to 
cover their nakedneſt. $1043 
Same author, page 31o0ůG The ichabi⸗ 
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pend on plunder, and the flaye-trade, 
+ both which they very much exceed the lat. 
" ter; for being endowed with more courage, 
* * they rob more Cad and * that 
* means 
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„ means increaſe their trade: notwithſtanding 
« which, to freight a yeſſel with ſlaves, re- 
L.. © quires ſome months attendance, In the 
<< year 1697, in three days time I could get 


put three ſlaves; but they aſſured me, that 


„if I would have patience for other three 


days only, they ſhould be able to deliver 


< me one or two hundred. 

Boſman, page 440. We caſt anchor at 
cape Mizurada, but not one Negroe coming 
„on board, Iwent on ſhore; and being deſi- 
e rous to be informed why they did not come 
„on board, was. anſwered, That about two 


months before, the Englim had been there 


* n two veſſels, and had ravaged the coun- 


deſtroyed all their canoes, plundered 


0 9 houſes, and carried off ſome of their 
people for flaves; upon which the remain- 
« der fled to the inland country, The 
Stell us, they live in peace with 'all thei 
* neighbours, and have no notion of ani 

other enemy than the Engliſh; of whic 

* nation they had taken ſome then; and 
* publickly declared, that they would endea- 
«. your-to get as many of them, as the two 
mentioned ſhips had carried off of their 
„ natives. Theſe unhappy Engliſh were in 
danger of being ſacrificed to the memory of 


* their friends, e ſome of their — 0 


1 öff. 
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| EXTRACTS from A Collection of 
1 Vox Ans. Vol. 3 Js 
TF E author, a popiſh 2 ſpeak- 
ing of his departing from the Negroe 
country to Brazil, faith, I remember the 
duke of Bambay (a Negro chief) one day 
ſent me ſeveral 7 ig to * my ſlaves, which 
1 would not accept of; but . ſent them back 
to him. I afterwards told him, I came not 
into his country to make ſlaves; but rather 
to deliver thaſs from the ſlavery of the devil, 
whom he kept in miſerable — 3 Kuhay The 
ſhip. I went aboard was loaded with elephants 
teeth, and ſla ves, to the number of ſix hun- 


_ dred and eighty men, women and children. 


It was a pitiful fight, to behold how all theſe 
People. were beſtowed. The men were ſtand- 
ing in the hold, faſtened one to another with 
ſtakes, for fear they ſhould riſe and kill the 
_ whites: the women were between the decks, 
and thoſe that were with child in the great 
cabbin: the children in the ſteerage, preſſod 
together like herrings in à barrel; Which 
| cauſed; an intolerable heat and ſtench.” 1 Fage 
ti 5 'Iti is now time (faith. The: ; author) 
| ſpeak. of a brutiſh cuſtom. theſe people 
have amongſt them in making ſlaves; Which 
* take not to be lawful for * been, of a 
conſcience to buy.” —— 
5 "He then deſcribes how women hetray K men 
into ſlavery, and adds, There are others 
| going vp into the inland eee, and, thro' 
pretence 
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retence of iſdiction, ſeize men upon an 
__ e and fel Fog ond for Faves 
Page 537. 

The dutbor of this Geige ane with 
a perſon of good credit, was informed by him, 
that in his youth, while in England, he was 
minded to come to America, and happening 
on a veſſel bound for Gues; and from 
thence into America, he, with a view to ſee 
Africa, went on board her, and continued 
with them in their voyage, and ſo came into 
this country. Among other circumſtances he 


coaſt ' about three hundred ſlaves; ſome of 
them he underſtood were captives of war; 
ſome ſtolen by other Negroes privately.—— 
When they had got many ſlaves on board, 
but were ſtill on that coaſt, a plot was laid 
by an old Negroe, notwithſtanding the men 
had irons on their hands and feet, to kill the 
Engliſh and take the veſſel; Which being dif- 
covered, the man was banged, and many 
Ä ſlaves made to [ROGER him as e 


rH Ane Gives was charged with having a 


related theſe: They purchaſed on the 


deſign to kill the Engliſh; and the captain 


ſpoke to him in relation to the charge brought | 
againſt him, as he ſtood on deck; whereupon: 

he immediately throw! it m into the' fea, 135 
and was drowned.” © © 1 
\- + Several Neproes, * on beard; were, 
he ſaid; ſo extremely uneaſy with their con- 
dition, that after many endeavours” uſed, 

they could never make.them cat nor. drink 
| x | alter 


Nr y came OE a in a dete 
rate reſolution, ſtarved themſelves to death 
* dev toward the laſt like mad- men. 
in Randall's geog aphy, printed 1744, we 
are. informed, That in a time of full peace 
nothing is more common than for the/Negroes 
of one nation to ſteal thoſe of another, and 
ſell them to the Buropeans. It is thought 
that the Baß tranſmit annually near fifty 
thouſand of theſe unhappy creatures; and 
the other European nations nene about 
two hundred thouſand more. 
It is through the goodneſs of God: that the 
reformation from groſs, idolatry: and barbari- 
ty hath been thus far effected; if we. conſider 
ee as 3 and —f benefits 
we enjoy, and compare them wirh the condi- 
tion of thoſe people, and confider-that our 
nation trading with them for their country 
luce, have had an opportunity of i ——— 
ing uſeful inſtructions to them, and remem- 
4 that. but little pains have been taken 
therein, it muſt book like an indifferenee in 
us. But when we reflect on a cuſtom the 
moſt ſhocking of any amongſt them, and re- 
member that, with a view to outward gain, 
we have joined as parties in it; that our con- 
currence with them in their barbarous 
coedings, has tended to harden them in cru- 
elty, and been a means of increaſing calami- 
ties in their country, we muſt-own that 
rein we have acted contrary to thoſe wor- 
thies whoſe lives and ſubſtance were ſpent in 
"ee truth and righteouſneſs . 
N 
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ay heathen. When Saul, by the hand of 
, flew four ſcore prieſts at once, he had 
a eaſy that one of them at leaſt was con- 
federate with David, whom he conſidered as 
his enemy, ——Herod {laying all the male 
children in Bethlehem of two years old and 
under, was an act of uncommon cruelty ; but 
he ſuppoſed there was a male child there, 
within that age, who was likely to be king 
of the Jews, and finding no way to deſtroy 
him, but by deſtroying them all, thought 
this the moſt effectual means to ſecure the 
kin dom'to his own family, | 
hen the ſentence againſt the proteſtants 
of Marindol, &c. in France, was put in ex- 
ecution, t numbers of people fled to the 
W amongſt whom were ancient 
e, women ON with child, and others 
with babes in their arms, who endured cala- 
mities S to relate, and in the end ſome 
periſhed with hunger, and many were de- 
ſtroyed by fire and ſword ; but they had this 
0s againſt them, That they obſtinately 
perfiſted in oppoſition to holy mother xo 
and being hereticks, it was right to work 
their ruin and extirpation, and raze out their 
memory from os, men. Fox's s Ads and 
Monuments, p 
In favour 'of : 0 cruekies,. every one * 
What they deemed a plea.Theſe ſcenes of 


blood and cruelty a the barbarous in- 
habitants of Guinea, are not leſs terrible 
than thoſe now+ mentioned. They are con- 
tirived from one — ä and we make 

ourſelves 


_ —— — — 
r — — 
— 
— 
9 2p WA 
2 


314 CONSIDERATIONS, on Tas 


nor do I 


ourſelyes parties and fellow-helpers in them; 
& that we have any plea in our fa- 
vour more plauſible than the plea of Saul, of 
Herod, or the French, in thoſe flaughters. _ 
Many who are parties in this trade, by 
keeping ſlaves with views of ſelf-intereſt, 
were they to go as ſoldiers in one of theſe in- 
land. Yer e to catch ſlaves, they muſt 
neceſſarily grow diſſatisfied with ſuch em- 


ploy, * ceaſe to profeſs their religious prin- 


And though the firſt and moſt ſtrik- 
fx 22 of the 20 is done at a_ great diſ- 


tance, and by other hands, yet every one 


who is acquainted with the circumſtances, 
and notwit ſtanding joins. in it for the ſake 


of gain only, muſt, in the nature o ae 


be 5 . with the others. 
Should we conſider ourſelyes. preſent. as 


ſßpectators, when cruel Negroes. privately 
catch innocent. children, who are employed 


in the fields; hear their lamentable cries, 


under the moſt terrifying apprehenſions ; or 
ſhould we look upon it as happening in our 


own families, having our children carried 
off by ſavages, we muſt needs own, that 


ſuch proceedings are contrary to the nature 
of chriſtianity : ſhould we meditate on the 


wars which are greatly increaſed by this 
trade, and on that affliction which many 
thouſands live in, through apprehenſions of 
being taken or. ain : Off. the terror and f 
amazement that villages are in, when ſur- 
rounded by theſe troops of enterpriſers 3.00, 
the wo Pain and miſery of groaning dying 

men, 


2 * 
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men, who get wounded in thoſe ee 5 
we ſhall neceſſarily fee, that it is impoſſible | 
to be parties in ſuch a trade, on the motives 
of gain, and retain our innocence. 

hould we conſider the caſe of mbltitndes- 
of thoſe people, who in a fruitful ſoil, and 
hot climate, with a little labour, raiſe grain, 
roots and pulſe to eat; ſpin and weave cot- 
ton, and faſten. together the large feathers of 
fowls, to cover their nakedneſs; many of 
whom, in much ſimplicity, live inoffenſively 
in their cottages, / and take W füt in 
raiſing up children. 
Should we contemplate on their circum- 
ſtances, when ſuddenly attacked, and labour 
to underſtand their inexpreſſible anguiſh of 
ſoul, who ſurvive the conflict; ſhould. we 
think on inoffenſive women, who fled at the 
alarm, and at. their return ſaw that vi illage, 
in which they and their acquaintance were 
raiſed up, and had pleaſantly ſpent their 
uthful days, now lying in a gloomy deſo- 
— on; ſome ſhocked at finding the mangled 
bodies of their near friends amongſt the ſlain; 
others bemoaning the abſence of a brother, a 
ſiſter, a child, or a whole family of children, 
who, by cruel. men, are bound and carried 
to market, to be ſold, without the leaſt hopes 
of ſeeing them again: add to this, the af- 
flicted condition of theſe poor captives, who 
are ſeparated from family connections, and 
all the comforts ariſing from friendſhip and 
acquaintance, carried amongſt a people of a 


— langnage, to be m_ from their 5 
oy 


7 * 
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fellow captives, put to labour in a manner 
more ſervile and weariſome than what they 
were uſed to, with many ſorrowful circum- 
ſtances attending their ſlavery; and we muſt 
neceſſarily ſee, that it belongs not to the fol- 
lowers of hig to be parties in fuck a trade, 


on the moti ves of outward 


Though there were wars md. e + 
among the Negroes, before the Europeans be- 
gan to trade there for ſlaves, yet now the ca- 
amities are — ee ſo many thou- 
ſands being annu = brou oht from thence ; 
and we, by purchaſing — with views of 
ſelf-intereſt, are become 1 with them, 
| and acceflary to that increaſe. 

In this caſe, we are not winks againſt * 
enemy who is fomenting diſcords on our con- 
tinent, and uſing all poſſible means to make 
ſlaves of us and our children; er e 

ple who have not injured us. 

If thoſe who were ſpoiled . wronged, 
: ſhould at length make ſlaves of their oppreſ- 
fors, and continue ſlavery to their poſterity, 
it would look rigorous to candid. men : but 
to act that part a le, w el 
ther they nor their fathers have injured us, 
hath ſomething in it ew pages a and re- 
— ſerious attention. 3: 

Our children breaking a bone; getting i 
bruiſed, that a leg or an arm muſt be taken 
off; loſt for a few hours, ſo that we deſpair 
of their being found again; a friend hutt; 


that he die in a day or two; theſe move 
us E wa — : and did we attend 2 


r 
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ſcenes in Africa, in like manner as if they 
were tranſacted in our preſence; and ſympa- 
thiſe with the Negroes, in all their —— 
and miſeries, as we do with our children or 
friends: We ſhould be more careful to do no- 
thing in any degree helping forward a trade 
productive of ſo many, and ſo great calami- 
ties. Great diſtance makes nothing in our 
fa vour . To willingly Join with unrighte- 
ouſneſs, to the 1 jury of men who live ſome 
| thouſand. miles off, is the ſame in ſubſtance, 
as joining nn it to the 4 uy: ot our —_ 
bout deni 

In the eye of pure j atten — 2 re- 
narded-a ording to the ſpirit and diſpoſition 
they ariſe from: ſome evils” are accounted 
ſcandalous, and the deſire of reputation may 
keep. ſelfiſhi:men , from -appearing openly in 
them; but he who is ſhy. on that/account, 
and yet by indirect means promotes that 
evil, and ſhares i in the 2 of Its; colin wit 
innocent. 1 
Hle Who. . A "Gta to ſelf-intereſt; as: 
a a ſlave, made ſo by violence, and only on the 
ſtrength of ſuch * holds bim a ſlave, 
ther bins hand 
ted — — and in the nature of things 
becomen. chargeable with the guilt. | 

Suppoſe a man wants a ſlave, an; being 
in Guinea, goes and hides by the path where 
boys paſs from one little town to another, and 
there catches one the day he expects to ſail; 
| «ds taking him on board, brings him home, 

10ut any aggrayating; circumſtances, m— 
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poſe: another buys a man, taken by them 
who live by. plunder and the {lave-trade: 
they often ſteal them privately, and often 
ſhed much blood in getting them. He who 
buys the ſlaves thus taken, pays thoſe men 
for their wickedneſs, and e en urs 
ty with Wem. 1 

Whatever nicety of difdirieSon ne may 
be, betwixt going in perſon on expeditions 
to catch ſlaves, and buying thoſe, with a view 
to ſelf-intereſt, which others have taken; it 
is clear and plain to an upright mind, that 
ſuch diſtinction is in words, not in ſubſtance; 
for the parties are concerned in the ſame 
work, and have a neceſſary connection with, 
and dependance on, each other; for were 
there none to purchaſe ſlaves, they who live 
by ſtealing and ſelling them, woul of TOS 
quence do leſs at it. 

Some would buy a Nogoe brought f from 
Guinea, with a Tie to ſelf-intereſt, and 
_— him a flave, who yet would ſeem to 
ſeruple to take arms, and j | Join with men em- 
ploye in taking flaves... 15 

Others have civil Negroes, who! were bor 
in our country, capable and likely to ma- 
nage well for 1 whom they ke 
as ſlaves, without ever trying them with 
| 2 and take the profit of their labour 
as a part of their eſtates, and yet diſap- 
hes bringing them our Whole Hen poun- 
| try. 3 of £ ET 4 5:of Bow h 
It thols' Negroes: bad come Hemp! 46 /mer- 
chants, with their i * "and gold duſt, in 
5. $100 "order 


FROES. 39 


7 . P oh = agg 
1 4 . 8 . 4 : W- = 
'Kexring op NE 


- order to trade with us, and ſome powerful 


perſon had took their effects to himſelf, and 
then put them to hard labour, and ever after 
conſidered them as ſlaves, the action would 
be looked upon as unri — | 
Thoſe Negroe mere 
after their being am ong us, whoſe endow- 
ments and conduct were like other people's in 
common, if on their attaining to mature age, 
and requeſting to have their liberty, they 
ſhould be told they were born in ſlavery, 


and were lawful! ſlaves, and therefore their 


requeſt ſnhould be denied; ſuch conduct to- 
ward them, would be looked —_ as unfair 
and oppreſlive. 1H Ya 
In the preſent daſs} eelaging: to e 
groes, whoſe underſtandings and behaviour 
are as good as common among other people, 
if we have any claim to them as ſlaves, that 
claim is grounded on their being the chil- 
dren or offspring of ſlaves, who, in general, 
were made ſuch through means as unrighte- 
ous, and attended with more terrible circum- 
ſtances than the caſe laſt ſuppoſed ; ſo the 
when we trace our claim to the bottom, theſe 


education, and given — le ſecurity to 
thoſe ho o ned them, in caſe of their becom- 
ing chargeable, we have no more equitable 
right to their ſervice, than we ſhould if they 


were the children of honeſt merchants who 


came from Guinea W- an 1 N volley to 
Nr r 
V2 ee 


ts having ehildeoi | 


home-born Negroes having paid for their 
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If we claim any right to them as the chil- 
| dine: of ſla ves, we build on the foundation 
laid by them, who made ſla ves of their an- 
ceſtors; ſo that of neceſſity we muſt either 
juſtify the trade, or relinquiſn our richt to 
them, as being the children of flaves//' 
Why ſhould it ſeem right to honeſt men to 
make ad vantage by thels- people more than 
by others? Others enjoy freedom, receive 
wages equal to their — at or near ſuch 
time as they have diſcherg ed theſe. equitable 
obligations they are 1 to thoſe who edu- 
— them. Theſe have made no contract 
3 ſerve; been no more expenſive in raiſing 
than others, and many of them appear as 
h ely to make a right uſe of freedom as other 
people ; which way then can an honeſt man 
withhold from — that liberty, which is 
the free wilt: of this: Both _ to his nean 
creatures? FO 1 a" * 4 
The upright in . cannot coe. ed the 
wicked in their wickedneſs; nor is it conſo- 
nint to the life they live, to hold faſt an ad> 
waſtage unjuſtly gaind. 
The Negroes whe live by lunar, * the 
Gave-trude; ſteal poor innocent children, in- 
vade their neighbours territories, and ſpill 
much blood to — theſe ſlaves: and can it 
be poſſible for an honeſt man to think that, 
with a view to 3 we may continue 
flavery to the offspring of theſe unhappy 
gers merely becauſe they are the chil- 
dren of llaves, and not en a . of this 


a ? 
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It is granted by many, that the means uſed 

n getting them are unrighteous, and that 
bon ing them, when brought here, is wrong ; 
| yet as — them free is attended with ſome 

difficulty, they do not comply with it; but 

ſeem to be of the opinion, that to give them 
food and raiment, and keep them ſervants, 
without any other wages, is the beſt way to 
manage them that they know of: and hoping 
that their children after them will not be 
cruel to the Negroes, | conclude to leave them 
as ſlaves to their children. 

While preſent outward intereſt is the chief 
object of our attention, we ſhall feel many 
aions in our minds againſt renouncing 
our lin to them, as the children of ſlaves; 
for being prepoſſeſſed with wrong opinions, 
prevents our ſeeing things clearly, which,” to 
indifferent perſons, are eaſy to be ſeen. 

Suppoſe a perſon ſeventy years paſt, in * 
circumſtances, bought a Negroe man and 

woman, and that the children * ſuch perſon 
are now wealthy, and have the children of 
ſuch ſlaves. Admit that the firſt Negroe man 
and his wife did as much buſineſs as their 
maſter and miſtreſs, and that the children of 
the ſlaves have done ſome more 1 their 
young maſters: ſuppoſe, on the whole, that 
—— — of _ has been leſs on the 
Negroes fide, - than on the other (all which 
are no improbable ſuppoſitions) it follows, 
that in equity theſe Negroes have a right to a 
part of this increaſe; that ſhould ſome difli- 


culties anks on their being ſet free, there is 


reaſon 
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reaſon for us patienghy-c 0 Iabour, through 
them. 7. 548 143158 Ki 
As the conduct ol men | varies; relating to 
civil ſociety ; ſo different treatment is juſtly 
due to them. Indiſcreet: men occaſion trou- 
ble in the world; and it remains to be the 
care of ſuch, who ſeek the good of cage 

to admoniſh as they find occaſion. 
The dothfulneſs. of ſome of them, - in pro- 
viding for themſelves and families, it is Uke 
ly, would require the notice of their neigh- 
bours; nor is it unlikely that ſome would, 
with jquſtice, be made ſervants, and others 
puniſhed for their crimes. Pure juſtice points 
out to each individual their due; but to de- 
ny a people the privilege of human creatures, 


on a ſuppoſition that, being free, many of 
them — be troubleſome to us, is to mix 


the condition of good and bad men together, 
—.— — the whole as e worſt ob them oi 
Ilerve. Dy 
If we | ſeriouſly: andes that — is the 
right of innocent men that the mighty God 
is a refuge for the oppreſſed; that in reality 
we are indebted to them; that they being ſet 
free, are ſtill liable to the penalties of” our 
laws, and as likely to have puniſhment for 
their orimes as other people: this may an- 
2 all our objections. And to retain them 
-> yo ſervitude, without juſt cauſe for 
it, will produce effects, in the event, more 
grievous than ſetting them fred would do, 
when a real love to . and: en was the 
motive to it. 2 


10 | | Our 
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Our authority over them ſtands originally 
ina purchaſe made from thoſe who, 'as to the 
general, obtained theirs by unrighteouſneſs. | 
Whenever we have recourſe to ſuch authori- 
ty, it tends more or leſs to obſtruct the chan- 
nels, through which the TR Yonge in us 
receives nouriſhment. 
There is a principle, which 1s pure, phase 
in the human mind, which in different places 
and ages hath hat different names; it is, 
however, pure, and proceeds from God.—-It 
is deep, and inward, nne to no forms of 
religion, nor excluded from any, where the 
heart ſtands in perfect ſincerity. In whomſo- 
ever this takes root, and grows, of what nati- 
on ſoever, they become brethren, in the beſt 
ſenſe of the expreſſion. Uſing ourſelves to 
take ways which appear moſt eaſy to us, 
when inconſiſtent with that purity, which is 
without beginning, we thereby ſet up a go- 
vernment of our own, and deny obedience to 
him, whoſe ſervice is true liberty. | 
He that hath a ſervant, made ſo erongfull 
ly, and knows it to be ſo, when he treats 
him otherwiſe than a free man, when he 
reaps the benefit of his labour, without pay- 
ing him ſuch wages as are reaſonably due to 
free men for the like ſervice, cloaths except- 
ed; theſe things, tho' done in calmneſs, 
without any ſhew of diſorder, do yet depra ve 
the mind in like manner, and with as great 
certainty, as prevailing cold congeals water. 
Theſe fteps taken by maſters, and their con- 
Fe * the minds of their l 
whi 


=” loye, and ſpreads. 
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whilſt young, leave leſs room for that which 
is good to work upon them, The cuſtoms of 
their parents, their neighbours, and the 
ple with whom they converſe, working upon 
their minds; and they, from thence, conceiv- 
ing ideas of things, and modes of conduct, 
the entrance into their hearts becomes, in a 
great meaſure, ſhut up againſt the en 
movings of uncreated purity. 
From one age to another, the 38 grows 
thicker and darker, till/error gets eſtabliſhed 
by general opinion; that whoeyer attends to 
perfect goodneſs, and remains under the 
melting —— of it, finds a path unknown 
to many, and ſees the neceſſity to lean upon 
the arm of divine ſtrength, and dwell alone, 
or with a few, in the right committing their 
cauſe to him, who is a refuge for hin people, 
in all their troubles, _ _ 
Where, through the agreement. of. a ml 
titude, ſome channels of juſtice are ſtopped, 
and men may ſupport their characters as juſt. 
men, by being juſt to a party, there is great 
danger of contracting an alliance with that 
fait, which ſtands in oppeſition to the God 
25 iſoord, trouble, and 
vexation among W who give of to the 1 in- 
fluence of it. 
Negroes are our 3 ieee 3 their 
preſent condition — us requires our 
ſerious conſideration. know not the 
time when thoſe e in — — mountains 
are weighed, may turn. The Parent of 
menking is gracious: his care is oyer his 


ſmalleſt 
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ſmalleſt creatures; and a multitude of men 
eſcape not his notice: And though many of 
them are trodden down, and deſpiſed, yet 
he remembers them : he ſeeth their affliction, 
and looketh upon the ſpreading increaſing ex- 
altation of the oppreſſor. He turns the chan- 
nels of power, hutnbles the moſt haughty 
people, and gives deliverance to the oppreſ- 
ſed, at ſuch periods as are conſiſtent with his 
infinite juſtice and goodneſs, And wherever 
gain is preferred to equity, and wrong things 
publickly encouraged to that degree, that 
wickedneſs takes root, and ſpreads wide 
amongſt the inhabitants of a country, there 
is real cauſe for ſorrow to all ſuch, whoſe 
love to mankind ſtands on a true principle, 
and who wiſely conſider the end and event 
of things. 3 
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JaMEs iii. 17. 


The wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, 
Full of mercy, and good fruits, without . 

195 and without e 9. 9 


1 5 RODUGTION: 


Vr mind hath often been affected with for- 

row, on account of the 88 of that 
hirit, which leads from an bumble waiting on 
the inward teaching of Chrift, to purſue ways 
of living, attended with unneceſſary labour, and 
which draws * the minds of many 2 50 


ple 
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ple to ſeek after outward power, and to flrive 
for riches,” which frequently introduce oppreſſion, 
and bring forth wars and grievous calamities. 
I is with reverence that I acknowledge the 
mercies of our heavenly Father, who, in infinite 
love, did vit me in my youth, and wrought a 
belief in me, that through true obedience a flate 
of inward purity may be known in this life, in 
which we may love mankind in the ſame love 
with which our Redeemer" loveth us, and there- 
in learn reſignation to endure hardſhips, for the 
real nod'of . 


i bile the" eye is ſingle, the whole body is 
« full of light,” Mat. vi. 22. but for want of 
this, ſelfiſh defires, and an maginary ſuperiori- 
ty, darken the mind; hence injuſtice frequently 
proceeds ; and where this is the caſe, to con- 
vince the judgment, is the moſt effettual remedy. 
Where violent meaſures are purſued in oppofing 
injuſtice, the paſſions, and reſentments of the in- 
jured, frequently operate in the proſecution of 
their defigns ; and after conflicts productive of 
very great calamities, the minds of contending. 
parties often remain as little acquainted with 
the pure m of divine love, as they were 
before ; but where people walk in that pure 
light in which all their ** works are wrought 
« in God,” John iii. 21, and under oppreſſion 
perſevere in the meek ſpirit, and abide firm in 
| the cauſe of truth, without actively complying 
with oppreſſive demands, through thoſe the- 
Lord hath often manifeſted his power, in open- 
ing the underſlandings of others, to the promot- 
ing righteouſneſs in the earth. 1 
| — A time, 


* 
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A time, I believe, is coming, wherein. this 
divine work will jo ſpread and prevail, that 
Nation. ſhall not lift up fivord againſt nation, 
% nor learn war any more,” Iſaiah ii. 4. And 
as we, through the tender mercies. of God, do 
feel that this precious work is begun, I am con- 
cerned to encourage my brethren and fiſters in a 
boly care and diligence, that each of us may ſo 
live under tbe ſanctiſying power of truth, as 
to be redeemed from all unneceſſary cares ok _ 
our eye being fingle to bim, no * | 
prevalent, which are contrary to — —— 
From above, may Binder us from % Fol- 
lowing his holy _— in pert ey > 

grace appoint for us. 1 


CON. 
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r RE WIS DOM, 


HU M A 8 'p 0 725 x 1 =” 
0 "are our OY ſettled: i in abs 
| and not to ſeek after, nor deſire out- 
ward treaſures, any further than his holy 
ſpirit leads us therein, is a happy ſtate, as 
ſaith the prophet. Bleſſed is the man that 
truſteth in the Lord, er. whoſe Wee the 


«; © Lord 18. "" PR pre . (174 | 
le into Aland af 


Pure wiſdom leodny peopl 
mind, in which they learn. reſignation to the 
divine will, and contentment in ſuffering for 
his cauſe, when they cannot Keep a clear con 
ſcience without ſufferingg 

In this pure wiſdom the mind is ; attentive 
to the root, and original ſpring of motions 

and deſires; and as we know * the Lord to 
be our refuge, and find no ſafety, but in 
humbly walking before him; we feel an holy 
engagement, that every deſire which leads 
therefrom may be brought to judgment. 

While we proceed in this precious way, 
and eee longings for a full ae e | 

m 


330 ON PURE WISDOM, 
from every thing which defiles, all proſpects 
of gain, that are not conſiſtent with the wiſ- 
dom from above, are conſidered as ſnares, 
and an inward concern is felt, that we may 
live under the croſs, and faithfully attend to 
that holy ſpirit, which is ſufficient to pre- 
ſerve out of them. 


When 1 have conſidered that ſaying of 
Chriſt, Mat. vi. 19, Lay not up for your- 
e ſelves treaſures upon earth,” his omnipo- 
tence hath often occurred to my mind. 

While we believe that he is every where 
preſent with his people, and that perfect 

goodneſs, wiſdom and power, are united in 
him, how _— is the conſideration. 
ODur wants may be t, but his pi 
is greater. We may —— and deſpiſ. 
ed, but he is able to turn our patient ſuffer- 
ings into profit to ourſelves, and to the ad- 
vancement 3 his work 2 earth. His 
people, who feel the power of his croſs, to 

crucify all that is ſelfſiſn in them, who are 
engaged in outward concerns, from à con- 
vineement that it is their duty, and reſign 
themſelves, and their treaſures, to him; theſe 
feel that it is dangerous to give way to that 
in us, which craves riches and greatneſs in 
erer, ow: kong favs + 


| raly contrite, earneſtly de- 
fires * to know Chriſt, | and the fellowſhip 
of his ſufferings,” Phil. iii. 10, ſo far as 

the Lord for gracious ends may lead into 
them; as ſuch feel that it is their intereſt to 
put their traſt in God, and to ſeek no _ 
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but that which he, by his holy ſpirit, leads 
into; ſo, on the contrary, they who do not 
| reverently wait for this divine teacher, and 
are not humbly. concerned, according to their 
meaſure, * to fill up that which is behind of 
“ the afflictions of Chriſt,” Col. i. 24, in 
| patiently ſuffering pig the promoting righte- 
ouſneſs in the earth; but have an eye toward 
the power of men, and the outward advan- 
tage of wealth, theſe are oſten attentive to 
thoſe employments which rg aun profitable, 
even though the gains ariſe from ſuch trade 
and buſineſs which proceeds from the work- 
ings of that ſpirit, which is eſtranged from 
the life of an Humble contrite 
chriſtian. 1 
While 1 rie this ſubjea, I feel my 
mind tenderly affected toward thoſe honeſtly 
diſpoſed ple, who have been brought u 
in employments. attended: with: thoſe diff 
culties. 

To ſuch I may adn: inithe ſealing, of our 
heatenly: Fathers love, and number myſelf 
with you, O that our eyes may be ſingle to 
the Lord! may we reverently wait on him 
for ſtrength, to lay aſide all unneceſſary ex- 
pence of every kind, and learn e eee 
in a plain ſimplelife. 

May we, in lowlineſs, fabwit to the ws 
ings of his ſpirit, and enter upon any out- 

ward employ which he graciouſly points out 
to us, and then 8 difficulties ariſe, in 
conſequence of our e e 1 truſt they 
_ work for our good. 42D , 
Sma 5 


„ On: PURE WISDOM, 
Small treaſure to a reſigned mind is ſufti- 
cient,” How happy is it to be content with 


a little, to live in humility, and. feel that in 
— which ur this 1 langu⸗ ge, Abba! | 


If chat, called the e wor this wicht 
1 no reſemblance of true wiſdom, the name 
of wiſdom, 11 ſuppoſe, hed::not.: been. n 
45 al it $7 TIE: A ty 6 WM 
As kT; tae; Gubliatate, to grad y 
vain deſires, on one; hand; fo flothfulneſs 
and neglect, on the other, do often involve 
men —_ their families in trouble, and reduce 

Co want and diſtreſs; — _ th 
oppoſite vices, is good in i and hath a 
reſemblance of wiſdom ; but while people 
thus provident, have it principally in view to 

get riches, and power, and the friendſhip of 

this world, and do not humbly wait for the 
ſpirit of truth to lead them in 1 & theſe, 
tl rough an anxious care to obtain the end 
deſired, reach forth for gain in worldly wiſ⸗ 
dom, and, in regard to their inward ſtate, 
fall into > divers temptations and ſnares. And 
though ſuch may think of applying wealth 
to good 3 and to uſe - power. to 


prevent oppreſſion, | yet wealth and power is 
often applied otherwiſe ; nor can we depart 


from the leadings of our holy hepberd, with- 
out. going into confuſion. ,- : 

Great wealth is frequently attended och 
powet, w which nothing but divine love can 
. . the mind to uſe rightly; and as to 

e "ppt and uprightneſs of our chil- 


Ax D HUM AN PO LAC Y. 333 


dren after us how great is the uncertainty! 
If, in acquiring wealth, we take hold on the 
wiſdom which is from beneath, and depart 
from the leadings of truth, and example our 
children herein, we have great cauſe to ap- 
prehend, that wealth' may be'a ſnare to 
them; and prove an injury to others, over 
whom their wealth may give them power. 
To be redeemed from that wiſdom which 
is from beneath, and walk in the light of the 
Lord, is a precious ſituation ; thus 2 people 
are brought to put their truſt in him; and in 
this humble confidence in his wiſdom, good-— 
neſs and power, the righteous find a refuge 
in adverſities, ſuperior to the greateſt out- 
ward helps, and à comfort more e as Jags 
any worldly W can . fe 
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TAVING Wal my childhood Ted uſed 
to bodily labour for a living, 1 Dey 
expreſs my experience therein. 
Right exerciſe affords' an innocent pleaſure. 
in the time of it, and prepares us to enjoy 
the ſweetneſs of reſt; but from the extremes 
each way,” ariſe i inconveniences. N 
Moderate exerciſe opens the: Porte e 
the blood a lively circulation, and the better 
enables us to judge rightly reſpecting that 


portion of labour which. is he true medium. 
2 1 


BER. oh. D 


3% on L AB OUR. 
FI The fowls of the air ſow not, nor FO 
* into barns, yet our heavenly Father feed- 
eth them,” Matt. vi. 26; nor do 1 believe 
bat infinite goodneſs and power would have 
allotted labour to us, had he not ſeen that 
labour was proper for us in this life. 
The original deſign, and true n of 
Abos is a ſubject, ae to me, n 
wolthy: of our ſerious conſideration. | 
Idle men are often a burden to themſelves, 
neg lect the duty they owe to their miles, 
| and become burdenſome to others alſo. 
As outward labour, directed by the' wif 
dom from above, tends to our health, and 
adds to our happineſs in this life; ſo; on the 
contrary, entering upon it in a ſelfiſh ſpirit, 


and purſuing it too long, or too hard, hath a 
contrary effect. 


L have obſerved, that too much Inbour not 
only makes the underſtanding dull, but fo 
intrudes upon the harmony of the body, that 
after ceaſing from our toil, we have another 
to paſs-through, before we can be ſo com- 
poſed as to enjoy the ſweetneſs of reſt. 

From too much labour in the heat, fre- 

ently; proceeds im moderate ſweats, which 
do often; I believe, open the way for TOP 
ders, and impair our conſtitutions. Hott 

When we go beyond the true n m 
and feel wearineſs approaching, but think 
buſineſs may ſuffer if we ceaſe, at ſuch a 
time ſpirituous liquors are fre quently: taken, 


with a view to * nature under theſe 
ſatigues. 
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hape found that too much lablour in the 
ſumed: hentt Ee blood, that taking ſtrong 
drink to ſupport the body under ſuch labour, 
increaſeth that heat, and though a perſon 
may be ſo far temperate” as not to manifeſt 
the leaſt diſorder, yet the mind, in ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance, doth not retain that calmneſs and 
ſereni ty, whi Hh 85 TP Would Tndeavour: to ive 
in. oh va LaARALE 

Thus belhng in che West, N tian | 

ng liquor, makes men more reſolute, and 
leſs conſiderate, and tends very much to diſ- 
qualify from ſucceſsfully n hin who 
is meek and low of heart. 

As laying out buſineſs, more chai is con- 
tent with pure wiſdom, is an evil, fo this 
evil frequently leads into more. Too much 
buſineſs leads to hurry, In the hvrry and 
toll da much ſtrong drink is often uſed, and 

proceed to noiſe and wanton- 
= 2 ome, tho more conſiderate, do 
often offer loſs, as to! a true compoſedniels ood 
mind. | 24 

26 foe! 6 Cer "defivvs Py a heart that no 
rent, nor intereſt, might” be laid fo high as 
to be a ſnare to tenants. That no deſires of 
gain may draw any too far in buſineſs. That 
no cares to ſupport cuſtoms, which have not 
their foundation in' pure wiſdom, may have 
place in our minds, but that we may build 
on the ſure foundation, and feel our holy 
ſhepherd to lead us, who alone is able to pre- 
ſerve us, and bring forth. Song every. thing | 

dave oh defiles. * | 

"SI. Having 
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Yr LABOUR 


Maga: ſeveral times, in my travels, had 
opportunity: to. obſerye. the labour and man- 
ner of lite of great numbers of ſlaves, it ap- 

to me that the true medium is lament - 
5 ably neglected by many, r , Align. FE: 

their portion of labou . . 
| Without ſaying much at this, time, con- 
cerning. buy ing and felling. men for term of 
life, who have as juſt a right to liberty as we 
have, nor about the great miſeries, 2 2 

fuſion of blood, conſequent to promotin 
ſlave · trade; and to os. as fayoutab 4 = 
may be, with regard to continuing thoſe i in 
bondage who are amongſt us, we cannot ſay 
there is no partiality in it: for Whatever ten- 
GO may be manifeſted by individuals in 

their life time toward them, yet for people 
to be tranſmitted from a man to his poſterity, 
in the helpleſs condition of ſlaves, appears 
inconſiſient with the nature of the goſpel ſpi- 

*. From ſuch proceedings it often follows. 

riefen in the decline of life, are de- 
Kan f monies equitably due to them, and 
ee to the care, and ſubjeQed to the 
abſolute power of young unexperienced men, 
who. know but little about the weakneſs of 
old age, nor vaderija d. the. language of de- 
_ clining life. priced] 
Where parents 8 their 91 to their 
children, and then depend on them for a 
maintenance, they ſ ſometimes meet with great 
inconveniences; but if the power of 
ſion, thus "obtained + often reverſe the 
ere of gratitude and filial, duty, and 


> ateall 8 makes 
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makes. —_ that youth are often igno- | 


rant of the language af; old age, howhard is 


the caſe of antient Negroes, who, deprived 
of the wages equitably due to them, are leſt 
to young people, who have been'uſed 40 Look 
| n thetn as their inferior 
For men to behold the fruits of fikir 14 | * 
withheld from them, nd poſſeſſed by others 
and in old age find ' themſelves deftitute o 
thoſe conifortable' accommodations, and that 
gare which their time ef Rfe res 
quires: ee %%% 
When they bel | pains, „and auto in thieit 
Joints and! limbs, wetknefs' of appetite,” and 
that a little labour ig weartfome, 'and fill be- 
hold chemſelves in the neglected: uncomfort- 
1 able condition of à flave, 4nd oſtentimes to 
a young unſympathiſinlg g. 
For men te be thus ate ebe e et 
ration to "another, W "beſides their 'Owr 
diſtreſſes, think on che Lavery entailed om 
their p poſterity; and are grieved! What wif: 
aj recalls? thous ghts muſt they have, f the 
ptofeſſed Kllowei of Jeſus 1\and How mult 
their Stoans aſcend to that Le 
who. will be a fefoge for the oppteſſtd 
Valid, 95 0. 0 3 . 90. 38 Gichli! 19115 va.” 
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nfo, Come Wnt mes and 
4 | refit ie uch 1s 7 Fein dem of 

| ae Mr RS Se; 147 5 'blo od o) nom 6 

2 tha wel b. ellag hg, mont gion ist 


Q; encourage chil 717 de things with 


2 9 1A View, to get ran e e apr 
Prars an b ixuction, 4% F 1207 BA hr WHY 
acquainted with the ſpi < For it 
W of then 0 gon d chr the 


ste in e him. e give 
Beer ff Ba He kes en eben 
our Saviour, - But; A T. a ene | 
18 . far 6 9:95.16 :ok me XX4d1-; Goh I Y | 1. 
That chvins light ens — — WG 
1. belieye, does often fine in;the mipds of 
children very early, and to humbly wait for 
wiſdom, that . toward them may 
tend to. for ward their acquaintanoe with it, 
and. ſtrengthem them in obedie pete oe ; 
appears to, me; to he a duty on alllof us. 
By cheriſhing the ſpirit of pride, and the : 
love: of. praiſe in them, I believe. they may 
ſometimes. improve faſter in learning, than 
otherwiſe they would, but to take meaſures 
to forward children. in learni ng, which na- 


turally tend to divert their minds from true 


humility, appears to me Xo W of the wit 
Gor BY * world. F 25 


_ An SCHOOLS 6 
. tutors are not acquainted with ſanctifi- 
cation of ſpirit, nor experienced in an hum- 
ble waiting for the leadings of truth, but 
follow the maxims of the wiſdom ne 
world, ſuch children who are under their tu- 
ition, appear to me to be in danger of im- 
bibing thoughts, and henſions, reverſe 
to that meekneſs, and Jowlineſs: of heart, 
Chr. is e for all the or WOES of 
þ I ERECTOR? 
ic» e at an ** fit . Ane are in a 
time of life which requires the patient atten · 
tion of pious ople and if we commit them 
to the tuition. of ſuch, whoſe minds we be- 
lieve are not tightly prephrec: to train them 


e up in the nurture and admonition of the 


Lord. we are in danger of not acting the 
part of faithful parents toward them; for 
our heavenly father doth not requite us to 
do evil, that good may come of it; and it is 
needful that we derply examine ourſelves, 
left: we get entangled in the wiſdom of this 
D apprehenſions, 
take ſuch methods in education; as may 
prove a great inpurg a0 he minds of our 
children. 2 09 od 836%; 
lt is a lovehy ſight to beh. id 1nnotent rehil- 
dren l and when they are ſent to ſuch febools | 
where their tender minds art in imminent 
danger of being led aſtray by tutors, Who do 
not live a ſelfdenying life, or by the con ver- 
fat ion of ſuch children who do not live in in- 
nocence; it is a ut * to be c 0 
( 518 lle 


$682 ON SCHO ; 
While a pious tutor hath the charge of no 
| 850 children than he can take due care of, 
and keeps his authority i in the truth, the good 
ſpirit in which he leads and governs, works 
on the minds of ſuch who are not hardened 
and his labours not only tend to bring them 
forward in outward learning, but to open 
their underſtandings with reſpect to the true 
chriſtian life; but where a perſon hath charge 
of too many, and his thoughts and time are 
ſo much employed in the outward affairs of 
his ſchool, that he does not ſo weightily at- 
tend to the ſpirit and conduct of each indivi- 
dual, as to be enabled to adminiſter rightly to 
all in due ſeaſon "thr ugh ſuch omiſſion he 
not only: ſuffers, as to the ſtate of his own 
mind, but the minds of img children are in 
danger of ſufferingralſr 1110 35 55 
To watch the 1p rit of chien to nurture 
, theta in goſpel love, and labour to help them 
againſt that which would mar the beauty of 
their minds, is a debt we owe them; and a 
faithful performance of our duty, not only 
N 4 to their laſting benefit, and our own 
peace, but alſo to render their e 
\agrecable © us..." 510 
lnſtruction, thus admi niſtered 8 . the 
p pure witneſs ing the minds of ſuch 'ehſidreh | 
who are not hardened; and begets love in 
them toward thoſe who thus lead them on; 
but where too great a number are committed 
to a tutor, and hei through much cumber, 
omits u careful attention to the minds of chil- 
2 dren, 


On SCHFODLS 744: 
dren, there is danger of diſorders gradually 
increaſing amongſt them, till the effects there- 
of appear in- their n too ſtrong to _ 
caſi y Dress. 5 | 
A care hath lived on n ad, that 
Fen might be employed by nee at home, 
and by tutors at ſchool, in weightily attend- 
ing to the ſpirit and inclinations of child: 
and that we may ſo lead, inſtruct, and govern 
them, in this tender part of life, that nothing 
may be omitted in our power, to help them 
on their way to become the crys of” our 
father, who is in heaven. ier 5 
Mleditating on the ſituation of ae bs 
our: provinces, my mind hath, at times, been 
affected with ſorrow, and under theſe exer- 
ciſes it hath appeared to me, that if thoſe 
who have large eſtates, were faithful ſtew- 
ards, and laid no rent, nor intereſt, not other 
demand, higher than is conſiſtent with: uni- 
verſal love; woe thoſe in lower circumſtan- 
= would, under a moderate employ,” ſhun 
unneceſſary expence, even to the ſmalleſt ar- 
ticle; and I all unite in humbly ſeeking to the 
Lord, he would graciouſly inſtruct us, and 
ſtrengthen us, to relieve: the youth from 
: ac ſnares, in which many of 1 are 
1 tangled. || Noc BUF 5 "18 YH nan 2150 Ki ait 
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1 pure light, we experience that, through 
an inward approaching to God, the mind is 
ſtrengthened in obedience; and that by gra- 
tifying thoſe deſires Which are not of His be- 
getting, thoſe approaches to him ate obſtruct- 
ed, and the deceivable / ſpirit gains ſtrength. 
1: Theſe truths, being as it were engraven 
upon our hearts, and bur everlaſting intereſt 
in Chriſt evid concerned herein, we be- 
come fervently engaged, that nothing may 
be nouriſned which tends to feed Pap 
ſel-love in us. Thus in pure bedjcnce:We 
ate not only inſtructed in our duty to God, 
but alſo in the affairs which reve: outrun | 
late to this life, and the ſpirit of truth Thich 
guitles into all truth, leavens the mind with 
a pious concern, that whatſoe ver we do in 
word or deed, may be done in his names” 
Golo ii. admit otingu bs bas ; oli 
* Hence fuch buildings, furniture, food, and 
raiment, as beſt anſwer our neceſſities, and 
are the leaſt likely to feed that ſelfiſh ſpirit 
which is our Nee are the moſt ee 
n | 
1 this ſtate the: wary 18 da and in- 
a wardly watchful, that the love of gain draw 
us not into any buſineſs, which may weaken 
our love to our heavenly father, or bring un- 
neceſſary trouble to any of his OM A : 
5 : bus 


* 
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Thus the way gradually; opens to ceaſe 


Poets that ſpirit which craves riches and things 


fetched far, which ſo mixeth with the cu{- 
toms: of this world, and ſo intrudes upon the 
true harmony of lite, that the right medium 
of labour is very mack departed from. And 
as the minds of people are. ſettled in a ſteady 
concern, not to hold nor poſſeſs any thing 
but what may be held conſiſtent with the ik 
dom from above, they conſider What they 
poſſeſs as the giſt of God, and are inwardly 
exetciſed, that, in all parts of their conduct 
they may act agreeable! to the nature 1 the 
Pear ble government of Chriſt. agen 
A little fapports ſuch a life; WES" in a tate 
: truly reſigned to the Lord, the eye ig ſingle, 
to ſee. what outward employ. he leads into, 
as a means of our ſubliftence,. and a lively 
care is maintained to hold to that without 
launching further. 2 282115 1 10 245 
There is a harmony in the ſeveral parts of | 
this divine work in the hearts of people; 
he who leads them to ceaſe hom thoſe gain- 
ful employments, carried on in that wiſdom 
which is from beneath, delivers alſo from the 
deſire after worldly greatneſs, and reconciles 
the mind a life ſo plain, that. A. Hero 
ſuffice. = ns 1 
Here nel mfg of life 8 le. 
ſened. Moderate exerciſe, in the way of true 
| wiſdom,” is pleaſant both to mind and body. 
Food and raiment ſufficient, though in the 
greateſt asker enen an contpat 
and ION | boa! Yom e 20 e 
8 IE. 
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The mutual love, ſubſiſting between the 

_ faithful followers of Chriſt, is more pure than 

that friendſhip which is not ſeaſoned with 

, wade ſpecious" ſoever the aer 

ance.” . * wy From $430 3 4 

| "Where p bed depart Kevin pure Wie in 

one caſe, it is often an introduction to depart 

from it in many more; and thus a ſpirit 
which ſeeks for outward greatneſs, and leads 
into worldly wiſdom to attain it, and Wr e : 

"it gets poſſeſſion of the min. 

In beh ding the cuſtomary departure from 
-this true medium of labour, and that unne- 
. ceſſary toil which many go through, in ſup- 

_ porting” outward) ene; and 3 procuring 

In — bow the true dlenheſt of lite 
1 changed inf hurry, and that many, by 
eagerly purſuing -outward treaſure, are in 

great danger of withering as to wah inward 
leite of the mind? 

In meditating on the e 0c this Chit 
and: on the deſolations it makes amongſt the 
proſeſſors of chriſtianity, I. m thankfully 
acknowledge, that I oſten feel pure love be- 
80 t longings in mV heart, for the exaltation 
of the peaceable kingdom of Chriſt, and an 
engagement to labour according to the gift 
beſtewed on me, ſor the promoting an hum- 
ble; plain, temperate” way of living: a life 
where no unnecellary cares, nor expences 
: may encumber dur minds, nor leſſen Sor - 
ability to do good; where no deſires after 
" riches, or greatneſs, may lead into hard deal- 


= , ing; 


traffic, which “is 1 0 
_ * the. world,” 1 John ii. 16, we fail in our 
teſtimony to the purity and peace of his go- 
vernment; a get into. that WIE. Is for 
chaſtiſement. - 
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ing; where no connections with worldly- 


minded men, may abate our love to God, 
nor weaken. a true zeal for righteouſneſs: a 
life, wherein we may diligently labour for re- 
ſignedneſs to do, and ſuffer, whatever our 
heavenly father may allot for us, in recon⸗- 


ciling the world to himſelf. 
When the prophet Ifaiah had e ts 


vikon, and declared that a time was coming 


wherein ſwords ſhould be beat into plow- 

“ ſhares, and ſpears into pruning hooks, and 
that nation ſhould not lift up word againſt 
« nation, nor learn war any more; he im- 


mediately direQs the minds of people to the 
divine teacher, in this remarkable language, 


O houſe of Jacob, come'ye and let us walk 
n the light of the Lord,” Iſaiah ii. 5. 

To wait for the direction of this light, i in 
all temporal as well as ſpiritual concerns, ap- 
Ra neceſſary; for if in any caſe we enter 


into temporal affairs, without feeling 

this f irit of truth to open our way therein, 
and th 

on, and ſeek for gain that buſineſs or 

ef the'father, but of 


This matter hath lain bar on 1 my "Hind; 


it being evident, that & life leſs humble, leſs 
ſimple and plain, than that which Chriſt 
leads his ſheep into, does neceſſarily require 


a pen which pure wiſdom does not pro- 


vide 


rough the love of this world proceed 5 


346 On Taz RIGHT USE or ru 

vide for; hence there is no probability of our 

being © a peculiar people, ſo zealous of good 
Works, as to have no fellowſhip with works 


of darkneſs,” Titus ii. 14 Epheſ. v. 11, 


while we have wants to ſupply which have _ 


their foundation in cuſtom, and do not come 
within the meaning of thoſe expreſſions, 
your heavenly father knoweth that ye have 


need of all theſe things, Matt. vi. 32. 


Theſe things which he beholds neceſſary 
for his people, he fails not to give them in 


his own way, and time; but as his ways are 

above our ways, and his thoughts above our 
thoughts, ſo imaginary wants are different 
from theſe things hien he krioweth that 
we have need of. 


As my meditations have hn on theſe 


| | things, compaſſion hath filled my heart to- 
ward my fellow creatures, involved in cuſ- 


5 toms, grown up in * the wiſdom of this 
World, which. is: fooliſhneſs with God,” 


1 Cor. iii. 19; and O that the youth may de 
ſo thoroughly experienced in an humble 


walking before the Lord, that they may be his 


children, and know him to be their refuge, 


their ſafe unfailing refuge! through the vari- 
ous N enen this uncertain 20 of 
—Y being. ; 


If thoſe. whoſe” minds are 8 5 PI 


the love of wealth, and who are content with 
a plain ſimple way of living, do yet find that 
to conduct the affairs of a family, without 
O's countenance wt e proceed- 

| ings = 
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ings, or having fellowſhip with works of 
darkneſs, the moſt diligent care is neceſſary : 
If cuſtoms, diſtinguiſhable from univerſal 
righteouſneſs, and oppoſite to the true ſelf- 
denying life, are now prevalent, and ſo mix- 
ed with trade, and with almoſt every em- 
_ ploy, that it is only through humble waiting 
on the inward guidance of truth, that we 
may reaſonably hope to walk ſafely, and ſup- 
port an uniform teſtimony to the peaceable 
goyernment of Chriſt : 

f this be the caſe, how lamentably do they 
expoſe themſelves to temptations, who give 
way to the love of riches, conform to expen- 
ſive living, and reach forth for gain, to ſupport 
cuſtoms, which our holy ſhepherd leads not 
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INTRODUCTION. 


A S mankind from one parent are divided i into 
many families, and as trading to ſea is 
greatly increaſed within a few ages paſt ; amidſt 
this extended commerce, bow neceſſary is it that 
the profeſſed followers of Chriſt keep ſacred bis 
holy name, and be employed about trade and 
traffic no farther than juſtice and equity evi- 
dently accompanies ?' that we may give no juſt 
cauſe of offence to any, however diſtant, or un- 
able to plead their own cauſe ; and may continu- 
ally keep in view, the ſpreading -of the true and 
: Tu _— e of God, and his fon Feſus 
| brit, ps, our fellow creatures, | which 
— bir ee love;". ſome feel te he more 
precious than any other treaſure. 


* 


— : > 


or tec H a b 4 * *7; 5 
On gene the Lord in our outward EO 


_ _ 
NDER the humbling diſpe ations af | 
the Father of mercies, I e felt an 
inward labour for the god of my follow Crea- 


tures, and a concern that the holy ſpirit, 
-which alone can reſtore mankind to a ſtate of 
true harmony, may with fingleneſs of heart 

be waited for and followed. 8 
I truſt there are many ennder that viſitation, 
which, if faithfully 9 to, will make 
them quick of underſtanding in the fear of 
the Lord, and qualify with firmneſs to 
be 
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be true patterns of the chriſtian life, who in 
living and walking may hold forth an invita- 
tion to others, to come out of the POO: 
ments of the ſpirit of this world. 

And that which I feel firſt to expreſs i is, a 
care for | thoſe who are in e 
which appear difficult, with reſpect to ſup- 
porting their families in a way anſwerable to 
pure wiſdom, that they may not be diſcou- 
_ raged, but remember that in humbly obey- 
ing the leading of Chriſt, he owneth us as 
his friends, “ Ye are my friends if ye. do 
* whatſoever I command you; and to be a 
friend to Chrift, is to be united to him, Who 
hath all power in heaven and in earth; and 
tho” a woman may forget her ſucking child, 2 
yet will he not forget his faithful ones, | 

The condition of many who dwell in Cities. 
hath often affected me with a brotherly ſym- ON 
pathy, attended with. a' defire that rel, ignati- | 
on may be laboured for; and where the holy 
leader directeth to a country life or ſome 
2 e of employ, he may be faithfully follow 
or under the refining hand of the Lord I 
bins ſeen, that the inhabitants of ſome cities 
are greatly inereaſed through ſome branches of 
buſineſs Tnich his holy ſpirit doth not lead i in- 
to, and that being entangled in theſe things, 
tends to bring a cloud over the minds of 
people convinced ' of the leadings of this 
holy leader, and obſtructs the coming of 
the kingdom of Chriſt on earth as it t is in 
heaven. . 9 85 1 

8 Rod 217 282k 
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Now if we indulge a deſire to imitate our 
neighbours in thoſe, things which harmoniſe 
not with the true chriſtian walking, theſe en- 
tanglements may hold faſt to us, and ſome, 

ho in an awakening time, feel tender ſcruples, 
with reſpect to their manner of life, 1 may ook, 
on the example of others more noted in the 
church, who yet may not be refined from eve- 
ry degree of droſs ; and by looking on theſe 
examples, and defiring to ſupport their fami- 
lies in a way pleaſant to the natural mind, 
there may be danger of the worldly wiſdom 
gaining rgngth | in them, and of their depar- 
ture from that pure feelin of truth, which if 
faithfully attended to, wou dteach contentment 
in the divine will, even in a very low eſtate. 

One formerly ſpeaking g On. the profitable | 

neſs of true humility, faith, © He = trou- 
bles not himſelf with anxious thoughts for more 
than is neceſſary, lives little leſs than the life 
of angels, whilſt lit by a mind content with lit- 
tle, he imitates their want of nothing.“ Cave's 
primitive chriſtianity, 92 

It is not enough, W that a a 

chtiſtian be chaſte and 1 but he muſt 
appear to be ſo: = virtue of which he ſhould 
have ſo great a ſtore, that it ſhould flow from” 
his mind upon his habit, and break from the 
_ retirements of his. conſcience, into the A 

ficies of his life. Same book, page. 4.3. 

Ss. rments we wear, ſays | ens, 1 
ought to. Bo mean and frugal--that is true 
Ape of habit, which takes away what is 
vain and ſuperfluous; that the beſt and ain 


i 
g 
7 
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ſolid garment, which is the fartheſt from cu- 
clalle) er Page 49. 

Though the change nt day 70 night; 4 is 
by a motion-ſo gradual as rags. A to be per- 
—_— yet when night is come. we behold it 
very different from the day; and thus as 

people become wiſe in weis own eyes, and 
prudent in their own ſight, cuſtoms riſe u 

from the ſpirit of this world, and ſpread by 
little and little, till a 1 — the fim- 
plicity that thete is in Chriſt, becomes as diſ- 
tinguiſhable as light from darkneſs, to ſuch 
who are crucified to the world. | 

Our holy ſhepherd; to encourage Ai flock 
in firmneſs and perſeverance, reminds them 
of his love for them, . As the father hath 
loved me, ſo have I loved you; continue ye 
in my love; and in another place graciouſly 

ints out the danger of departing therefrom, 


by going into unſuitable employments; this he - 
repreſents in the ſimilitude of offence from that 


uſeful active member, the hand; and to fix 
the inſtruction the deeper, names the rj ght 
hand,. If thy right hand offend thee le 4 
off and caſt it from thee If thou feeleſt 
offence in thy employment, humbly follow 
him vrho leads into a truth, and is a ſtron 

and faithful friend n holt who are refined 
WT: 

Again, be polls. out whole things which 
appenring>p pleaſant to' the natural mind, are 
not beſt for us, in the ſimilitude of offence 
| from the eye, If thy right eye offend wy 

” it out, and caſt it from thee.” To 


* 


854 On eve 16e LORD 1. ove 
pluck out the eye, or cut off the hand, is at- 


tended with ſharp pain; and how precious is 
the inſtruction which our redeemer thus opens 


to us, that we may not faint under the moſt 


inful trials, but put our truſt in him, even 
in him who ſent an angel to feed Elijah in the 
wilderneſs; who fed a multitude — a few 
barley loa ves, and is now as attentive. to tha | 
wants of his people as eve. 
The prophet Iſaiah, rep reſents the tals 
teous doings of the ICaclites toward the poor, 
as the fruits of an efferdinate life, As for 
* my people, children are their oppreſlors, 
and women rule over them; what mean ye 
that ye beat my people to pieces, and FOR 
„the — of the poor, ſaith the Lord 5 
Then he mentions the haughtineſs of the 
daughters of Sion, and enumerates many or- 
naments, as inſtances of their vanity, to up- 
hold which, the poor were ſo hardly dealt 
with, that he ſets forth their poverty, their 
leanneſß and inability to help themſelves, 
in the ſimilitude of a man maimed by violence 


or © beaten to pieces, and forced to endure 


the painful operation of having his face gradu- 
ally worn away in the manner of grinding. 
And I may here add; that at times, when 
1 have felt true love open my heart towards 
my fellow creatures, and been engaged in 
weighty. converſation in the cauſe of righte- 
ouſneſs, the inſtructions I have received un- 
der theſe exerciſes, in regard to the true uſe 
of the outward gifts of God, have r ade 
on Tas e w_ mind. 
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Ibhave here beheld; how the deſire to pro- 
vide wealth, and to uphold a delicate life 
125 — entangled many, and been 
nares to their offspring; and though 

1 have been affected with a ſenſe of N N 


difficulties, and appeared deſirous, at times, 
to be helped out of them; yet for want of 


abiding under the humbling power of truth, 


they have continued in theſe entanglements; 
for in remaining conformable to this world, 
and giving way to a delicate life, this expen- 
ſive way of living in parents and in children, 
hath called for a large ſupply, and in an. 


ſwering- this call ©. the faces of the poor” 


have been ground away, and. made thin tro | 


hard dealing. 


There is balm, there is a betten N 


O what longings do I feel ! that we may em- 
brace the means appointed for our healing, 
know. that removed which now miniſters 
cauſe for the cries of many =. 

heaven againſt their — nag and that we 
may ſee + 4 true harmony reſtored. 


"Behold. % how good and how pleaſant it is, 
for brethren to dwell together i in unity.“ 


The nature of this unity is thus opened by 
the apoſtle, If we walk in the light, as 
_« Chriſt is in the Light, we ſhall. have fel 
„ lowſhip one with noe aky and the blood 
« of Chriſt will cleanſe us from all ſin.” 


The land may be. polluted with innocent 
blood, which like the blood of Abel may cry 


to the Almighty; but thoſe who © walk in 
« the 18 as Chriſt is in the light, they 


know 


to aſcend to 


* / 


: * 2 
r * —— 


356 On'szrvine THe LORD in oσ7]̃ 
2 the * lamb of God, who taketh away 
EOBSTESNN 5 ADIOS OP DUE IS ot 
Walking is a phraſe frequently uſed in ſcrip- 
ture, to repreſent our journey through life, 
and appears to comprehend the various affairs 
and tranſactions properly relating to our be- 
ing in this world. ee ee 
Chriſt being the light, dwells always in the 


light, and if our walking be thus, and in 


every affair and concern we faithfully follow 
this divine leader; he preſerves from giving 
juſt cauſe for any to quarrel with us; and 
Where this foundation is laid and mutually- 

kept to, by families converſant with each 
other, the way is open for theſe comforts in 
ſociety, which our heavenly father intends - 
as a part of our happineſs in this world; and 
then we may experience the goodneſs, and 
pleafantneſs of dwelling together in unity; 
but where ways of living take place, which 
tend to oppreſſion, and in the purſuit of 
wealth, people do that to others which they 
know would not be acceptable to themſelyes, 
either in exerciſing an abſolute power over 
them, or otherwiſe laying on them unequit- 
able burdens; here a fear leſt that meaſure 
ſhould be meeted to them, which ny have 
meaſured to others, incites a care to ſupport 


that by craft and cunning devices which 
ſands not on the firm foundation of righte- 
duſneſs: thus the harmony of fociety is bro- 
ken, and from hence commotions and wars 


do frequently ariſe in the world. 
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Come out of Babylon, my people, that 
« ye be not partakers of her ſins, and that 
ye receive not of her plagues.“ Rev. xv. 3, 4. 

Tis Babel, or Babylon, was built in the 


ſpirit of ſelf-exaltation :'* Let us build us a : 


_ © city and a tower, whoſe top may reach to 
„heaven, and let us make us a name.” Gen. 
xi. 4. In departing from an humble truſt in 
God, and following a felfiſh ſpirit, ww 
have intentions to get the upperhand of their 
fellow creatures, privately meditate on means 
to obtain their ends, have a language in their 
hearts which is hard to underſtand, In Babe! 
the language is confounded. 
This city is repreſented as a place of buſi. 


neſs, and thoſe employed in it as merchants 


of the earth: The merchants of the earth 
* are waxed rich through the a rent of 
* her delicacies.” Rev. xviii. 3 
And it is remarkable in tis ball, 
language from the father of mercies is, my 
om Come out of Babylon, my people!“ 
Thus his tender mercies are toward us in an 
imperfect ſtate; and as we faithfully attend 
to the call, the path of righteouſneſs is more 
and more opened ; cravings, which have not 


4 
+ | 


their foundation in pure wiſdom, more and | 


more ceaſe; and in an inward purity of 
heart, we experience a reſtoration of that 
which was loft at Babel, repreſented by the 
inſpired Propane in the « returning of a pure 
8 Egge Zeph. iii. 9. 
5 y for them who humbly attend to 
the call, Come out of Babylon, my a” 
| | Or 


| 1 On eavme Tus LORD, Ge. 


For though in going forth we may meet with 
trials, which for a time may be painful, yet 
as wWe bow in true humility, and continue in 


it, an evidence is felt that God only is wiſe ; 


and that in weaning us from all that is ſelf- 
1ſh, he prepares the way to a quiet habitation 
where all our deſires are bounded by his wiſ- 
dom. And an exerciſe of ſpirit attends me, 
that we who are convinced: of the pure lead- 
ings of truth, may bow in the deepeſt reve- 
rence, and ſo watchfully regard this leader, 
that many who are grievouſly entangled in a 
' wilderneſs of vain -cuſtoms, may look upon 
us, and be inſtructed. - And O that ſuch who 
have plenty of this world's goods, may be 
faithful in that with which they are entruſt- 
ed! and example others in the true chen 
Walking. 
Our bleſſed Saviou r, 88 on 1 world! y 
greatneſs, compares himſelf to one waiting 
and attending on a company at dinner: 
TI * Whether is greater, he that ſitteth at meat 
or he that ſerveth? Is not he that ſitteth 
« at meat? but I am amongſt you as he that 
« ſerveth.” Luke xxii. 27). 
Thus in a world greatly diſordered, * 
men aſpiring to outward greatneſs were wont | 
to oppreſs others to ſupport their deſigns, he 
who was of the higheſt deſcent, being. the 
Son of God, and greater than any amongſt 
the greateſt families of men, by his example 
and doctrines forecloſed his followers from 
claiming any ſhew of outward greatneſs, from 
IS „ e 


. 
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2 ſuperiority in themſelves, or 
derived their anceſtors | 

He who was greater than earthly princes, 
was not only meek and low of heart, but his 
outward appearance was plain and lowly, 
and free . N uin of the ſpirit of this 
world. 

Such was the n of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer, of whom the beloved diſciple / ſaid, 
« He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought 
e alſo to walk even as he walked.” 


John Bradford, who ſuffered martyrdom, | 


under queen Mary, wrote a letter to his 
friends out of priſon, a ſhort time before he 
was burnt, in which are theſe n ; 
« Conſider your dignity as children of 
and temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and mem- 
bers of Ghrift, be aſhamed therefore to think, 
ſpeak, or do any thing unſeemly, for God's 


children and the members of n Fox's 
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* H A P. 3 
'On the example of CHRIST. 


s my mind hath been brought: into a 
A A brotherly feeling with the poor, as to 
the things of this life, who are under trials 
in regard to getting a living in a way an- 
iwerable to the Pony of _— a labour of 


: 
Co 
Ge > 


heart 
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heart hath attended me, that their way may 

not be made difficult through the love of mo- 
ney in thoſe who are tried with plentiful 

e ſtates, but that they with tenderneſs al ot 
| "_ ſympathize with them. 

It was the ſaying of our bleſſed 8 
Le cannot ſerve God and mamimon. . 
There is a deep feeling of the way of purity, 
a way in vrhich the wiſdom of the world hath 
no part, but is opened by the ſpirit of truth, 
and is called the way of holineſs; a way 
in which the traveller is employed in watch- 

ing unto prayer; and the outward gain we 
get in this journey is conſidered as a truſt 
committed to us, by H who formed and 
ſupports the wack. lower? is the rightful di- 
rector of the uſe and application of the . 
duct it, | 

Nor except the mind be preſerved ade 
there is no ſafety for us; but in an eſtrange- 
ment from true reſignation, the ſpirit of the 
world caſts up a way, in which gain is m 
times principally attended to, and in break 
there is a ſelfiſh en of outward trea- 
ſures. 

How agreeable to the true harmony of 
ſociety, is that exhortation of the apoſtle? 
« Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man alſo on the things of others, 
Let this mind be in yo which: was alſo ii in 
Fr — G12 5 5 5 
0 on in outwa 0 ity may have 
the © power of obtaining 2 the ſame 
mind being in him which is in Chriſt er 
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he may feel a tenderneſs of heart towards 


thoſe of low degree ; and inſtead of ſetting 


himſelf above them, may look upon it as an 
unmerited fayour, that his way through life 
is more eaſy than the way of many others; 
may improve every opportunity of leading 


forth out of thoſe cuſtoms which have en- 


tangled the family; employ his time in look - 
ing into the wants of the poor members, and 
hold forth ſuch a perfect example of humili- 
ation, that the pure witneſs may be reached 


in many minds; and the way opened for 


a harmonious walking together. 
 . Jeſus Chriſt, in promoting the happineſs 
of others, was not deficient in looking for the 
helpleſs, who lay in obſcurity, nor did he 
ſave any thing to render himſelf honourable 
amongſt men, which might have been of 


more uſe to the weak members in his Father's 


family; of whoſe compaſſion towards us I 
may ſpeak a little. He who was per- 
fectly happy in himſelf, mon 
love, took not upon him the nature of an- 
« gels,” but our imperfect natures, and 
therein wreſtled with the temptations” which 
attend us in this life; and being the Son of 
HIM who is greater than earthly princes,-yet 
became a companion to poor, ſincere-heart- 
ed men; and though he gave the cleareſt 
evidence that divine power attended him, yet 
the moſt unfavourable conſtructions were 


framed by a ä „ thoſe 


miracles repreſented as the f a diabo- 
lical power, and endeavours uſed to render 


i 
I 


xd with infinite 
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heart hath attended me, that their way may 
not be made difficult through the love of mo- 
ney in thoſe who are tried with plentiful 


e eſtates, but that they with tenderneſs of heart 


i my ſympathize with them. 
t was the ſaying of our bleſſed Redeemer, 
Ve cannot ſerve God and 
There is a deep feeling of the way of purity, 
a way in which the wiſdom of the Holt - hath 
no part, but is o by the ſpirit of truth, 
and is called the way of holineſs; a way 
in which the traveller is employed in watch- 
ing unto prayer; and 2 outward gain we 
get in this journey is conſidered as a truſt 
committed to us, by HM who formed and 
ſapports the world ; and is the rightful di- 
rector of the uſe and application of the pro- 
duct r ä 
Nov except the mind be preſerved chaſte, | 
there is no ſafety for us; but in an eftrange- 
ment from true reſignation, the ſpirit of the 
world caſts up a way, in which gain is many 
times principally attended to, and in which 
there is a ſelfiſh A NN of outward trea- 
ſures. 
_ How agreeable to the true harmony of 
ſociety, is that exhortation of the apoſtle ? 
« Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man alſo on the things of others, 
Let this mind be in you which was alſo i in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 
A perſon in outward r may Hove 
the power of obtaining riches, but the ſame 
* being 1 in un which is in Yom Jeſus, 
he 


. 
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he may feel a tenderneſs of heart towards 
thoſe of low degree ; and inſtead of ſetting 
himſelf above them, may look upon it as an 
unmerited favour, that his way through life 
is more eaſy than the way of many others; 
may improve every opportunity of leading 

forth out of thoſe cuſtoms which have en- 
_ tangled the family; employ his time in look - 
ing into the wants of the poor members, and 
hold forth ſuch a perfect example of humili- 
ation, that the pure witneſs may be reached 
in many minds; and the way en for 
a harmonious. walking together. 

Jefus | Chriſt, in promoting the happlcetd 
of others, was not deficient in looki ing for the 
| helpleſs, who lay in obſcurity, nor did he 
ſave any thing to render himſelf honourable 
amongſt men, which might have been of 

more uſe to the weak members in his Father's I 

family; of whoſe compaſſion towards us I 

may now ſpeak a little. He who was per- . 

fectly happy in himſelf, moved with infinite li 

love, took not upon him the nature of an- 

„gels, but our imperfect natures,” and 

therein wreſtled with the temptations which 

attend us in this life; and being the Son of 

HIM who is greater than earthly princes, yet 

became a companion to poor, ſincere-heart- 
ed men; od though he gave the- cleareſt 

evidence that divine power attended him, yet 
the moſt. unfavourable conſtructions were 
framed by a ſelf-righteous p thoſe 
miracles repreſented as the effect of a diabo- 
n power, and ** uſed to rend 
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him hateful, as having his miſſion from the 
prince of darkneſs ; nor did their envy ceaſe 
till they took him like a criminal, and brought 


54 to trial. Though ſome may affect to 


the appearance of being unmoved at 


the: apprehenſion of diſtreſs, - our dear Re- 


deemer, who was perfectly ſincere, having 
the ſame human nature which we have, and 
feeling, a little before he was apprehended, 

the weight of that work upon him, for which 


he came into the world, was ſorrowful 


“ even unto death; here 'the human nature 
ſtruggled to be exoaſed from a cup ſo bitter; 


but his prayers centered in reſignation, Not 
my will but thine be done.” In this con- 


flict, ſo great was his „ that ſweat 
like 1 e ! from: him to the 


| 64 round.“ 


_ [Behold now as foretold by the prophet, Fas 
is in a judicial manner Woe with the 
reffors.” Behold him as ſome 


man of no reputation, ſtanding before the 


e prieſt and elders, and before Herod and 
ate, where witneſſes appear againſt him, 
and he mindful of the moſt gracious deſign 


of his coming, declineth to plead in his own 


defence. but as a ſheep that is dumb be- 
y accuſati- 
ons, revilings, and buffetings, remained ſi- 
lent. And tho' he ſignified to Peter that he 
had acceſs to power ſufficient to overthrow all 
their outward forces; yet retaining a reſig- 


nation to ſuffer for the fins of mankind, . he 


1 not that power, but —_—_—_ ted them 


1 


On T HE „ EXAM PI. 3 


„ humiliation his judgment was taken a- 
« way,” and he, like ſome vile criminal, 
„ led as a lamb to the ſlaughter.” Under 
theſe heavy trials (though poor unſtable Pilate 
was convinced of his innocence, yet) the peo- 


generally looked upon him as a deceiver, 


a blaſphemer, and the approaching puniſh- 
ment as a juſt judgment upon him, They 
90 Wega him ſmitten of God and afflict- 
ed. 80 great had been the ſurprize of 
his diſoiples, at his being taken by armed 
men, that they forſook him and fled; 


thus they hid their faces from him, he was 
deſpiſed, and by their conduct it UTP aps „ 


. they eſteemed him not.“. f 
But contrary to that opinion, of his bein 


ſnktew of God and afflicted, it was for our 
ſakes that he was put to grief; he was 
* wounded for our tranſgreſſions; he was 

bruiſed for our iniquities:; and under the 8 


weinhs of them manifeſting the deepeſt com- 
* for the inſtruments of his miſery, 
aboured as their advocate, and in the deeps 
of affliction, with an -unconquerable pati- 
ence, cried out, Father, forgive them, they 
know not what hey d N 
Now this mind being in * which was 


in Chriſt Jeſus, it removes from out hearts 


the deſire of ſuperiority, worldly honour. or 
greatneſs, a deep attention is felt to the di- 


vine counſellor, and an ardent engagement 
fi} : | fo 


or CHRIST. 363 


to 20 on in their malicious deſigns, and pro- 
nounce him to be worthy of death, even him 
who was perfect in goodneſs; thus * in his 


1 
1 
; 
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to promote, as far as we may be enabled, the 
happineſs of mankind univerſally; this ſtate, 
wnere every motion from a ſelfiſh ſpirit 
yieldeth to pure love, I may, with gratitude 
to the father of mercies acknowledge, is of- 
ten opened before me as a pearl to dig after; 
attended with a living concern, that amongſt 
the many nations and families on the earth, 
thoſe who believe in the Meſſiah, that he 
vas manifeſted to deſtroy the Works of the 
Devil,“ and thus to take away the ſins 
of the world, may experience the will of 
our heaverily Father, may be done on earth 
s as it is in heaven.“ Strong are the deſires 
I often feel, that this holy profeſſion may re- 
main unpolluted, and the believers in Chriſt 
may ſo abide in the pure inward feeling of 
his ſpirit, that the wiſdom from above 0 
ſhine forth in their living, as a light by which 
others may be inſtrumentally helped on their 
way, in the true harmonious walking. 2236. 
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VV opened, and we obediently followW- 
him who is the light of life, the mind be- 
comes chaſte; and a care is felt, that the 
unction from the holy one may be our leader 


n 


6 i | ; In 
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In being | crucified to the world, broken 
off from that friendſhip which is enmity with 


God, and dead to the cuſtoms and faſhions 


which: have not their foundation in the truth; 


the way is prepared to lowlineſs in outward 
living, and to a diſentanglement from thoſe 


ſnares which attend the love of money; and 


where the faithful friends of Chriſt are ſo ſi- 


tuated that merchandize appears to be their 


duty, they feel a reſtraint from proce 
farther than he owns their proceeding ; being 


convinced that ve are not our own but are 


„ bought with a price, that none of us may 
live to ourſelves, but to him who died for 
„us.“ 2 Corin v. 15. Thus they are taught, 
not only to keep to a moderate advance and 


uprightneſs in their dealings; but to conſi 
der the tendency of their 


proceeding; to do 
nothing which they know would operate 
againſt the cauſe of univerſal righteouineſs ; 
and to keep continually in view the ſpreading 
of the pe le kingdom of Chriſt a 
mankin | | 


The prophe t Iſaiah ſpake of the gathered 


pe 
* ; * * 


church, in the ſimilitude of a city, where 
many being employed were all preſerved in 
ple; the redeemed of the Lord, and thou 
ſhalt be called ſought out, a city not for- 
„ ſaken.“ lxiii. 10. And the apoſtle after 
ery of Chriſt's ſufferings 
exhorts, Be ye holy in all manner of con- 
verſation.“ 1 Pet. 15. There is a con- 


mentioning the my 


B b | conver- 
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converſation ſo foreign from the nature of 
Chriſt's kingdom, that it is repreſented in the 
| fimilitude of one Wan uſhing another with 
a warlike weapon; There 1 is that fpcaketh 
Alke the piercings of a ſword.” Prov. xii. 18. 
Now in < our concerns it is neceſſary that 
the leading of the ſpirit of Chriſt be humbly 
waited for and faithfully followed, as the on. 
ly means of being preſerved chaſte as an 
prop who © in all things are circumſpect. 
Xxiti. 13, that nothing we do may 
| = the appearance of approbation of the 
s of | wickedneſs, make the unrighteous 
more at cafe in unrighteonſneſs, or occaſion 
the injuries committed againſt the ee 
to de more lightly looked over. FE 
Where morality is kept to, as” ſupported 
by the inhabitants of a countr „there is a 
| I reproach attends 'thoſe individuals 
ongft them, who E deviate there- 
80 . Thus, if a of good report, is 
charged with” Is out of an | 
ſhop, in the day this, — on æ public trial 
found guilty, and the law in that caſe put in 
execution, he therein ſuſtains a loſs of repu- 
tation; but if he be convicted a ſecond and 
_ third time of the like offence, his good name 
would ceaſe amongſt ſuch who” knew theſe 
things. If his neighbour, reputed an honeſt 
man, being charged with buying goods of 
this thief, 2 at a time when the r knew 
they were ſtolen, and on a public trial is 
Fond ee, Fae te domed would meet with 


9 erſiſted in buying ſtolen 
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yoo knowing them to be ſuch, and was 
publicly convicted thereof a ſecond and third 
time, he would no longer be conſidered as an 
honeſt man þy them Who khcw theſe things; 
nor wouldbat; appear of good report to be 
found in his company, ——— his traffick, 

"al ſome evident tokens. of ſincere repenitance 
eee ng COND IDES 
ner 5 "th are 


ther land de — oy 2 — 
edneſs, they ſtrengthened one another, and 
grew confident, . mitted, ab Goo rinations? ay, 


" they - bluſh 2 Jer. vi 16, on | which-acgount 
the — with them, | 
« hath my: beloved to do in m bone, Feeing 
wrought lewdneſ with: many! 
; + N the . leſh is paſſed from thee, 
_ © when thou doeſt evil, then thou. aan 
Jer r 255; 1 
Now fe backen friends. of iſt, 


— mn cop that bis Ki 
2 e teac | 

to be quick of underſtanding in his fear, and 
to be very attentive to the means he may ap- 


point 1 pure righteouſneſs in tie 


5 as ſhame is due to thoſe whole 
. B b 2 Works 


e eee ee e eee ee e Eres eee eee eee eee eee ee 


7 e manifeſt ity pe gal b 
Adeeſign of his fu — x us, a care li es on 
their minds that no wrong cuſtoms —— 
ſupported, may biaſs their judgments, but 
that they may bambly abide under the es 

and be preſerved in a conduct which ma; 
contribute to ſtrengthen the hands yoo 
wicked in their wickednefs, or to remove 
ſhame from thoſe to whom it is juſtly due. 
The coming of that = is precious in which 

we experience the truth of this 

„The Lord our righteouſneſs.” Jer.) xiii. 6, 
and feel him to be wa unto us wiſdom 


1 and ſandtification. 
The  righteons man is often 


of a 
wen den in buſineſs their company gives en- 
2 ment to others; and as one grain of 
e deliberately offered to the prince of 
this world, renders an offering to in that 
wy flacce table; and from thoſe ef med 
g s of th be injurious to the 
weak it requires omargy umility of heart, to 
follow bim faithfully, who alone gives found 
wiſdom and the ſpirit of true diſcerning ; and 
I O how neceſlary it is, to N . > weight 
| 5 of a holy profeſſion } A 
=_ The conduct of eee i gave occa- 
= . Howof — — hou haſt 
3  defiled thy ſanQuaries by the multitade of 
Ul I thine iniquities, by the ini 1 of thy 
4 traffick.“ Ezek. xxviii. 18, and in ſeveral 
bop it is charged againſt Ifracl {hat t 
ad . the — name. 7 A 


— —— 8 
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ws prophet Iſaiah repreſents inward ſanc- 
tification in the ſimilitude of being purged 
from that which is fuel for fire; and partieu- 
larly deſcribes the outward fruits, brought 
forth by thoſe who dwell in this inward ho- 
lineſs, 92 . walk righteouſly, and ſpeax 
4»  uprightly. * walking he repreſents ho 
journey thro e e, as a 15 Vopr journey; 
and “ by ſpeaking uprightly, dems to point 
at that by e e arg to have had in 
view, when he thus expreſſed himſelf, Thou 
* ſhalt not follow a multitude to do evil, 
« nor ſpeak in a caſe to decline after many 
to vrreſt judgment. Exod. xxiii. 2. 
He goes on to ſhew their firmneſs in equity; 
repreſenting them as perſons fuperior to all 
the arts of gettin: We whieh have not 
eightoouthety for their foundation; They 
deſpiſe the gain of oppreſſions :” And fur- 
ther ſhews how careful they are that n © pro- 
ſpects of gain may 5 — them to 3 
partial 5 judgment reſpectin an injury; 


66; They n e ere Nn holding 


© 'bribes 
"AA 1 jatereſt * fo conneatd | 
— ſhedding blood, that the cry of inno- 
cent blood goes alſo with it; rho points out 
| their care to keep innocent blood from crying 
them, in the ſimilitude of a man ftop- 
ping his ears to prevent a found from enter- 
ing his head, They ſtop their ears from 
caring blood; and where they know 
that wickedneſs is committed, he points out 
| 9 that they do not by an unguarded 
e 


5 deeply affected with ſorrow, that they ca 
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friendſhip with the authors of it, appear ke 
unconcerned lookers on, but as people ſo 


endure to ſtand by and behold it; 7 he re- 
preſents in the ſimilitude of a man e 
1 his eyes from ſeeing evi. 
Who amongſt us ſhall dwell 7 the de. 
„ vouring fire? Who amongſt us ſhall dwell 
- 44 jpegs wo — burnings 5 ? * 8 : 
eth righteouſly and ſpeaketh uprigh 
that deſp ech the g e Eos, that 
_ 4: ſhaketh: mis hands * — olding of bribes, 
that ſtoppeth his cars from . of blood, 
and ſhutteth his e from ſeeing mn 
Ifaiah xxxili. 14, 18. 
Ile proceeds in the ſpirit e ey to 


Fac how the faithful . ſupported m_ 1 


teniptations, would be — from that 
defi ement that there is in 8 love of money; 
that as they who. in a reverent waiting on 
God, feel their ſtrength renewed, are ſaid to 
mount upward; ſo here their preſervation 
from the ſnare of unrighteous gain, is repre- 
ſented in the likeneſs of a 2 borne: up 
above all crafty, artful means 7 "us 
advantage of another, « They. ſhall 
Thitzz; and points out the ſtability and 
. of their condition, His place of 
« defence. ſhall be the nne of maler 8 
U OT F ak profit 
s, in denying himſelf of gainful profit; 
for righteouſneſs ſake, - yet thte the care 
of him who ptovides for the ſparrows; he 
n e a ſuppl anſwerable to his infi- 


Hite iche 6 era ſhall 6: ren! him, 
4 his 1 Je fuings? And as our Sa- 
viour mentions the ſight 2 God to be attain- 


vointed out, hp in ie finGiiettion | 


37¹ 's Ry 


the underſtanding is opened, to. behold: the 


le harmonious nature of his kingdom, 
i thine eyes ſhall ſee the king in his beauty: 
and that wg beyond all the affſictions 
which attend the righteous, ty! 2 9 — 
on eternal in the heavens, 
2 open * ſhall: behold ade land that 
is ve 
© He ſhall dwell * hight. his places of. de- 
« fence ſhall be the munitions of rocks, bread 
«+ ſhall be given him, his. waters ſhall be ſure. 
Uh Thine eyes ſhall ſee; the king in I 
< they thall behold: the land en une 
« off.” Iſaiah xxxiii, 16, 17. f 
I often remeniher, and to me e luden 
is awful; that the great t Judge of all the earth 
doeth that which is right, and that he be- 
t fore whom the nations are as the drop of 
a bucket;” is no reſpector of perions.” 
Happy for them, who like the inſpired pro 
phet, in the way of his judgments: Wart | 
for him.” Iſaiah xxvi. 8, 
When we fect him to ſit as a e with 
au and know a reſignedneſs ; wrought, in us, 
to that Which he appoints: for us, his blefſin ng 
in a very ee! is found to be more MT 
cious than much outward”. treaſure in 
ways of fe where 1 9 geek Ar 152 pi 
arc not- foll 7 : ; | 


4 
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The prophet in a fight of divine work 
W many people, declared in the name 
of the 2 on 5 will gather all nations and 
tongues, and they ſhall come and ſee my 
<« glory.” Iſaiah Ixvi. 18. And ein, from 
the riſing of the ſun to the going down of 
the fame, my name ſhall be great amongſt 
„the Gentiles, and in every place incenſe 
„ ſhall be offered to my nn ous. 
0. offering.” Malachi i. 11. 

_ - Behold here how the / prophets had an in- 


TI Wer ſenſe of the ſpreading of the kingdom 


5 that the heathen nations, ag well a8 ON 


of Chriſt; and how he was ſpoken of as one 
vvho ſhould © take he then for his inhe- 
ha ritance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth 
for his poſſeſſion.” F ſal. ii. 8. That © he 
« was given for a light to the Gentiles; and 
* for” vation to dhe ends of the oh 
Haves xlix. 6. 
When we meditate on this Jie work, as 
a work of ages; a work that t . e delt 
long before Chriſt appeared viſibly on carth, 
and remember the bitter agonies he 
when he * poured out his ſoul” unto. death,” 


| 8 ght come to the enn of the truth 
be ſaved. 
. eben we contemplate. on this „ 4 
_— as that which “ the angels deſire to 
book into. 1 Pet. i. 12. And behold peo- 
ple amongſt whom this light hath eminently. 

broken forth, and who have received many 
favours from the bountiful hand of our hea- 

. Father; not ouly indifferent PA . 

a I 


dne * 
ae in — 
— — — many: ſuperſtitions; but a- 
ſpiring after wealth and worldly -honours, 
take hold of means to obtain their ends, 
N to ſtir up wrath: and indignation, 
and to an abhorrence in them to the 
| name of chriſtianity. - v hen theſe things are 
Ma an ap 2 tendec 1 how mn; the 
It is 3 e eee chat Werle 
in different ages, deeply baptized into the na- 
ture of that work for — 2 Chriſt ſuffered, 
have joyfully offered up their liberty n yes: 
for the promoting of it in the earth. 
Policarp, who was reputed a diſciple of $. 
John, having attained to great age, w 
| gth en ＋ ; _— for his = = | 
bein broug to re, pra nearly as 
follows, Thou God and Fathers of our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, by whom I have received 
the ogy of thee! O God of the angels 
and powers, and of every living ercature, 
and of all ſorts of juſt men which live in thy 
preſence. I thank — haſt gra- 
ciouſly vouchſafed this day and this hour to 
wm me a portion among the number of 
| tvrs; among the peo of Chriſt, unto 
the. reſurrection of everlaſting life; among 
whom 1 ſhall be received in thy ſight, this 
day, as a fruitful and Agdeptable;: ſacrifice, 
| wherefore-for':all this, J praiſe. thee, I bleſs 
thee, I glorify thee. chr the everlaſting 
29 _— ou Chriſt, _ thy well * 
1 ON 5 


on; (hom, ihe: andthe bly 
ip — —2 . 
was on ac 
count of his = in — religion, 
he ſaid, I thank God moſt heartily! That 
he hath” prolonged my life to this end; that 
I may, in this caſe glorify him "x pram 
of death.” Fox's: Ac and Mon. 936. 
William , who had ſuffered much 
for his religi „in 10 laſt ſickneſs, encou- 
raging riend — made men- 
good old Jacob, of the loving kind- 
— * in the courſe of his life, 
and that thro 1 3 ee he 
| urn ary. -ntere ns 
| "I mention theſes fo ne 80 | 
ma of the ration the f pit 
| of:Clinſt;-whors jproply are- filly nic 10 
it, and of the ardent longin 


ngs in "their minds 
for the ſpreading of his kin amongſt 


mankind. Now to thoſe, in the e preſent age, 
who truly —— and feel the nature 
of Bis Peace 0 ADle | 4 ee | 


with we are 8 aithft that 
following this pure kehr of life, + — 
N Workers with him,“ may labour 
in great work for which he was offered 
as © fuorifice on the croſs; and that his 

able doctrines may ſhine theo _— 
228 bom renal at . herbs name 1 


9 Wn & ny 


. andun d i 


chriſtianity in Devoe hateful to maar of dds 


. 


When Gehazi had obtained n wh 


the prophet under divine direction had refu- 
indy; and was returned from the bufineſs; the 
ophet troubled: at his conduct, queried if 


living. 27 TBI 

1 it 10 eee and” os 
6 ments, men ſervants and maid ſervants, 
+ the leproſy therefore of Naaman ſhall dleave 
to thee and to thy ſeed for ever.” 2 Kings 


v. 26. And O that we may lay to heart the 


condition of the preſent tine] and humbly 
pare the way for who alone is able to pre- 
WE way PR I TJATINO! Ou me 
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1 0 H are the-j 8 Far 8 

_ kJ Father, that in all the diſpenſations of 
Ine: providence, it is our duty, in every 
* thinks, its + give | thanks.” Tho' from the 
firſt ſettlement of this part of America, be 
hath not extended his judgments to the degree 
of famine, - 
forth beyond numbering, and laid waſte 
fields of grain and graſs, where they have 
appeared; 5 another "Ing 2 in N multitudes, 


[1 . 


jt was e time thus to prepare tor a eee 


yet worms at times have came 


—— 


8 | 3 4 , a * 
— - * > — ” —— — - — — — mt — 9 there FN O50 — — _ — — —¾ — 3 — — oat ng Ons 
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out of ſigl „ ii graſs gro and, have 
roots, that the ſurface being looſ- 
| might be taken 


MACE 
ſo cat 
ened from the ſoil SNca 
off in great ſheets. 
Theſe kind of devouring: creatures appear- 
| ing ſeldom, and coming in ſuch multitudes, 
their generation _ different from moſt 
other reptiles, and by the prophet were call. 
ed God's n . „ the 3 


Joel Wa 

There have boch 8 by hail, [which 
have very- mach: deſtroy ed the grain where 
they extended. Thie ae ad ght in 
ſummer, grain in ü been leſs 
than half the uſual quantity N and in the 


continuance thereof, I have beheld with at- 
tention, from week to week, how | 
from the top of the earth, hath extended 
deeper a per, while the corn and plants 
1 and with reverence my 
been turned eng HIM, who | 
oath all things ri ht. And afice 
| — ht, when the ſky hath grown dark 
with a collection of matter, ans clouds like 
lakes of water hung over our heads, from 
whence the thirſty land hath been ſoaked; 1 
have at times, with awofulneſs, beheld the ve- 
Hement operation of lightning, made ſome- 
paved wits oa TRR | — 
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1 1 
* When crops fil, token feel 1 een 
poor tenants may be Ry conſidered, of 


ſenger from i who created all things, to 
n in a right uſe of thoſe 
benefits, and give ſtriking — vg that 
we do not — thoſe gifts, in which an 


Almighty power is ee in nenn em 


upon us. 
When 1 have confi lend: that many of our 
fellow - creatures ſuffer much in ſome places, 


for want of the neceſſaries of life, whilſt thoſe 


who rule over them are too much given to 
luxury, and divers vanities ;- and behold the 


apparent deviation from pure wiſdom. amongſt 


us, in the uſe of the outward gifts of God ; 

thoſe marks of famine have appeared like 
humbling admonitions from him, that we 
might be inſtructed by gentle chaſtiſements, 
and might ſeriouſly conſider our ways: re- 


membring that the . ſupply of life is 
A gift from our heavenly Father, that we 


No more venture to uſe, or apply his 


gifts, in a way contrary. to re wiſdom. 
Should we continue to reed. thoſe merciful 


*admonitions, and uſe his gifts at home, con- 


trary to the gracious deſign of the giver, or 


ſend them abroad in a way of trade, which 
the ſpirit of Fg doth — lead into; and 


ſhould he whoſe eyes are upon all our ways, 


extend his chaſtiſements ſo far as to reduce 


us to much greater diſtreſs than hath yet been 
felt by theſe provinces; with what ſorrow. of 
Heart might we meditate on that ſubject, 


<« Haſt thou not procured this unto thy ſelf, 


in that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy 
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* Thine own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, 
* and 1 backſlidings ſhall reprove thee: - 
„ kno srefore and fee, that it is an evil 
0 thing ned bitter, that thou haſt forſaken 
. thy God, and that my fear is not 
; in thee, faith the Lord God of hoſts.” Jer. 
I7, 1 | 
"My i. FP hath. ofien bee affected with 
: ſorrow, in beholding a wrong application of 
the gifts of our heavenly Father; and thoſe 
expreſſions concerning the defilement of the 
earth have been opened to my underſtanding, 
The earth was corrupt before God, and 
the earth was filled with violence.” Gen. 
vi. 11. Again, Iſaiah xxiv. 5. The earth 
* alſo, is defiled under the inhabltams there- 
„ of, becauſe they b have—broken the ever- 
« laſting covenant. 
The earth being the wok edis pow 
er, may not as ſuch be accounted unclean; 
but when violence is committed thereon, and 
the channel of righteouſneſs ſo obſtructed 
that in our ſkirts are found the blood * 
« the ſouls of poor innocents; not by a ſe- 
1 or Saved, but on all theſe,” Jerem. 
it. 4. | 
When blood, hed unri abe remains 
ade for, and the inhabitants are not 
effectually rged from it, when they do not 
waſh their hands in innocency, | as was figur- 
ed in the law, in 1 1 EY one FINN found 
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| * Seem caution and waraing to. Great-Britain and her cole 


pics, page 31. 
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ſain; but ſeck for gain ariſing from ſcenes 


of violence and oppreſſion, x the land i is, 
polluted with blood. Deut. xxi. 6 
Moreover, when the e is 

tilled, and the fruits brougltt 1 are 55 
ed to ſupport unrighteous —— here 
the gracious deſign of infinite goodneſs, in 
theſe his gifts being perverted, the earth is 
defiled; and the complaint formerly uttered 
becomes applicable; Thou haſt made me 
« to ſerve Ot thy ſins; thou haſt wearied 
« me with thine RE * 25 24. 
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SUNDRY SUBJECTS. 
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CHAP, 1 


HEN we love the Lord with all 
our hearts, and his creatures in his 
love, we are then preſerved in tenderneſs 
both toward mankind and the animal creation; 
but if another ſpirit gets room in our minds, 
and we follow it. in our u we are 
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FIRE I have'travelled in England, I wy had 
a © teria feeling of the condition of F 
ple, ſome of whom, though honeſt 5 in- 
duſtrious, have nothing to ſpare toward pay- | 
ing for the ſchooling of their children. |. 

There is a proportion between labour and 
the neceſſaries of life, and in true brotherly 
love the mind is Ws to feel after the ne- 
bares of the | ; 


"Amongſt the * there are ſome that are | 


oa. TEN 


was through” age, and others of a weakly 


nature, who paſs through ſtraits in very pri- 
vate life, without aſking relief from the pub- 
lick. ; 7.4 ä 
Such he: are ſtrong and healthy y may do 
that buſineſs, which to the nelly may be 
oppreſſive; and in performing that in a day 


SA % $8.4 


which is eſteemed a day's labour, by weakly 


perſons in the field a in the ſhops, and by 
weakly women who ſpin and Knit in the ma- 


nufacdories, they often paſs through weatineſs; 
and many fighs I believe are uttered in ſecret, 


unheard by fome who might. caſe their bur 
des. . - 
Labour in the right alfa is ' healthy, 
but i in too much of it there is a painful wea- 
rineſs; and the hardſhips of the poor are 
ſometimes increaſed through want of more 
agreeable nouriſhment, more plentiful fewel 
for the fire, and warmer loathing” in the 
winter than their wages will anſwer. | 
When T have beheld plenty in ſome houſes 


to? a degree of luxury, the condition of 


children gy" up * learning, Na 5 
6 the 
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the condition of the weakly and aged, who 
_ viyed_ in my mind, as caſes of which ſome 


There are few, if any, could behold their 
fellow-creatures lie. long in diſtreſs, and for- 
bear to help them, & Ca they could do it 
without any inconvenience ;. but . cuſtoms re- 
quiring much labour to ſupport. them, do 
often lie heavy on the poor, while they who 
live in theſe cuſtoms are ſo. entangled in a 
multitude of unneceſſary concerns, that they 
think __ little fe the hardſhips which the 
poor people go throug g. 
wt "gy aca] in buſineſs expends 
part of his income in things of no real uſe, 
while the poor employed by him paſs through 
great difficulties in getting the neceſſaries of 
ik, this requires his ſerious attention. 
If ſeveral principal men in buſineſs unite 
in ſetting the wages. of thoſe who. work for 
Bite, and therein have regard to a profit to 
themſelves anſwerable to unneceſſary expence 
in their families, while the wages of the othera 
on a moderate induſtry will not afford a com- 


fortable living for their families, and a pro- 


FEE education for their children; this is like 
laxing a temptation in the way of ſome. to 
ftrive. for a place Higher than they are in, 
Now I feel a concern in the ſpring, of pure 
love, that all who have plenty of outward 


ce, may example others in the right 
" t * ennie e * 8 . . 
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ufe. af things ; may carefully look into the 
condition 85 5 ple, and beware of ex- 
acting on them with regard to their wages. 
While hired labourers, by moderate in- 7 
duſtry, through the divine bleſſing, may live 
comfortably, raiſe up families, and give-them 
ſuitable education, it appears reaſonable for 
them to be content with their wages. 
bi they who have plenty, love-their fellow f 
creatures.in that love which is divine, and in 
all their proceedings have an equal regard to 
the good of mankind univerſally, their, place 
in ſociety is a place of care, an office tequirs 
ing attention, and the more we poſſeſs, the 
greater is our truſt, and with an increaſe of 
— an increaſe of care becomes neceſe | 
a 25 Fi 
Wen our will is fiijeRt to the vill of God, 
and in relation to che things. of this world, 
we have nothing ir in view, but 4 comfortable 
living equally with the reſt of our fellow, 
creatures, thei outward treaſures are no far= 
ther defirable than as we feel a-gift in our, 
minds equal to the truſt, and ſtrength to act 
as dutiful children in his ſer vice, who hath 
formed all b . and appointed 4 us 
biſtence for us in this World. 
A deſire for treaſures on any other motive, 
appears to be wr that command of our 
blefſed Saviour, Lay not up for yourſelves 
« treaſures on earth, Matt. vi. 19. 
He forbids not laying up in the 0 
againſt the wants of winter; nor doth he 
teach 1 us to be flothiful i in chat which properly 
"vt © Cez relates 


| 5 to our Aer, in \ this. pany but in 
this prohibition. he puts in yourſelves * Lay 
* not u up. f for Jour: ever, treaſures here, . 
« . carth: 3 i 
bp: No-] in the' pure light, "this languag e is 
underſtood, 
no; reſpe& of perſons ; and 7 8 5 we abide in 
His love, we hve not th ourſelves, but to him 
who died fot us. And as we are thus united 
in ſpitit to Chriſt, we are engaged to labour 
in promotin DE That 3 work 1 the earth for which 
he offered. 50 
Is this ſtate of mind our deſires ate, that 
every. honeft member in ſociety may have a 
portion of treaſure, and ſhare of truſt, an- 
verable to that gift, with which our, hea 
venly Father hath gifted us 
In great. treaſure, there i is A great roaſts 
* A great truſt requiteth great LC: 
„But the laborious mind wants reſt, 
"A pious man is content. to do a ſhare of 
buſineks in ſociety, , anſwerable to the gifts 
With which hie is endowed, while the chan- 
nels of buſiheſs are free from untighteouſ- 
nefs, but i is careful | eſt at . time his heart 
| "Ini the harmonious Pirie of bociety 00 big 
zs all in all” Col, in. 11. | 
Here it is that © old things are paſt away, M 
«all things are new, all things are, of God.” 
2 Cor. v. 17, 18. and. the def ce for outward 
riches 1 is at an end. 8 
They of low degree who "have ſmall. gifts Ke 
| WA, Weit SAP | who have. large g gifts; thoſe. 
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with their Tmall gifts, ha ve a ſmall. de r | 
care, while theſe with their large. gifts, have 1 
a large degree of care; and TOM to abide. in 
the love of Chriſt, and. enjoy a:;.comfortabl e 
living in this world, is all tl 2 is aimed at by. 
thoſe members in el, to whom Chriſt 1 
made wiſdom and righteouſneſs. cy en WY 
But when they. who. have muc n treaſure, | 
are not faithful ſtewards of the gifts bf, 8 dd, 
great difficulties attend th. 7, W Woh 
Now this, matter. hath deep ply. a ded. my 
mind. The Lord, through cal oy, cha iſer 
ments, hath, given me a feeling of . Pit 
in which the harmony pf ſociety” Randeth 
and a ſight. of the growth of. that ſeed "which 
bringeth forth wars and great calamities;in. 
the world, and A labour attends i Amen 
it to others. TY . OY 
Now to 48 with integrity 4crording to 
that ſtrength of mind and body with which 
our creator, hath endowed each. us, ap FR: 
neceſſary. for all, and be who thus thn in 
the loweſt tation, appears to be entitled 1 to as 
comfortable and convenient a living. ag he 
whoſe gifts. of. mind are Sreater, and whoſe, 
cares are wore extenſive. .- 4 "TER 
"IT ſoine: end dowed with ſtrong. un 5 
ings as men abide not in the Paret 
ſtate, i in whic eh, x we <© love. our. neighbours. as 
purſelves,” .but walk i in that ne 
the children f this world ate wiſe in th 
generation; theſe by the. ſtrength of 80 25 75 
vance may ſonietimes gather great trea ure, 
but the wiſdom of this Oe is 2 
wit 
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with Gol; and if we gather treaſures in 
| worldly 22 we. lay up treaſures for 
pt and great treaſures managed 
7 f ſpirit, 1 the ſpirit of truth, 
di ereth Fig affaits of 55 for hereby. 
gifts of God in this outward crea- 
— are turned into the channels of worldly 
honour, and frequently: applied to ſupport 
luxury, while the wages of. poor labourers 
are Bach, that with moderate induſtry an 5 
frugality they may not live comfortably, _ rai 48 
up familzes, and Five them ſuitable educati- 


. on, but 2 the Ateightnei of: their cons . 


dition, e often drawn on to labour, under. 
weatineſs, to toil through hardfhjps' them- 
ſelves, and'fr requently to. oppreſs thoſe ſcfyl 
animals with Which we are entruſted, . 
From age to age, throughout all ages, di- 
vine love is that alone, — which dominion 
has been, is, and will be rightly. conducted. 
In this the endowtnents of men are ſo em- 
_ ployed, that the friend and the governor are. 
united" in one, and ee ee een IR | 
to an end, wh 
| "Riches i in the 997 of indltidüglt 5 in los 
ciety, is attended with ſome degree of Power 3 
and fo. far as wer is put forth ſeparate from 
pure 8e, 45 ar the. government © the Prince 
of Peace; is interrupted? and as we poo not 
that dur children after us will dwell in tha 
ſtate in which power 3s 1 ri ghty WS t 
45 up riches for wt ook o be inſt | 
of A IR ol yam: 5 
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The earth, through the labour of men un- 
al oh tag of him who formed it, yield- 
eth a ſupply Tor the inhabitants from gene- 
ration to generation, and they Was: walk 
the pure light, their minds are prepared to 
e aA reliſh not only thoſe bl ings which 
are ſpiritual, but alſo feel a ſweetneſs and ſa- 
tisfaction in a right uſe of the good e of . 
_ in the viſible creation. 

Here we ſee that man's happineſs Rands 
not in great poſſeſſions, but 6. a heart de- 
voted to follow Chrift, in that uſe of things, 
Whete cuſtoms TR to: univerſal love have 
no power over us. e e 
In this ſtate our hearts eplied ts truſt 


'1n God, and our deſires for our children and 
poſterity are, that they, with the reſt of man- 
kind, in ages to come, _ be of that 'num- 
ber, ff whom he latte id, 1 will be a 
* father to them, and they ſhall a for 
* and daughters.“ 2 Cor. vi. 19. 
When wages in a fruitful land bear 60 ſm: 

A d proportion to the neceſſaries of life, that 
poor honeſt people who have families cannot 
2 m duſtry attain to à comfort - 
| ve their children ſufficient 
bi t muſt either labour to a 
1 on, or elſe omit that which: appears 
ee dury. 3, 21 ay} it} n 

While this is the 'caſe with the poor, there 
is an inclination in the minds of moſt people, 
to prepare at leaſt ſo much treaſure for their 
alten, hea they with” care , moderate 


5 * 2 * 
; — 
4 


84+ 4 * 
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indu 3 1 Si 7 hi y tal theſe bard 
_which the poor paſs through. a 
No this ſubject requireth o our ſerious con- 
| ideration: to labour that our children may 
| be put in a way to live comfortably, appears 
in itſelf to be a duty, ſo long as theſe our 
labours are conſiſtent with, univerſal righte- 
ouſneſs; but if in ſtriving to ſhun poverty. 
we do not walk i in, that ſtate where «+ Chriſt js 
* our life, then we wander, z He that 
0 hath, the. Son, hath life. 3 John v. 12. 
* This lifes the hht, of mea,” Jobn 3. + 
: = alk not in this. light, we walk in 
An 5g ” be that walketh in, darkneſs, 
e th hither he e Sun 


yr ia „ 
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in, poverty, we 6 e 1 in 7 fe 
1 . Chriſt is the light of our life, our la- 


bours will ſland in the true barmony: of ſo—- 
E but if people are mee that the 
e at is good, and in this confidence 

12 rſue it ſo cagerly, as not to Wait for the 
ſpirit, of truth to lead them, then they come 

110 loſs, + hriſt is given to to be a leader and 
987 commander. of; the pe people, Iſaiah lv. 4. 
Fg: The Lord thall guide thee,conti- 
* nually, Ifaiah Iviii, 12. Again. 3% Lord, 


4 


Wy E thou wilt ordain peace; for us, .for/thou 
Dalſo Wrought, all gur works in * 
Iſaiah xxvi. "be fo LET? Gl 21257 16 36 WES | 
„ ue Lord, have, we. [righteouſneſs and 
5 den stk. Ifaiah xlv. 24. 


In thi ſtate our ads are a watch- 
ul in following the leadings of his, ſpirit in 
all our proceedings in this world, and a care 
is felt for a "reformation in general; that 
our own poſterity, with the reſt of mankind 
in ſucceeding ages, may not be entangled 
by oppreſſive cuſtoms, tranſmitted to them 
through our hands: but if people in the 
narrowneſa of- natural love, are- afraid. that 
their children will be oppreſſed by the rich, 
and through an cager deſire to 24. treaſures. 
depart from the pure leadings of truth in one 
cafe, though: it may ſeem; to be a ſmall-mat- 
ter, yet the mind even in that ſmall matter 
mat be emboldened to continue in a way of 

1 en wuning for. the divine 

. Nan 
Thus people ma) grow — in buſineſs, 
wile in the wiſdem of this world, retain a 
fair reputation amongſt men, and yet, being 
ſtrangers to the voice of Chriſt, the ſafe 1 o 
er of his flock, the treaſures thus gotten, 
may be like ſnares to the 8 % re 
rity, 141 Tri #6377 4 32 "7 At! 

Now to keep faithfol to the pr month 
lor, and under trying -cireumſtances ſuffer 
adverſity for right 69 ifneſs, ſake, in this there 
_26arewandennibarnt him 0 
If we, being oor, ate. hardly. dealt; — 

by thoſe wh are rich, and under this diffi- 
culty are frugal and induſtrious; and in true 
humility open our caſe to them who oppreſs 
us, this may reach the pure witneſs. in their 
Mg; and though we ſhould remain under 


difficultics 


426110 2 


Fra the "fore of Chriſt, all | will work for e our 
_ . 12 [When we” feel wht it is to fuer in the tie 
2 ſuffering ſtate, then we experience the truth 
of thoſe expreſſions, that, as the ſufferings 
* of Chriſt abound in us, ſo our conſolation 
aboundeth by Chriſt.” 2 Cor. j. . 
But if poor people wWwho are hardly dealt 
with, do not attain to the true ſuffering ſtate, 
do not labour in true love with thoſe who 
deal hardly with them, but envy their out- 
Ward greatneſs, murmur in their hearts be- 
cauſe of their own poverty; and ſtrive in the 
wiſdom of this world to get riches for them- 
ſſelves and their children; thus is like Wan- 
dering in the dark, Wen 
If we who ate of a middle ſtation betv 
riches and poverty; are affected at times With 
ide oppreſſions of the poor, and feel a tender 
| regard for our poſterity after us; O how ne- 
ws ..cellityisit . we wait for the Pure ent 
—_— of truth! ine id KIT, 
== Many een £ hardſhips of the poo 
ſelt an eager deſire That der chüd 
be put in a way to — theſe _ 
but how few have continued in that pure love 
which openeth our underſtandings to 1 wa 
rightly under theſe difficulties? - tl 
How few have faithfully followed chat holy 
f Loader who prepares his people to labour for 
ld dhe reſloration of true ee. amongſt our 
r ene x hh dg $1 89 en AUF ey 
8 M 1 ON 11-7 SN ST Dl £72 Fr "4 Hadol BER n 
inlet b 5 8 „ 


2 


. 

£ Wa; a 
* 

ry - * 


oN LOVING OUR « NEIGHBOURS. 391 


af In the pure goſpel-ſpirit we walk" *by 
faith and. — ſight.“ 2 Cor. v. 7. 

In the 1 $0 10a of faith we die to he narz 
rowneſs of ſelf- love, and gur life being hid 
with Chriſt in God, our hearts are enlarged 
toward mankind univerſally; but in depart- 
ing fre m the true light of life, many in ſtriving 
to get treaſures, have Mare en dark 

Now. that — 5 * 5 life: en oro A * 
from faithfulneſs in following the ſpirit of 

| BH truth, that ate where our minds ate devoted 
to farve God, and all our! wants are bound- 
ed by his wiſdom, this habitation has often = 
been opened before me as à place of 'retire- 4 
3 for the children of the light, Where 
ſtand. ſeparated from that Which di. 
—_ e the affairs of ſociety, = 
and where we may have a teſtimony of oor t 
innocence in the beat of thoſe! e behold E 
us. 13 el 


{Through Hepartiog PRIN the Amin as it 4 = 
= in Jelua, ene introducing ways of life 
| attended with unneceſſary expences, many 
K wants haye ariſen, the minds of people have 
| been employed in ſtudying to get wealth, and 
nin this; purſvit ſome departing from equity, 
have e an a; profeſſion of religion; others 
have looked at their example, and thereby 
been ſtrengthened to procerd further in the 
fame way thus many have encour 


, trade of, taking men nf and Telling 
them ag flaves../ Jenn lüfter 3030 9110 val 
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le hab been computed that near one hun- 
dred thouſand Negroes have of late years been 
taken annually from that coaſt, by: ſhips em- 
prayed: in'the Engliſh trade. 
As I have travelled on religious” viſits in 
8 parts of America, I have ſeen man 
theſe people under the een of overſee 
in a painful ſervitudeG. | 
I have beheld them as Gentiles 7 der yo 
va profeſſing chriſtianity, not only kept ig- 
norant of the holy ſcriptures, but aber great 4 
Provocations to Wrath; of whom it may 
truly be ſaid, They that rule over them 
| + woke them to howl, and the holy, Name is 
abundantly blaſphemed.” Iſaiah lil. 5. Where 
children are taught to read the ſacred writings, 
while young, and exampled in meekneſs and 
humility, it is often helpful to them; nor is 
this any more than a debt due from us to 4 
ſucceeding a age. r 4 LET” Bo: 
But where youth are pinched fk 5 want er 
the neceſſaries of life, forced to labour hard 
under the harſh rebukes of rigorous over- 
ſeers, and many times endure unmerciful 
whippings: in ſuch an education, how great 
5 9 8 hi y | lie under! And 
| hw foroihly do theſe things work againſt the 
| 8 of the government” of the! rince of 
ir 75H! 3s baJdoor 974: 
Hum Schithy' in tis werke 125 
ſpeaki —.— tender frelings 3 
Godin bi — A ichild, faid, 
By the violent wrathful nature that ruled 
in others, was wy — diſturbed, and 
anger 
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anger begotten in me toward them, yet that 
of God in me was not wholly overcome, but 
his love was felt in my heart, and great was 
my grief when the earthly-mindedneſs and 
wrathful nature ſo PO my that: 15 wle 
eſtranged from it,” _ y ' 
And this 1 write as a warning to 

rents and others, that in the fear of the liv- 
ing God, you may train up the youth, and 
may not be a means of; bringing them into 15 
ſuch alienation.” 
Many are the vanities and hanutien of the 
preſent age, and in labouring to ſupport a 
way of living conformable to the preſent 
world, the departure from that wiſdom that 
is pure and peaceable, hath been great. 

nder the ſenſe of a deep revolt, Se 

overflowing ſtream. of | unrighteouſneſs, my 
life has been. often a life of mourning, and 
tender deſires are raiſed in me. that the na- 
ture of this practice may be laid to heart. 
Il have read ſome books wrote by, prople 
wh were acquainted. with the inner of 
getting ſlaves in Africa. 

I have had verbal relations of this mae 
from ſeveral Negroes brought from Africa. 
who have learned to talk En Klan 

1 have ſundry times — Engliſhmen 
ſpeak on this ſubject, who have been in 
Africa on this buſineſs; and from all theſe 
accounts it appears evident that great vio- 
lence is committed, and wanen bloodſhed i in 


4 ATE: in getting ſlaves. 
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When three or four hundred ſla ve 
in the hold of a veſſel in a hot elimate, their 
breathing ſoon affects the air. Were that 
number of free people to go paſſengers wi 
all things proper for their voyage, there 
would inconvenience ariſe from their nom- 
ber; but ſlaves are taken by violence, 
frequently endea vour to kill the white | 
le, that they may return to their n 
nd. Hence tliey are frequently kept undet 
ſuch a ſort of confinement, by means of which 
a ſcent ariſeth in the hold of a ſhip, and diſ- 
tempers often break out amongſt them, of 
which many die. Of this tainted air in thi 
hold of ſhips freighted with ſlaves, I Have 
had ſeveral accounts, ſome in print, and ſome 
verbal, and all agree that the ſcent is griev- 
ous. When theſe people are ſold in America, 
and in the iſlands, they are made to labour 
in a manner more ſerv ile and (conſtant, than 
that which they were wy to at home, that 
with grief, with different diet from what has 
been common with them, and with hard la- 
bour, ſome thouſands are computed to die 
every year. in what is called the ſeaſoning. 
„Tus it appears rv that great num 
bers of theſe people ht every year 
end; many of ern” XY 


to an | untimely 

ſuch who never injured us. 

Where the innocent ſuffer wide hard- 

b men, even unto death, and the chan- 
nels of equity are ſo obſtructed. that the 
. * the ſufferers is not Judged in 


24 * th 


e « the/ and: is 1l 
Nude xxxv. 33. NR IMI i 
Where blood hath been hed unrighteouſly, 
ani remains unatoned for, the ws thereof 1 is 
very piercing, 
Under'the hembling difpeinſarionia of . 
Providence, this cry hath deeply affected my 
heart, and I feel a concern to open, as I may 
be enabled, that which lieth vy on my 
mind. 
When che the iniquity of the bout of Iſrael | 
and of Judah was exceeding great, when 
the land was defiled with blood; and the 
city full of perverſeneſs.” Ezek. ix. 9. 
« Some were found ſighing and crying for 
the abominations of the times.” Ezek. ix. 4. 
and ſuch who live under a right feeling of 
our condition as a nation, theſe I truſt will 
be ſenſible that the Lord at this day doth call 
to mourning, though many are ignorant of 
it. So powerful are bad cuſtoms: when they 
become general, that people growing bold 
thro the examples one of another, have often 
been unmoved at the moſt ſerious warnings. 
Through abiding «in the love of Chriſt we 
feel a tenderneſs in our hearts toward our 


fellow creatures, entangled i in oppreſſive cuſ- 


toms; and a concern ſo to walk, that our 
oonduct may not be a means of ſirengthening 
them in error. 

It was the op of the Lord through 
Moſes, * Thou ſhalt not ſuffer ſin upon thy 
* brother: "thou e in anpwiſs rebuke thy 
75 | brother, 
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* Len and ſhalt not ſuffer "they: upon 
* him.“ Lev. - ix. 17. 
Again; Keep far from a falſe miitter.; ; 

* and the innocent and ron flay thou 
not.“ Exod: xxiii. 7 

The prophet Iſaiah mentions oppreſſion a as 
that which the true church in time of out- 
ward quiet ſhould not only be clear of, bu 
ſhould be far from 11; Thou ſhalt be far 
* from oppreſſion.” Iſaiah liv. 14. Now 
theſe words, far from, appear io have an ex- 
tenſive meaning, and to convey inſtruction 
in regard to that of which Solomon ſpeaks, 

Though hand join in hand. the wicked 
ſhall not go unpuniſhed. Prov. xvi. 5. 

It was a complaint againſt. one of old, 
« © When thou ſaweſt a thief, thou conſent- 
* edt with him.” Pſal. I. 18. 

The prophet Jeremiah — the de- 
| — preparation toward idolatrous ſacri- 
fice, in the ſimilitude of a work carried on 
by children, men, and women. The 
s children gather wood, the fathers kindle 
the fire, and the women knead the nya 
to bake. cakes for the n of heaven. 
Jer. vin. 18. if 
It was a complains: * the and ind 

Iſtael, through his prophet Ezekiel, that © they 
” ſtrengthened the hands of the wicked, and 
* made the hearts of the eee ſad.” 4 
Enel til: 14. 

Some works of iniquity err on by the 
people were repreſented by the prophet Hoſea, 
in the ſimilitude of ploughing, reaping, and 

eating 


Ox v0 . bs NEIGHBC 


No have ploughed wick!" 10 


* edneſs, 5 iniquity, eaten the fruit of 


lying, becauſe thou didſt truſt in thy own 


„ , 6 the multitude of thy mighty men.” 


Hoſea x. 


14 


Our blef 80 Sid, ſplatking of the Pete 1 


of the old world, ſaid, They eat, they 


6 drank; they matried, and Were given in K 


% marriage, until the day that Noah went 


into the ark, and the flood came and de- | 
« ſtroyed thiem all.” Luke xvii. 27. 
The like he ſpake concerning the peo ple of 


Sodom, who are alſo repreſented wh the the eo 1 
Ive ; 


phet as haughty, luxurious, and op 


This was the ſin of Sodom, pri F Aalen t 


„ of bread, and abundance of rated was 


found in her, and in her daughters; nei- 


„ther did ſhe ſtrengthen the hands of the 
«© 2 and needy.” Ezck. xvi. 4c. 
ow- 


in a revolt ſo deep as: "his, wha. 
much blood. has been ſhed unrighteouſly, in 


carrying on the ſlave- trade, and in ſupport- 
ing the practice of keeping ſlaves, which at 
this day is unatoned for, and crieth from 
the earth, and le. the ſeas rn the ops” 
preſſor! 


While this meals 4 nine youre un- 


der a great load of guilt, there is more un- 


righteouſneſs committed, the e bes things | 


is very moving! 
There is a love lich nde i ann 
and a parent beholding his child in miſery, 
hath a feeling of the afffiction; but in divine 
pint the heart is enlarged towards mankind 
D d univerſally, 


— 


univerſally, 8 pre a ed. 1 deere with. 
| of "this ns . Ars. N pag. a 
feeling, 28 he ſaid, ave we not all one 
„Father? Hath not one God created us? 
Why then do we deal treacherouſly every 
„man with his brother, in prophaning the 
* covenant of our fathers?” Mal. ii. 10. 

He who of old heard the groans of the 
children of Iſrael under the hard taſk-maſters - 
in Egypt, I truſt, bath. 8 abel down from his 
holy en on the miſeries of theſe deep- 
. ty oppreſſed people. Many lives \ Have, ; 
ſhortned through extreme oppreſſion, while 
they laboured to ſupport — and worldly 
greatneſs; and tho man people in outward 
proſperity, may *. NN o thoſe things, 
yet jor” gracious. tor hath regard to the 
—_ the inne however unnoticed. by 


* 
. 8 
r 1 is ; $37 44 


be Lord i in ws riches. 2 his goodness is. 
leading ſome, into the feeling. of the condition. 
of Ds, people, who candot reſt without la- 
bouring as their advocates; of which in ſame. 
e I have had experience, for, in the 
wovings of his love in my heart, theſe poor 
fufferers have been brought near to me. 
I )V be unofſending aged and infirm made to 
labour too hard, kept on a diet leſa comfort - 
ahle than their l Rate re equized, and ex- 
poſed to great difficulties 3 hard- hearted 
men, to whoſt ſufferings I have often. been a 


| woe: and under the . | 
i Tel?! z 15 {1 1 
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of divine love, their miſcty hath felt to me 
like the miſery of my parents. | 
Innocent youth taken by vidletics flom 
their native land, from their friends and c- 
quaintance; put on board ſhips with heafts 
laden with expoſed to great hard- 
ſhips at ſea; placed under people, where theit 
lives have been attended with, great: pfovoca- 
tion to anger and revenge. 

With the condition of theſe youth, my 
mind hath often been affected, as with the 
afflictions of my children, and in a feeling 
of the miſery of theſe people, and of that 
great offence which is tniniſtered to them, 
my tears have been often Poe out befvre 
the Lord. 55 
That holy Spirit which affected tay heart 
whedi I was a youth, I traſt, is often” felt by 
the Negroes in their native land, chiming 
their minds to that which 16 righteous, an 
had the fed followers of Chriſt in all 
their conduct toward them, manifeſted a diſ- 
poſition anſwerable to the pure principle in 
their hearts, how might the holy Name have 
been honoured amongſt the Gentiles, and 
bow might we have rejoiced in the fulfilling 
of that prophecy, I the Lord love judg- 
ment, I hate robbery for burnt-offerings, 
«< and will direct their work in truth, and 
* make an everlaſting -covenant with them. 
Their ſeed ſhall be known amongſt the 
“ Gentiles; and their offspring amongſt the 

N all that ſee them ſhall acknowledge 

55 | « them, 
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them, that they are the ſeed. which the 
% Lord hath bleſſed.”  Ifaiah lxi. 8, 9. 
But in the preſent ſtate of things, how 
contrary is this practice to that meek ſpirit, 
in which our Saviour laid down his lite for 
us, that all the ends.of the earth might know 
ſalvation in his name! 
How are the ſufferings of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer ſet at nought, and his name blaſ- 
phemed amongſt the Gentiles, through the 
unrighteous Procrocmnge of his prote cd fol 
lowers! _ 
My mind hath often been affected, even 
from the days of my youth, under a ſenſe of 
that marvellous work, for which God, in in- 
finite goodneſs, ſent his Son into the world. 
The opening of that ſpring of living wa- 
ters, which the true believers in, Chriſt ex- 
perience, by which they are redeemed from 
pride and covetouſneſs, and brought into a 
Kate of meekneſs, where their hearts are en- 
larged in true love toward their fellow-crea- 
tures univerſally; this work to me has been 
precious, and the ſpreading the knowledge of 
the truth amongſt the Gentiles been very de- 
ſirable. And the profeſſed followers of Chriſt 
joining in cuſtoms evidently unrighteous, 
which manifeſtly tend to tir up wrath, and 
increaſe wars and deſolations, hath often co- 
vered my mind with forrow. _ | 
If we bring this matter home, and as Job 
pro ropoſed to his frjends, Put our foul aw 
3 their us WoW: © Om df 40 ca 


e 
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It we confider ourſelves and our children 
as expoſed to the hardſhips which theſe peo- 
ple lie under in ſupporting an imaginary 
greatneſs. | 

Did we in ſuch caſe behold an increaſe of 
luxury and ſuperfluity amongſt our oppreſſors, 
and therewith felt an increaſe of the weight 
of our burdens, and expected our l to 
groan under oppreſſion after us. | 

Under all this miſery, had we none to 
plead'our cauſe, nor any hope of relief from 
man, how would our cries aſcend to the God 
of the ſpirits of all fleſh, who judgeth the 

world in righteouſneſs, and i in his own time 

is a refuge for the oppreſſed ! | cgi by 
If they who thus afflicted us, FORT ITY to 
lay claim to religion, and were aſſiſted in 
their buſineſs by others, eſteemed” pious peo- 
ple, who Hel h a friendſhip with them 
ſtrengthened their hands in tyranny. _ | 

In ſuch a ſtate, when we were br bite 
ten, and could not have ſufficient nouriſh- 
ment, but ſaw them in fulneſs pleaſing their 

taſte with things | fetched from far: 
When we were wearied with labour, deni- 
ed the liberty to reſt, and ſaw them ſpending 
their time at eaſe ; when garments anſwer- 
able to our neceſlities were denied us, while 
we faw' them cloathed in that which was 
coſtly and delicate 

Under ſuch afliction, how . would theſe . 
painful feelings riſe up as witneſſes againſt 
their pretended devotion! And if the name 
of their religion was mentioned in our hear- 

* ing, 


. 
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ing, how would it ſound in our ears like a 

word which ſignified ſelf-exaltation, and hard- 
nels of heart! 

When a trade is carried on, productive of 
much miſery, and they who ſuffer by it. are 
| ſome thouſand miles off, the er is the 

fon.” of not laying, their eri to 
. 

In procuring daves on the coaſt of A 
many children are ſtolen privately; wars alſo 
are encouraged amongſt the Negroes, but all is 
at a great OfRneK: , 3 
Many groans ariſe \from dying men, which 
we hear not. 

Many cries are TY by, widows. A000 fa · 
therleſs children, which reach not our ears. 
Many cheeks are wet with tears, and faces 
; fad, With unntterable N e we ſee 

2 tyranny is Cons ied. The hands | 
Pr robbers are ſtrengthened, and thouſands 
reduced to. the moſt ect , who never 
ured us. 

Were we for the tene of one year only to 
be e in yuh, 2 Ma, getting 
[Nor the blood which hed | to. be 

inkled on our . ee | 
Were the poor captives Ws 925 thongs, 
heavy laden with elephants teeth, to ae 
fore our eyes on their way: to the 
Were their bitter lamentatioma — 8 
e e e ol th me a 
SIO, the night to hi e om 
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ute of ſome fu 
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Were we to hear the ſound of the tumult 
when the ſlaves on board the ſhips attempt 
to kill the Engliſh, and belwold- the: ys: of 
| thoſe bloody conflicts : 

What pious man ould by . to hola 
things; and ſee aà trade carried on in this 
manner, 8 1 e nen _—_ 

forrow?!! 
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I HAVE belt an diſtreſs us 7 ſince 
came on this iſland, on account of the 
members of our ſociety being mixed with the 
world in various ſorts of buſineſs and traffic, 
carried on in impure channels. Great is the 
trade to Africa for ſlaves; and in loading 
theſe ſhips: 4bundance = e are INES 
in the manufactories. | 
Friends in eaily>t chal refuſed; on mligh- 
_ 5 to make or trade in ſuperflui- 
, of which we have many large teſtimo- 
— on recòrd, but for want of Aithfillef 
ſome gave way, even ſome whoſe' examples 
were of note in ſociety, and from'ithence 
others took more liberty: members; of our ſo- 
-cicty worked in ſuperfluitics, and bought und 
ſold them, and thus 'dinineſs-of- fight! came 
over many. At length, friends got into the 
K uities inidreſs, and in the 
; „ ſpret 
Hi 10 i | oa 


e 
wo 
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from leſs to more, till Dane n. 
kinds is common amongſt us. 

In this declining ſtate many 1 at the 
example. one of another, and. too much ne- 
gle& the pure feeling of truth. Of late years 
a deep exerciſe hath attended my mind. that 

friends may dig deep, may carefully caſt forth 

the looſe matter, and get down to the rock, 
the ſure foundation, and there hearken to 
that divine voice which pives a clear and cer- 
tain ſound. . 3 5 
And I Haw felt in that which doth not 7 hy 
ceive,. that if friends who have known the 
truth, keep in that tenderneſs of heart, where 
all views of outward. gain are given up, and 
their truſt is only on the Lord, he will gra- 
iy lead ſome to be patterns of deep ſelf- 
denial, in things relating to trade, and han- 
dicraſt labour; and that ſome who have 
plenty of the treaſures of this world, will ex- 
ample in a plain frugal life, and pay Mages: to 
ſuch whom they may hire, more li ly than | 
38 now. cuſtomary in ſome places. 

The prophet, ſpeak ing of: the true 3 
faid, Thy people alſo: {ball-be all righteous.” 

Of the — of 3 divine erk ſeveral 
6 ſpoken. r Sn 5 N 

John Gratton, in * journal, p. vj fad 
The Lord is my portion, I-ſhall-not want. 
He hath — all my works in me. I am 
-pokbing but what am in him. 

Gilbert La 


tey, through the — . N 
„ mtiens of the 1 of Chriſt in his ſoul, was 
n that depth of 9 that Ae 
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could not join with that proud ſpirit in other 
people, which inclined them to want vanities 
and ſuperfluities. This friend was often amongſt 
the chief rulers of the nation in times of per- 
ſecution, and it appears by the teſtimony of 
friends, that his dwelling was ſo coidendly in 
the pure life of truth,” that in his viſits to 
thoſe great men, he found a place in their 
minds; and that king James the ſecond, in 
the times of his troubies, made particular 
mention in a very reſpectful manner oF what 
Gilbert once ſaid to him. 8 
The ſaid Gilbert found a concern .to write 
an epiſtle, in which are theſe expreſſions 
«. Fear the Lord, ye men of all ſorts, trades, 
and callings, and leave off all the evil that is 
in them, for the Lord is grieved with all the 
evils uſed in da ie ments wh jen you are 
exerciſed in. 
lt is even wars to > how! you are Sn: 
vants to bane d eee 1 Wim See 


witnellah zen the pomps. and. vanities of 
this world.“. 
Sach ee whe: Bam as n 
in the power of God, cannot fulfil the peo- 
ple's minds in theſe vanities, on; theveſors 
whey are offended at them Wer wo 4s 
Let all truſt in the Lord, . 

tiently on him; for when truth firſt broke 
forth in London, many tradeſmen could not 
| tas ſo ! money in tate ſhops for ' ſome 

| time, 
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time, as would buy them | bread and water, 
becauſe they withſtood the world's ways, 
faſhions, and cuſtoms; yet by their patient 
waiting on the Lord in their good life and 
converſation, they anſwered the truth in peo-—- 
boo s hearts, and thus their buſineſs 1 incre! ed? | 

kof Doarinals,! p.iSap. ... 

Now Chriſt our holy * 38 con- 
inves to open the underſtandings of his 
people, and as circumſtances alter from age 
to age, ſome who are deeply baptized into a 
feeling of the ſtate of things, are led by his 

holy ſpirit into exereiſes in ſome reſpect dif- 
ferent from thoſe which attended the faithful 
in foregoing ages, and through the conſtrain- 
ings of pure love, are engaged a open _ 
feelings they have to others. 

In Aithfully following Chriſt. the — is 
Mn from the deſire of riches, and we 
are led into a life ſo plain and ſimple, that a 
little doth ſuffice, and thus the way openeth 
to deny ourſelves, under all the tempti ng al- 
lurements of that gain, which we know 1 is the 
gain of unrighteouſneſs. +5 ha 
The apoſtle ſpeaking on this ſubject, aſk- 

eth this queſtion ; * What fellowſhip: hath 
_** righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs ) 2 Cor. 
vi. 14. And again faith, Have no fellow 
hip rice the unfruitful works of darkneſs, 
but rather reprove them.” Epheſ. v. 11. 
Again, Be not partaker of othet: -men's Cog, 
* keep thyſelf pure“ 1 Tim u e 

Where peopl through the p- Ve; i of Chriſt 


17 
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| freed from all unneceſſary care and expence, - 
the mind in this true reſignation is at liberty 
from the bands of a narrow ſelf-intereſt, to 
attend from time to time on the pation 
his ſpirit upon us, though. he leads. into 0 
through 1 ich our faith is cloſely tried. 
'The language of Chriſt is pure, and, to the 
105 in N this pure language is intelligi- 
; but in the love of money, the mind be- 
wed intent on gain, is too full, of human con - 
trivance to attend to it. 
It appeareth evident, that Ap channels of 
trade are deſiled with unrighteouſneſa, that 
the minds of mauy are intent on getting trea- 
ſures to ſupport a life, in eh there. are 
map; unneceſſaty expences, 

And 1 feel a living concern. attend my 
mind, that under theſe difficulties we may 
humbly follow our heavenly; ſhepherd, who 
graciouſly regardeth his flock, and is willing 
and able to ſupply. us both inwardly and out- 
wardly with clean provender, that "both, been 
winnowed with the ſhovel and the fan, where 
we Eren * ſow to ourſelves in righteouſneſs, 
** reap in mercy.” (Hoſea x. 12. and not be 
defiled with the works of iniquity. _ 

Where cuſtoms contrary to pure wiſdom 
are tranſmitted to poſterity, it appears to be 
an, injury committed. againſt them; and 1 

n feel tender oompaſſion toward a young 
generation, and deſires, that their difficultics 
may not be increaſed . nee 
pn be the! nc ages) Frog 78117 4 
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W m friends were kept truly humble, and 
walked according” to the purity. of our prin- 
ciples, the divine witneſs in many hearts was 
reached; but when a worldly ſpirit got en- 
trance, there with came in luxuries and ſu- 
perfluities, and ſpread by little and little, 
even amongſt the foremoſt rank in ſociety, 
and from thence' others took. liberty in that 
wow more abundantly. 

In the continuation of theſe things Fri 
parents to children, there were many wants 
to ſupply, even wants unknown to friends, 
while they faithfully followed Chrift. And'in 
ſtriving to ſupply'theſe wants many have ex- 
acted on the poor, many have entered on em- 
ploy loyments, in which they often labour in up- 

olding pride and vanity. Many have looked 
on — — been ſtrengthened in theſe 
things, one by the example of another, and 
as to the pure divine ſeeing, dimneſs hatn 
come over many, and the channels of true | 
tt ne Ke love been obſtructed. 


7 of 7 
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f N the th to Aﬀriea for Kiſs: "I in 98 . 
1 management of ſhips going on theſe voy- 
ages, many of our lads and young men ha ve 
a conſiderable part of their education. 


Now what pious father beholding his ſon 
placed in one of theſe * to learn. the m_—_ 


On A SAILOR LIFE. 4% 


tice of a mariner, could forbear mourning : 5 


over him? 

Where youth are exampled in means of 

| getting money, ſo full of violence, and uſed 

to exerciſe ſuch cruelties on their fellow-crea- 

| tures, the diſadvantage to them | in as: Sau | 

f 5 5 
But I feel it in my aiind to write concern- 

ing the ſeafaring life in general. 


ln the trade carried on from the Weſt-In- 3s | 


dies, and from ſome parts of the continent, 

the produce of the labour of flaves i is a con- 5 

ſiderable part. = 

And — who are Hreqnendly A at ports 

9 ſlaves er and converſe often with 

people who oppreſs them without the a 

3 of mb and often with ſailors br. mor 
ed in the ſlave trade, how powerfully do theſe 
evil CLINE: 1 — 255 "— 

youth! 15 

I have had many opportaititiee! to feel and | 
underſtand the general ſtate of the ſeafaring 
life amongſt us, and my mind hath often 
been ſad on account of ſo many lads and 
young men being trained 15 amiaſt ſo great 
corruption. 

Under the humbling power of Chriſt I 
have ſeen, that if the leadings of his holy 
ſpirit were faithfully attended to by his pro- 
feſſed followers in general, the heathen nati- 
ons would be exampled in righteouſneſs. A 
leſs number of people would be employed on 
the ſeas. The channels of trade would be 
more free from defilement. Fewer people 
85 . wou 


| in it, and like 
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would be employed: in vanities and ſuper- | 


. fluities. 

The inhabitants of cities would be leſs in 
number. 3 Tr „ 

Thoſe who have much lands WO 1 k become 
fathers to the poor. . 


More people would be 3 in hs 


| feet employment of huſbandry, and in the 
path of pure wiſdom, labour woe ws an a- 


| greeable, healthful employment. | 
In the opening of theſe things 1 in ny mind, 
I feel a living concern that we who have felt 


divine love in our hearts may faithfully abide 
ſoldiers n hardneſs | 


for Chriſt's fake. 
He, our bleſſed . W his fol- 


lowers to love one another, adds, As I 


have loved you.” John xiii. 34. 
He loved Lazarus, yet in his Geknefs did 


not heal him, but left him to endure the 


— 


pains of death, that in reſtoring him to _ 


on people. might be confirmed in the true 
ith. 
| He loved his diſciples, but ſent chem forth 
on a meſſage attended with = eat difficulty, 
amongſt hard-hearted people, ſome of whom 


would think that in killing them 8 did 


God ſer vice. FEE a 
So deep is divine love, that in Rtedfaftly 


abiding in it, we are prepared to deny our- 


rary to 
pure wiſdom, and to follow Chriſt, even un- 


ſelves of all that gain which is cont 
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TORSHILP in ſilence bath often Find 
_ refreſhing to my mind, and a care 
attends me that a young generation. may feel f 
the nature of this worſhip. 
Great expenee ariſeth in relation to that 
Which! is called divine worſijpf . 
A conſiderable part of this enpence is ap- 
_ plied toward outward greatneſs, and many: 
poor people in raiſing of tithe, labour in ſup- 
porting cuſtoms contrary to the ſimplicity 
tbat there is in Chriſt; - n e rage 
mind 9 often been moved with pit. 
In pure ſilent worſhip, we dwell under the 
holy anointing, and feel Chriſt to be our 
3 | | 
Here the beſt of teachers Aiden to the 
ſeveral conditions of his flock, and the ſouł 
receives immediately from the divine fountain, 
that with which it is nouriſhed. - 
As I have travelled at times where thoſe of 
other. ſocieties have attended our meetings, 
and have perceived how little ſome of them 
knew of the nature of ſilent worſhip; I have 
felt tender deſires in my heart that we, who 
often fit filent in our meetings, may live an- 
ſwerable to the nature of an inward: fellow- 
ſhip with God, that no ſtumbling- block, 
coach ws 0 mor n made way.” 


1 _ f 
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Such is the load of unneceſſary expence 
which lieth on that which is called divine ſer- 
vice in many places, and ſo much are the 
minds of many people employed in outward 
forms and ceremonies, that the opening of an 
inward filent worſhip in this nation to me 
hath appeared to be a precious opening. 
: Within the laſt four hundred years, many 
| pious people have been deeply exerciſed in 
ſoul on account of the ſuperſtition which 
prevailed amongſt the profeſſed followers of 
Chriſt, and in ſupport of their teſtimony a= 
== oppreſſive idolatry, ſome in ſeveral ages 
have finiſhed their courſe in the flames. 
It appears by the hiſtory of the reformati- 
on, that through the faithfulneſs of the mar- 
tyrs, the underſtandings of many have been 
2 and the minds of people, from age 
to age, been more and more prepared for a 
_ ſpiritual worſhip. _ 92 
My mind is often affected with a foaſs at 
the condition of thoſe people, who in different 
| have been meek and patient, following 
Chriſt through great afflictions: And while I 
behold the ſeveral ſteps of reformation, and 
that clearneſs, to which through, divine good- | 
_ neſs, it hath been brought by our anceſtors ; 
I feel tender deſires thine we, who ſometimes n 
meet in ſilence, may never by our conduct 
lay ſtumbling- blocks in the way of others, 
and hinder the progreſs: of the oats in 
the world. 21 
lt was a complaint int ſome wid were 
called, the Lord's people, that mY brought 
- polluted 
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polluted bread to his altar, and ſaid the table 
of the Lord was contemptible. 

In real ſilent worſhip the ſoul feeds on that 
which is divine; but we cannot partake of 
the table of the Lord, and that table which 
is prepared by the God of this world. 
If Chriſt is our ſhepherd, and feedeth us, 
and we are faithful in following him, our 
lives will have an inviting language, and the 
table of the Lord will not be polluted. 
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QUARTERLY ANS MO NTHLY 
MEETINGS or Fzignps. 


| Beloved Friends,. 


I "EELING at this time a renewed con- 
cern that the pure principle of light and 
life, and the righteous fruits thereof may 
ſpread and prevail amongſt mankind, there 
is an engagement on my heart to labour with 
my brethren in religious profeſſion, that none 
of us may be a ſtumbling block in the. way 
of others; but may ſo walk that our conduct 
may reach the pure witneſs in the hearts of 
ſuch who are not in profeſſion with us. 
And, dear friends, while we publicly own 
that the holy Spirit is aur leader, the profeſ- 
fion is in itſelf weighty, and the weightineſs 
thereof increaſeth, in proportion as we are 
noted among the profeſſors of truth, and 
88 . 


AR as: 
active. in dealing with ſuch who walk diſor- 
r 

Many Under on. profofion. for want of due ö 
attention, and a perfect reſignation to this 
Divine Teacher, 5 in ſome things mani- 
feſted a deviation from the purity. of our re- 
lgzous principles, and theſe deviations hav- 
| 11 III ongft us by little and little, 
and increaſing from leſs to greater, have been 
ſo far unnoticed, that — living in them, 
have been active in putting diſcipline in prac- 
tige, . relation to others, whoſe: conduct 
hath appe⸗ od. more . Ghonograble, in the 
world. | 

\ Now as my. mind hath- been meld] be- 
fore the Lord, I have ſeen, that the diſci- 
pline of the church of Chriſt ſtandeth in that 


which is pure; that it is the wiſdom. from 


above which gives authority to diſcipline; 
and that the 1 thereof gy fg not 
in any outward circumſtances, but in the 
authority of Chriſt who is the author of it; 
and where any walk after the fleſn, and not 
according to the purity of truth, and at the 
ſame time are active in putting diſcipline in 
practice, 2. veil is gradually drawn over the 
purity of diſcipline, and over that holineſs 
of lit, which hein leads thoſe into, in 
«whom ſhe love af. $5091 is un perfected. 
| * Jobn ii. 5. SETS 
When we ene ingrue: lou with offend- 
ers, and they remain obſtinate, it ſometimes 
woceed as far as our Lord di- 
Ee 2 8 rected, 
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rected, Let him be to thee as an heathen 
% man, or a publican,” Matt. xviii. 17). 
Now when ſuch are diſowned, and they 
who act therein feel Chriſt made unto them 
wiſdom, and are preſerved in his meek, re- 
ſtoring Ipitit there is no juſt cauſe of offence 
miniſtred to any; but when ſuch who are 
active in dealing with offenders indulge them- 
ſelves in things which are contrary to the 
purity of truth, and yet judge others whoſe 
conduct appears mibre | diſhonourable than 
their's, here the pure authority of diſcipline 
ceaſeth as to ſuch offenders, and a temptati- 
on is laid in their way to wrangle and con- 
tend - * Judge not, laid our Lord, © that 
ye be not judged. Now this forbidding, 
alludes to man's judgment, and points out 
the neceſſity of our hunibly attending to that 
ſanctify ing power under which the faithful 
| experience the Lord to be * a ſpirit of judg- 
ment to them.“ Iſa. xxviii. 6. And'as we 
feel his Holy Spirit to mortify the deeds of : 
the body in us, and can fay, it is no more 
* I that live, but Chriſt that liveth 1 in "ie," 
here right judgment is known. | 
And while divine love Serail. i in our 
Hearts: and ſelf in us is brought under judg- 
ment, à preparation is felt to labour in a 
right manner with offenders; but if we 
abide not in this love, our outward perform- 
ance in dealing with others, degenerates into 
R for © this is the love of God, that 
wwe keep! his AION. oh John 5 H J. 
| ow 
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Hlow weighty are thoſe inſtructions of our 
Redeemer concerning religious duties, when 
he points out, that they who pray, ſhould be 
ſo obedient to the teachings of the Holy Spi- 
rit, that humbly confiding in his help, they 
may ſay, Thy name, O Father, be hallowed ! 
Thy kingdom. come; thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven: -In this aw- 
ful ſtate of mind is felt that worſhip which 
ſtands in doing the will of God, on earth, as 
it is done in heaven, and keeping the holy 
Name ſacred. To take a holy profeſſion upon 
us is awful, nor can we keep this holy Name 
ſacred, but by humbly abiding under the 
..croſs of Chriſt. The apoſtle made a heavy 
complaint againſt ſome. who prophaned this 
holy Name by their manner of living, © thro' 
you, he ſays, © the name of God is blaſ- 
e phemed amongſt the Gentiles.” Rom. ii. 24. 

Some of our anceſtors through many tri- 
bulations were gathered into the ſtate of true 
worſhippers, and had fellowſhip in that 
which is pure, and as one, was. inwardly 
moved to kneel down in their aſſemblies, and 
publicly call on the name of the Lord, thoſe 
in the harmony of united exerciſe then pre- 
ſent, joined in the prayer; I mention this in 
order that we of the preſent age, may look 
_ unto the Rock from whence we were hewn, 

and remember that to unite in worſhip, is a 
union in prayer, and that prayer acceptable 
to the Father is only in a mind truly ſancti- 
fied, where the ſacred name is kept holy, and 
the heart reſigned: to do his will on earth as 
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it is done in heaven, If ye abide in me,” 
faith Chriſt, © and my words abide in you, 
„ye ſhall aſk what ye will in my name, 
% and it ſhall be done unto you.” Now we 
know not what to pray for as we ought, but 
as the Holy Spirit doth open and direct our 
minds, and as we faithfully yield to its in- 
fluences, our prayers are in the will of our 
- heavenly Father, who fails not to grant that 
which his own fpirit,, through his children, 
aſketh ;—thus preſervation from fin is known, 
and the fruits of righteoufneſs are brought 
forth by ſuch who inwardly unite in prayer. 
How weighty are our ſolemn, meetings 
when the name of Chriſt is kept holy? 
How precious is that ſtate in which the 
children of the Lord are fo redeemed from 
the love of this world, that they are accepted 
and bleſſed in all that they do.“ R. Barclay's 
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Apology; p. 404. | | 
: 22 50 I, ary is it that we who profeſs 
theſe principles, and are outwardly active in 
ſupporting them, ſhould faithfully abide in 
divine ſtrength, that“ As He who hath call- 
ed us, is holy, ſo we may be holy in all 
manner of converfation.” 1 Pet. i. 15. 
If one profeſſing to be influenced by the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, propoſeth to unite in a labour 
to promote righteouſneſs in the earth, and 
in time paſt he hath manifeſtly deviated from 
the path of equity, then to act conſiſtent with 
this principle, his firſt work is to make reſti- 
tution ſo far as he may be enabled; for if he 
attempts to contribute toward a work _ 
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promote xi while it appears. 


ed to ighteouſneſs, 
that he neglecteth, or refuſeth to ad 9 


ouſly himſelf, his conduct has a tende 
entangle the minds of — HATING | 
the faith, who behold theſe things, — 10 
draw a veil over the purity, of righteouſneſs, 
by carrying an appearance 3s aun that 
_ rig * which is N 2 
gain, 1 propoſe to. in rting 
thoſe doctrines wherein that Lis Fw s 
held forth, in which cuſtoms, proceeding from 
the ſpirit of this world have no place, and 
at the ſame time — others in thoſe 
_— by my e the firſt ſtep then 
in an orderly- e is to ceaſe from 
* cuſtoms myſelf, and afterwards to la- 
bour, as I may be enabled, to pr mote the 
like diſpoſition and conduct in others 
Io be convinced of the pure principle of 
truth, and diligently exerciſed in walking 
anſwerable thereto, is neceſſary before I can 
conſiſtently recommend this principle to 
others. —I often feel a labour in ſpirit, that 
we who are active members in religious ſo- 
ciety may experience in ourſelves the truth 
of thoſe expreſſions of the Holy One —“ I 
« will be ſanctiſied in them that. come. nigh 
„ me.” Lev. x. 3.—in this caſe, my mind 
| hath hom often exerciſed when alone, year 
after year, for many years, and in the re- 


newings of divine love, a tender care hath 


been incited in me, that we who profeſs the 
inward principle of light to be our teacher, 
| _ be F — united in that purity of 


worſhip, 
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| worſhip, - which comprehends a Joby life, and 
mitjiſers 1nſtruction to others. 
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My mind is often drawn towards children 
in the truth, who having a ſmall ſhare of the 
things of this life, and coming to have fa- 


milies, may be inwardly exerciſed before the 


Lord to ſupport them in a way agreeable to 
the purity of truth, in which they may feel 
his bleſſing upon them in their labours; the 
thoughts of uch being entangled with cuſ- 
toms (contrary to pure wiſdom) conveyed to 
them through our hands, doth often very 


. tenderly and movingly affect my heart, and 


win look towards and think on the ſuc- 
ceeding generation, fervent deſires are raiſed 
in me, that we by yielding to that Holy Spi- 


rit which leads into all truth, may not do 
the work of the Lord deceitfully, may not 
live contrary to the purity of the divine prin- 


oiple we profeſs ; but that as faithful labour- 


ers in our age, we may be inſtrumental in 
removing ſtumbling blocks out of the way of 
| thoſe who may ſucceed us. 


So great was the love of Chriſt, that bo 
gave himſelf for the church, that he might 


* fandify and cleanſe it, chat it ſhould be 
holy, and without blemiſh,. not having 


88 ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing.” Eph. | 
. Tl and where any take the name of 
Chriſt upon them, profeſſing to be members 


of his church, and led by his Holy Spirit, 


and yet manifeſtly deviate: from the purity 
of truth, they herein act againſt the gracious 
ew of his giving” [himſelf for them, and 


i | f manger 1 
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miniſter cauſe for the continyance of his af- - 
flictions, viz. in his body the church. 

- Chriſt ſuffered afflictions in a body of fleſh 
prepared by the father, but the afflictions of 
his myſtical body are yet unfiniſhed.; for 
they who are baptized into Chriſt are "bap- 
tized into his death, and as we humbly abide 
under his ſanctifying power, and are brought 
forth into newneſs of life, we feel Chriſt to 
live in us, who being the ſame yeſterday, 
to-day, and for ever, and always at unity 
with himſelf, his ſpirit in the hearts of his 
people leads to an inward exerciſe for the ſal- 
vation of mankind; and when under a tra- 
vail of ſpirit, we behold a viſited people en- 
tangled by the ſpirit of this world with its 
wickedneſs and cuſtoms, and thereby ren- 
dered incapable of being faithful examples to 
others, ſorrow and heavineſs under a ſenſe. 
of theſe things, is often experienced, and 
thus in ſome meaſure is filled up that which 
remains of the afflictions of Chriſt. oy 

Our bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking concerning 
gifts offered in divine ſervice, ſays, If 
oF tou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 

* remembereſt that thy brother hath ought 

againſt thee, leave — thy gift before the 
tar, and go thy way, firſt be reconcil- 


1 00 to thy brother, and then come and 


offer thy gift.” Matt. v. 23, 24. Now 
there is no true unity, but in that wherein 
the Father and the Son are united, nor can 
there be a perfect reconciliation but in ceaſing 

een that which miniſters cauſe for the con- 
Wel! tinuation 


daoth not diſcourage our proceeding in a good 


ad Füsse 


bibel e of the afflictions of Chrift ; and if 
any profeffing to bring their gift to the altar, 
do remember the cuſtomary contradiction 
which ſome of their fruits bear to the pure, 
ſpiritual w. „here it appears neeeſſary to 
lay to heart t is command, 77 * Teave: my gift | 
by the altar. 5 
Chriſt graciouſly calls his ; brethren, 
„Vvhaſoe ver ſhall do the will 510 , the ſame 
is my brother.” Mark iii. 35. Now if we 
walk contrary to the truth as it is in Jeſus 
while we continue to profeſs it, we offend 
- againſt Chriſt, and if under this offence we 
bring our gift to the altar, our Redeemer 
doth not direc us to take back our gift, he 


work; but gracioufly points out the neceſſa- 
ry means by which the gift may be rendered 
acceptable, leave, ent he, * thy gift by 
the altar, firſt go and be reconciled to thy 
brother, ceaſe from that which grieves 
the Holy Spirit, ceaſe from that which is 
againſt the truth, as it is in Jeſus, and then 
come, and offer thy gift. n | 
I feel, while I am writing, a tenderneſs to 
thoſe who, through divine favour, are pre- 


| ſerved in a lively ſenſe of the ſtate of the 


. churches, and at times may be under diſ- 
couragements with regard to proceeding in 
that pure way which Chriſt by his Holy Spi- 
rit leads into: the depth of diſorder and 
weakneſs, which ſo much prevails, being 
opened, doubtings are apt to ariſe as to the 
| * oo proceeding as an aſſembly > 
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the Lord's W counſel of trutng; 
and here I feel a concern to exprefs in up- 
rizhtneſs, that which hath been opened in 
my mind, under the power of the croſs of 
Chriſt, relating to a viſible gathered church, 
the members whereof are guided by the Holy 
| mt. 
The church is called the body of Chriſt, 
ol. 1. 2 
Chriſt i is called the head of the church, 
Eph. i. 22 
I be church is called the pillar, and ground | 
_of frat; 1 Tins, M. 18, © - 
| Thus the church hath a name that is fa- 
_ cred, and the neceffity of k ing this name 


5 holy, a pears evident; M. a number 


of peopl Pale in a Pregio of being led by 


. = ſpirit of Chriſt, and publiſn their prin- 


to the world, the acts and ings. 
that people may in ſome meafure be con 
fidered as foch which Chrift is the author of. 


Now while we ſtand in this ſtation, if the 


pure light of life is not followed and regard- 
_ ed in our proceedings, we are in the way of 
ee the holy Name, and of going 
toward that wildertieſs of ſufferings and 
; perſecution, out of which, through the tender 
mercies of God, a church hath been gather- 
ed; Chriſt Fveth i in ſanQified veſſels,” Gal, 
=O 20. and vrhere they behold his holy Lene 
profaned, and the pure go light eclipſed 
through the ns f hay: who by 
their ſtation appear to be ftandard bearers. 
> i Prince of Peace, the living _ "I 

| 18 
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bers in the * of Chriſt in beholding theſe 
things, do in ſome degree experience the fel- 
lowſhip of his ſufferings, and as the wiſdom 
of the world more and more takes place in 
conducting the affairs of this viſible gathered 
church, and the pure leadings of the Holy 
Spirit are leſs waited for and followed, ſo the 
By rue ſuffering ſeed is more and more oppreſ- 
My mind is. often affected with a ſenſe of 
the condition of ſincete-hearted people in ſome 
kingdoms, where liberty of conſcience is not 
allowed, many of whom being burthened in 
their minds with prevailing ſuperſtition, join- 
ed with oppreſſions, are often under ſorrow ; 
and where ſuch have attended to that pure 
light which hath in ſome degree opened their 
underſtandings, and for their faithfulneſs 
thereto, have been brought to examination 
and trial, how heavy are the perſecutions 
which in divers parts of the world are exer- 
ciſed upon them? How mighty, as to the 
outward, is that power by which they are 
borne down and oppreſſed 7 

How deeply affecting is the condition of 
many upright-hearted le who are taken 
into the papal inquiſition? What lamentable 
cruelties, in deep vaults, in a private way, 
are exerciſed on many of them? and how 
| lingering is that death by a ſmall ſlow fire, 
which they have frequently indured, who 

1 have been Faithful to the end? 
How many tender - ſpirited . have 
been ſentenced to ſpend the remainder of tho 
Ives 
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lives in a galley chained to oars, under hard- 
hearted maſters, while their young children 
are placed out for education, and taught 
principles ſo contrary to the conſciences of the 
parents, that by diſſenting from them, they = 
have hazarded their liberty, lives, and all 
that was dear to , * the ene 1 n 
worldꝰ 
There here bi in time paſt ſevere pales 
cutions under the Engliſh government, and 
many ſincere-hearted people have ſuffered 
death for the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
whoſe faithfulneſs in their day hath miniſtred 
encouragement to others, a 2 
to many who have ſucceeded them; thus from 
age to age, the darkneſs being more and more 
removed, a channel at length, through the 
tender mercies of God, hath been opened for 
the exerciſe of the pure gift of the goſpel mi- 
niſtry, without interruption ftom outward 
power, a work, the like of which i is rare. and 
unknown in many parts of the world. +» 
A s theſe things are often freſh in my mind, 
and this great work of God going on in the 
earth has been open before me, that libert 
of conſcience with which: we are fur ure 
Hath appeared not as a light matter. 
A truſt is committed to us, a Wend and 
| weighty truſt; to which our diligent attenti- 
on is neceſſary: wherever the active members 
of this viſible gathered church uſe themſelves 
to that which is contrary to the purity of our 
principles, it appears to be a — of this 
| froſt; and one ftep back toward the * 
| ne 5 


: been a bleſſi "= 
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neſs, _ 8 undoing what God in 
: infinite love hath done through his faithful 
ſervants, in a. et wack? Fw and is like 
luaying the Toundation © "hr: me foffer- | 
in 
e a brio invitation in my ied w 
4 0 are active in our religious ſociety, 
that wWwe may lay to heart this mattet, and 
conſider the ſtation in which we ſtand⸗ a 
place of outward liberty under the free ener- 
ciſe of our conſcience, ae er not ob- 
tained but through great and manifold afflic- 
tions of thoſe who Hued before us. There is 
. gratitude dur from us to our heavenly. Fa- 
= and Juſtite to our | y;; can our 
hearts endure, or our hands be ſtrong, if we 
aleſert a cauſe ſo precious, if we turn aſide 


5 dener er which ſo many nr 
tientiy laboured 7 


2 M0 the dee deep ae, of our Saviout be 
ſo dear to us, that we may never trample un- 
der foot the 'adorable Son of God, een 
the blood of the cone unholy 1 
ee y the faithfulneſs of the ma rs, when 
roſpeQ of death by fire bes e ther, 
1 and may the nt con- 
ſtant ſufferings of the upright-hearted ſer- 
vunts of God in latter ages, be revived in our 
minds] and may we ſo follow on to know 
the Lord, that neither the faithful in this 
age, nor thoſe in ages to come, may ever be 
_ tbroupht under ſuffering, through our ſliding 
back from I» FOR of Re ton) in 'the 


world! "OY 98G QT IR0 7 3 


While 


* 2 15 1 1 
— 


. 
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While the active members in the viſible 


| hae church ſtand u pright, and the af- 
fairs thereof are · carried — the leadings, 


of the Holy Spirit, altho' diſorders may ariſe 
— and cauſe many exerciſes to thoſe 
the care of the-churches upon them 8 
= «while theſe continue under the weight of 
the work, and labour in the meekneſs of wiſ- 
dom for the ihelp of others, the name of 
Chriſt an the Aiſtble gathered church may be 
Kop. -acred:;; ut while they who are active 
in the affairs af this church, continue 
maniſoſt oppoſition to the purity of our prin- 
ciples, this, as the prophet Iſaiah x. 18. ex- 
it, is like as when a ſtandard bear- 
. — and thus the way opens to 
great, and prevailing degeneracy, - and to 
ſufferings ſor ſuch who, through the power of 
divine love, are ſepara 


ted to the goſpel of 
Chriſt; and cannot - unite; with any thing 
2 in oppoſition to the purity of it. 
The neceſſity of an inward ſtillneſs, hath 
nicks theſe: exerciſes: appeared clear to my 
mind; in ttue ſilence ſtrength is renewed, 
8 herein is weaned from all things, 


thut as they may be enjoyed in the divine 
. and -a lowlineſs in outward living _ 


polite to worldly honour, becomes 2 
<ceptable-to-us:;;—4n the deſire. after —— 
gain, the mind is prevented from a perfect 
attention to the voice of Chriſt; but being 
mean from all things, but as they may be 
enjoyed in the- divine will, the pure light 


ines into the ſoul: and where the fruits of * 
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428 An EPISTLE. 
that ſpirit which is of this world, are brought 
forth by many who profeſs to be led by the 
ſpirit of truth, and cloudineſs is felt to be 
gathering over the viſible gathered church, 
the ſincere in heart who abide in true ſtillneſs, 
and are exerciſed therein before the Lord for 
his name ſake, have à knowledge of Chriſt 
in the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, and in- 
ward thankfulneſs is felt at times; that thro 
divine love our 'own wiſdom is caſt out, and 
that forward active part in us ſubjeQed, 
which would rife nod do ſomething in the 
viſible gathered church, Without t "= 
he ln i the Spirit of Chriſt. - bis 
_- I While aught remains in us differen; from 
a perfect reſignation of our wills, it is like a 
ſeal to a book wherein is written © that 
and acceptable, and perfect will of Got 
concerning us.“ Rom. xii. 2. but when 
our minds entirely yield to Chriſt, that 
ſilence is known, which followeth the open- 
ing of the laſt of the ſeals. Rev. viii. 1. in 
— filence we learn abiding in the divine 
will, and there feel, that we have no cauſe 
to promote but that only in which the light 
of life direQts us in our proceedings, and that 
the alone way to be uſeful in the church of 
Chriſt, is to abide faithfully under the lead- 
ings of his Holy Spirit in all er and being 
preſerved thereby in purity of heart, and ho-—- 
lineſs of converſation, a teſtimony to the pu- 
rity of his government e 8 Tue _ 
V1 He Ws, any wa * . 
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B my nnd hath been thus exereiſed, T 
aye ſeen that to be active, and buſy in the 
viſible gathered church, without the leadings 


of the Ho t 25 not unprofitable, 
ly Spiri —_ — np 


but tends to inc and where 
Way is not opene = proceed SF light of 
truth, 4 ſtop is felt by thoſe "we humbly at- 
ted to the Divine Leader, a ſtop which in 
relation to good order in the viſible gathered 
church, is of the greateft conſequence to he 
: obſerved; thus Robert Barclay in his treatiſe 
on diſcipline Holds forth, page 65. 68. 84. 
That the judgment or concluſion of the „ 
hurt h. or congregation, is no further effec- 
tual as to the true end and deſign thereof, 
but as ſuch judgment or adde i 
from the Spirit of God operating on Heir 
| minds who are fanctified in Chrift Jeſus.” . 
_. Now in this ſtop I have learned the necef- 
fity of waiting on the Lord in humility, that 
the works of all may be brought to light, 
and thoſe to judgment which are wrought in 
the wiſdom of this world, and have alfo 
een, that in a mind thoroughly ſubjected to 
the power of the croſs, 3 is a ſavour of 
life to be felt, which evidently tends to ga- 
ther ſouls. to God, while the teſt works 
in the viſible gathered church brought forth 
in man's wiſdom, remain to be unprofitable, 
Where p people are 3 thered into a 
holy fellowſhrp dh lowfhip, and faithfully abide under 
the rbffcctice of that Spirit which leads into 
all truth, © they are the light of the wor 


788 v. 14. v holding this profeſſion, to 
Ff 


me 


he EIS TL 
me hath appeared weighty, even beyond 
| 0 hat I can fully expreſs, and what our bleſ⸗ 
1 Lord ſeemed to have in view, when he 
propo poſed the neceſſity of, counting;the coll, - 
before we. begin to build. | 
I. truſt there are many who at e under 
divine viſitation, feel an i 
ter God, and when ſuch in the pi hy pad 75 
their hearts mark the lives of a people who. 
profeſs to walk by the leadings o his Spirit, 
of what great concernment is it that our 
2 ſhine adden 1 nothing of our con- 
| Fu as it is 


+ 
% 5 
| z0 9 - 


of | 821 fincere.« nien, 
is Whey. ſuch ſeckers who 1 
empty forms, lock towards uniting . us 
: 29-9. poople.. and. behold active members a- 
mong us depart. in their, cuſtomary way of 
living, from that purity of life, which under 
humbling exerciſes hath been opened before 
them, as the way of the Lord's people, how 
mournful and eee. is the proſpect! 
and how. ſtrongly doth ſuch. unfaithfulneſs 
operate againſt the ſpreading of the peaccable, 
rmonious principle and teſt a K WG | 
amongſt mankind ?_ 

In entring into that lite; mhich- ; 1 * 
with Chriſt in God, we behold his able 
government, where the whole "a pet 

verned by the ſame ſpirit, and the doing. | 
to others as WE er they ſhould do un- 
to us, e up as * fruit We 


\ 
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Sood tree, the peace, quietneſs, and harmo- 
nious walking in this government is beheld 
with humble reverence to him who. is the 
author of it, and in partaking of the Spirit 
of Chriſt, we partake of that which. ns. 
and fuffers for the increaſe, of this peaceable 
government among the inhabitants of the 
world; and I have felt a labour of long con- 
tinuance that we who profeſs this peaceable 
principle, may be faithful ſtandard-bearers 
under the Prince of Peace, and that nothin 
of a defiling nature, tending to diſcord. ö 
8 wars, may remain among us. 5 
May each of us query with Fenn "Ra 
the . e I poſſeſs, been gathered in that 
wiſdom. which is from above, ſo, far a as r 
bf red to me? I 
aye none of my „ an equi. 
table right to any part which is called mine? 
Have the gifts, and poſſeſſions received by 
me from others been conveyed in a, way free 
Yo, all unrighteoufneſs ſo far as, H have 


5 orinciple of peace in {wha our B 
is e on the Lord, and our minds weaned 
from à dependance on the ſtrength of armi 

iath appear red to me very precious, and 
often feel ſtrong deſires, that we Who pro- 
 feſs this . K may ſo walk, as to give 
© cauſe for none of our fellow creatures to 
offended at us; that our lives may evi- 
dently manifeſt, that we are redeemed from 
that {x pirit in which: wars are: Our blefſed - 
| Saviour, in Paging: out. the danger of ſo 
leaning 


a 
WE. 


« ther Which is in ea ben "Met. \2xhif. « 
whete' the wiſdom from above 


 inheritatice from him, ho fotni6d; and fu 


is real ſafety ; this is that 1 
bleſſed Lord had in vie. when 
= ed, Pleſſed are the weck, for tk 


3 in the felfifh ſpirit, and depe 


| thier, free from all the per: 
pPlenitſes of unkig htedufnefſss «| 


. dem which is from b 


. a. regen . 


f 1 | 
followed, and therein we are akut with 
fabſtance, it is 4 treaſure Spie To ons 
care in the nature of an inheritance, tas 2 


the world. No iff this 005 dition the 


true enjoyment of the thin ugs of this life 
is underſtood,” and that bleſſin hg £ felt, in which | 


rehehd gut 
lie 6houn- 
Ae 1 
« rit the earth. e 821 $3 i ex | 
Selfiſh worldly minded men m * 


t 'of the outta power, be perplexed = 
83 8, left the in; ire lend | 
„and He meaſure 5 


to Gel Which they y meafute toothi rs 


3 |  —Thus ſelfiſh men divas ſſeſs the bo fe} 
1 bet it ie the moe who! of erit it, and hy be EE 


| denen x 


Where proceedings have been i 
n th, | and 1 


to 18 W chen who Beg: citing * The 
fame kene re a 


_ "elearneſs'of light in Which the e of. 
. — are opened, ane 


12 4 - 


1 ik who-remain Klau "EY Hem” 
I have ſeen under humbling exerciſe of mind, 
that the fins: of the fathers are embraced * 

the children, and become their ſins, and thus 

in the days of tribulation, the iniquities of 
the fathers are viſited upon theſe — 


who take hold of the Unriphteouſneſy of their 


fathers, and live in that ſpirit in which thoſe 
75 iniquities were committed ; to which agreeth 
the prophecy of Moſes, concerning a rebel- 


Uous people. They that are left of u 


TE ſhe pine away in their: 3 iniquities, in your 


enemy s land, and i in 3 — Fu of their N 


father ſhall t ey Lev. xxvi 

: F< our "bleſſed Lord iti in beholdidg the Td” 
neſs of heart in that generation, and feeling 
in himſelf, that th ey lived in the ſame m_ 
in which the prophets had been perſecuted 
_ unto death, fig Riel, that the blood of all 

„ Pure Which was ſhed from the 


e foundation of the world, ſhould be requi- 
red of that generation, from the blood of 


Abel, unto the blood of Zacharias, which 


A periſhed INE the. altar and the tmp,” 


| Lake . 
. Tender e fills my Kart toward 


1 5 my fellow-creatures. eftranged from the har- 


monious government of the Prince of Peace, 
and a labour attends me, that they may be 
gathered te this peaceable habitation. 
In being inwardly prepared to ſuffer. a 
ſity for Child fake, and weaned from a de- 
5 pendance on the arm of fleſh, we feel, that 

there s a Dn mr the * of God, and 
i WF 5 that 
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” that it ſtands in a perfect reſignation of our- 
1 9 to his holy Will; in this con dition 
2 ide, and our minds whol attentive to 
— 
8 people, in times of 
commotion and trouble, and defires 
» pres — of pure love, are opened 
in me, to invite my brethren and fellow- 
,  "ereatures to feel — auc ſeek fer that 


er 8 * 


na account of his convincement of, and embracing 
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Quakers in Ireland; with an introduction deſcribing 


the apoſtacy of the profeſſors of chriſtianity from the primi - 


tive purity, thro? its ſeveral ſtages, and the gradual 
tion from thence. To which is added, a Treatiſe of the 


_ Chriſtian Diſcipline exerciſed amongſt ſaid people. 2328 5 


A Journal of the life of Thomas Story; 


.. ples of truth, as held by the called Quakers; and alſo 


of his travels and labours in the ſervice of the goſpel With. 
. m Price 1 4 


A General Hiſtory of the Riſe, Increaſe, and Progre ſel 
the People called Quakers, By William Sewel, Frese 


2 - 
A Journal of the Life, T 5 Sufferings an 


ences of that antient Berat of Chriſt, George Pax. Price E 


165. 3d. 


44 Exhortation to the Inhabitants of South-Carolins to 


bring their Deeds to the Light ot Chriſt in their own Conſei- 


s Experience in the Important Buſineſs of Rel- 
_ gion. Price 15.19. 
_ *  Piety Promoted; Being a Colle Sion of the Dying Sayings 


of many of the . called Quakers: With ſome Me- 


morials of their Vit tuous Lives; and a brief Account of 
ſome of their Liybours i in the Goſpel. In five Parts. By 


185 * Tomkins and Fobn Field. Price of the five Parts bound | 


one, 4. Bound in two vols; 4. 10d. h. 
Piety Promoted: The ſixth and ſeventh Parts. Collected 


by Job Field and Jobn Bell. Price bound together, 27. 2d. 
tet : 


Promoted, the eighth. Part. Collected by Thomas 
An — of a Treatiſe, entitled, Of the Imitation of 
us Chriſt, and Contempt of the Vanity of _ the World; 
Vritten by Thomas a Kempis, a neat Edition. Price 17. 8d. 
Select Works of William Dell, formerly Maſter of Gonvil 
and Caius College in Cambridge : Containing the following 


TraQts, Chriſt's Spirit, a Chriſtian's Strength. Uniformity 


examined, whether jt be oy the Goſpel, or in the 
Churches. The Building, Beauty and Eſtabliſhment of the 
truly Chriſtian Church. Rig ht ion. The Way 


the privc- | 


3 Hume. In which is inſerted, ſome Account we 
the Au 
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| Ihe Right Reformation nn 1 


Boche Fru de of Solitude ; Being RefleQions and Maxims, 
relating to the Conduct of 7 _ By Wiles 2 


; - The Liſeof Thomas! Wood. Pi 137 9% b. 
A Collection of the Works of that ancient Miniſter, 
ball. To which is prefixed, a Journal of big 


5 Life, Travels and Chriſtian Experiences. Price 47. tod. h. 


No Croſs, no Crown: A Diſcourſe ſhewing the Nature. 


1 wb Dilcipline of the holy/ Gro of Chriſt; and that the 


Self, and 9 of Chri@s Croſs, / is the 
2 to the Reſt and 25 of God. To which 


- are added, The living and dying Teſtimonies of many Per- 


ſons of Fame and. Learni both of anciant and modern 


| Times. By Williom Penn, Lond. Edition, Price 47. 44 


Davideis; The Life of David, King of {ſrael : Alacred 


5 Poemi in five Books, By Thomas Ellwood; Price 27. 
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war in 4 brief 8 
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- | bom Penn to his Children, Price 6d. h. \ 


Five Pamphlets, ther, 'viz. 1. Two Diſcourſes. 


- and aPrayer rn hee _ the Yearly-meeting in Briſtol 1567, 


8 taken down in Characters by a Member of the Church 


and a Sermon Fenn at French-hay, taken 
the ſame Hand. 3. A Sermon preached at Leeds, 
and taken down in Short-hand by James lakes ; jun. To 


0 1 2. The Prayer of Agur illuſtrated, in a Sermon 
| $i by. 


| - which are annexed ſome of the laſt Sayings of Samuel Fotber- 
_ gill, 4. An Epiſtle from ee e 
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